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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK.. 


No.  1. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  6,  1846. 


OFFICIAL  UST 

OP  THB 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

ELECTED  IN  NOVEMBER,  1846. 


Albany — ^Ira  Harris,  Robert  L.  Watson,  Thomas  L.  Shafer. 
Allegany — ^John  6.  Collins,  Nathaniel  Coe. 
Broome — Salphronius  H.  French. 
CaUar€ttigue — Gideon  Searl,  Elijah  A.  Rice. 
Cayug'a— Samuel  Bell,  John  T.  Rathbun,  William  I.  Comweli. 
Chautauque — Elisha  Ward,  Madison  Bumell,  Yaloras  Lake. 
Chemung — Abraham  Primmer. 

C&eifa;^o— Solomon  Ensign  junior,  William  G.  Sands,  Hiram  E. 
Stem. 

Clinton — Noyes  P.  Gregory. 

Columbia — ^William  E.  Heermance,  Levi  Pitts,  Jeremiah  Horer. 

Cortland — Amos  Graves,  John  Miller. 

Delaware — Orrin  Foote,  Reuben  Lewis. 

Dutchess — George  T.  Pierce,  Daniel  Sherwood,  Elnathan  Haxtun. 

JBrie—Nathau  K.  Hall,  John  T.  Bush,  James  Wood. 

Euex — Caleb  D.  Barton. 

Franklin — Sidney  Lawrence. 

Fidkm  and  Hamilton— Claxk  S.  GrinneU.. 
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Genesee — Aaron  Long,  Heman  Blodgett. 
Greene — Neeley  Lawrence,  Peter  W.  Van  Bergen. 
Herkimer — ^William  C.  Grain,  Henry  Eysaman. 
Jefferson — Levi  Miller,  Henderson  Howk,  Elihu  M.  McNeil. 
Kings — Gamaliel  King,  John  A.  Yoorhees. 
Lewis — Nelson  J.  Beach. 
Livingston — John  Young,  William  S.  Fullerton. 
Madison — Thomas  T.  Loomis,  Stephen  M.  Potter,  Horace  Hawks. 
Monroe — ^William  C.  Bloss,  Malhias  L.  Angle,  James  R.  Thomp- 
son. 
Montgomery — Theodore  R.  Lidelle,  Benjamin  Baird. 
New-York — Alexander  Stewart,  Alexander  Wells,   Samuel  J.  Til- 
den,  Jonathan  D;  Stevenson,  John  E.  Develin,  Gerardus  Boyce,  Jo- 
seph C.  AlberlAon,  Wilson  Small,  James  H.  Titus,  Robert  H.  Lud- 
low, Joshua  Fleet,  Thomas  Spofford,  John  Townsend. 
Niagara — Lot  Clark,  Morgan  Johnson. 

Oneida — Benjamin  F.  Cooper,  Chauncey  C.  Cook,  Daniel  G.  Dor- 
rance,  Russel  Fuller. 

Onondaga — Lake  L  Teflft,  Alonzo  Wood,  Julius  C.  Kinne,  Elihu 
L.  Phillips. 

Ontario — Alvah  Worden,  Elias  Cost,  Joseph  C.  Shelton. 
Orange — Wilkins  Seacord,  Robert  R.  Thompson,  William  L.  Be- 
nedict. 

Orleans — Dexter  Kingman. 

Oswego — ^Thomas  Skelton,  Reuben  Drake. 

Otsego — Delos  W.  Dean,  Benjamin  Morehouse,  Ebenezer  Blakely. 

Putnam— Benjamin  Bailey. 

Queen*— John  Willis. 

Rensselaer — Henry  Z.  Hayner,  Samuel  McClellan,  Justus  Nolton. 
Richmond — George  H.  Cole. 
Rockland — Samson  Marks. 
St.  Lawrence — Bishop  Perkins,  Asa  L.  Hazelton. 
Saratoga — ^James  M.  Marvin,  Chauncey  Boughton. 
Schenectady — David  M.  Moore.* 
Schoharie — Thomas  Lawyer,  Thomas  Smith. 
Seneca — Alanson  Woodworth. 

Steuben — Otto  F.  Marshall,  William  C.  Rogers,  Andrew  G.  Chat- 
field. 

Suffolh^S^muel  B.  Gardiner,  Richard  A.  Udall. 
SvUtvam — Richard  Oliver. 
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Tioga — Gideon  O.  Chase. 

Tompkins — James  W.  Montgomery^  Henry  S.  Walbridge. 

Ulster — Charles  Drake,  Joseph  W.  Low. 

Warren — Winfield  S.  Sherwood. 

Washington — Lodewe^us  S.  Viele,  James  M.  Foster. 

Wayne — Elias  Durfce,  James  T.  Wisner. 

Westchester — Ezra  Marshall,  John  R.  Hay  ward, 

Wyoming — Andrew  W.  Young,  Arden  Woodruff. 

Yates — George  W,  Wolcott. 

State  op  New  York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office.     J 

I  certify  the  preceding  to  be  a  correct 

list  of  the  names  of  Members  of  Assembly  elected  in  this  State,  at 

the  general  election  held  in  the  month  of  November,  1845,  according 

to  the  official  returns  received  from  the  county  clerks  respectively. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of 
[l.  s.]         Albany,  the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
five. 

N.  S.  BENTON, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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January  6,  1846< 
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RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

1.  Upon  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  the  Speaker  hariiif  taken 
the  Chair,  and  the  members  being  called  to  order,  the  journal  of  the 
preceding  day  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistakes  therein  may 
be  corrected  by  the  House :  and  in  all  cases  of  the  absence  of  a 
quorum  the  members  present  may  take  such  measures  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  procure  the  attendance  of  absent  members ;  and  the 
Speaker,  with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  members  present, 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day  until  a  quorum  shall  appear. 

2.  After  the  reading  and  approving  of  the  journal,  the  order  of  bu- 
smess,  which  shall  not  in  any  case  be  departed  from,  except  by  the 
onanimous  consent  of  the  House,  shall  be  as  fcdlows : 

1.  The  presentation  of  petitions. 

2.  Reports  of  standing  committees. 

3.  Reports  of  select  committees. 

4.  Messages  from  the  Governor. 

5.  Communications  from  the  State  officers. 

6.  Messages  from  the  Senate. 

7.  Third  reading  of  bills  and  resolutions. 

8.  Motions,  resolutions  and  notices. 

9.  Unfinished  business  of  the  preceding  day. 

10.  Special  orders  of  the  day ;  and  if  in  any  case  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  preceding  day  shall  have  taken  the  place  of 
special  orders,  these  orders  shall  be  taken  up  and  acted  on 
in  their  order  of  time. 
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1 1 .  Unfinished  basinets  generally. 

12.  General  orders  of  the  day;  but  messages  from  the  6ot- 
emor,  communications  from  State  officers,  and  messages 
from  the  Senate,  may  be  considered  at  any  time. 

3.  Motions  for  reference  lo  different  committees  shall  be  put  in 
the  following  order : 

1.  The  committee  of  the  whole. 

2.  To  a  standing  committee. 

3.  To  a  select  committee. 

4.  No  hill  laying  a  tax,  or  making  any  appropriation  or  disposition 
of  the  public  moneys  or  property,  or  authorizing  the  borrowing  of 
money»  or  the  loaning  of  money,  or  of  the  credit  of  the  State,  shall 
be  ordered  to  a  third  reading  without  having  been  acted  on  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

5.  The  Speaker  shall  cause  the  Clerk  to  make  a  list  of  all  bills, 
resolutions,  and  reports  of  committees,  and  other  proceedings  of  the 
House  which  are  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  not 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  any  particular  day ;  which  list 
shall  be  called  "TAe  General  Orders  of  the  Day.*" 

6.  All  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of  business  shall  be  decided 
without  debate. 

7.  The  Speaker  shall  preserve  order  and  deoomro,  and  shall  decide 
all  questions  of  order,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  House.  On  erery 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  he  shall  hare  the  right  in  his 
place  to  assign  Iris  reasons  for  his  decision.  He  shall  hare  the  right 
to  name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair,  but  such  a 
substitution  shall  not  ettend  beyond  one  day,  unless  by  leave  of  the 
House. 

8.  When  the  House  shall  be  equally  divided,  including  the  Speaker's 
TOte,  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

9.  While  the  Speaker  is  putting  the  questional  no  member  shall 
walk  across  or  out  of  the  House. 

to.  When  the  House  adjourns,  the  mendMrs  shall  keep  their  seats 
until  the  Speaker  shall  have  left  the  chur. 
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11.  ETeiy  member  proriotii  to  hiifp^akiiigitkall  liie  firem  Us  ttat 
aad  addrees  himeelf  to  the  Speakwr. 

12.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  once,  the  Speaker  shall 
ttome  the  member  who  is  first  to  apeak« 

13.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  the  same  general 
question  without  leave  of  the  House ;  nor  more  than  once  in  uiy  case^ 
until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

14.  While  a  member  is  speaking,  no  member  shall  entertain  any 
private  discoarse,  or  pass  between  him  and  the  chair. 

15.  A  member  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless 
permitted  to  explain.  All  decisions  of  the  chair  on  questions  of  order 
•hall  be  conclusive,  unless  reserved  on  appeal  to  the  House. 

16.  Every  member  who  shall  be  present  when  a  question  is  stated 
from  the  chair,  shall  vote  thereon,  unless  he  be  excused  by  the  House, 
or  unless  he  be  directly  interested  in  the  question,  in  which  case  he 
shall  not  vote.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  on  any  ques-* 
tion,  unless  present  when,  upon  sucii  a  division,  his  name  is  called  in 
regular  order. 

17.  Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers  addressed  to  the  House 
shall  be  presented  by  the  Speaker^  or  by  a  member  in  his  place. 

18.  Every  member  previous  to  presenting  a  petition  or  memorial 
shall  endorse  on  the  same  the  substance  thereof,  and  add  his  name  ; 
the  clerk  shall  then  read  the  endorsement ;  after  which,  the  Speaker 
shall  put  the  question  on  the  reference  of  said  petition  or  memorial. 

19.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  or  put,  unless  it  be  seconded; 
when  a  motion  is  seconded,  it  shall  be  staled  by  the  Speaker  before 
debate ;  and  every  such  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writings  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it. 

20.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  it  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time 
before  a  decision  or  amendment. 

21.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  distinct  propositiona, 
any  member  may  have  the  same  divided ;  but  a  motion  to  strike  out 
and  insert  shall  be  indivisible. 
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22.  When  a  Uank  is  to  be  filled,  and  difiereot  sums  or  times  are 
proposed,  the  question  shall  first  be  put  on  the  largest  sum  and  long- 
est time.  ^ 

23.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  receiTed 
unless  for  a  call  of  the  House,  for  the  prerious  question,  to  postpone 
it  indefinitely,  to  adjourn  it  to  a  certain  day,  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  to 
commit  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  adjoUrn  the  House. 

24.  A  motion  to  lay  a  question  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  with* 
out  amendment  or  debate ;  a  motion  to  commit,  until  it  is  decided, 
shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  debate  of  the  main  question ;  and 
a  motion  to  postpone  a  question  indefinitely,  or  to  adjourn  it  to  a  day 
certain,  until  it  is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main 
question. 


25.  The  ''previous  question*'  shall  be  as  follows — ** Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put  ?"  It  shall  be  admitted  only  when  demand- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  and  until  it  is  decided,  shall 
preclude  all  amendment  or  debate.  When  on  taking  the  previous 
question,  the  House  shall  decide  that  the  previous  question  shall  not 
now  be  put,  the  main  question  shall  be  considered  as  still  remaining 
under  debate.  The  ''main  question'^  shall  be  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  resolution,  or  other  matter  under  consideration ;  and  in  cases 
where  there  shall  be  pending  amendments  which  have  been  adopted 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  but  not  acted  on  in  the  House,  the  ques- 
tion shall  first  be  taken  upon  such  amendments  in  their  order,  and 
without  further  debate  or  amendment. 

26.  A  motion  to  adjourn  the  House  shall  always  be  in  order  and  de- 
cided without  debate. 

27.  In  all  cases  where  a  bill,  order,  resolution  or  motion,  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  this  House,  the  name  of  the  member  moving 
the  same  shall  also  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

28.  If  any  ten  members  require  it,  the  ayes  and  nays  upon  any 
question  shall  be  taken  and  entered  upon  the  journal. 

29.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  unless 
otherwise  specially  directed  by  the  House,  in  which  case  they  shall 
be  appointed  by  ballot. 
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M.  Select  committees  to  whom  original  references  are  made,  and 
dl  committees  to  whom  private  claims  are  referred,  shall  in  all  cases 
lepoit  a,  state  of  facts  with  their  opinion  thereon. 

31.  Every  bill  originating  in  this  House,  shall  be  introduced  by 
motion  for  leaye,  or  by  an  order  of  the  House  and  the  report  of  the 
oommitlee.  One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  a  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  unless  the  House  otherwise  unanimously  allow ; 
such  notices  shall  specify  the  subject  matter  of  such  bill ;  and  all  res- 
dations  of  reference  and  instruction  to  committees  shall  state  the  sub- 
ject to  be  referred. 

32.  All  bills  brought  into  this  House  by  any  member  or  committee, 
shall  be  endorsed  with  the  name  of  the  member  or  committee  bringing 
in  the  same  ;  all  bills  introduced  by  members  on  leave  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  standing  committees,  or  to  a  select  committee  ; 
such  committee  may  report  adversely  to  the  entire  bill,  with  or  with- 
out amendment,  and  the  bill,  if  any,  reported  by  such  a  committee, 
shall  then  become  the  bill  before  the  House  for  consideration. 

33.  No  private  bill  shall  be  brought  into  this  House,  but  upon  a 
memorial  or  petition  presented  to  the  House,  and  signed  by  the  party 
or  parties  praying  for  such  bill,  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

34.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended  mitil  it  has  been  twice 
read. 

35.  Every  message  from  the  Senate  communicating  any  bill  for  the 
ooDCurrence  of  this  House,  shall,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
if  any,  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

36.  All  amendments  by  the  Senate  to  bills  which  have  passed  this 
House,  shall  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  select  committee,  to  examine 
and  report  thereon,  unless  the  House  shall  otherwise  expressly  order 
or  allow. 

37.  In  fivming  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
leave  die  chair,  and  a  chairman  be  appointed  to  preside. 


38.  The  rules  of  the  House  shall  be  observed  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  except  the  rules  respecting  a.  call  for  the  ayes  and 
naji  and  times  of  speaking. 
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89.  Bills  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houet  'htU, 
in  committee  of  the  whole  thereon,  be  fint  read  throngh,  if  desired  by 
any  member,  and  then  read  and  debated  by  clanses,  leaving  the  title  to 
be  last  considered.  All  amendments  shall  be  noted  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper,  and  reported  to  the  House  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  :  After  the  report,  the  bill  shall  be  still  sub- 
ject to  debate  and  amendment  before  the  question  to  engross  is  put ; 
and  such  amendments  only  shall  be  in  order,  as  were  offered  and  de- 
cided in  committee  of  the  whole  House* 

40.  A  similar  mode  of  proceeding  shall  be  obserred  with  bills  which 
have  originated  in  the  Senate,  as  with  biUs  originating  in  this  House. 

41.  If,  at  any  time  when  in  committee  of  the  who^  House,  there 
be  not  present  a  quorum  to  do  business,  the  chairman  shall  immediate* 
ly  report  that  fact  to  the  Speaker. 

« 

42.  On  a  motion  in  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  rise  and  re- 
port progress,  the  question  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

43.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings  previous  to  its 
being  passed ;  and  the  second  and  third  readings  shall  be  on  differ 
ent  days ;  and  the  third  reading  shall  be  on  a  day  subsequent  to  that 
on  which  the  bill  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  unless  the 
House  unanimously  direct  otherwise. 

44.  Astandingcommitteeof  five  members  shall  be  appointed  to  be 
called  '*  the  committee  on  engrossed  bills  :"  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
carefully  to  examine  all  the  bills  passed  by  this  House,  and  see 
that  the  same  are  correctly  engrossed,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
House  before  they  are  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

45.  Reports  from  the  committee  on  engrossed  bills  shall  at  all  times 
be  in  order,  and  have  the  preference  to  any  other  business. 

46.  When  a  bill  passes  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall  certify  the 
same  with  the  date  thereof,  at  the  foot  of  the  bill. 

47.  No  motion  for  reconsideration  shall  be  in  order  unless  on  the 
same  day  or  day  following  that  on  which  the  decision  proposed  to 
be  reconsidered  took  place  ;  nor  unless  one  of  the  majority  shall  move 
such  consideration.  A  motion  for  reconsideration  being  put  and  lost, 
shall  not  be  renewed  ;  nor  shall  any  subject  be  a  second  time  recon- 
sidered, without  unanimous  consent. 
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48.  A  standing  committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed  on 
bills  coming  within  the  ninth  Section  of  the  •eyenth  Article  of  the 
amended  Constitution  of  this  State  ;  and  when  any  bill  shall  have 
passed  ia  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  which  the  Speaker  may 
entertain  doubts  whether  it  comes  within  the  provision  of  the  said 
ninth  section,  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  said  committee  to  examine 
and  report  thereon,  before  the  question  on  the  final  passage  shall  be 
taken. 

49.  On  the  final  passage  of  all  bills  requiring  two-thirds,  the  ayes 
and  nays  shall  be  taken  and  entered  on  the  Journal,  and  the  Speak- 
er shall  certify  upon  every  such  bill,  when  passed,  that  two-thirds  of 
all  members  elected  to  this  House  voted  in  &Tor  of  the  same. 

50.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  rote  on  the  final  passage  of  any 
bill,  requiring  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
this  House,  shall  be  made  by  a  member  who  voted  in  favor  of  the 
decision  of  the  House  on  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill ; 
and  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  the  House  shall  be  required 
to  reconsider  the  same  ;  and  such  vote  shall  not  be  a  second  time  re- 
considered. But  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of  any  bill  creating, 
crontinuing,  altering  or  renewing  any  moneyed  locorpoFation,  shall  not 
be  reconsidered  whenever  such  bill  shall  be  lost. 

51.  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  this  House,  shall  be  suspended, 
dianged  or  rescinded,  without  one  day's  previous  notice  being  given 
of  the  motion  therefor ;  nor  shall  the  fiftieth  rule  be  altered,  changed, 
rescinded  or  suspended,  unless  two-thirds  of  all  members  elected  to 
this  House  agree  to  such  alteration,  change,  rescinding  or  suspen* 
sion. 

52.  No  person,  unless  in  the  exercise  of  an  official  duty,  ot  by 
special  invitation  of  a  member,  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  except  the  Executive,  State  Officers,  the  Chancellor,  the 
Jadgee  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  circuit  judges,  members  of  th^ 
Senate,  and  former  members  of  the  Legislature. 

53.  Standing  committees,  consisting  of  five  members  each,  shall 
be  appointed  on  the  follewing  subjects  : 

Ways  and  Meanj^ 

Canals, 

Jodidizy, 
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Railroads, 

Banks  and  Insurance  Companies, 

Two-third  Bills, 

I 

Colleges,  Academies  and  Common  Schools, 

Grievances, 

Priyileges  and  Elections, 

Petitions  of  Aliens, 

Erection  and  Division  of  Towns  and  Countiesy 

Claims, 

Internal  Affairs  of  Towns  and  Counties, 

Medical  Societies  and  Colleges, 

Incorporation  of  Cities  and  Villages, 

Manufacture  of  Salt, 

Trade  and  Manufactures, 

State  Prisons, 

Engrossed  Bills, 

Miliiia  and  Public  Defence, 

Roads  and  Bridges, 

Public  Lands, 

Indian  Affairs, 

Charitable  and  Religious  Societies, 

Agriculture, 

Expiring  Laws, 

Public  Printing, 

Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Department, 

Expenditures  of  the  House. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  several  committees  to  in- 
quire into  the  matters  indicated  by  its  name,  and  to  report  thereon 
to  the  House  any  information,  and  any  bill  or  resolution,  which  it 
may  deem  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

54.  No  printing  shall  be  done  for  the  House  without  the  order  of 
the  House  made  in  each  case,  except  in  the  case  of  bills  reported 
favorably  upon  by  a  committee  of  the  Housei  and  the  written  reports 
of  standing  committees. 
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55.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  public  printing  to  ex- 
amine and  report  on  all  questions  of  printing  referred  to  them,  and  to 
itate  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  in  the  particular  case  refer- 
red, when  practicable ;  to  examine  from  time  to  time,  and  ascertain 
whether  the  prices  charged  for  printing  are  in  conformity  to  the  con- 
tract therefor,  and  whether  it  is  done  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of 
the  House,  and  without  unreasonable  delay  ;  to  ascertain  and  report 
what  number  of  copies  ought  usually  to  be  printed,  and  how  dis- 
tributed, and  to  report  to  the  House,  from  time  to  time,  any  measures 
ihey  may  deem  useful  for  the  economical  and  proper  management  of 
the  public  printing. 

50.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  expenditures  of  the 
House,  and  in  the  Executive  Department,  severally  to  inquire  into 
the  said  expenditures,  and  whether  the  same  have  been  made  in  con- 
formity to  laWy  and  whether  proper  vouchers  exist  for  the  same,  and 
whether  the  funds  provided  for  the  purpose  are  economically  applied, 
and  to  report  from  tiipe  to  time,  such  provisions,  Jaws  and  regula- 
ti(Hi8,  as  may  conduce  to  economy,  and  secure  the  faithful  disburse- 
ment of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  law. 

57.  Resolutions  giving  rise  to  debate,  and  those  containing  calls 
for  mformation  from  the  Executive  Department,  shall  lie  over  one  day 
for  coDsiderati(»i,  after  which  they  may  be  called  up,  by  the  mover,  of 
course,  under  that  order  of  business. 

58.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to 
examine  into  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  whether  Execu- 
tive, Legislative^  Judicial,  or  otherwise,  where  salaries  or  emolu- 
ments are  given ;  to  examine,  ascertain  and  report  to  the  House 
what  officers  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  what  salaries  and  emolu- 
ments can  be  reduced,  and  how  far  consistent  with  the  public  good. 


[Assembly,  No.  2.] 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  6,  1846. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 

TO  THE  SENATE  AND  AS8EMBLT. 
PtLUw-Cinzmiis : 

Wfl  are  isMmbled  to  perform  the  higfaett  and  moit  rMpot* 
able  duties  penaining  to  ciril  goremment.  Other  departmeBta  are 
cha^ied  whb  the  adminiatralion  and  execution  of  the  tsw.  Upon  the 
LegisUture  is  deroWed  the  duty  of  making  the  law.  lis  action  is  the  . 
mle  of  adminiatntion  and  execution.  That  action  ia  orer  all  and  reats 
upon  all.  It  binda  the  conduct  of  men  to  the  extent  of  the  extreme 
penalty  of  human  life,  and  the  interests  of  men  to  the  extent  of  erery 
thing  which  can  be  held  aa  property.  The  office  of  the  legialator  is 
one  of  the  highest  dignity.  The  truat  reposed  in  him  by  his  conatita- 
ency,  ia  one  of  the  Our  ambition  abeuld  be  to  dis* 

chirge  this  trust  we  and  our  expectations  of  honox 

ihonid  be  measured  of  our  consciouanesa  that  sound 

principles,  diaintere  id  patriotic  impulaes,  govern  our 


The  reflectioD  that  we  are  the  mere  ageaU  of  the  people,  dacted 
aet  to  serre  oorselres  but  them,  should  be  ever  present  with  os.  Tb* 
great  eleraenta  of  their  prosperity  are  in  their  hands,  not  ours.  Hietr 
nn  patiaat  iadoetry  and  carefol  frugdi^,  and  their  #nB  derotiM  le 
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equal  rights  and  equal  laws,  are  the  fopndation  and  the  life  of  our  in« 
stitutions,  and  are  within  their  own.  keeping.  Laws  are  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  pursue  this  industry  and  enjoy  its  fruits  ;  to  obtain 
these  rights  and  reap  their  benefits,  burdens  must  be  imposed  upon 
them  and  their  property  to  defray  the  expenses  of  carrying  these  laws 
into  effect.  These  things  they  cannot  well  do  in  person.  Hence  the 
delegation  of  power  to  us ;  and  the  discbarge  of  this  agency  is  the 
responsible  duty  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter.  The  fewest  and 
simplest  laws  consistent  with  the  security  of  tlie  great  objects  to  be 
attained,  and  tlie  lightest  burdens  which  their  enforcement  will  permit, 
must  be  the  best  and  wisest  execution  of  the  trust ;  the  most  salutary 
and  acceptable  to  the  constituency,  and  the  most  honorable  to  the  re« 
presentative. 

If  these  simple  principles  are  kept  steadily  in  view,  and  permitted 
to  govern  our  action,  our  duties  will  be  rendered  comparatively  easy, 
their  performance  pleasant,  and  their  discharge  beneficial  to  the  public. 
If  we  try  our  measures  by  the  influences  they  must  exert  upon  the 
interests  and  pursuits  of  all  classes  of  society,  and  carefully  compare 
every  expenditure  we  authorize  with  the  promises  of  benefit 'to  the 
whole  people,  we  shall  escape  the  worst  perplexities  which  are  usually 
attendant  upon  legislation ;  avoid  the  most  serious  dangers  which  beset 
our  path ;  and  lay  no  foundation  for  the  complaints,  which  most  deeply 
disturb  the  public  mind. 

That  legislation  which  equalizes  the  benefits  and  burdens  of  govem* 
ment,  extends  the  same  encouragement  to  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  all  in  every  situation  and  employment,  and  attempts  to  secure  no 
special  privileges  to  any,  will  diffuse  prosperity  throughout  a  com- 
munity ;  because,  under  such  a  system  of  laws,  all  will  feel  that  the 
fruits  of  their  industry  are  justly  secured  to  themselves.  On  the 
contrary,  attempts  to  confer  favors  by  law  upon  classes  or  localities, 
produce  a  competition  destructive  to  profitable  industry ;  a  strife,  not 
to  earn,  but  to  gain  the  earnings  of  others.  Such  a  policy  may  ac- 
cumulate wealth  in  a  few  hands  more  rapidly  than  equal  legislation, 
and  may,  to  the  superficial  observer,  present  the  greater  show  of 
prosperity  ;  but  the  appearance  is  artificial  and  delusive,  and  is  pro^ 
duced  by  a  forced  and  unequal  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  labor 
of  all.  The  tendency  of  this  false  system  is  to  separate  capital  from 
productive  labor,  and,  carried  out  to  its  full  extent,  will  produce  the 
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tingolar  resvU,  that  he  who  labors  least  may  aceumulate  most,  and  he 
Irho  ^orks  the  hardest  may  know  ihe  most  want. 

A  choice  between  these  lines  of  policy,  in  the  discharge  of  our 
tegislative  duties,  cannot  be  difficult,  and  will  not,  I  trust,  be  doubtful. 

In  presenting  to  you  the  condition  of  the  State,  a  reference  to  its 
imemal  peace  may  well  chiim  the  first  place. 

In  my  annual  message  of  the  last  year,  it  became  my  unpleasant 
duty  to  announce  to  the  Legislature  that  the  public  peace  'had  been 
interrupted,  the  laws  resisted  by  armed  force,  and  that  my  predecessor 
had  been  compelled  to  order  into  service  a  portion  of  the  militia  of  the 
State,  to  preserve  the  one  and  enforce  the  other.  That  military  force 
was  in  the  field  at  the  time  that  communication  was  made  to  the 
Legislature.  In  that  paper  I  gave  at  length  the  character  of  these 
disturbances,  and,  in  every  form  which  presented  itself  to  my  mind  as 
fikely  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence,  appealed  to  the  tenants  of  the 
estates,  between  whom  and  the  landlords  of  the  same  estates  the  con- 
troversy nominally  existed,  to  change  their  course,  and  wi.hdraw  their 
countenance,  their  influence,  and  their  contributions  of  money  and 
means  from  the  desperate  men,  who  were  making  armed  resistance 
against  the  laws. 

At  that  time  human  life  had  been  sacrificed,  in  two  several  in- 
gtances,  to  the  mad  spirit  of  insubordination,  and  those  incidents  were 
referred  to  as  natural  fruits  of  such  unlawful  violence,  and  as  start 
ling  warnings  of  worse  results,  if  the  same  spirit  continued  to  be  en- 
couraged. 

These  disturbances,  and  the  proper  remedies  to  be  applied  to  them, 
occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the  last  Legislature,  and  among  other 
measures  adopted,  was  a  law  **  to  prevent  persons  appearing  disguis- 
ed and  armed.**  The  provisions  of  this  law  were  so  stringent,  and  its 
penalties  so  severe,  that  the  confident  hope  was  indulged  of  an  aban- 
donment of  the  use  of  the  disguises,  the  protection  of  which,  as  ex- 
perience had  shown,  constituted  the  principal  danger.  Repeated  in- 
stances  of  flagrant  outrage  had  demonstrated  that  those  who  would 
stoop  to  disguise  their  persons,  in  pursuit  of  an  unlawful  object,  only 
nqoired  to  have  their  confidence  in  the  protection  of  the  disguise  suf* 
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fidently  strengthenedi  to  bring  them  to  the  commission  of  any  degree 
of  crime.  In  other  words,  the  universal  principle  was  illustrated  in 
these  proceedings,  that  crime  requires  concealment,  and  that  he  who 
dare  not*  in  the  open  light,  look  the  law  in  the  face,  will  be  embolden- 
ed, nnder  the  cover  of  darkness,  or  the  protection  of  the  mask,  to 
OQtrage  its  fequiremenia>  and  etrike  dowa  its  defenceless  aunieters* 

This  law  had  not  long  been  in  force,  when  it  became  apparent  that 
the  hopes  entertained  of  its  salutary  influence  were  not  to  be  realized. 
Confidence  in  the  disguises  became  stronger  than  the  fear  of  punish* 
mentt  and  parties  of  disguised  men  began  to  show  themselves  in  the 
excited  districts.  The  county  of  Delaware,  theretofore  comparatively 
peaceful,  became  the  theatre  of  nsore  open  and  active  resistance 
against  the  officers  of  the  law,  than  ha<(  previously  prevailed  else- 
where. The  assemblages  of  disguised  men  were  more  frequent,  more 
numerous,  and  their  proceedings  more  daring  and  desperate,  than  had 
characterized  the  disturbances  in  any  other  quarter.  So  also  these 
lawless  outrages  and  their  perpetrators  were  met  in  that  county  more 
promptly*  firmly,  and  energetically,  than  they  had  been  before  en- 
countered, without  the  aid  of  a  State  military  force ;  and  the  law- 
abiding  citizens  of  the  county,  led  on  by  their  civil  officers,  to  their 
lasting  honor,  overcame  the  resistors  by  their  own  unaided  efibrts. 

The  courts  and  juries  of  the  county  proved  themselvee  as  firm  and 
&ithful  to  the  law  as  the  body  of  citizens  had  done,  and  those  arrested 
in  disguise  and  with  arms,  were  indicted,  tried,  convicted,  and  three 
of  the  number  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  State  prison  each  for 
the  term  of  two  years. 

These  energetic  proceedings,  appeared,  for  the  time,  to  have  sub- 
dued the  insurrectionary  spirit,  as  well  in  the  other  excited  counties, 
as  in  Delaware,  and  again  the  hope  was  indulged,  that  if  excitement 
had  not  given  place  to  reflection,  and  passion  to  reason,  at  least  it  had 
been  seen  that  the  strength  of  the  law,  and  the  love  of  peace  and  order 
in  the  breasts  of  our  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizens,  were  too  power- 
ful for  a  resistance  of  the  character  attempted,  and  that  further  efibrts 
of  that  description  would  be  abandoned. 

Ia  Delawaive  county  nothing  transpired,  for  months^  to  dispel  thia 
plsasiiig  hope,  though  in  tke  adjoining  county  of  Schoharie^  varioin 
outrages  were  coounitted ;  the  sherijOT  was  forcibly  resisted,  and  was 
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compelled  to  resort  to  the  proTisiona  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  **  to 
enforce  the  law  and  preserve  order,'*  and  obtain  permission  to  raise  a 
goard  to  assist  him  to  serve  legal  process.  So  in  the  county  of  Co* 
Inmbia,  several  gross  outrages  were  committed  upon  the  rights  and 
propeity  of  privvle  persone ;  and,  in  die  month  ai  May,  one  of  the 
deputies  of  the  sheriff  of  that  county,  while  quietly  walking  in  the 
highway,  in  compAny  with  two  assistants,  upon  his  reiom  from  eioe* 
eating  a  writ  oi  possession,  was  deliberately  fired  upon  by  three  seve« 
ml  persons,  iit>m  the  cover  of  some  bushes  near  the  road,  and  himself 
and  one  of  the  assistants  severely  but  not  dangerously  wounded.  He 
was  also  fired  upon,  but  without  effect,  while  actually  engaged  in  exe* 
cuting  the  writ.  Every  practicable  effort  has  been  made  to  discover 
and  arrest  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages,  as  yet  without  success. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  ill-fated  county  of  Delaware,  however,  to 
bring  these  mistaken  and  ill-advised  disturbances  to  open  insurrection, 
and  to  crown  the  long  catalogue  of  crime  with  a  cold,  deliberate  and 
cruel  murder.  On  the  seventh  of  August,  Osman  N.  Steele,  under 
sheriff  of  the  county,  fell,  shot  to  death,  from  behind  the  protection  of 
these  masks  and  disguises,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  in  the  open  field, 
and  while  quietly  and  inoffensively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duty.  Surrounded  by  some  two  hundred  and  forty  disgui&ed  and 
armed  men  and  a  body  of  spectators,  and  with  the  sheriff  and  two  as- 
sistants vrithin  a  few  feet  of  his  person,  this  faithful  officer  was  mur- 
dered, and  to  this  day  no  one  of  the  actual  perpetrators  of  the  bloody 
deed  has  been  identified. 

The  investigations  before  the  coroner's  jury  were  protracted  and 
searching  almost  beyond  example,  and  developed  testimony,  portions 
of  which  were  laid  before  me,  and  left  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  that 
die  crisis  had  arrived  contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  in  the  provi- 
sions of  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  "  Act  to  enforce  the  laws  and 
preserve  order  ;"  and  application  having  been  made,  by  all  the  officers 
named  in  the  section,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  August,  I  declared 
by  proclamation,  the  county  of  Delaware  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion, within  the  provisions  and  meaning  of  that  law. 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  that  proclamation,  which  will  give  to 
the  Legislature  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  issued. 
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The  necessary  orders  were  immediately  gtyen,  to  call  into  the  set* 
Tice  of  the  State  three  hundred  men,  to  serve  as  a  baitahoh  of  light 
infantry,  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  Whom  were  to 
serve  as  mounted  men,  when  the  service  shbuld  call  for  siich  force. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Adjutant  General,  herewith  transmiltedi 
will  show  more  in  detail  the  facts  in  relation  to  this  force  and  its  or« 
ganization  ;  and  it,  and  the  annual  report  of  the  Comptroller,  will  give 
the  plan  adopted  to  subsist  the  men  and  the  horses,  and  the  entire  ex« 
pense  to  the  State  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  battalion. 

No  instance  of  resistance  Was  experienced  in  the  whole  course  of 
the  service  of  this  force,  although  it  was  assiduously  employed  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  civil  as  well  as  criminal  process,  and  in  the  gene- 
ral execution  of  the  law  ;  the  collection  of  the  rents  in  arrear  being  a 
prominent  part  of  the  duty  performed. 

The  arrests  made  by  the  sheriff  and  his  officers,  with  the  aid  first 
of  the  civil,  and  subsequently  of  the  military  posse,  were  very  nume- 
rous, reaching  considerably  beyOnd  one  hundred.  Some  thirty  only 
of  these,  however,  were  persons  charged  with  being  present  at,  or  par- 
ties to,  the  murder,  the  residue  being  in  custody  for  minor  offences, 
growing  out  of  the  previous  disturbances  in  that  county.  An  impres- 
sion has  prevailed,  to  soipe  extent  at  least,  that  persons  implicated  in 
the  transaction,  out  of  which  this  murder  proceeded,  were,  by  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  merely  punished  by  the  imposition  of  a 
fine.  This  is  a  mistake.  All  of  those  so  punished  were  charged 
with,  and  plead  guilty  to,  offences  previously  committed,  and  no  one 
implicated  in  the  murder,  who  was  sentenced  at  all,  received  less  pu- 
nishment than  imprisonment  for  seven  years  in  the  State  Prison. 
Some,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  manslaughter  in  the  low- 
er degrees,  were  liberated  upon  recognizances,  and  not  sentenced  at 
all,  the  sentences  having  been  suspended.  This  mistake  is  corrected, . 
to  prevent  misapprehension  as  to  the  proceedings  of  that  court,  and 
to  do  justice  to  its  members. 

Aoout  ninety  persons,  supposed  to  be  identified  as  present  at  the 
time,  armed  and  disguised  and  engaged  in  resisting  the  sheriff,  were 
indicted  for  the  murder.  Of  this  number,  little  more  than  one-third 
were  arrested.  All  these  were  discharged  from  the  jail  in  the  manner 
already  well  known  to  the  public,  except  the  two  men  convicted  and 
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sentenced  to  be  executed.  The  residue  of  the  penKms  90  indicted  are 
at  large,  having  hitherto  evaded  the  service  of  process,  together  with 
the  still  larger  number  not  yet  identified.  Among  these  are  supposed 
to  be  most,  or  niU  of  the  principal  leaders,  and  of  those  who  actually 
fired  upon  the.  lamented  Steele,  on  that  fatal  occasion. 

The  sentences  of  the  men  convicted  of  the  murder  have  been,  by 
me,  commuted  for  the  punishment  of  imprisonment  in  the  State  Pri- 
son for  the  terms  of  their  natural  lives.    The  grounds  of  my  interfe- 
rence were  set  forth  in  a  letter  to  the  sheriff,  a  copy  of  which  is  hero 
with  transmitted. 

As  soon  as  it  was  supposed  time  had  been  allowed  to  restore  a  rea- 
sonable degree  of  calmness  to  the  public  mind,  the  Adjutant-General 
was  directed  to  visit  Delaware,  and  make  inquiries  and  examinations, 
with  a  view  to  the  revocation  of  the  proclamation  declaring  the  county 
to  be  in  a  sUite  of  insurrection,  and  the  final  discharge  of  the  military 
force  in  the  service  of  the  State. 

Upon  consultation,  in  this  way,  with  the  public  authorities,  civil 
and  military,  and  with  various  prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  the 
conclusion  was  formed  that  the  time  had  arrived,  when  these  steps 
would  probably  b6  consistent  with  the  public  security,  and  might  be 
calculated  to  allay  irritation,  and  promote  the  restoration  of  harmony 
and  quiet  to  this  distracted  society.  Accordingly,  the  proclamation 
of  the  27th  of  August  was  revoked,  by  a  proclamation  dated  on  the 
1 8th  of  December,  to  take  effect  after  the  22d  of  that  month,  a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  necessary  orders  were, 
simultaneously,  issued  for  the  discharge  of  the  military  force,  on  the 
same  day. 

It  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battalion  to  say,  that  the 
order  and  energy,  the  willing  obedience,  and  prompt  and  unpretend*' 
ing  execution  of  duty,  which  have  signalized  their  entire  service,  have 
entitled  all  to  the  highest  praise.  The  vigilance  and  discretion  of  the 
officers,  and  the  steady  fidelity  of  the  men,  prove  that  the  latter  were 
well  commanded,  and  the  former  well  served  ;  and  demonstrate  that 
the  peace  of  the  State,  and  the  execution  of  its  laws,  are  both  safe  in 
the  patriotic  hands  of  its  citizen  soldiery. 
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No  indications  of  a  dispotition  to  interrupt  the  peace  of  this  county 
have  reached  me,  since  these  transactions. 

The  opinion  is  now  very  generally  entertained  that  the  scenes  of 
Tiolence  and  armed  resistance  to  the  laws  have  terminated ;  that  the 
disguises  have  been  permanently  discarded ;  and  that,  hereafter,  legal 
and  constitutional  modes  of  redress  for  the  grievances  supposed  to  ez* 
ist,  will  alone  be  attempted. 

Indications  of  a  disposition  to  keep  up  the  excitement,  and  even  the 
insurrectionary  proceedings,  continue  to  be  manifested  in  individual 
cases ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  indications  are  confined  to  those 
who  have  made  it  their  vocation  to  kindle  these  disturbances,  and 
whose  only  interest  in  them  has  been  the  personal  advantages  to 
themselves  from  their  existence.  Hitherto  the  confiding  tenants  have 
listened  to  such  advisers,  not  seeing,  nor  suspecting,  the  selfish  im- 
pulses of  interest  and  ambition,  which  prompted  counsel  so  apparently 
patriotically  given,  until  a  severe  experience  has  shown  them  the  dis- 
astrous results  of  their  misplaced  confidence.  Upon  some,  who  were 
industrious,  quiet,  and  thrifty  farmers,  it  has  brought  ignominious 
punishment,  and  perpetual  incarceration,  in  the  company  of  felons. 
Others,  who  held  like  standing,  it  has  banished  firom  their  families 
and  their  homes,  and  made  fugitives  from  that  justice  they  were 
taught  to  spurn,  for  the  sake  of  following  these  false  guides  upon 
what  was  represented  by  them  as  a  shorter  and  surer  road  to  a  redress 
of  their  alleged  grievances.  To  all  it  has  brought  loss  of  property; 
angry  and  embittered  feuds,  in  the  place  of  peaceful  social  relations, 
and  anxiety,  apprehension,  and  distrust,  to  poison  the  happiness  of 
the  dpmestic  fireside.  These  are  some  of  the  fruits  which  have  been 
realized  from  following  designing  and  selfish  counsellors ;  and  when 
these  tenants  shall  attempt  to  resort  to  the  legal  and  constitutional 
modes  of  redress,  which  they  now  propose,  /hey  will  find  that  there 
too  these  pretended  friends  have  least  acted  the  part  of  friends  to 
them ;  and  that  these  appeals,  even  if  right  and  prqper  in  themselves, 
have  received  nothing  but  prejudice  from  such  interference. 

In  my  former  communication  to  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject, 
I  stated  that  I  considered  myself  precluded  from  discussing,  or  even 
considering,  the  real  merits  of  the  difierences  existing  between  the 
landlords  and  the  tenants,  by  the  violent  and  criminal  conduct  of  those 


who  assaflMl  lo  aet  fof  <he  latter,  aUd  iathcdr  naiine,  Md  appmMly 
bj  their  approbatioii ;  and  who  had  changed  the  issue  to  one  between 
sastaining  the  last^  preeerYing  the  public  peace,  sfad  proteotang  thd 
lights  and  lives  of  unoffending  dtiaens  on  the  one  side,  and  armed  re- 
siatance  against  the  law,  wanton  disturbances  of  the  peace,  and  agw 
gravated  trespasses  on  the  rights  and  lives  of  indiridQali,  on  the  other. 

Assuming,  what  I  hope  time  may  prove,  that  these  violent  proceed* 
ings  have  terminated,  and  that,  hereafter,  only  constitutional  and  lav*" 
fal  appeals  for  redress  are  to  be  made,  the  points  really  presented  for 
public  action,  become  proper  subjects  for  inquiry  and  discussion. 

The  change  of  the  tenures  from  leasehold  to  fee  simple  estates,  I  have 
ever  understood,  and  supposed  to  be  the  great  object  of  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  tenants.  The  odious  character,  and  evil  influences  of  the 
leasehold  tenures,  have  certainly  formed  the  great  burden  of  the  com- 
plaints which  have  reached  me ;  and  I  have  labored  under  a  false 
iaspression,  if«  at  the  commencement,  the  avowed  object  was  not  this 
change.  This,  it  seems  to  be  well  understood  and  conceded,  nwst  be 
roached  by  contract  and  compromise  between  the  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  that  no  power  possessed  by  the  State  could  so  change  the  existing 
oontraets,  while  the  Constitution  .of  the  United  States  remained  in 
Howe. 

If  my  present  information  be  correct,  that  point  has  been  substan- 
tially readied,  so  far  aaf  the  landlords  are  concerned.  They,  I  believe^ 
with  very  few  exceptions,  avow  their  readiness  to  commute  the  titles, 
and  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  their  respective  tenants  for  that  pur- 
pose. Some  of  them  have  gone  so  far  as  to  give  to  the  public  the 
terms  upon  which  they  will  commute,  or  upon,  which  they  will  open, 
negotiations  for  that  object ;  and  in  many  cases,  which  have  come  to' 
my  knowledge,  these. term  appear  to  be  such,  as  in  all  fairness,  re- 
quire on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  a  corresponding  advance  towards  a 
compromise.  I  do  not  say  that  the  precise  terms  should  be  accepted; 
bat  I  think  I  speak  no  more  than  the  judgment  of  the  great  mass  ot 
our  constituents,  when  I  say  that  they  ore  propositions  which  ought 
to  be  received  as  the  basis  of  mutual  negotiations. 

Assuming  the  continuance  of  the  leases,  another  ground  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  tenants  is  the  distress  fcAr  rent,  which  it  is 
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claimed  should  be  abolished.  This  the  L^gislatare  has  the  unqnet^ 
tioned  power  to  do  prospectively ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  the  right  to 
do  it  retro^ectiVely,  will  be  contended  for»-  where  the  remedy  by  dis- 
tress is  secured  by  the  covenants  in  the  lease.  A  change  of  the  law 
thus  afiecting  a  subsisting  contract  is  held,  as  I  believe,  by  the  high- 
est judicial  authority  in  the  country,  not  merely  to  affect  the  remedy^ 
but  to  impair  the  obligation  of  the  contract  itself.  Considered  there- 
fore, in  a  prospective  light  only,  I  cannot  perceive  that  this  change  of 
the  law  can  be  seriously  detrimental  to  lessors,  and  especially  of  farm- 
ing lands.  Their  security  for  ultimate  payment  is  always  to  be  found 
ii  the  improvements  upon  the  land.  It  would  doubtless,  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  affect  the  leasing  of  houses  and  other  tenements  In 
cities  and  villages,  where  deteripration  rather  than  improvement  to  the 
property  is  the  consequence  of  the.  use ;  but  whether  the  effect  would 
be  most  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  landlord,  or  tenant,  is  very  ques- 
tionable. 

• 

The  remedy  by  distress,  especially  when  applied  to  farms,  ia  so 
inseparably  connected  with  the  leasehold  tenures,  as  to  partake  of  their 
unpopularity ;  and  it  may  be  wise,  in  reference  to  this  description  of 
property,  to  abolish  it  prospectively,  as  it  i^ay  the  tenures  themselves 
as  applicable  to  agricultural  lands.  .  This  mode  of  collecting  the  rent 
is  said  to  be  too  summary  for  the  safety  of  the  farmer ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  alleged  that,  although  summary,  it  is  the  least  exgen- 
sive  process  for  the  collection  of  an  admitted  and  Kquidated  debt.  It 
is  also  added  that  the  non-payment  of  the  rent  must  be  a  forfeiture  of  « 
the  lease,  entitling  the  landlord  to  re-enter  and  re-possess  himself  of 
the  land  with  the  improvements ;  and  if  the  remedy  by  distress  be 
taken  from  him,  he  will  atail  himself  of  this  more  severe,  though  more 
protracted,  redress.  A  sufficient  answer  to  this  argument  is  that,  as 
the  improvements  upon  the  land  must  always  be  ample  security  to 
the  laiullord  for  his  rent,  where  farms  are  leased  in  this  manner,  the 
change  of  the  law  cannot  injure  him ;  and .'  if  a  valuable  public  good 
can  be  accomplished  by  it,  and  the  tenant,*  who-  is  the  other  party  in 
immediate  interest,  desires  the  change  at  this  risk,  the  landlord  would 
seem  to  have  no  reasonable  ground  for  complaint  or  opposition. 

A  still  further  complaint  made  by  the  tenants  is  that  an  inequality 
of  taxation  exists  in  favor  of  the  landlords"  of  these  leasehold  estates, 
unjust  to  the  people  of  the  whole  State,  in  reference  to  the  coUection 
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of  E  genenl  tax,  and  paitieakrly  tmjiist  to  llio  people  of  the  coimtiot 
lAere  the  estates  are  situate,  in  reference  to  the  taxes  annually  as* 
sessed  to  pay  town  and  county  expenses*  The  ground  assumed,  if  I 
ondentand  it,  is  that  the  rents  are,  ih  effect,  the  interest  upon  a  capital 
inyested  by  the  landlord  and  secured  upon  the  land,  which  capital  is 
as  proper  an  object  of  taxation  as  money  secured  by  bond  and  mort* 
gage,  or  by  contract  for  th^  sate  of  lands.  In  other  words,  it  is  as* 
samed  that  conyeying  lands  by  durable  leases  is  a  mode  of  sale,  in 
effect,  by  which  the  seller,  instead  of  stipulating  that  the  purchase 
money  shall  be  paid  within  a  specified  time,  requires  that  it  shall  for* 
erer  remain  invested  in  and  secured  Upon  the  land,  and  that  the  interest 
upon  that  purchase  money  shall  be  annually  paid  to  him  as  rent.  If 
the  same  terms  of  sale  were  carried  into  effect  by  a  deed  from  the 
seller  and  a  mortgage  from  the  purchaser,  the  law  would  tax  the  capital 
secured  by  the  mortgage  in  the  hands  of  the  seller,  while  the  land 
would  be  taxed  as  the  property  of  the  purchaser.  In  these  cases,  the 
law  taxes  the  lands  to  the  tenants  who  occupy  them ;  and  still  it  is 
said  the  capital  secured  to  the  landlord  by  the  lease,  and  which  pro- 
duces to' him  his  interest  under  the  name  of  rent,  as  the  mortgage 
secures  to  the  seller  the  capital  which  produces  his  income  under  the 
name  of  interest,  is  not  reached  by  the  law,  and  is  not  taxed  at  all, 
although  there  is  no  difference  in  prihciple,  public  policy  or  substantial 
justice,  between  the  two  cases. 

There  appears  to  be  force  and  truth  in  this  position.  The  place 
and  manner  of  assessing  such  capital  may  be  matter  of  more  difficul* 
ty  and  more  question.  The  money  due  upon  mortgages,  contracts, 
notes,  and  the  like,  is  assessed  to  the  holder  of  the  securities,  at  the 
place  of  his  residence,  and  the  tax  is  payable  in  his  town  or  waid ; 
while  the  complaint  urged'  in  this  case  implies  the  opinion  that  the 
leases  should  be  assessed,  and  the  tax  paid  in  the  town  or  ward  where 
the  lands  are  situate.  This  would  be  the  introduction  of  a  new  princi- 
ple in  reference  to  the  assessment  of  personal  property  of  resident  ci- 
tizens ;  but  the  expediency  of  adopting  it,  and  the  mode  of  carrying 
it  out,  are  matters  of  detail,  appropriately  belonging  to  legislation,  in 
case  the  tax  itself  is  imposed. 

A  report  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  upon 
this  subject,  was  made  on  the  16th  of  April  last,  in  obedience  to  a  call 
from  the  Asaeaibly  of  1844.    In  this  document  the  whole  subject  as 
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dkenifed  with  cImimm  and  foios.  Z  nagpectfaDy  lefer  tbe  Legida* 
tora  to  it^  as  presantiog  considaratioDSy  upon  this  point,  lAich  appoar 
to  me  to  be  aound  in  principle  and  practical  in  detail. 


A  9uggeation  bi^  l^en  j&equently  made,  in  connection  with  thp 
troubles  arising  from  these  tenures,  the  adoption  of  which  I  supp^»e 
to  be  wiihin  the  unquestioned  power  of  the  Legislature,  although  I 
am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  urged  by  the  tenants  upon  the  existing 
leasehold  estates.  It  is,  that  a  law  should  be  passed,  to  prohibit,  for 
the>  future,  this  form  of  selling  farming  lands,  by  declaring  that  no 
lease  for  such  landSf  for  a  longer  term  than  five,  or  ten  years,  or  some 
other  short  period,  shall  be  valid.  It  is  entirely  i^pareot,  notwith- 
standing the  Very  unwarrantable  character  of  the  late  disturbances 
upon  the  leasehold  estates,  that  these  tenures  are  not  in  accqrdanoo 
with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  or  with  the  feelings  of  that  portion 
of  our  people  in  no  way  interested  in  the  disturbances,  or  in  the  rela- 
tions out  of  which  they  have  .grown.  Such  is  manifestly  the  settled 
state  of  the  public  mind  upon  this  point,  that  the  multiplication,  or 
material  extension  of  leasehold  estates,  would  be  looked  upon  as  a 
public  evil,  threatening  more  wide  spread  and  serious  disturbances,  than 
those  which  have,  recently,  interrupted  our  internal  peace.  If,  there- 
fore, there  be  no  obstacle  in  principle,  and  none  presents  itself  to  my 
mfiid,  may  it  not  be  well  for  the  Legislature  to  put  at  rest  any  appre- 
hension of  this  sort,  by  the  passage  of  such  a  law  ?  I  should  hope  for 
salutary  lofluenees  from  such  legislation  upon  the  existing  estates. 
I  think  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  confirm,  in  tbe  minds  of  the  land* 
Idds,  their  present  inclination  to  commute  the  leasehold  titles,  and 
would  operate  strongly  upon  the  tenants,  to  induce  them  to  acoept  fair 
terms  of  commutation,  and  discharge  thems^res,  at  as  eariy  a  day  aa 
possible,  from  an  objectionable  system  of  tenures  thus  confined  fea 
them. 

I  am  not  aware  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  upon  you  for  any 
further  provisions  of  law,  in  reference  to  the  suppression  of  these  dis- 
turbances, if  they  should  again  arise,  aa  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped 
they  will  not.  The  provisions  of  the  two  laws  passed  by  the  last  Le- 
gislature, which  have  been  before  referred  to,  the  first  *'  to  prevent 
persons  appearing  disguised  and  armed^'^  and  the  second  *'  to  enforce 
the  laws  and  preserve  order,"  have  been  very  effective,  when  energe- 
tieally  nod  faithfully  resorted  to,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  sufficient  to 


wtcm%  the  enfanMBMt  of  <1ie  law  and  die  {mter?ttion  of  ovder,  to 

bx  MB  Iegi«lati¥e  enactments  can  do  it.  There  is  some  complaint  that 
the  last  named  act  throws  too  heary  a  burden  upon  the  county,  and 
especially  in  expense,  before  the  power  of  the  State  can  be  invoked. 
This  is  a  point  upon  which  the  last  Legislature  deliberated  carefully, 
and  yet  experience,  subsequent  to  its  action,  may  have  furnished  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  there  i^  justice  in  the  complaint.  It  is  a  point 
of  the  first  importance  in  enforcing  the  law,  as,  unless  the  power  of 
the  county  shall  be  faithfully  exerted,  the  authorities  of  the  State  can- 
not interfere ;  and  if  the  pecuniary  burden  upon  the  county  is  likely 
to  be  so  great  as  to  discourage  e&rt  and  embarrass  the  sheriff  in  ob- 
taining a  sufficient  posse,  the  effect  might  be  dangerous.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  resort  to  the  power  of  the  State  is  made  too  easy, 
that  will  discourage  effort  in  the  county,  that  all  the  expense  may  be 
transferred  to  the  State.  The  subject,  therefore,  is  one  demanding 
careful  action,  and  is  respectfully  presented  to  your  consideration,  in 
case  a  change  of  the  existing  law  should  be  urged. 

Hie  expenses  upon  the  couifty  of  Delaware  have  been  very  heavy, 
and  I  am  advised  that  an  application  will  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
for  relief.  It  may  be  that  a  distinction  can  properly  be  made  between 
the  expenses  incurred  by  thai  county^  after  the  insurrection  existed  in 
fiict,  and  before  it  was  declared  to  exist  by  proclamation,  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  interposition  of  a  State  military  force.  It  is  propei^  to  inform 
the  Legislature  that  I  was  absent  from  the  capital  at  the  time  of  the 
oatbreak  and  murder,  and  agents  sent  by  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
coonty  to  invoke  my  action  were  delayed  several  days  to  await  my  re- 
turn ;  after  wliich~time  considerable  further  delay  was  occasioned,  to 
conUe  tbem  to  raiiim  and  furnish  to  me  evidence  of  the  facts  alleged 
to  exist,  but  vnthoul  the  evidence  of  which  I  did  not  feel  authorized 
to  make  so  responnUe  a  declaration.  From  these  causes  twenty  days 
intervened  between  the  kisorrectionary  assemblage  and  the  proclama- 
tion, and  during  all  that  time,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  the  sheriff 
was  employing  a  very  large  mounted  posse,  and  results  showed  that 
it  was  very  energetically  and  efficiently  employed.  It  was  the  deve- 
lopments consequent  upon  these  exertions,  exhibiting  the  fact  that  in- 
surrection did  exist  on  the  7tb  of  August,  which  laid  the  foundation 
for  proclaiming  its  existence  in  conformity  to  law ;  but  the  interposi- 
ticMi  of  the  State  could  not  be  retrospective,  and  therefore  the  expense 
of  preserving  the  peace,  sustaining  the  law,  and  apprehending  the 
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guiltyi;  during  these  twenty  days,  was  durofm  eidttsiTely  upon  tlie 
county. 

According  to  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution,  a  census  of  the 
people  of  the  State  has  been  taken,  during  the  last  year,  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  directing  the  manner 
of  taking  it.  The  returns  hare  all  been  made  to  the  office  of  the  Se« 
cretary  of  State^  and  the  report  of  that  officer  will,  at  an  early  day  in 
your  session,  place  the  results  before  you. 

The  entire  population  of  the  State  is  shown  to  be  2,604,495,  being 
an  increase,  since  the  census  of  1840,  taken  in  obedience  to  the  con* 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  of  183,574,  a  little  more  than 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  five  years.  This  is  a  rate  of  in* 
crease  much  less  than  has  marked  the  growth  of  our  population,  for 
the  previous  portions  of  the  present  century  ;  and  shows  that  emi- 
gration from  the  State  is  much  greater  than  to  it.  The  enumeratioa 
was  taken  as  of  the  first  day  of  July.  The  number  of  births  in  the 
State,  during  the  year  ending  on  that  day,  was  89,755,  and  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  36,284 ;  thus  showing  an  increase  of  the  births,  over 
the  deaihs,  in  a  single  year,  of  53,471.  'J'his  ratio  of  increase,  for 
the  five  years,  would  have  added  to  our  population  more  than  70»000 
souls  beyond  the  present  actual  number ;  which  simple  comparison 
establishes  two  important  facts,  lst«  That  the  natural  increase  of  the 
population  is  healthful  and  rapid,  and,  2d,  That  the  emigration  from 
the  State  is  greater  by  from  10,000  to  15,000  annually  than  the  emi-^ 
gration  to  it.  Another  fact  appearing  upon  the  face  of  the  censtM 
shows  the  description  of  this  emigration.  It  is,  that  the  increase  of 
population  is  confined  principally  to  the  cities  and  large  villages,  thus 
proving  that  the  great  body  of  the  emigration  from  the  State  is.  from 
the  agricultural  districu.  The  increase  of  population,  for  the  five 
years,  in  the  four  cities  of  New- York,  Brooklyn,  Albany,  and  Bufialo^ 
makes  an  aggregate  of  1 47,767. 

The  number  of  jpersons  liable  to  do  military  duty  is  226,292^  and 
the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  for  all  ofiScers  elective  by  the 
people  is  539,379. 

The.  statistics  of  the  productions  of  agriculture  and  manufactures 
are  very  full,  and  cannot  fail  to  possess  great  interest.    They  will  re^ 
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ceive  too  careful  an  examination  at  yoar  hands,  to  require  the  brief 
reference  to  them  here,  which  this  communication  will  permit.  The 
improTed  land  in  the  State  ayerages  a  trifle  more  than  four  and^a  half 
acres  to  each  soul,  and  there  is  produced  from  it,  of  wheat,  com,  rye, 
and  buckwheat,  bread  stuffs  proper,  according  to  our  classification,  a 
fractioD  less  than  thirteen  and  one-third  bushels  to  each  individual  of 
the  population ;  of  barley  and  oats,  a  fraction  less  than  eleven  and 
one-third  bushels  ;  of  beans  and  peas,  about  three-fourths  of  a  bu8h« 
el ;  and  of  potatoes  and  turnips,  they  being  the  only  articles  giten  of 
the  root  crops,  a  fraction  more  than  nine  and  a  half  bushels.  The 
milch  cows  are  more  than  one  to  three  persons,  and  the  butter  and 
cheese,  together,  average  more  than  forty  pounds  to  each  person. 
The  neat  cattle  are  very  nearly  one  to  each  soul,  and  the  hogs  more 
than  one  to  two  persons:'  The  wool  and  flax  produced  are  a  little  less 
than  six  and  a  half  pounds  to  a  person,  and  the  cloth  manufactured^ 
in  families  and  in  factories,  is  more  than  seventeen  yards  to  each  souL 

A  p<^u1ation,  whose  own  industry  produces  this  amount  annually, 
of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  and  affords  such  a  surplus  for 
exchange,  may  truly  be  said  to  hold  the  great  elements  of  its  inde<» 
pendente  and  prosperity  in  its  own  hands  ;  neither  of  which  can  be 
destroyed,  or  dangerously  impaired,  while  such  a  ratio  of  productive 
industry  is  directed  by  virtuous  and  patriotic  impulses,  strengthened 
by  the  universal  diffusion  of  education. 

The  law  of  the  last  session  directed  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  ap« 
point  marshals  to  take  a  census  of  *^  die  Indians  residing  on  the  seve* 
ral  reservations  in  this  State,  widi  such  statistical  informatioti  as  it 
should  be  in  their  power  to  collect,  and  as  the  Secretary  should  pre** 
scribe.^  The  retumif  of  these  marshals  give  the  means  of  compar* 
ing  the:  condition  of  these  children  of  the  forest,  as  they  are  usually 
termed,  with  that  of  the  general  population  of  the  State,  in  many  of 
the  particulars  above  enumerated ;  and  the  comparison  cannot  fail  to 
possess  a  strong  interest,  as  in  some  respects  it  will  present  a  melan- 
choly evidence  of  the  reduced  state,  and  now  almost  literally  dimi* 
nishing  population  of  these  once  powerful  and  proud  nations.  The 
enumeration  embraces  what  are  usually  know  as  the  Seneca,  Oneida, 
St.  Regis,  Onondaga  and  Cayuga  Indians,  within  the  State.  The 
whole  number  of  souls  is  3,753,  and  the  number  of  births,  in  the  year 
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end. 

A  minute  comparisoii  of  the  tlatistics  letwiied  witk  the  ceMae 
ef  ihe  Indians  will  show  that,  in  improved  land  and  articles  of  food, 
their  eondilion  bears  a  creditable  comparison  with  that  of  the  white 
Jyopulation.  in  manufacmres,  and  especially  of  the  necessary  cloth- 
ing, there  is  an  almost  total  deficiency. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  people  will  institute  these  comparisons  them*' 
selves,  as  they  cannot  fail  to  show  them  that  the  lands  they  possess, 
if  as  well  worked,  are  capable  of  rendering  them  as  comfortable,  and 
as  independent  of  want,  as  their  white  neighbors,  which  should  stiow 
nlate  them  to  still  further  and  mere  valuable,  and  more  useful  improve- 
ments. 

The  people  of  the  State  have,  with  a  unanimity  ahnost  miknown  ii> 
the  history  of  our  elections,  decided  in  fiivor  of  the  proposition  to  hold 
a  convention  "  to  consider  of  alterations  and  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution'' of  the  State.  This  decision  will  relieve  the  present  Legis- 
lature from  a  mass  of  responsible  labor,  which  has  consumed  much 
time,  for  several  of  the  past  years.  Impcnrtant  propositions  to  amend 
that  instrument  have  held  prominent  places  upon  the  calendars  of  bu-' 
siness  of  both  Houses  for  many  consecutive  sessions,  and  have  given 
occasion  for  elaborate  investigations  and  protracted  debates.  Thia 
whole  s«b}ect  has  now  been  referred,  by  the  people  themselves,^  to  a 
convention ;  nmi  it  would  be  highly  improper  in  me  to  attempt  to  presa 
upon  your  consideration  questions  thus  wisely  disposed  of,  so  £sr  a# 
oar  agency  is  concerned. 

Upon  this  Legislature,  however,  is  devolved  the  constitutional  duty 
of  re-apportioning  the  representation  in  the  Legislature,  accordivig  to 
the  returns  of  the  State  census  just  completed  f  and  as  the  election  to 
choose  delegates  to  the  convention  is  to  be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  April  next,  justice  to  the  people  of  the  counties,  the  representation 
of  which  is  to  be  increased  by  the  change  of  peculation,  would  seem 
to  require  that  the  apportionment  should  be  made  in  season  to  permit 
this  election  to  take  place  under  it.  No  injustice  will  be  done,  by  this 
proceeding,  to  the  counties,  the  representation  of  which  is  to  be  less- 
ened by  the  new  apportionment,  as  they  will  still  have,  in  the  conven- 
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ibft  other  class  of  counties  will  have  no  more. 

Justice  to  the  whole  population  equally  requires  this  action  at  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature.  The  same  people  who  have  voted  upon  the 
question  of  a  conyeniion  are  to  be  represented  in  that  body,  and  they 
have  a  right  to  be  equally  represented.  I  will  not,  hovfever,  occupy 
your  time  in  the  discussion  of  a  point,  about  which  J  feel  sure  there 
can  be  no  diversity  of  opinion,  but  will  content  myself  with  recom- 
mending that  this  subject  occupy  your  early  attention,  so  that  the  law 
may  be  passed  in  time  to  prepare  for  the  election  in  April. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  State  is  a  matter,  at  all  times^  of  the 
deepest  interest,  as  well  to  the  people  themselves,  as  to  their  repre* 
•entatives,  upon  whose  action  they  depend  for  the  security  of  their 
credit,  the  preservation  of  their  faith,  and  their  indemnity  from  un* 
necessary  and  unjust  burdens.  My  general  views  in  relation  to  the 
true  financial  policy  for  the  State,  in  the  present  condition  of  its  debts 
and  liabilities,  were  so  fully  expressed  in  my  first  message  to  the 
Legislature,  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  repetition  of  them  here. 
The  recommendations  were,  in  substance,  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
State  should  not  be  increased ;  that  the  revenues  of  the  respective 
funds  should  be  so  strengthened  as  to  render  them  sufficient  to  meet 
current  calls,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debts,  and  to  make  annual 
contributions  to  a  sinking  fund,  such  as  would  extinguish  the  principal 
within  a  reasonable  period ;  and  that,  while  the  redemption  of  the 
pledges  contained  in  former  laws,  authorizing  loans  of  money,  should 
require  it,  the  whole  of  the  revenues,  beyond  the  payment  of  current 
and  necessary  expenses,  should  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
portions  of  the  debt  falling  due,  rather  than  to  any  new  expenditures. 

In  this  last  recommendation,  I  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  difier  from 
the  majority  of  the  Legislature  to  which  the  communication  was  noade; 
and  a  bill  was  passed  to  appropriate  a  specific  amount  of  the  Qanal 
revenues  for  a  resumption  of  the  work  upon  the  unfinished  canals. 
Various  other  expenditures  were  authorized  in  the  same  bill.  I  was 
unable  to  give  to  the  measure  my  approbation,  and,  as  the  Constitution 
directs,  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with 
my  objections.  Those  objections  the  Journals  of  the  last  Assembly 
will  exhibit,  and  any  other  reference  to  them  in  this  communication  is 
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unncessary.  The  bill  did  not  pass  by  the  constitutional  vote,  and,  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  the  question  between  myself  and  the  majority 
of  the  LfCgislature  was  referred  to  the  decision  of  our  common  con- 
stituents. 

The  statement  of  the  canal  debt,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September  last,  as  given  to  me  from  the  canal 
department,  is  as  follows  : 

Erie  and  Champlain  canal,  old  debt,  •  •  * $11 1,365  54 

do                   do          newdebt, 341,474  52 

Erie  canal  enlargement, 9,933,000  00 

Oswego  canal 421,304  00 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, 237,000  00 

Chemung  canal, • 648,600  58 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 120,000  00 

Chenango  canal, 2,420,000  00 

Black  River  canal, 1,544,000  00 

Genesee  Valley  canal, « 3,794,000  00 

Oneida  Lake  canal 50,000  00 

Oneida  River  Improvement,  •••  • 69,276  13 

Making  the  entire  canal  debt  unredeemed,  30th  Sept. 

1845, $19,690,020  77 

Of  this  amount,  the  first  item,  Erie  and  Champlain 
canal,  old  debt,  is  provided  for ;  the  money  depo- 
sited in  the  transfer  office,  and  no  interest  has  been 
paid  upon  it  since  it  fell  due,  on  the  first  day  of 
July  lastf  Yet  it  is  to  be  paid,  is  due  on  present- 
ment, and  is  therefore  a  liability  against  the  means 
of  this  year.    The  amount  is  •  •  •  •  •  $11 1,305  54 

Of  Chenango  canal  stocks,  there  be- 
came payable  on  the  1st  day  of  the 

present  month, 2,362,535  66 

2,473,901  20 

Leaving  a  balance  of  debt  not  yet  due  of $  1 7,216,11 9  57 

Carried  forward, $17,216,119  57 
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Brought  forward, • •« $17,216,119  57 

The  whole  of  the  Oswego  canal  stocks  become  paya- 
ble on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  the  amount 

is $421,304  00 

Of  the  Cayuga  ic  Seneca  canal  stocks 
there  become  payable  on  the  first 

day  of  July  next,  the  sum  of 150,000  00 

571,804  00 

U  these  liabiliiies  of  the  present  year  be  met  by  pay- 
ment, there  will  remain  a  balance  of  the  canal  debt 
unredeemed,  of * .*«...  $16,644,815  57 
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The  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
aod  since  its  close,  have  pursued  the  policy  of  paying  these  stocks 
Ml  ihe  day,  and  have,  as  means  were  at  command,  and  opportunities 
were  afforded,  redeemed  such  of  ihe  Chenango  stocks  as  were  presen* 
ted.  They  had  given  seasonable  notice  to  the  holders  of  the  stodts, 
that  interest  would  not  be  paid  after  the  3 1st  day  of  December  last, 
the  stocks  having  been  made  payable  '*  after  the  year  1 845  ;"  and  va- 
rious parcels  were  presented,  and  large  amounts  redeemed,  before 
die  first  day  of  the  present  month,  which  was  the  day  of  payment. 
On  ihe  second  day  of  the  present  month,  about  $l,7d8,000  of  the 
Chenango  stocks  bad  been  paid  off  and  cancelled,  and  about  $672,000 
was  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners,  in  the  Manhattan 
Bank  in  the  city  of  New- York,  ready  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  ba- 
lance of  these  stocks,  as  they  should  come  io. 

The  unusually  large  amount  of  the  canal  tolls,  during  the  latterpart 
of  the  last  season  of  navigation,  has  enabled  the  commissioners  to 
place  in  Bank,  at  the  proper  point,  all  the  money  necessary  to  pay 
cff  the  whole  of  these  Chenango  stocks,  and  thus  to  accomplish  what 
it  had  scarcely  been  hoped  could  be  accomplished,  without  means 
other  than  those  the  Canal  Fund  could  supply.  The  annual  report  of 
the  commissioners  of  that  fund,  to  be  immediately  laid  before  you, 
will  give  more  at  large  the  present  condition  of  the  fund,  its  revenues 
and  its  debt. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  same  report  that  the  commissioners  con- 
fidently expect  to  be  able  to  meet,  at  the  day,  the  Oswego  and  Cayuga 
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and  $eneca  stocks,  payable  on  the  first  of  July  next,  without  any 
assistance  beyond  the  means  in  hand,  and  the  tolls  of  the  next  season, 
which  may  be  received  in  time  for  tliat  purpose. 

If  these  anticipations  shall  be  realized,  we  shall  have  effectually 
changed  our  policy  in  reference  to  the  canal  debt.  The  means  of  the 
first  two  years,  after  the  arrest  of  the  expenditures,  were  entirely 
consumed  in  paying  off  tcmpot^ry  loans,  arrearages  and  damages  (o 
contractors,  damages  done  to  lands,  and  the  like  claims,  which  had 
accumulated  during  the  progress  of  the  works,  or  were  occasioned  by 
their  suspension ;  and  in  replacing  the  moneys  theretofore  accumu- 
lated to  pay  off  the  old  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt,  which  had 
been  loaned  to  banks  that  were  unable  to  pay  ;  so  that  the  permanent 
stock  debt  was  increased  rather  than  diminished  during  that  period. 
Indeed  the  last  year  made  the  first  real  reduction  of  this  debt,  by  the 
payn^ent  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  third  of  the  old  stock,  reducing 
it  to  the  small  sum  before  given.  This  balance,  and  the  Chenango, 
Oswego  and  Cayuga  and  Seneca  stocks,  falling  upon  this  year,  amount 
to  the  large  siim  of  $3,045,205.20.  If  these  payments  shall  be  made 
within  the  present  fiscal  year,  an  amount  of  redemptions  equal  to 
$4,3l4,090.0l  will  have  been  made  within  the  two  years;  the  canal 
stock  debt  will  hav6  been  actually  diminished  $4,069,090.01  ;  and 
the  amount  of  annual  interest  upon  it  will  have  been  lessened  $206,- 
d96.58.  Results  like  these  will  rapidly  relieve  the  canal  revenues 
from  the  consuming  demand  for  interest,  which  has  so  long  nearly 
absorbfd  their  whole  net  proceeds. 

The  act  of  1842,  "to  provide  for  paying  the  debt  and  preserving 
the  credit  of  the  State,"  requires  a  statement  from  the  Canal  Depart- 
ment of  the  revenues  of  all  the  State  canals,  derived  from  sources 
annual  in  their  nature,  and  a  like  statement  of  all  the  expenditures 
upon  those  works,  and  of  all  charges  caused  by  or  growing  out  of 
them,  including  the  sum  of  $200,000,  required  by  a  law  of  1841  to  be 
annually  paid  to  the  general  treasury,  to  be  made  at  the  close  of  each 
fidcal  year.  That  statement  for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  September  last,  shows  an  aggregate  amount  of  revenue  of 

$2,375,232  48 
And  charges  and  expenses  to  the  amount  of . .  •  • 1 ,9 1 8, 1 40  55 

Leaving  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenses,  for  the 
fiscal  year,  of • $457,091  93 
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In  order  to  institute  the  sinking  fund,  required  to  be  established  by 
the  act  of  1842,  it  became  necessary  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  one* 
third  of  the  annual  interest  upon  the  canal  debt  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  that  act,  and  authorized  by  it.  That  was  done,  at  the 
the  Canal  Department,  after  the  amount  of  debt  to  be  contracted  under 
the  act  had  become  certain  ;  and  the  sum  arrived  at  was  $375,909.38. 
This  then  became  the  fixed  sum,  which,  at  the  least,  in  the  language 
of  the  law,  was  to  be  contributed,  from  the  surplus  canal  revenues,  to 
this  sinking  fund,  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year,  commencing  with 
the  dOth  of  September,  1842,  and  continuing  until  means  should  be 
accumulated  to  pay  the  whole  debt.  The  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  should  have  made  the  fourth 
coniribution  of  this  amnnnt  to  the  sinking  fund  ;  and,  had  they  been 
fully  made,  there  would  have  been  added  to  the  capital  of  the  fund, 
from  this  source,  $1,503,637.52;  whereas  the  actual  contributions 
hare  been  as  follows  : 

30ih  September,  1842,  ...*  $68,504  61 

«         "                1843,  ....  255,762  09 
"  1844, 671,277  51 

••         "  1845,  ....  457,091  93 


Making  the  amount  actually  contributed 

from  the  surplus  revenues,  for  the  four  years,  ...  •   $l,352,63f>  14 


The  amounts  thus  contributed  are  the  whole  amounts  o(  the  sur- 
plus, over  and  above  the  expenditures,  for  each  of  the  years.  The 
surplus  for  1842,  as  will  be  seen,  was  very  small,  and  fell  far  short  of 
the  required  contribution  ;  and  that  for  1 843  was  more  than  $120,000 
short,  while  those  of  the  two  last  years  considerably  exceed  the  third 
of  the  annual  interest,  as  ascertained  uhder  tliC  law.  Yet  the  aggre- 
gate of  actual  contributions  is  less,  by  $151,001 .38,  than  it  should 
have  been  to  make  good  the  fund,  according  to  the  contemplation  of 
the  law. 

There  is  no  express  provision  in  the  law  establishing  this  sinking 
fund,  which  requires  that  a  deficiency  in  the  canal  revenues  to  make 
the  contribution,  for  a  given  year,  shall  be  supplied  from  the  surplus 
of  a  subsequent  year,  although  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  fund  re«> 
quire  that  construction  ;  but  the  act,  chapter  314  of  the  laws  of  1844, 
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supplies  that  deficiency,  if  it  be  one,  by  making  ibis  requirement  in 
terms.  This  last  act  directs  the  establishment  of  another  sinking 
fund,  to  meet  a  debt  authoriEed  by  it ;  but  the  canal  revenues  have,  as 
yet,  furnished  no  surplus  applicable  to  that  object,  as  the  statements 
before  made  show  that  the  calls  of  this  fund  require  more  than  the 
entire  surplus  hitherto. 

My  annual  message  to  the  last  Legislature  was  prepared  under  a 
misapprehension  upon  this  subject.  Not  adverting  to  the  fact  that  the 
deficiencies  of  former  years,  in  the  contributions  to  this  fund,  were 
to  be  supplied  from  the  subsequent  revenues,  I  assumed  that  those  of 
the  last  year  had  furnished  a  surplus  beyond  the  demands  of  this 
sinking  fund  upon  them.  That  misapprehension  was  fully  corrected 
in  my  message  to  the  Assembly,  returning  the  bill  *'  concerning  the 
canals,'^  with  objections  ;  and  to  the  correction  there  made  I  respect* 
fully  refer,  in  case  the  explanation  should  become  material. 

The  revenues  of  all  the  canals,  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  have  ex* 
ceeded  those  of  the  year  1844  by  the  sum  of  $25,984.38 ;  but  the 
expenses  are  above  those  of  that  year  by  $140,169*96,  so  that  the 
surplus  of  revenue  over  the  expenditures  is  $1 1 4,1 85  •  58  less  than 
the  same  surplus  of  the  previous  year.  The  canal  tolls  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last  were  j^ 1 2,305 .56  less  than  for 
the  previous  fiscal  year,  and  the  rents  of  surplus  water  were  $654. 13 
less;  but  the  interest  on  the  current  revenue  was  $:)8,944.07  more 
than  for  the  previous  year,  thus  overbalancing  the  deficiencies  in  the 
other  two  items,  and  giving  the  excess  of  aggregate  revenue  above 
stated.  The  excess  of  expenditures  for  the  last  year  has  been  prin- 
cipally upon  the  repairs,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendents 
of  repairs,  and  the  improvements,  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  Canal  Commissioners ;  the  former  item  having  been  increased 
$81,656.32,  and  the  latter  $40,351.43.  The  annual  report  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners  will,  I  presume,  exhibit  these  expenditures  and 
the  causes  for  them,  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  business  of  the  fall  has  shown  that  the  principal  canals  must 
have  been  in  a  goodT  condition  for  navigation,  as  the  amount  of  ton* 
nage  transported  has  been  much  greater  than  in  any  former  equal 
period,  and  the  regularity  and  facility  with  which  unusually  heavy 
laden  boats  made  their  passage  is  the  best  evidence  that  few  obstruc- 


^oviB  were  eticoantered.  The  receipts  of  tolls  for  the  last  two  months 
of  the  navigable  season,  were  unprecedentedly  large,  and  have  mate- 
rially aided  at  an  opportune  moment,  to  place  means  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  to  redeem  the  large  amount  of 
stocks  which  fell  due  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month.  The  in- 
creased demand  and  improving  price  of  wheat  and  flour  have  contri- 
buted principally  towards  this  press  of  business  on  the  canals,  and  the 
consequence  has  doubtless  been  to  send  forward  to  the  market,  during 
the  fall,  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  last  crop,  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  brought  out  before  the  next  season.  The  tolls  of  the  fall 
have  thus  been  greatly  increased,  while  those  of  the  spring  will  be  di- 
minished to  the  extent  that  its  business  has  been  anticipated  by  the 
change  in  the  fall  market.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow,  therefore, 
that  the  tolls  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1846, 
will  be  unusually  large,  because  that  portion  of  them  already  received 
has  been  so. 

The  tolls  upon  each  of  the  canals  of  the  State,  for  the  last  season 
of  navigation,  compared  with  those  of  the  season  of  1844,  areas 
follows : 

1845.  1844. 

Erie  canal $2,361,810  75   $2,190,147  34 

Cbamplain  canal, 1 19,432  25  1 16,739  32 

Oswego        do     58,448  60  56,164  93 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, 32,436  66  24,6 18  17 

Chemung                   do     21,517  71  14,385  13 

Crooked  Lake            do     1 ,943  86  1 ,497  89 

Chenango                   do     26,567  34  22, 1 77  96 

Genesee  Valley          do     23, 1 44  35  1 9,641  20 

Oneida  Lake             do     643  16  62145 

Oneida  River  improvement, 459  10  381  IS 

Total, $2,646,453  78   $2,446,374  52 
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The  statements  from  the  Canal  Department,  from  which  the  fore- 
going  results  in  relation  to  the  Canal  Fund  and  its  revenues  are  de- 
duced, are  made  in  conformity  with  the  express  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1842,  which  requires  that,  as  a  part  of  the  annual  expenditures 
from  these  revenues,  shall  be  given  the  $200,000^  directed  by  the  act 
of  25th  of  Hayi  1841,  to  be  paid  yearly  to  the  General  Fund.    It  will 


be  seen  hereafter  that  this  sum  was  not,  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  paid 
to  the  General  Fund»  but  was  applied  by  the  Commissioaers  of  th^ 
Canal  Fund  to  the  redemption  of  canal  stocks  falling  due,  and  Jor  the 
redemption  of  which  sufficient  means,  without  this  portion  of  those 
revenues,  were  not  provided.  The  reimbursement  of  this  $300,000 
to  the  General  Fund,  when  there  shall  be  no  paramount  claims  upon 
the  canal  revenues  to  prevent  it,  will  leave  the  canal  accounts  as  they 
are  above  presented,  and  the.  only  effect  will  have  been  that  tlie  Canal 
Fund  will  have  deferred  a  debt  to  the  general  Treasury  rather  than  to 
the  public  creditor. 

The  condition  of  the  General  Fund  is  very  different  from  that  of 
the  Canal  Fund  just  presented.  Its  debt  is  large,  entirely  beyond  the 
power  of  its  revenues,  and  is  annually  augmenting.  Its  revenues,  now 
greatly  unequal  to  the  current  charges  upon  the  fund,  separate  from 
any  payment  upon  the  principal  of  the  debt,  are  to  be  materially  di- 
minished, durilig  the  present  year,  unless  the  Legislature  interpose, 
and  provide  new  sources  of  income. 

The  debt  charged  upon  the  fund  was,  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 

year,...., $5,885,549  24 

This  debt,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1844,  was..     5,6:)4,507  68, 

Mi*iaBi^^  ^M^_^aa  ^^^^iM^ 

Showing  an  increase,  within  the  year  ending  30th  Sept. 
last,  of $251,041  56 


A  statement  of  the  liabilities  of  this  fund  for  the  year,  and  of  its 
means  to  meet  them,  shows  a  deficiency  of  those  means,  on  the  30th 
of  September  last,  after  applying  the  whole  balance  of  money  then 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  of  $740,151 .78.  That  amount  has  been 
borrowed  from,  and  is  due  to  the  other  public  funds. 

The  productive  capital  of  this  fund  is  literally  nothing.  Its  richest 
source  of  revenue,  for  the  last  year,  has  been  the  mill  tax,  the  whole 
of  which,  by  a  provision  in  the  financial  act  of  1842,  was  appro- 
priated to  this  fund,  the  canal  revenues  having  reached  the  point 
for  the  year  1844,  when  the  half  of  the  tax  appropriated  to  that  fund 
was  to  cease,  unless  already  assessed  for  another  year,  in  which  case 
the  whole  tax  for  such  year  was  to  be^  paid  to  the  General  Fund,  and 
after  that  time  the  half  was  to  be  no  longer  levied.    That  contingency 
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^pfioned  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  therefore  the  General  Fimd 
TCceWed  vhe    whole  tax,  but,  for  ihe  future,  only  ihe  one-half  of  the 
mWV  tai  imposed   by  that  law  is  to  be  collected.    The  remaining 
Yntic\^a\   source  of  revenue  is  the  $100,000  per  annum,  directed 
\iy  \he  ^*  Act  to  regulate  the  accounts  betwceit^  certain  /unds  be- 
lon^ngto  tliVs  State,"  to  be  paid  from  the  Canal  Fund  for  the  use  of  * 
the  General  Fund.    This  amount  has  not  been  paid  for  the  last  fiscal 
year,  for  the  reason  assigned,  when  speaking  of  the  canal  revenues  ; 
which  has  increased  to  that  extent,  the  deficiency  in  the  revenues  of . 
the  General  Fund,  for  the  last  year. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  the  recommendations  urged  in  my  former  an* 
Dual  message,  that  provision  be  made  to  strengthen  the  revenues  of 
this  fund,  and  to  arrest  the  rapid  increase  of  its  debt.  The  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  government  are  now  annually  met  by  loans ;  and 
money  is,  in  effect,  if  not  in  fact,  borrowed  in  each  subsequent  year 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  debt  which  the  necessities  of  the  previous 
year  accumulated.  In  my  judgment,  neither  the  interest,  nor  tlie 
will,  of  our  constituents  is  observed  in  the  pursuit  of  a  policy  so  ruin- 
oas. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  of  debt  actually  charged  upon  this  fund» 
it  is  contingently  liable  to  the  amount  of  $1,713,000.00,  for  loans 
of  the  credit  of  the  State  to  canal  and  railroad  companies,  which  yet 
continue  to  pay  the  interest,  and  it  is  hoped  will  extinguish  the  princi^ 
pal  also  of  the  loans,  as  they  shall  become  payable,  and  save  the  State 
entirely  harmless.    A  large  portion  of  the  loan  to  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  Company,  which  was  made  upon  a  credit  of  twenty 
years,  is  to  fall  due  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1848.    This  stock, 
by  its  terms,  is  payable.  ''  at  tlie  pleasure  of  the  State  at  any  time  af- 
ter the  year  1847,''  and  as  it  is  the  settled  policy  of  the  State  not  to 
defer»  beyond  the  day,  the  redemption  of  stocks  issued  for  its  own 
benefit,  it  is  presumed  its  pleasure  will  be  that  the  stocks  it  has  Toaned 
shall  be  redeemed  by  the  same  rule,  payment  at  the  day.    The  stocks 
loaned  to  tliis  company  were  issued  by  the  Comptroller,  and  the  ori- 
ginal certificates  signed  by  him  ;  but  they  arc  transferable  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  company,  and  the  new  certificates  are  signed  by  its  trea- 
surer, and  countersigned  by  the  officer  appointed  in  the  city  of  New- 
.York,  to  transfer  other  stocks  of  the  State.     The  transfer  books  are 
kept  at  the  office  of  the  company  ;  the  lists  of  stockholders  are  only 
to  be  found  there,  and  there  the  payments  of  interest  are  to  be  made. 
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It  is  important  that  a  notice  shoold  be  eeaseimbly  gtven  to  the  hold- 
ers of  these  stocks,  that  they  will  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1648,  and  that  such  is  the  pleasure  of  the  State.  It  is  not  believed 
that  any  officer  of  the  State  is  now  authorised  to  give  this  notice,  and, 
without  the  lists  of  the  holders  of  the  stock,  no  officer  has  it  in  his 
power  to  give  it.  I  fecommend  that  provision  be  made  by  law  to 
meet  this  case,  and  also  to  reach  all  the  stocks  loaned  by  the  State  to 
canal  and  railroad  companies. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  Common  School  Fund, 

at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  was. $2,090,632  41 

At  the  close  of  1644  that  capital  was 1,992,916  35 

Showing  an  increase^  within  the  last  year,  of $97,716  06 


The  unproductive  part  of  the  capital  of  the  fund  is  about  350,000 
acres  of  unsold  land,  situate  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  va* 
lued  at  $175,000. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year,  for  re- 
venue from  this  capital,  were • $113,458  87 

Add  the  appropriation  of  revenue  from  the  U.  S.  Depo- 
site  Fund, 165,000  00 

And  the  entire  revenues  of  the  fund  for  the  year,  will  be  $278,45S  87 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  Sept.  1844, 
there  was  remaining  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  the         , 
revenues  of  this  fund,  of 89,019  46 

Making  the  whole  means  of  the  year $367,478  33 

The  entire  payments  from  these  means  during  the  same 

year,  were • 280,649  37 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th  September  last, 
a  balance  of  revenue  of  •  •  •  •  • $86,828  96 


The  distribution  to  be  made  annually  to  the  common  schools,  from 
the  revenues  of  this  fund,  is  $275,000  ;  and  this  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  counties  raise  by  tax  a  like  sum  for  the  like  distribution,  so 
that  the  sum  of  $550,000,  is  in  fact  distributed  to  the  common  schools 
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htm  \\ie  operation  of  the  laws  regulating  tbisiand.  To  this  amount 
ihe  \ocal  funds  possessed  by  various  towDs  in  the  State,  growing 
mwl\y  out  of  lands  originally  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools,  have 
added  $20,000.  Certain  towns  have,  by  the  vote  of  their  inhabitants, 
Tused  by  tax  upon  themselves,  $16,000  more ;  and  there  has  been 
nised  in  the  cities,  under  various  special  laws,  'the  further  sum  of 
$200,000 ;  BO  that  the  whole  expenditure  for  the  year,  from  these 
sources,  upon  the  common  schools,  and  the  school  district  libraries, 
has  been  $786,000.     Of  this  sum  the  amount  paid  for  teachers*  wages 

has  been $629,856  94 

And  the  amount  contributed  on  rate  bills,  to  pay  teach- 
ers'wages,  has  been ...t 458,127  78 

Showing  an  aggregate  paid,  in  the  State,  to  teach- 

I,  of $1,087,984  72 


The  school  district  libraries  contain  1, 145)250  volumes;  106,854 
volttmes  having  been  added  during  the  year,,  covered  by  the  last  re- 
ports. Towards  these  libraries  there  was  paid  of  the  public  money, 
during  the  last  year,  $95, 159  •25.  Of  the  money  raised  in  the  cities, 
about  $80,000  has  been  expended  in  the  erection  of  school  houses. 

The  whole  number  of  organized  schpol  distiricts  in  the  State,  is 
11,018;  and  from  10,812  of  these,  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools  has  received  reports  in  conformity  to  the  law.  These  reports 
give  the  number  of  children  in  the  districts,  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  sixteen  years,  at  690,914,  and  the  whole  number  of  children  in- 
structed in  the  common  schools  during  the  year,  at  736,045.  They 
show  that,  of  this  last  number,  4,298  children  have  been  taught  du- 
ring tlie  whole  year  ;  48,875,  fqr  ten  months  ;  94,893,  for  eight 
months  ;  189,885,  for  six  months  ;  337,000,  for  four  months  ;  534,- 
261,  for  two  months,  and  upwards  ;  and  201,784  for  less  than  two 
months. 

Such  are  some  of  the  statistics  laid  before  me,  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Common  Schools,  touching  this  interesting  subject.  The  annual 
report  of  that  officer  will  soon  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and 
will  supersede  the  necessity  of  my  giving  more  of  these  facts,  or  in- 
dulging in  comments  on  those  presented ;  and  I  have,  upon  a  former 
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occasion,  bo  fnlly  etpressed  ray  riews  apon  the  paramount  importance 

of  our  common  school  s^yslcm,  its  great  objects,  and  the  results  which 
the  administrators  of  it  ought  to  stri?e  to  accomplish,  that  a  repeti- 
tion of  those  views  is  unnecessary. 

By  an  act  passed  on  the  7th  of  May,  1 844,  the  legislature  appro* 
priatcd  money  for  tl)e  establishment  of  a  "Normal  School,  for  the 
instruction  and  practice  of  teachers  of  common  schools  in  the  science 
of  education  and  in  the  art  of  teaching  "  The  law  places  the  school 
under  the  direction  of  tlie  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  and 
the  Regents  of  the  University,  who  are  to  appoint  an  executive  comr 
mittee  of  five  members,  of  whom  the  Superintendent  shall  be  one,  to 
take  th,e  immediate  charge,  and  superintend  the  management  and  go- 
vernment of  the  school,  under  the  regulations,  and  to  report  annually 
to  the  Superintendent  and  Regents. 

The  city  of  Albany  very  generously  tendered  the  use  of  a  suitable 
building,  free  of  rent,  and  the  school  was  organized,  and  commenced 
the  btisiness  of  instruction,  on  the  1 8th  day  of  December,  J  844. 
Twenty-nine  pupils  presented  themselves  on  the  first  day,  and  the 
number  increased  to  ninety-eight  during  a  term  of  twelve  weeks. 
Pupils  attended  from  forty  of  the  counties  of  the  State.  The  second 
term  commenced  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  April,  and  continued 
20  weeks,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  term  170  pupils  were  present. 
The  whole  number,  attending  the  school,  during  the  term,  was  185, 
and  every  county  in  the  State,  except  Putnam,  sent  one  or  more  stu- 
dents. About  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  had  taught  school,  for  a  lon- 
ger or  shorter  period.  At  the  close  of  the  second  term,  34  of  the 
i^cholars  received  diplomas,  being  certificates  of  their  qualifications  to 
teach  common  schools.  The  third  term  commenced  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  October  last,  and  is  to  continue  21  weeks.  At  the 
opening  of  the  school,  for  this  term,  180  pupils  were  present,  and  the 
nun^r  has  increased  to  197,  of  whom  94  are  males  and  103  females. 
Of  this  number,  176  have  been  teachers  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  ; 
some  for  several  years.  Every  county  in  the  State,  except  Seneca, 
is  represented  in  the  school  at  the  present  time. 

These  results  have  been  experienced,  during  the  first  year  of  iho 
existence  of  this  instiiution,  and  they  have  more  than  realized  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  school.    This  is  an 


experiment  in  our  State,  but  certainly  connected  with  a  subject  —  the 
proper  education  of  common  school  teachers  —  which  aulhorizes 
erery  reasonable  effort,  giving  a  promise  of  improvement,  and  even 
any  experiment,  which  shall  hold  out  that  promise.  In  this  particular 
our  common  school  system  has  proved  to  be  the  most  deficient,  as 
every  friend  of  education  has  seen  and  felt.  The  institution  of  pat- 
tern schools  for  the  education  of  teachers  is  not  new.  The  system 
has  been  in  operation  in  several  European  countries  for  a  length  of 
time,  and  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  several  years  last  past ; 
and  wherever  the  experiment  has  hern  made,  it  has  been  successful. 

The  executive  committee  of  this  school  entertain  the  opinion,  that 
no  similar  establishment,  elsewhere,  has  started  so  vigorously,  or  made 
so  great  an  advance  in  a  single  year ;  and  they  believe,  in  addition  to 
^  very  successful  and  fortunate  selection  of  teachers,  the  causes  are 
to  be  found  in  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  State,  and  the  peculiar 
organization  of  the  school.  The  pupils  from  the  counties  are  selected 
by  the  boards  of  supervisors,  or  in  case  they  are  not  to  meet  in  time 
to  supply  a  vacancy,  by  the  county  and  town  superintendents  of  com- 
mon schools.  The  applications  are  numerous,  presenting  a  wide  field 
for  selection  ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  students  appointed  are 
to  a  great  extent  those  to  wnom  the  county  superintendent  would 
cheerfully  give  certificates  as  teachers,  before  they  receive  the  benefits 
of  this  school.  Hence  talent  and  character  are  secured  to  build  upon, 
and  wiih  capacity  and  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and 
diligent  application  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  success  can  scarcely 
be  doubtful. 

No  serious  difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  the  government  of 
the  school,  and  the  executive  committee  speak  of  the  conduct  and 
bearing,  and  the  untiring  industry  and  application  of  both  teachers  and 
scholars,  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise. 

The  Act  chapter  311  of  the  Laws  of  1844,  appropriated  $9,600  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  organizing  and  commencing  the  achool,  of  which 
sum  but  $3,200  has  as  yet  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  This 
appropriation  was  made  from  the  revenues  of  the  Literature  Fund, 
being  the  amount  formerly  paid  annually  to  certain  selected  academies, 
for  the  education  of  common  schoQl  teachers.  The  same  law,  and  the 
ftct  chapter  142  of  the  laws  of  1846,  secure  an  annual  appropriation 
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of  $10,000  for  the  period  of  five  yeavs,  far  the  support  of  the  school, 
also  to  be  paid  from  the  revenues  of  the  Literature  Fund,  in  case  those 
revenues  shall  be  sufficient,  and  if  not,  then  from  the  Treasury,  to  be 
charged  over  upon  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  United  States  Deposit 
Fund. 

The  executive  committee  state,  that  this  appropriation  is  ample  for 
the  support  of  the  i^chool  upon  the  plan  adopted.  Indeed,  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  fund  should  be  more  than,  sufficient  to  meet  the  mere 
charges  of  the  school,  and  should  offer  something  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  pupils,  as  an  encouragement  for  their  attendance.  Hitherto 
the  regulation  has  been  to  select  from  each  county,  scholars,  equal  in 
nuinber  to  the  members  of  theAssembly^  and  to  consider  these  as 
State  pupils,  entitled  to  such  a  distributive  share  of  the  appropriatioa 
as  the  expenses  of  the  school  should  leave  to  be  thus  applied.  The 
number  of  these  scholars  at  present  is  123,  and  75  cents  per  week  is 
paid  to  each,  towards  board.  During  the  two  former  terms,  when  the 
school  was  smaller,  these  payments  were  larger  per  scholar.  There 
are  74  scholars,  denominated  volunteer  pupils,  being  those  who  are 
nor  selected  from  the  counties  in  the  manner  prescribed,  but  come  ia 
upon  application  and  examination,  and  pay  all  their  expenses,  having 
their  tuition  and  the  use  of  the  class  books  free  of  expense. 

The  committee  have  now  concluded  that,  by  fitting  up  an  additional 
room,  they  can  accommodate  256  scholars,  twice  the  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Assembly,  and  that,  after  the  present  term,  all  shall 
be  State  pupils  selected  from  the  counties,  upon  the  ratio  of  represent 
tation  in  the  Assembly,  and  equally  entitled  to  a  distributive  share  of 
the  public  money  ;  and  that,  to  bring  all  to  the  school  upon  terms  of 
the  nearest  possible  equality,  they  will,  hereafter,  make  the  distribu* 
tion  with  an  equitable  reference  to  the  distance  travelled,  and  the  ex* 
pense  incurred  by  each  pupil  in  reachFng  the  school.  The  distribu- 
tive share  to  each  scholar  will  probably  be  less  than  actual  travelling 
expenses,  so  that  this  rule  will  tend  to  bring  the  school,  in  point  of 
expense,  equally  near  to  all.  These  regulations  will,  I  think,  be  a 
great  improvement  upon  those  now  in  force. 

I  forbear  going  further  into  detail  in  reference  to  this  institution,  as 
the  annual  report  of  the  executive  committee  will  soon  be  laid  before 
you,  and  will  give  these  and  all  other  material  facts  connected  witi^ 
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ite  ichool,  much  more  fully  than  they  can  be  presented  in  this  com- 
mvucaUoTi.  Among  other  information  of  interest,  that  report  will  be 
icctm^med  by  a  full  statement  of  the  course  of  instruction  in  the 
school,  exhibiting  to  the  easy  comprehension  of  all,  the  great  leading 
design  and  object,  that  of  iriaking  competent  and  useful  teachers  of 
common  schools,  and  the  mode  adopted  to  accomplish  it. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  will  also  exhibit  the  organization  of 
the  experimental  school  connected  with  the  institution,  and  the  objects 
intended  to  be  secured  by  it ;  and  also  the  great  benefits  anticipated 
from  the  labors  of  the  graduates  and  pupils  of  the  Normal  School  in 
the  teachers*  institutes,  fomted,  and  now  extensively  forming  in  the 
several  counties  of  the  State.  These  portions  of  the  report  will  pos- 
sess a  deep  interest,  and  will  present  this  school*  and  its  anticipated 
benefits,  in  very  striking  points  of  light. 

The  five  years,  for  which  the  laws  have  already  provided,  will  give 
to  this  interesting  experiment  a  fair  trial,  and  the  intrinsic  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  present  promises  of  success,  appear  to  me  to 
make  it  the  dictate  of  wisdohi  to  permit  the  trial  to  be  fully  made. 

The  capital  of  the  Literature  Fund  is  the  same  as  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1844,  and  amounts  to  $268,900.57.  The  payments  into  the 
Treasury  on  account  of  its  revenue,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  have 

amounted  to $27,586  88 

Add  the  appropriation  from  the  U.  S.  Deposite  Fund,  •  •      28,000  00 

And  it  will  make  the  revenue,  for  the  year  ending  30th 

Sept.  last, J. 9155,586  88 

There  was  a  balance  of  the  revenue  of  this  fund  in  the 

Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1844,  of . .  •  •      19,624  33 


an  aggregate  of  means  for  the  year  1845,  of  •  •    $75,21 1  26 
The  payments  for  accountof  revenue  for  the  same  year, 

were 55,876  38 

Leaving  a  balance  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury,  30th 

Sept.  1845,  of 19,334  88 


The  academies  of  the  State  are  under  the  superintending  charge  of 
the  Regents  of  the  University,  i|nd  their  annual  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture will  exhibit  the  expenditures  from  the  fund,  and  present  the  con- 
dition of  those  institutions. 
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The  amount  of  tbe  deposite  of  the  United  States  with  this^tate, 
denominuted  in  the  accounts,  ''the  United  States  Deposite  Fund," 
is* , ...1^,014,620  71 

Of  this  sum  there  is  loaned  to  the  coun- 
ties,   ........3,641,51^  98 

Invested  in  State  stocks, «•#..••  1,100  00 

Due  from  ihe  GeneraKFund, 37 1 ,899  73 

4,014,520  7i 


The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  revenue  from  this 
fund,  during  the  last  year,  have  amounted  to  .•••••  $3S0,272  63 

The  payments  of  revenue  for  account  of  the  fund,  to 
meet  the  current  annual  charges,  have  been.  •••••••     263,848  32 

Leaving  a  balance  of •.•••.••••••••.••     $16,424  23 


On  the  80th  day  of  September,  1844,  upon  the  close  of  the  ac* 
counts  of  that  fiscal  year,  a  balance  was  due  to  the  Treasury,  froa> 
this  fund,  for  advances  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it,  over  and  above 
the  receipts  of  its  revenue,  of<  •  •  •  •  • « «•••#••  $25,947  87 

Deduct  the  above  balance  of  its  revenues  remaining  in  the 
Treasury,  upon  the  close  of  the  accounts  of  the  last 
fiscal  year, 16,424  23 

And  there  will  remain  a  balance  due  to  the  Treasury, 
from  the  revenues  of  this  fund,  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  of $9,523  64 


The  law  requires  that  the  capital  of  this  fund  should  remain  in- 
rested,  and  that  the  interest  only  should  be  expended  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations made  from  it. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  notes  of  insolvent  banks  re- 
deemed through  the  Safety  Fund,  since  its  institu- 
tion in  the  year  1829,  is $1,586,780  OQ 

In  addition  to  these  redemptions  of  notes,  debts  due 
from  ihose  institutions,  and  made  by  law  chargeable 
upon  the  fund,  have  been  paid  to  the  amount  of .  •  •       373,722  OS 

$1,960,502  Od 
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These  heavy  payments  haTC  not  only  eihausted'  the  capital  of  the 
fand,  but  have  rendered  necessary  anantidpation  of  the  contributioai^ 
toil,  by  the^  emission  of  stock  in  parsuaace  of  the  act,  chapter  114, 
d  the  laws  of  1845,  to  the  amount,  up  to  the  8(Hh  day  of  September 
last.of  .-... • ..^.....  $885,801  69 

The  fund  possesses  means  to  meet  this  debt  as  follows: 

Capital  invested, $30,000  00 

Balance  of  money  in  the  Treasury 38,858  05 

58,858  05 


^ 


Thus  leaving,  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  a  balance 
of  debt,  charged  upon  the  fiiUuce  contributions  to  the 
fund,  of •276,948  64 

The  Mariner's  Fund  is  constituted  of  moneys  collected  from  the 
masters  at  vessels,  and  from  seamen  and  passengers,  to  defray  the 
expeases  of  the  marine  hospital  at  New- York,  the  quarantine  estab- 
hshment  at  that  place,  and  other  like  expenses  at  that  port  These 
moneys  are  collected  and  disbursed  by  officers  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, whose  accounts  are  rendered  to  the  Comptroller,  and  audited 
and  settled  at  his  office,  and  the  balance  only  of  moneys  collected 
over  and  above  the  current  expenses,  are  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and 
constitute  the  fund  as  here  presented. 

Tlie  capital  of  this  fund,  at  the  present  time,  is  as  follows  : 

Money  invested  in  State  5  per  cent  stock, « •  •  t22,000  00 

Mortgage  from  the  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  without 

interest, ^ 10,000  00 

Money  in  the  Treasury  under  protest,  •••»•••• 31,621  75 

Balance  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  SOth  of  September, 

1845, ;  25,895  72 

Making  a  total  of  •••• t89,517  47 

A  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws 
of  the  State  imposing  these  assessments  upon  the  masters  and  sea- 
men of  vessels  and  their  passengers,  and  the  money  above  mentioned, 
as  being  in  the  Treasury  under  protest,  was  paid  under  a  protest 
against  the  right  of  the  officers  of  the  Sute  to  demand  and  collect  it. 
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A  suit  was  instituted  by  those  officers,  in  the  courts  of  the  State/  to 
recover  money  due  under  these  laws.  *  That  suit  is  now  before  (he 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  confidently  expected 
will  be  decided  during  the  present  term  of  that  court.  The  only 
question  raised,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  is  the  constitutionality  of  the 
laws  of  the  State  imposing  the  taxes.  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  pn-* 
tertain  a  doubt  as  to  the  decision  of  this  question. 

After  this  point  shall  have  been  seitled  beyond  further  controversy, 
there  are  reasons  to  believe  that  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
should  be  turned  to  the  subject  of  the  expenditures  under  the  health 
laws,  and  to  the  rates  pf  tax  imposed  especially  upon  the  sailor  ;  and 
also  the  practicability  of  reducing  the  amount  of  money  collected,  and 
meeting  all  the  necessary  etpenses  of  such  an  execution  of  those  laws 
as  the  real  interests  of  our  commercial  marine  demand  and  require. 

Our  penitentiary  system:  is  extending  itself  with  our  increasing 
population.  The  erection  of  the  (Dlinton  prison  has  been  commenqed» 
within  the  last  year,,  the  eifect  of  which  has  been  to  diminish  the 
number  of  convicts  remaining  in  the  other  prisons,  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  Still  the  aggregate  number  of  convicts  in  all  the  prisons  has 
increased,  probably  in. about  the  usual  ratio«  ; 

The  number  in  the  Auburn  prison,  on  the  30th  of  November  last, 
was  683,  being  72  less  than  the  number  at  the  close  of  1844.  This 
diminution  has  been  caused  by  the  transfer  to  the  Clinton  prison  of 
44  convicts,  and  to  that  prison  district,  for  about  six  months  in  the 
year,  of  all  the  counties  in  the  fifth  Senate  district,:  and  permanently 
of  the  counties  of  Herkimer  and' St.  Lawrence,  in  the  fourth  Senate 
district.  The  report  from  this  prison  presents  a  very-  favorable  ac- 
count of  its  condition.  Eleven  deaths  only  have  Ulken  place  among 
the  convicts,  for  the  year,  and  three'  of  them  have  resulted  from  ca- 
sualties,  leaving  but  eight,  a  trifle  more  than  one  per  cent,  as  the 
consequence  of  ordinary  sickness.  The  discipline  of  the  prison  is 
said  to  be  good,  and'  to  be  successfully  maintained,  and  the  earnings 
of  the  convicts  are  shown  to  have  exceeded  the  total  expenditures  of 
the  prison  by  the  sum  of  $9,392.04.  The  means  of  the  year  h,ave 
met  the  expenditures  and  leave  a  balance  on  hand  of  t7,B69A9,  lar- 
ger, by  $2,563  •  87,  than  the  balance  of  the  previous  year.  The  ex- 
penses appear  to  have  beeq  reduced  about  $  1 0,000  .(K)  below  those 
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of  the  preceding  year,  and  about  87,000.00  below  the  estimate  for 
the  last  year. 

The  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  'the  Mount  Pleasant  prison, 
on  the  dOth'of  September  last,  was  797,  less  by  66  than  the  number 
at  the  close  of  the  previous  year.  There  were  transferred  from  this 
to  the  Clinton  prison,  during  the  year,  50  convicts,  and,  for  about  half 
the  year>  all  the  counties  in  the  third  Senate  district,  and  permanently 
all  the  counties  in  the  fourth  Senate  district,  excepting  Herkimer  and 
St.  Lawrence,  were  transferred  from  this  to  the  Clinton  prison  dis- 
trict, which  cays^  have  produced  this  diminution  in  the  number  of 
convicts. 

•  * 

The  prison  for  females  at  Mount  Pleasant  receives  the  female  con* 
victs  from  the  whole  State.  The  number  remaining  in  that  prison, 
on  the  30^h  of  Septembex  last,  was  61 ,  being  II.  less  than  at  the  close 
of  ;|lie  previous  year,  and  shpwing  that  diminution  in  the  number  of 
convicts  of  this  class.  The '  number  received  during  the  year  was 
19  ;  discliarged  by  (sxpiration  of  sentences  18,  by  pardons  5,  and  by 
deaths  7. 

The  receipts  and.elpenditures  of  these' two  prisons  do  not  shQw  as 
prosperous  a  condition,  financially,  as  that  exhibited  from  the  Auburn 
prison.  The  accounts  of  the  prison  for  males,  and  for  females,  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  are  kept  together,  and  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the 
two,  for  the  year/are  given  at  $82,798«91,  and  the  receipts  from  the 
earnings  of  convicts,  for  the  same  period,  at  $64,658.31,  leaving  a 
deficiency  in  the  receipts  of  the  year,  to  meet  the  expenses,  of  $16,- 
140.60.  This  balance  of  expenditure  has  been  paid  by  drawing 
from  the  treasury  $47,800,  deposited  therein  from  the  former  surplus 
earnings  of  the  prison,  and  $340*60  from  a  balance  on  hand  at  tlie 
dose  of.  the  previous  year.  The  expense's  of  the  last  year  have  been 
increased  $18,583*88  over  those  of  1844,  while  the  earnings  have^ 
by  a  trifle,  exceeded  the  expenses  of  the  previous  year.  Of  this  ex- 
cess of  ex]fenditure,  over  those  reported  for  the  last  year,  some  $6,000 
to  $7,000  are  said  to  have  been  payments  for  expenses  actually  made 
for  the  service  t)f  1844,  but  the  bills  for  which  were  presented  and 
paid  in  1845.  This  will  show  that  the  difference  in  the  expenditures 
between  these  two  years,  as  above  exhibited,  is,  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  rather  apparent  than  real,  and  that  no  such  change  of  the 
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amount  of  actual  expenses,  as  the  figures  would  seem  to  show,  has, 
in  Ud,  taken  place ;  although  the'  deficiency  in  the  income  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  two  prisons  is  a  reality.  The  annual  report  of 
the  inspectors  will  exhibit  more  accurately  and  fully  the  state  of  the 
accounts,  and  the  causes  for  this  excess  of  the  expenditures,  over  the 
earnings  of  the  convicts. ' 

The  prison  for  the  males  has  been  risited,  daring  the  yeir,  by  a 
malignant  fever,  which  swept  off  twelve  of  the  convicts.  The  whole 
number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  fifty«one,  which  presents  a  ratio  of 
mortality,  separate  from  the  deaths  caused  by  the  fever,  greatly  beyond 
that  of  the  other  prisons.-  This  is  accounted  for  in  the  communication 
to  me,  by  the  fact  that  a  large  share  of  the  convicts,  received  at  that 
prison,  are  drawn  from  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Brooklyn ;  and 
that  many  of  those,  convicted  of  crime  in  such  large  towns,  have 
previously  impaired  their  healths  and  injured  their  constitutions  by 
exposure  and  vicious  habits,  or  have  become  broken  down  by  prior 
imprisonment,  so  that  a  large  proportion  pass  directly  to  the  hospital, 
upon  entering  the  prison,  and  numbers  prove  to  be  too  extensively 
diseased  for  recovery,  by  the  attentions  which  can  there  be  paid  to 
them.  The  bad  quality  and  short  supply  of  water  for  the  prison, 
during  the  dry  season,  is  believed  to  be  another  cause  of  the  increased 
sickness  and  mortality  in  that  institution. 

All  these  subjects,  together  with  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  its 
success  for  the  year  which  has  closed,  will  be  presented  and  discussed 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  to  the  Legislature. 

When  preparations  had  been  made  at  the  Clinton  Prison  for  the 
employment  of  convict  labor,  orders  were  given  for  the  removal  of 
convicts  from  the  other  prisons,  in  conformity  with  which,  60  prisoners 
from  Mountppleasant,  and  44  from  Auburn,  were  removed  to  that  pri« 
son.  At  the  same  time  a  very  large  district  was  assigned  to  the  new 
prison,  comprising  all  the  counties  in  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  senate 
districts,  with  the  view  of  strengthening  the  laboring  force  there  as 
rapidly  as  the  opportunity  for  employment  should  require.  The  result 
was,' that  73  convicts  were  received  at  that  prison,  pursuant  to  sen- 
tences,  before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  on  the  30th  of  September 
last.  In  this  time  one  convict  made  his  escape*,  and- one  died,  leaving 
in  the  prison,  on  the  30th  of  September,  165,  That  number  had  been 
on  the  Ist  of  December  to  187. 
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The  law  of  1844,^  direp^g^th^.q^^tn^ctioift  of  aooeW'  pnsontitt  the 
northern  counties,  made  a  prepi^atpry  appropriation  o£$3Q»00Q.  The 
act  chapter  70  of  the  laws  of  1845,  apoendiog  the  law  of  1844^  made 
a  farther  appropriation  of.  $75,000  tQwarfis  the.  construction  of  the 
prison.  Of  these  two  appropriations,  amo^nting.  to  $1059000,.  there 
had  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury,,  previous  to  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  $60,183 .57 ;  of  which,. $67, 149*07  had  been 
expended,  and  a  balance  of  $2,974 .SO,  remained  in  the  hands  of  ike 
agent.  This  left  undrawn  of  the  appropriations,  $44,876.43;  but 
between  the  Ist  of  October  and  the  1st  of  December,  the  further  sum 
of  $19,558 « 29  was  drawn,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  last  named 
day,  $25^1^.14. 

The  outer  wall  of  the  main  prison  has  been  completed,  and  covered 
with  a  substantial  slate  roof  for  the  length  of  390  feet,  and  one  block 
of  cells,  126  in  number,  constructed  within  them.  This  block  occu- 
pies less  than  half  the  length  of  the  outer  wall  completed  and  covered, 
and  it  is  the  design  of  the  agent,  during  the  winter,  to  construct  an- 
other like  block  of  cells  within  these  outer  walls.  This  work  is  now 
in  progress,  and,  if  completed  by  the  spring,  will  finish  the  one  half  of 
the  main  jNrison. 

The  other  buildings  erected  fure  a  substantial  foundry,  a  machine 
shop,  a  keeper's  hall,  and  a  dwelling  house  for  the  agent  and  clerk, 
besides  the  temporary  erections  necessary  to  shelter  and  keep  the 
convicts,  and  to  protect  tljte  work. 

The  agent  states,  that  in  quarrying  stpne  for  the  bujldiog,  the  ore* 
bed  has  been  sufficiently  opened  to  show  that  it  fully  equals  any  an- 
ticipations entertained  at  the  tipae  of  its  purchase  for  the  State. 

» 

The  health  of  the  convicts  has  beei)  remarkably  good,  notwithstand* 
ing  their  exposed  condition,  and  the  character  of  their  epnployment ; 
but  two  deaths  having  taken  place  up  to  the  1st  of  December.  Less 
difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  the  government  of  the  convicts  than 
was  apprehended,  and  although  toine  few  escapes  have  been  effected, 
a  prompt  recapture  has  followed,  except  in  a  single  instance.  The 
agent  speaks  favorably  of  the  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  and  of 
their  cheerful  and  faithful  application  to  the  labor  assigned  to  them. 
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This  officer  anticipates  a  want  of  meiths/.  daring  the  next  season, 
beyond  the  balance  remaining  of  the  former  appropriations ;  but  as 
he  has  presented  to  me*  ho  estimate,  I  am  compelled  to  refer  you  to 
hrs  annual  report*  for  the  amotpnt  and  objects  of  expenditure.  I  must 
believe  that  his  success  during  the  past  year  will  fully  meet  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  Legislature,  and  offer  the  best  assurance  which  could 
be  given,  that  if  means:  be  provided,  the  buildings  required  for  this 
prison  will  be  early  completed. 

In  reference  to  all  these  institutions,  the  annual  reports  of  their 
respective  managers  will  be  so  soon  laid  before  the  Legislature,  that 
I  feel  excused  from  going  into  minute  details  in  regard  to  them. 

The  report  of  the  Bloomingdale  Lunatic  Asylum,  presents  the  con- 
dition of  that  institution  in  a.  very  favorable  light,  tip  to  the  6th  of 
December  last,  the  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  1845 
had  been  130,  being  22  per  cent  beyond  .the  admissions  for  the  whole 
previous  year  ;  55  per  cent  beyond  those  of  1843,  and  53  per  cent 
beyond  those  of  1842.  There  were  121  patients  remaining  in  the 
Institution,  being  18  more  than  the  number  one  year  previously. 
There  had  been  discharged  during  the  year  96,  of  whom  49  had  been 
cured  ;  and  the  whole  number  of  deaths  had  been  12.  The  means 
for  favorable  treatment  of  the  patients,  .and  Especially  for  moral  treat- 
ment, are  said  to  have  been .  materially  extended,  very  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylum.  The  expenses  for  1845,  it 
is  thought,  will  have  been  lesb  than  for  1844,  although  the  number  of 
patients  has  been  so  much  increased  ;  and  the  funds  of  the  institution, 
including  the  $10»000  paid  annually  by  the  State,  are  represented  as 
sufficient  to  meet  its  expenses,  and  gradually  reduce  the  debt  con-^ 
tracted  for  the  purchase  of  the  farm  and  the  'erection  of  the  buildings. 
The  accounts  of  the  Asylum  are  kept  for  the  calendar  year,  and  will 
be  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  the  annual.'  report  of  the  governors 
of  the  New  York  hospital,  of  which  this  ia^ilution  is  a  branch. 

Ths  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Utica,  continues  to  dispense  its  be- 
nefits to  the  extent  of  its  present  capacity.-  The  finished  building  is 
arranged  for  the  accommodation  of  about  250  patients.  At  the  close 
of  its  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  November,  1844,  the  number 
of  patients  in  the  institution  was  260  ;  which'  on  the  dOth  of  Novem- 
ber las^  was  increased  to  2S5.    There  were  admitted,  during^  the 


[No.  8.]  89 

year,  293  patients,  who  with  thqsQ  remaininfc  in  the  asylum  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  made  an  aggregate  of  553  cases  under 
treatment  within  the  last  year.  Of  these,  there  were  discharged  i:e- 
corered  135;  improved  78;  unimproved  34;  died  21-^in  all,  268. 
This  statement  exhibits  a  condition  of  physical  health  among  the  pa* 
tients  certainly  remarkable,  and  the  report  adds,  that  not  a  single 
death,  and  scarcely  a  case  of  sickness,  •  had  occurred  for  more  than 
two  months  previous  to  its  <£ate,  on  the  ;lst  of  December  last.  The 
ratio  of  cures,  in  the  two  institutions,  will  be  seen  to.preserve  a  singu- 
lar equality*  and  to  be  a  fraction  more  than  50  per  cent — a  degree  of 
auccess  in  the  restoration  to.: reason  of  the  insane  mind,  offering  every 
encouragement  to  the  friends  of  patients  to  seek  the  aid  of  these  asy- 
lums, and  the  richest  compeoFsation  to  the  public  for  the  liberal  provi- 
▼ision  made  for  these  most  severely  afflicted  fellow-beings. 

• 

Additional  buildings  were  provided  for,  at  this  asylupti,  by  a  law  of 
1844,  and  the  sum  of  160,000.00  was  appropriated  for  their  erec- 
tion. Two  wings,  each '24:0  by  38  fedtand  three  stories  high,  and 
two  back  buildings,  each  130  by  25  feet  and  two  stories  high,  have 
been  enclosed  and  the  rooms  are  now  in  a  course  of  completion.  The 
buildings  are  all  of  bricks  aiid  are  said  to  be  well  built  and  well  ar« 
ranged ;  and  when  completed  are  calculated  to  furnish  accommoda* 
tions  for  300  additional  patients.  This  will  be,  when  thus  finished, 
the  largest  institution  of  the  .kind  in  this  country,  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  principal,  it  will  be  second  to  none  in  the  excellence  of  its  ar* 
rangements  and  facilities  for  the  comfort  and  cure  of  this  class  of  pa* 
tients. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  accounts  of  the  asylum  for 
general  support,  stood  as  follows : 

Receipts. 

From  the  State  Treasury,  for  salaries  ot  officers, $3,875  GO 

From  counties  and  town's,  for  the  support  of  patients,  •  •  22,547- 13 

From  |>ay  patients, -; ..w.  ..^ 11,759  75 

Prom  miscellaneous  sourceit; • •  53  81 

$38,235  69 
Gamed  forward, '• $38,235  69 
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Brditghtibrwitfdi •;•#•;.«; •'•  •• ^*^8,235  69 

t 

Payments. 

For  Mlaiies  of  offlcdry;  ••••...««;.••..••  $3,875  00 

For  furniture, •..........:...  1,616  65 

Fop  additions,  alterations  and  Hepairs,. « •  «• .  1,403  52 

For  the  improvemettt  of  grolnids, 43  07 

For.  general  support,  embradbg  all  objects 

but  those  above,..  •••.-« •••  23,010  21    . 

—  29,948  45 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  applicable  (o  general 
support,  of ». t .••. ••••    $8,287  24 

About  $5,500.00  of  this  balance,  it  is  expected,  will  be  required  tor 
meet  bills  due  at  the  close  of  the  year,  but  not  presented  and  paid  at 
the  time  of  the  report.  This  will  leave  S2,787.24  to  meet  current 
expenses  up  to  the  1st  of  February,  when  the  semi-annual  collection 
of  bills  is  made. 

•  • .  •  ' 

Of  the  appropriation  of  960,000,  made  by  the  act  of  7tb  May,  1844^ 

for  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings,  $50,085.62  had  been  expended^ 

up  to  the  )st  December  last,  about  $6,000  of  which  was  expended 

before  the  commencement  of  the  last  fiscal  year.    A  difficulty  was 

encount^lred  in  preparing  the  foundation  for  one  of  the  new  wings,  oc 

casioning  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars  not  anticipated. 

The  last  year  has  proved  the  inadequacy  of  the  supply  of  water  for 
the  asylum,  and  the  badness  of  quality  of  that  obtained ;  and  the  ma-^ 
nagers  consider  it  indispensable  that  an  additional  supply  and  better 
quality  should  be  provided.  To  meet  this  expense,  and  the  expenses 
of  finishing,  warming  and  furnishing  the  new  buildings,  they  estimate 
that  tbey  shall  require  aboilt  $40,000,  beyond  the  balance  of  the  pre-i 
sent  appropriation. 

Their  annual  report  will  give  to  the  Legislature  all  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  its  members  to  form  safe  opinions  as  to  the  further 
legislation  requnred  to  put  this  important  institution  into  healthful  and 
successful  operation,  upon  the  plan  now  so  nearly  completed.  I  re- 
commend  that  the  necessary  ap|Hropriations  be  made  to  complete  and 
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fuxnish  the  now  buildings,  and  to  profide  for  the  whole  a  pleotifdl 
supply  of  good  -water. 

The  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind  is  another  public  charity, 
alike  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  State,  and  liberally  sustained  by 
it  The  report  of  the  superintendent  presents  the  institution  in  a  state 
of  high  prosperity,  the  number  of  its  pupils  increasing,  and  the  system 
of  education  steadily  advancing.  One  year  ago  this  institution  was 
embarrassed  by  a  considerable  debt,  but  the  liberality  of  the  last  Le- 
gislature, added  to  that  of  individuals,  has  enabled  it,  within  the  year, 
to  extinguish  the  debt  and  meet  its  current  expenses.  The  superin- 
tendent is  of  the  opinion  that,  for  the  future,  the  income  of  the  institu- 
tion from  ordinary  sources  will  be  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  sufficient  to 
meet  its  regular  expenditures.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  know  that  an 
institution,  founded  for  so  noble  a  charity,  is  relieved  from  the  con- 
suming exactions  of  debt,  and  is  left  at  liberty  to  concentrate  its  whole 
means,  and  the  entire  energies  of  its  managers,  upon  the  beneficent 
work  of  shedding  a  flood  of  mental  light  around  the  physical  darkness 
which  envel<^e8  its  unfortunate  inmates. 

The  annual  report  of  the  managers,  to  be  laid  before  you,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  month,  will  communicate  full  information  of  the 
transactions  of  the  year,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  further  re- 
mark upon  this  subject. 

The  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  in  the  same  city,  is  another 
monument  of  the  long  continued  and  well  directed  munificence  of  the 
State,  to  illaminate  by  education  the  minds  of  those  who,  from  the  de- 
privation of  the  sense  of  hearing,  and  of  the  use  of  organs  of  speech, 
were  long  supposed  to  be  beyond  the  teach  of  mental  improvement. 
The  report  <rf  the  principal  presents  this  institution  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Various  imjM'ovements  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  have 
been  made,  during  the  year  1845 ;  and  the  number  of  pupils  has  in- 
creased to  200.  Of  these,  113  are  males  and  87  females ;  160  are 
State  pupils,  13  are  supported  by  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of 
New-York,  3  by  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  14  by  their  friends,  and 
the  remaining  10  by  the  institution.  In  addition  to  mental  instruction, 
some  portions  of  the  time  of  the  pupils,  for  each  day,  are  expended 
in  learning  some  useful  trade  or  employment,  which  may  enable  them 
to  gain  a  livelihood  by  their  own  exeitions,  and  at  the  same  time  im- 
put  oeedfnl  exerdee. 

fAssembly,  No.  3.]  6 
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The  anntial  report  of  the  directors,  to  the  Legislature,  will  place 
these  and  other  interesting  facts  before  you  in  a  fulf  aiid  satisfactory 
manner,  and  will  give  you  the  condition  of  the  fiscal  aflEurs  of  th&  in- 
stitution for  the  past  year,  the  accounts  of  which  could  not  be  made 
up  until  after  the  31st  of  December,  as  the  fiscal  is  the  calendar  year. 
The  provision  made  by  the  last  Legislature  for  the  support  of  this  in- 
stitution, for  the  term  of  five  years,  supercedes  any  call  for  aid  at  the 
present  time. 

I  respectfully  refer  the  Legislature  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Ad- 
jutant-General, this  day  transmitted,  for  various  important  suggestions 
in  relation  to  the  militia  laws,  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  se- 
curing a  more  perfect  enrolment  of  the  men  liable  to  perform  military 
duty.  The  present  system  of  enrolments  does  not  include  those  who 
though  exempt  from  annual  militia  service,  are  not  exempt  in  cases  of 
insurrection  and  invasion.  These  constitute  a  portion  of  the  military 
force  of  the  State,  as  much  as  if  they  had  no  temporary  exemptions, 
and  should,  as  it  appears  tome,  be  enrolled.  It  is  believed  this  is 
done  in  some,  or  all  of  the  other  States,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
interests  of  this  State  are  supposed  to  suffer,  in  an  important  particu- 
lar, by  our  omission  to  enrol  them. 

The  suggestions  of  this  report  upon  several  other  subjects  are  con-> 
sidered  of  primary  importance,  and  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  is 
earnestly  invited  to  them. 

The  transactions  of  the  i^tate  Agricuhural  Society,  for  the  year 
1845,  will  doubtless  be  laid  before  you,  in  the  accustomed  form,  at 
an  early  day.  The  annual  fair  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Utica,  on 
the  16th,  17th,  and  18th  days  of  September  last,  and  the  exhibition 
was  a  proud  one  for  the  agriculture  of  the  State.  My  informa- 
tion induces  the  belief  that  it  was  equal  to  any  one  of  the  exhi- 
bitions which  have  preceded  it,  and  that  the  deep  and  pervading  in- 
terest of  our  population,  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  mechanical, 
in  these  comparisons  of  their  various  productions,  and  examinations 
of  the  improvements  made  in  each  great  branch  of  industry,  was  as 
fully  manifested,  as  up<»i  any  former  occasion. 

The  last  Legislature  extended  the  appiopriation  in  aid  of  this  so^ 
ciety,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  May  next,  so  thst  I  sm  not 
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«ware  that  any  legislatioh  »  desired  upon  ibis  «ubject»  during  the 
fxcesMit  eeeeion.  The  traneactionB  of  the  Society,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  will  be  the  most  appropriate  recommendatioii  of  this  great 
and  vital  interest  to  the  renewed  attention  of  our  constituents. 

» 

Nothing  has  transpired  during  the  past  year  to  interrupt  the  peace- 
ful and  amicable  relations  existing  between  this  State  and  the  other 
States  of  the  Union ;  and  our  internal  condition,  with  the  exception 
before  brought  to  yoinr  netice^  has  been  peaceful  and  prosperous  in 
an  unusual  degree.  The  pubUc  health  has  been  good  in  all  parts  of 
ihe  State,  the  seasons  propitious  and  fruitful,  and  the  prices  of  the 
products  of  labor,  and  especially  'of  most  of  our  agricultural  produc* 
tions,  have  experienced  an  improvement  over  those  of  the  few  last 
years,  most  encouraging  to  industry  in  all  its  branches.  As  a  whole, 
it  is  believed  the  year  1845  may  be  justly  numbered  among  the  most 
prosperous  years  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

We  learn  from  the  late  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  relations  of  the  Federal  Government,  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  earth,  are  also  peaceful.  Considerable  sensation  has 
been  experienced,  at  various  periods  during  the  past  year,  from  the 
prespect  of  an  interruption  of  those  relations  with  the  Republic  of 
Mexico ;  but  as  that  government  has  concluded  to  re-establish  the 
diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  which  had  been 
suspended  by  its  action,  and  as  the  measure  which  induced  that  sus* 
pension  has  progressed  so  far  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  final  con* 
sunmiation,  th^  reasonable  presumption  is  that  all  differences  will  be 
amicably  adjusted,  and  the  peace  of  the  two  nations  continue  un- 
broken. 

r 

As  a  declaration  of  the  policy  of  the  present  administration  of  the 
Federal  Government,  the  message  of  the  President  appears  to  me  to 
justify  the  confidence  entertained  by  the  country  in  the  publicly  avow- 
ed principles  of  the  man,  and  to  realize  the  expectations  naturaUy  ex« 
cited  by  his  elevation  to  the  high  trust  he  holds.  The  re-establish- 
ment of  the  independent  treasury  was  confidently  anticipated  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  election,  and  that  great  measure  could  not  have  been  more 
distinctly,  or  strongly,  recommended  to  Congress,  than  it  is  in  this 
message.  The  principles  put  forth  as  those  which  should  govern  an 
adjustment  of  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  our  revenue  firom  the  cus- 
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tome,  are  also  those  the  coontry  had  a  right  to  expect  from  his  pab- 
lic  declarations  upon  that  subject.  They  appear  to  me  to  be  sub" 
stantially  the  principles  upon  which  alone  a  tariff  of  duties  upon  im- 
ports can  be  adjusted,  which  will  have  a  promise  of  permanency,  or 
which  will  give  reasonable  satisfaction  to  the  different  sections  of  our 
widely  extended  country,  and  to  all  the  yarious  interests  to  be  affec*' 
ted. 

The  topic  in  the  message  of  most  engrossing  interest  and  of  para- 
mount importance,  is  the  frank  and  clear  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  negotiations  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  touching  the  claims 
of  the  two  countries  to  the  lerritoly  of  Oregon.  It  is  not,  of  course, 
my  design,  as  it  is  not  my  province,  to  discuss  this  great  question  ; 
but  I  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  subject  and  the  occasion  to  say,  that  I  am 
satisfied  the  proposition  made  by  the  President  to  the  British  Minister, 
as  a  compromise,  to  establish  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  latitude  as  the 
line  of  territory  between  the  two  powers,  and  to  make  free  to  Great 
Britain  such  ports  as  she  may  select  on  the  coast  of  Vancouver's 
island,  south  of  that  latitude,  was  the  most  liberal  concession,  which 
the  judgment  of  the  people  of  this  State,  or  of  this  country,  would 
have  justified. 

It  was  due  to  the  amicable  manner  in  which  this  question  has  been 
treated,  by  the  respective  parties,  ever  since  the  close  of  the  late  war 
between  them,  that  the  negotiation  should  be  conducted  in  a  frank  and 
conciUatory  spirit,  and  that  our  disposition  for  continued  peace  should 
be  manifested  by  a  proposition  of  compromise,  extending  to  the  ex- 
treme limit  of  reasonable  concession.  The  offer  to  protract  the  line 
of  boundary  already  settled  between  the  two  powers,  upon  the  same 
degree  of  latitude,  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
would  seem  to  be  that  proposition,  even  without  peculiar  and  valuable 
commercial  facilities  within  the  boundary  so  proposed.  Such  a  pro- 
position, with  these  facilities  added,  has  been  promptly  declined  by 
the  British  Minister,  and  hence  the  inference  has  been  drawn  that  the 
prospect  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  this  question  is  at  an  end. 
This  I  will  not  belieye.  I  cannot  convince  myself  that  further  con- 
sideration will  not  bring  the  British  Government  to  see,  in  this  offer 
of  the  President,  not  only  the  tender  of  a  boundary,  which  she  cannot 
call  unjust,  but  a  spirit  of  liberal  and  generous  concession,  such  as 
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should  characterize .  negotiations    between    enlightened  commercial 
states,  especially  upon  questions  of  mere  interest. 

Much  less  can  I  entertain  the  opinion  th^t  Great  Britian  will  at* 
tempt,  by  war,  to  force  us  to  surrender!  upon  the  coast  of  the  Pacific^ 
a  portion  of  the  front,  which  covers  interior  territory  held  by  us  in 
conformity  with  solemn  treaty  stipulations  with  herself.  If,  however 
•he  shall  choose  this  alternative,  rather  than  an  amicable  settlement 
upon  terms  so  decidedly  favorable  to  herself,  the  world  will  be  pre- 
pared to  place  a  proper  estimate  upon  her  desire  for  a  continued  state 
of  peace ;  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  be  ready,  with  one 
mind  I  trust,  to  stand  upon  our  rights  in  this  matter,  and,  if  it  must  be 
so,  to  meet  relations,  which,  much  as  they  must  ever  deprecate,  they 
will  always  prefer  to  injustice,  or  dishonor. 

Whether  these  favorable  anticipations  as  to  the  continued  peace  of 
our  country,  are  to  be  realized  or  not,  can  vary  little  the  calls  of  pub- 
lic duty  upon  us.  To  exempt  our  people,  as  far  as  may  be  in  our 
power,  from  the  incumbrance  of  debt  and  the  burden  of  taxation,  and 
to  secure  to  them  the  fullest  measure  of  prosperity  which  unfettered 
industry  can  earn,  is  alike  the  course  of  wisdom  in  either  event.  In 
audi  a  condition^  they  will  be  best  prepared  for  the  profitable  enjoy- 
ment of  peace,  or  to  meet  the  scourge  of  war ;  and  if  our  delibera- 
tions and  action  shall  be  unitedly  and  earnestly  directed  to  these  ends, 
w6  may  reasonably  hope  for  the  continued  smiles  of  that  Almighty 
Power  who  holds  the  destinies  of  nations  in  His  hand  and  who  has 

0 

hitherto  protected  our  country  and  her  institutions  against  every  hos- 
tfle  assault  SILAS  WRIGHT. 

Albany ^  6tk  January^  184$. 
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PRdCLAMATldN: 

By  SILAS  WRIGHT,  Owvmor  of  ih»  Stats  of  NsuhYork. 

The  sheriflf,  district  attorney,  judges  of  the  county  courts,  and  other 
officers  of  the  peace  and  citieens  of  the  coupty  of  Delaware,  have 
laid  before  me  a  body  of  evidence,  to  satisfy  me  that  the  execution  of 
civil  and  criminal  process  in  that  county  has  been  forcibly  resisted  by 
bodies  of  men ;  that  combinations  to  resist  the  execution  of  such  pro* 
eess  by  force,  exist  in  that  county  ;  and  that  the  power  of  the  county 
has  been  exerted,  and  is  not  sufficient  10  enable  the  sheriff  and  his  de* 
puties,  having  such  process,  to  execute  the  same ;  and  have  applied 
to  me  to  exert  the  authority  witli  which  I  am  clothed  by  the  19th  sec* 
tion  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  and  preserve 
order,**  passed  April  15,  1845. 

The  evidence  presented  to  me,  establishes  satisfactorily  the  follow* 
iDgamong other  facts : 

That  the  execution  of  civil  and  criminal  process  began  to  be  resist- 
ed by  bodies  of  men,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  as  early  as  March 
last. 

That  combinations  to  resist  the  execution  of  such  process  by  forcOi 
ander  the  denomination  of  anti*rent,  or  equal  rights  associations,  com* 
menced  being  formed  in  that  pounty,  more  than  one  year  ago. 

That  these  associations  have  engrafted  upon  their  organization  a 
force  of  disguised,  masked  and  armed  men,  subject  to  the  orders  and 
directions  of  the  officers  of  the  associations,  and  by  and  through  which 
force,  under  the  protection  of  its  disguises  and  masks,  the  resistance 
to  the  execution  of  legal  process  is  to  be  made,  and  is  made. 

That  the  members  of  this  armed  force  are  denominated  Indians,  or 
natives ;  are  organized  in  bands  called  tribes,  and  have  their  leaders 
•nd  commanders,  called  chiefs,  having  names  in  imitation  of  Indian 
chiefs. 

That  the  officers  of  the  associations,  and  all  the  members  of  the 
armed  forces  are  sworn  to  observe  and  support  the  constitution  of  the 
•esociatioo,  and  to  keep  secret  all  things  commnnirated,  or  known  to 
them,  which  require  to  be  kept  8ecret»  aiid»  in  the  case  of  the  dia» 
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guised  and  anned  men,  the  farther  clanse  is  added,  that  they  will 
stand  by  each  other  as  long  as  life  shall  last. 

That  the  avowed  and  declared  object  of  the  associations  is  to  pre* 
Tent  by  force  the  collections  of  rent,  and  that  the  express  duty  of  the 
armed  force,  is  to  resist  the  execution  of  process  issued  for  that  object; 
but  that  the  cases  of  resistance  by  force  against  the  execution  of  legal 

trocess,  and  the  discharge  of  their  duties  by  the  officers  of  the  law, 
are  not  been  entirely  confined  to  proceedings  for  collection  of  rents, 
btit  have  been  extended,  in  some  instances,  to  other  legal  process. 

That  these  association  and  organizations  of  a  disguised,  masked  and 
armed  force,  are  not  confined  to  the  county  of  Delaware,  but  exist  to 
a  great,  if  not  to  an  equal  extent  ifi  several  adjoining  counties,  and 
that  the  organizations,  armed  and  unarmed,  wherever  they  exist,  have 
and  avow  a  common  object,  make  common  cause,  and  act  in  entire 
concert  and  co«operation. 

That  in  all  the  prominent  and  flagrant  cases  of  resistance  to  the  pro* 
cess  and  officers  of  the  law,  in  Delaware  and  other  counties,  the  mem* 
bers  of  these  armed  bands  of  disguised  and  masked  men  have  been 
the  prominent  actors ;  and  that,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  before  the 
passage  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  this  resistance  had  been  carried 
to  such  an  extent,  as  to  require  the  utmost  exertion  of  the  power  of 
the  county  to  preserve  peace  and  order,  and  execute  criminal  process 
only. 

That  early  in  the  month  of  May,  after  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
the  15th  of  April  last,  above  referred  to,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Delaware  applied  to  the  Governor,  under  the  2d  section  of  that  law, 
and  receivea  authority  to  organize  an  armed  guard  of  400  men  to  aid 
him  in  the  preservation  of  order,  and  the  execution  of  civil  and  cri- 
minal process  within  the  county. 

That  a  strong  feeling  has  existed  in  the  county  against  that  provi- 
sion of  the  law,  which  charges  upon  the  county,  the  expense  of  such 
an  organized  and  armed  force ;  the  citizens  contending  that  it  was 
unequal  and  unjust  to  require  of  them  to  encounter,  in  tneir  persons, 
the  labor  and  peril  of  enforcing  the  law  against  these  armed  combina- 
tions  of  their  own  and  the  adjoining  counties,  and  thereby  subject  the 
property  of  Delaware  county  only  to  the  taxation  necessary  to  meet 
the  expenses  thus  incurred  ;  and  that  the  sheriff  has  been  unable  to 
organize  a  guard,  under  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  of  sufficient  strength 
and  permanency  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  civil  process  placed  in 
his  hands,  or  calling  for  execution. 

That  the  consequence  of  this  state  of  things  has  been  a  substantial 
suspension,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  of  all  process  for  the  collec- 
tion of  rents,  from  the  close  of  the  serious  disturbances  there,  in 
March  last,  until  a  very  recent  and  very  signal  instance,  to  be  here- 
after particularly  noticed ;  the  sheriff  having  undertaken,  within  that 
time,  to  execute  and  carry  out  such  process  in  but  one  instance,  and 
in  that,  a  voluntary  settlement  between  the  parties  relieved  him,  be- 
fore the  point  was  reached,  at  which  resistance  has  been  usually  met ; 
and  he  having,  in  numerous  other  instances,  decUned  to  receive  and 
attempt  to  execute  such  process. 


No.  SO  01 

That,  some  time  during  tfae  last  month,  purtuant  to  proceedings  by 
wny  of  dietress  for  rent,  against  a  man  by  the  name  of  Moses  Earl,  of 
the  town  of  Andes,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  the  sheriff  had  appoint* 
ed  a  day  for  tlie  sale,  upon  the  premises,  of  the  property  distrainied, 
and,  upon  the  day  of  sale,  attended  at  the  place,  and  met  a  large  col* 
lection  of  persons,  whose  appearance  and  conduct  satisfied  him  that 
their  ,ol^ect  was  to  prevent  bis  sale  ;  not  one  of  whom  would  make  a 
bid  upon  any  part  of  the  property  offered  for  sale,  and  from  whom  he 
learned  that  a  disguised  and  armed  force  of  some  sixty  men  was  se* 
creted  in  the  woods  adjoining  the  field  where  be  was  trying  to  sell 
the  property  ;  whereupon  he  adjourned  the  sale  to  the  7th  day  of  the 
present  month,  at  the  same  place. 

That,  on  the  7th  day  of  the  present  month,  the  sheriff  attended  at 
die  olace  of  sale,  accompanied  by  his  under-sheriff,  Osman  N.  Steele, 
Erastus  S.  Edgerton,  a  constable  of  the  county,  and  Peter  P.  Wright 
the  agent  of  the  landlord,  who  attended  to  bid  upon  the  property.  These 
persons  found  upon  the  premises  a  force  oil  disguised,  masked  and 
armed  men,  about  220  strong,  by  which  they  were  surrounded  as  soon 
as  movements  were  made  indicating  a  preparation  to  enter  upon  the 
sale  of  the  property,  and  by  a  portion  of  whom,  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
der  of  one  acting  as  their  chief,  the  horses  upon  which  Steele  and 
Edgerton  were  mounted,  were  shot  and  killed,  and  Steele  was  mor* 
tally  wounded  and  survived  but  six  hours,  three  balls  taking  effect  in 
his  person,  and  from  twelve  to  twenty  guns  being  fired.  l%e  execu- 
tion of  civil  process  thus  resisted,  the  enforcement  of  the  law  preven* 
ted,  and  the  order  and  peace  of  society  deeply  and  irreparably  dis* 
turbed  and  broken,  in  this  instance. 

That  this  cold  and  cruel  murder  of  a  most  estimable  and  valuable 
ciiisen,  and  brave  and  faithful  public  officer,  for  no  other  cause  or 

f provocation,  than  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  as  he  had  solen«n» 
y  sworn  to  discharge  it,  has  so  aroused  the  energies  of  the  patriotic 
and  law  abiding  citizens  of  the  county  of  Delaware,  as  to  enable  the 
sheriff,for  the  purpose  of  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  murderers, 
their  aiders  and  aoettors,  to  organize  a  guard,  or  posse^  under  the  2d 
section  of  the  law  referred  to,  in  conformity  to  the  autliority  obtained 
from  the  Governor,  in  May  last,  for  that  purpose ;  but  only  for  a  very 
short  period,  which  h^  already  expired,  or  is  just  about  expiring, 
and  without  the  hope  o^  expectation,  on  the  part  of  the  sherifl^  of  being 
able  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid  of  that  guard,  or  posse,  for  any  other 
purpose  than  the  execution  of  the  criminal  processes,  to  whicb  this 
startling  murder  may  give  rise. 

That  it  has  been  subsequently  ascertained  that,  in  addition  to  tlie 
disguised  and  armed  force  of  220  men,  which  actually  surrounded 
tfae  sheriff  and  bis  assistants,  and  shot  down  the  under-sheriff,  an  ad* 
ditional  similar  force  of  40  picked  riflemen  was  stationed  in  the  bush- 
es  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and  near  to  the  place  of  sale,  with  direc* 
tions  to  watch  the  posse,  which  it  was  apprehended  would  follow  the 
sheriff,  and  come  to  his  aid ;  to  order  it  to  halt,  if  it  should  attempt  to 
pass ;  ajid  to  shoot  down  the  men  who  composed  it,  if  they  should 
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oeC  obey  Um  ctder  to  hik;  that  making  the  ivhalo  dstgtttsti  and 
armed  force,  assembled  upon  this  occasion,  to  resist  the  execation  of 
Uie  law,  and  of  civil  process,  S60  men,  or  more  than  that  number. 

That  considerable  portions  of  this  disguised  and  armed  force  were 
drawn  from  two  of  the  adjoining  counties,  and  were  not  citisens  of  the 
county  of  Delaware. 

That  these  organizations  to  resist  the  law  and  the  execution  of  its 
process,  have  extended  themseWes  to  the  magistracy  of  the  county  of 
Delaware,  and  that  justices  of  the  peace  of  some  of  the  towns  in  that 
county  are  found  enrolled  as  members  and  officers  of  the  associations 
if  not  under  the  Indian  drsguises,  bearing  arms  to  resist  the  law  by 
force ;  forffetting  the  oath  of  office  they  have  taken,  and  lakipg  them* 
selres,  and  administering  to  others,  oaths  to  conceal  violations  of  the 
law ;  To  the  ministerial  officers  of  the  county,  and  that  constables  aro 
also  found  members  of  one  or  both,  .of  these  combinations  :  To  the 
officers  of  the  towns,  and  that  supervisors,  the  members  of  the  loeal 
Legislature  of  the  county,  are  members  of  the  Anti-Rent  associationa 
•wearing  to  support  their  constitution  and  pledge,  if  not  Indians,  swear- 
ing to  bear  arms  against  the  law. 

That  one  of  the  obligations,  which  every  person  takes  upon  him- 
self, on  becoming  a  member  of  an  Anti-Rent  association,  is  to  mako 
fixed  and  regular  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the  association ;  that  a 
stipulated  rent  of  two  cenu  upon  the  acre  of  all  the  land  held  by  the 
members  of  these  associations  is  levied  and  paid  to  the  treasurers,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  organizations ;  that  the  moneys  thus  collec* 
ted  are  paid  out,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee,  to  porchase  ma- 
terials for  dresses,  masks,  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  Indians,  and 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  subsistence  and  entertainment,  when 
called  out,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  expenses  of  law-suit£  and  litigations  ; 
and  where  there  is  a  surplus  in  the  treasury,  to  pay  the  Indums  for 
their  time  spent  in  the  service  to  which  they  are  devoted. 

That  1000  or  more  persons  have  enrolled  themselves  and  taken  the. 
prescribed  oath,  as  Indians,  within  the  single  county  of  Delaware, 
while  a  much  larger  number  have  become  members  of  the  anti-rent 
associations,  and  that  the  obligations  assumed  towards  each  other,  cer- 
tainly by  the  Indians,  if  not  by  the  members  of  the  associations  also, 
strongly  imply,  if  they  do  not  expressly  enjoin,  effi>rts  on  the  part  of 
those  at  liberty  to  rescue  those  under  arrest,  and  in  the  custody  of 
the  law,  for  acts  performed  as  Indians,  or  as  members  of  an  associa- 
tion, and  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  those  organizations. 

That,  since  the  murder  of  the  under-sheriff  Steele,  in  the  manner 
before  related,  the  proceedings  of  the  authorities  and  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Delaware  have  been  marked  by  a  most  praiseworthy  vigi- 
lance and  energy,  to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  these  resisters  of  the 
law  and  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  county ;  that  many  arreste 
have  been  made,  and  fifty  or  more  prisoners  are  now  confined  in  the 
county  jail,  either  awaiting  examinations,  or  committed  to  answer  to 
the  charges  of  crime,  some  twenty  or  more  of  whom  are  charged  ae 
principals  or  accessoriea  in  this  murder. 


It  wty  be  ftdUed,  too,  that  indiWdualt*  and  asBomblagea  of  mea^ 
ba?e,  witbia  the  period  meationed,  frequently  appeared  in  the  public 
highways,  in  the  fields,  woods,  and  other  places  in  the  county,  and 
lometiises  in  the  face  of  the  Sheriff  and  his  officers,  both  disguised 
tsd  armed,  in  open  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled, 
"An  Act  to  prevent  persons  appearing  disguised  and  armed,''  passed 
28th  January,  1845;  and  that  such  persons,  so  committing  offences 
rabjectioff  them  to  punishment  in  the  state  prison,  have  not  been  ar"* 
rested  ;  thus  affording  evidence  that  the  power  of  the  county,  as  faith- 
fully exerted  as  the  Sheriff  and  hia  officers  could  exert  it,  has  been 
insufficient  for  the  execution  of  criminal  process,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  criminal  law  within  the  county,  in  cases  where  the  violations 
ef  that  law  have  not  been  attended  with  consequences  calculated  to 
shock  the  feelings  of  the  citiaens,  by  the  imminent  danger  to,  or  the 
wanton  dealructioQ  of,  human  life. 

The  fact  that  the  law  makes  no  provision  for  mounting  the  men  to 
be  employed  by  the  Sheriff  as  a  posse,  or  guard,  or  for  payment  for 
the  service,  or  fot  the  subsistence  of  horses  for  their  use,  is  stated  by 
him  as  one  inroakinent  cause  of  hia  inability  to  enlist  and  organize  an 
efficient  boay  of  men  for  the  service  required.  The  nature  of  that 
service  palpably  required  that  a  large  share,  at  least,  of  the  Sheriff's 
guard  should  be  mounted,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  mode^ 
rate  number  of  men  could  have  made  him  an  efficient  posse,  all  ser« 
Ting  on  foot. 

la  the  face  of  these  facta,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  testi« 
nony  presented  brings  the  case  fully  within  the  provisi<ms  of  the  19th 
ssction  of  the  act  of  the  15th  of  April  last;  that  the  execution  of 
civil  or  criminal  process  has  been  forcibly  resisted  in  the  county  of 
Delaware ;  that  combinations  to  resist  the  execution  of  such  process 
by  force  do  exist  in  that  county ;  that  the  power  of  the  county  haa 
been  exerted  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act,  and  that  it 
is  not  attfficient  to  enable  the  officers  of  the  county  having  such  pro* 
cess  to  execute  the  same.  . 

I  do  therefore,  hereby,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
said  19tb  section  of  the  said  act,  proclaim  and  declare  the  County  of 
Delaware  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  according  to  the  provisions, 
and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State, 
entitled  ''  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  and  preserve  order,"  passed  15th 
April,  1845. 

In  making  this  declaration,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  draw  the  particu* 
lar  attention  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  especially  the  citi- 
zens of  Delaware  and  the  adjoining  counties,  to  the  provisions  of  the 
20th  section  of  the  act  referred  to. 

Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  publication  of  this  proclamation, 
resist,  or  assist  in  resisting,  the  execution  of  legal  process ;  or  who 
shall  aid,  oc  attempt,  the  rescue  or  escape  of  any  prisoner  from  lawful 
custody  or  confinement,  or  who  shall  resist,  or  aid  or  assist  in  resists 
ing,  any  force  ordered  out  by  the  Governor,  in  the  county  of  Dela- 
vara,  is»  by  thia  ns$mx  of  the-  law,  upon  conviction  of  either  of  these 
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offences,  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  felony,  "  and  punMied  by  impri- 
sonment in  the  State  prison  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  years." 

It  becomes  my  further  duty  to  inToke  the  especial  and  earnest  at- 
tention of  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State  to  this  proclama- 
tion,  to  the  provisions  of  the  two  acts  of  the  legislature  particularly 
referred  to  in  it,  and  of  the  responsible  duties  it  devolves  upon  them. 
They  are  the  guardians  of  the  law  for  the  people  of  the  Slate,  whom 
they  have  been  appointed  to  represent  and  serve.  They  hate  been 
selected  to  expound,  administer,  and  execute  the  law,  and  ibey  have 
solemnly  sworn  that  they  will  ifaithfully  discharge  ihe  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  according  to  the  best  of  their  abilities. 

To  such  officers  within  the  county  of  Delaware,  and  the  surround- 
ing counties,  this  appeal  comes  with  peculiar  force.  It  is  to  enforce 
the  law  in  their  immediate  neighborhoods  that  the  aid  of  the  State  is 
invoked.  Around  and  among  them  the  spirit  of  insurrection,  of  com* 
bined  and  organized  resistance  to  the  law,  prevails  and  shows  itself. 
The  discharge  of  their  whole  duties,  and  the  faithful  redemption  of 
their  official  oaths,  are  demanded  alike  by  patriotic  feeling*  moral  du- 
ty, and  a  plain  sense  of  personal  justice  ;  and  especially,  if  any  one 
among  their  number,  holding  a  public  trust,  and  resting  under  the 
obligations  of  that  oath,  shall  become  lost  to  a  just  sense  of  his  duty 
to  himself  and  his  State,  and  shall  yield  to  the  insurrectionary  influ- 
ences around  him,  it  is  incumbent  upon  them,  while  Ihey  boldly  de- 
tect and  expose  and  bring  to  justice  tne  delinquent,  to  show  by  their 
better  conduct  and  example,  that  our  free  institutions  are  not  to  be 
surrendered  for  a  state  of  disorder,  and  violence,  and  crime,  and  mur- 
der, even  though  some  few  of  their  constituted  guardians  should  not 
be  proof  against  such  delusion. 

To  the  freemen  of  the  State  I  can  make  no  stronger  appeal  than  it 
presented  in  the  simple  narration  of  facts  I  have  set  forth.  These 
facts  show  the  regular  progress  to  its  result  in  crime  and  blood  of 
every  attempt  to  set  aside  the  regularly  constituted  tribunals  of  civil 
society,  organized  for  the  protection  of  personal  rights  and  the  redress 
of  personal  wrongs,  to  make  might  the  measure  of  right  between  citi- 
zen and  citizen.  Masks  and  disguises  are  never  assumed  to  protect 
men  in  the  performance  of  acts  towards  their  neighbors,  which  the 
judgment  and  the  conscience  approve  ;  and  no  other  acts  will  promote 
the  peace,  order,  or  prosperity  of  society,  or  the  happiness  or  true  in- 
terest of  him  who  performs  the  action.  Secret  oaths  are  only  ad- 
ministered to  add  to  the  protection  of  the  masks,  when  the  conscience 
proclaims,  that  he  who  is  trusted  to  look  behind  the  mask  may  be  as 
dangerous  as  he  who  looks  upon  it ;  that  the  danger  is  in  the  truth, 
and  is  to  be  apprehended  from  all  who  can  tell  it.  Wlien  the  mind 
becomes  sO  deluded  as  to  rely  upon  protections  like  these,  and  to  act 
from  the  promptings  which  a  sense  of  security  of  this  character,  if 
indulged,  will  never  fail  to  engender,  high  crimes  are  the  certain  fruit, 
and  the  charm  of  the  protection  vaiiisbes  only  when  the  guilt  is  in- 
curred. The  intelligent  freemen  of  our  Slate  will  not  seek  to  change 
their  peaceful  and  happy  and  prosperous  instiUttioDSy  the  fruit  of  ths 
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toil  and  blood  ^f  oiar  reTolutioiutry  fathers,  for  a  goremnient  resting 
upon  such  a  basis  and  producing  such  fruits.  Justice' is  the  emblem 
of  their  goTemment,  and  her  h'ght  is  truth. 

To  the  tenants  who  disapprove  of  this  disguised  and  armed  force, 
tod  have  refused  to  give  their  aid  and  countenance  to  its  organization 
and  action,  and  they  are  believed  to  constitute  a  numerous  and  influ- 
ential body  of  men,  the  present  presents  a  peculiarly  appropriate  oc* 
casion  to  mark  more  distinctly  their  separation  from  proceedings 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  fatal  to  a  good  cause,  and  to  prejudice  good 
men.  If  they  feel  that  the  tenures  by  which  they  bold  their  farms 
are  onerous ;  not  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  or 
the  spirit  of  our  people  ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  changed  to  free* 
holds ;  let  them  see,  and  feel  also,  that  the  natural  sympathies  of  the 
great  body  of  our  freeholders  must  be  with  them  in  these  impressions, 
and  that  the  sure  way  lo  avert  ihese  sympathies  is  to  attempt  to  no 
complish  a  worthy  end  by  unworthy  means.  Let  them  remember 
that  their  present  tenures  have  resulted  from  voluntary  contracts,  free- 
)y  entered  into  between  themselves,  or  their  worthy  ancestors,  and  the 
landlords  from  whom  they  hold  ;  and  that  the  readiest,  if  not  tlie  only 
way,  to  make  the  change  they  desire,  is  by  a  contract  equally  volun- 
tary between  themselves  and  those  same  landlords.  Let  them  be  as- 
sured that,  if  they  fulfil  their  Contracts  hitherto,  and  offer  terms  of 
commutation  of  tneir  titles,  which  are  just,  and  which  appear  to  be  so 
to  fiiir  and  impartial  minds,  an  enlightened  public  opinion  will  bring 
about  the  acceptance  of  such  terms  by  the  landlords. 

To  the  proprietors  of  these  leasehold  estates,  the  landlords  of  these 
tenanu,  the  present  crisis  should  not  be  without  its  lessons  of  wisdom. 
Indefensible  as  have  been  the  attempts  to  repudiate  their  solemn  con- 
tracts, and  to  wrest  from  them  by  force  the  remedies  secured  to  them 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  for  breaches  of  those  contracts,  they 
should  not  fail  to  see,  at  the  foundation  of  these  lawless  proceedings,  a 
rapidly  growing  dissatisfaction  at  the  perpetuation  of  tenures,  not  in  ac- 
cordance vrith  Uiose  by  which  the  great  body  of  the  lands  of  our  country 
are  held,  and  not  consonant  with  the  feelings  of  our  people.  And,  while 
the  power  of  the  State  must  and  will  be  exerted  to  enforce  the  law, 
protect  private  rights,  preserve  the  peace  and  order  of  society,  give 
security  to  the  life  of  the  citizen,  and  prevent  the  prevalence  of  anarchy 
and  violence,  so  far  as  it  rests  in  their  power,  tliey  should  be  ready  to 
remove  the  causes  of  like  troubles  for  the  future,  by  a  prompt  and 
liberal  arrangement  of  arrears  of  rent,  whenever  an  opponunity  shall 
offer ;  and,  by  tendering  generous  terms  to  the  tenants,  upon  which 
they  will  change  the  tenures  to  fee  simple  titles,  put  an  end  for  ever 
to  this  perpetual  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant — a  relation  already  so 
fruitful  of  any  thing  but  peace  and  prosperity  to  either  of  the  parties. 
Even  if  it  shall  become  necessary  to  employ  the  military  power  of  the 
State  to  enforce  Uie  law,  as  connected  with  their  peculiar  interests, 
they  shoukl  be  prepared,  upon  all  occasions  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, to  show  to  the  public  that  it  is  no  part  of  their  object  to  be 
benefitted  in  their  pecuniary  interests,  by  the  misfortunea  or  the  ikulti 
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of  their  ill-^admad  and  misguided  tenants ;  bat  that  they  are  ready  to 
coQsider  generouslyy  the  ability  and  the  means  of  each  tenant  to  pay« 
and,  even  if  a  coerced  sale  of  his  property  must  be  the  only  rule  of 
settlement,  that  they  are  prepared  to  become  liberal  purchasers  at 
such  sales. 

To  the  disguised  men  themselyes,  and  to  those'  less  w(Nrthy  than 
they,  who  press  them  forward  into  the  danger  from  which  they  theoa* 
seWes  shrink,  I  have  oolj  to  say  that  wrong  acts  never  serve  even  a 
good  cause ;  that  persistence  in  crime  can  not  mitigate  the  heavy 
weight  upon  the  mmd  and  conscience  of  the  first  crime ;  and  that  no 
disguises  are  perfect  enough  to  protect  the  heart  from  the  eye  of  Him 
who  sees  its  tnoughts  and  intents. 

For  the  sake  of  the  character  of  our  State  and  of  our  people,  as  well 
as  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  and  harmony  of  our  society,  I  earnestly 
hope  the  mv  may  not  be  distant,  when  I  may  be  called  upon  to  dis-_ 
charge  another  and  a  far  uKNre  pleasant  duty,  under  a  provision  of  the 
same  law  under  which  I  now  act,  by  revoking  this  proclamation. 

Yet  the  law  must  be  enforced.  Our  institutions  nwst  be  preserved. 
Anarchy  and  violence  must  be  prevented.  The  lives  of  our  citizens 
must  be  protected,  and  murder  must  be  punished.    And  when  that 

Eortion  of  onr  citizens  who,  now  transported  by  passion  and  led  away 
y  singular  delusions,  are  ready  to  strike  down  the  law  and  its  minis- 
ters, shall  become  convinced  that  a  different  course  is  alike  the  part  of 
wisdom  and  of  duty,  and  shall  again  submit  themselves  to  the  laws  of 
the  State,  then,  and  not  before,  can  I  eiq[>ect  to  be  permitted  to  per* 
form  that  more  pleasina  duty. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  privy  seal  of  the 
State.    Witness  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  this  twenty- 
[Ip.  s.]  seventh  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  liord  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five. 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 


COMMUTATION 

PF   THE 

PUNISHMENT  OF  VAN  STEENBURGH  AND  O'CONNER. 

EXECUTIVE  CHAMBER, 

Albany,  22d  Noyember,  1845. 

Gebsn  Mooae,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Delaware  County. 
SIR, 

The  official  reports  of  the  testimony  given  upon  the  trials  of  John 
Tan  Steenburgh  and  Edward  O'Conner,  lately  convicted,  before  the 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  your  county,  of  the  murder  of  Osman 
N.  Steele,  have  been  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  Circuit  Judge.  These 
reports  the  statute  makes  it  my  duty  carefully  to  examine,  indepen- 
dently of  any  application  to  interfere  with  the  sentences  of  the  prisoners, 
and  gives  me  authority  to  require  the  opinion  thereon  of  the  Chancel- 
lor, the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Attorney  General,  or 
any  of  them. 

Upon  both  of  these  trials,  the  question  of  law  was  raised,  whether 
being  present  at  the  time  of  this  murder,  armed  and  disguised,  and 
enffased  in  resisting  the  execution  of  the  law,  in  the  manner  parti- 
cularly described  in  the  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
prevent  persons  appearing  disguised  and  armed,"  was  a  ''felony,** 
within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  our  statutes.  The  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  decided  that  these  acts  did  constitute  a  "  felony  ;** 
and  therefore  that  the  defendants,  if  guilty  of  them,  were  guilty  of  the 
murder,  by  the  terms  of  the  third  subdivision  of  section  fourth  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  volume  2,  page  657,  which  enacts  that  the  killing 
of  a  human  being,  when  perpetrated  without  any  design  to  effect  death, 
by  a  person  engaged  in  the  commission  of  a  'felony,  shall  be  murder. 

Upon  the  trial  of  O'Conner,  testimony  given  by  him  before  the 
Grand  Jury,  upon  the  examination  of  die  case  of  another  person 
charged  with  this  murder,  was  offered  in  evidence  against  himself. 
His  counsel  objected  to  the  evidence  as  inadmissible,  because  he  was 
called  to  testify  before  a  tribunal,  where  he  could  not  be  allowed 
counsel  to  advise  him  as  to  bis  rights  and  liabilities,  and  where  there 
was  no  court  to  caution  him  not  to  answer  questions  which  would 
criminate  himself.  The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  overruled  the 
objections,  and  admitted  the  evidence. 

On  all  occasions  of  this  sort,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  avail 
myself  of  the  advice  of  the  Attorney  General  and  Judges,  separately 
from  the  particular  submission  to  them  of  any  questions  of  law,  which 
may  have  been  raised  upon  a  trial  for  murder.  In  these  cases  a  desire 

[Assembly,  No.  3.]  8 


58  [Assembly 

for  this  advice  upon  these  questions  would  hare  rendered  certain  my 
submission  of  the  reports  to  them,  or  as  many  of  them  as  I  could 
conveniently  reach,  had  I  not  been  particularly  urged  to  do  so  ;  but 
one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendants  presented  these  questions  to  me, 
argued  them  before  me,  and  urgently  requested  me  to  submit  them  to 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  their  opinion. 

The  reports  of  the  Circuit  Judge  have  been  submitted  generally  to 
these  Judges,  and  their  attention  particularly  drawn  to  the  two  ques- 
tions of  law  before  stated.  They  nave  expressed  their  opinions  fully 
and  unanimously  upon  both,  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  in  each  case.  1  am  free  to  say  that,  after  full 
examination  and  reflection,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  come  to  the 
same  conclusion,  that  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  decided  both 
of  these  points  correctly. 

This  forces  upon  me  the  further  conclusion  that  the  trials  and  con- 
victions of  these  defendants  were  reguls  r  and  in  conformity  to  the  law ; 
and,  the  testimony  leaving  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  they  were 
both  present  at  the  murder  of  Steele,  armed  and  disguised  and  engaged 
in  resisting  the  execution  of  the  law  by  the  SheriiT,  that  they  are  both 
legally  guilty  of  that  murder.  The  verdicts  of  the  juries,  therefore,  in 
each  of  the  cases,  I  consider  fully  sustained  by  the  law  and  the  facts. 

I  iiave  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  persuade  myself  that  I  can, 
consistently  with  a  proper  discharge  of  my  public  duty,  go  any  farther 
in  considering  the  question  of  interference  on  my  part  with  the  sen- 
tences which  the  law  has  pronounced  upon  these  unfortunate  and 
misguided  men. 

Yet  the  cases  are  so  novel  and  extraordinary,  and  the  evidences 
before  me  are  so  abundant,  of  the  existence  of  a  deep  and  wide  spread 
public  feeling,  demanding  a  further  examination  into  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  these  convictions,  and  into  the  more  minute  xelations 
of  these  defendants  to  that  bloody  tragedy,  that  I  have  felt  constrained 
to  step  over  this  limit,  and  take  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  momen- 
tous question  thus  pressed  upon  me. 

A  most  cold,  deliberate  and  cruel  murder  was  committed,  in  the 
open  day,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  concourse  of  the  citizens  of  this 
State  ;  and,  beyond  some  five  or  six,  there  was  not  a  man  to  raise  his 
hand  or  his  voice  against  the  bloody  deed,  while  hundreds  were  active 
and  guilty  participators,  directly  or  remotely,  in  the  dreadful  crime. 
These  were  citizens  of  our  State  assembled,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
not  to  defend  our  free  institutions,  but  to  beat  them  down  by  force  ; 
not  to  sustain  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  but  to  violate  both.  The 
offence,  and  the  only  offence,  of  their  victim  was  that  he  had  exerted 
himself,  upon  former  occasions,  and  was  then  exerting  himself,  as  a 
public  officer  of  the  State,  to  perform  the  public  duty  appropriately 
assigned  to  him,  and  thus  to  discharge  himself  from  the  obligation  of 
the  solemn  oath  upon  his  conscience.  It  is  not  true,  as  has  been 
asserted,  that  the  assault  upon  Steele  was  provoked,  or  invited,  by  a 
fire  from  himself  upon  the  disguised  men ;  as  the  testimony  upon  the 
trial  of  O'Connor  positively  establishes  the  fact  that  his  pistol  was  not 
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discharged  at  all  upon  tliat  occA«ion.  The  offence  against  the  law  an4. 
iu  ofSbcera,  which  moved  thii  body  of  citizens  ^o  armed  and  bloody 
Ffisislance  against  them,  in  truth  was  that  they  were  to  be  compelled 
to  fulfil  their  own  voluntary  contracts,  and  to  pay  debts,  which  they 
had  acknowledged  themselvesy  by  the  most  solemn  legal  obligations, 
justly  to  owe. 

In  this  armed  resistance  to  the  laws,  thus  induced,  were  engaged 
the  aged,  the  middle  aged  and  the  young ;.  the  wealthy,  the  men  of 
moderate  means,  and  the  poor ;  the  influential  and  the  obscure  ;  and 
they  carried  their  resistance  to  muider.  These  are  the  simple  facts  of 
the  history,  undiluted  and  indisputable. 

The  i^ole  public  mind  was  shocked,  and  every  xnan,  whose  moral 
principles  were  not  perverted,  whose  love  of  peace  and  order  and  law 
were  not  paralized,  rushed  to  the  aid  of  the  civil  officers.  The  guilty 
were  pursued  and  brought  forth  from  their  hiding  {^ces,  to  answer 
before  offended  and  violated  justice  for  their  crimes  against  the  peace 
and  rights  and  lives  of  their  fellow  citizens.  They  numbered  hun- 
dreds, some  thirty  or  more  of  whom  had  been  arrested  and  placed 
within  the  custody  of  the  law,  all  of  whom  were  indicted  for  the 
murder. 

The  most  sanguinary  executors  of  the  laws  of  a  civilized  State  would 
not,  at  this  day,  nave  contemplated  the  execution  of  even  this  number 
of  men  for  this  single  murder ;  and  yet  the  majority  of  the  guilty,  and 
among  them  those  believed  to  be  the  most  guilty,  both  as  instigators 
and  perpetrators  of  the  crime,  were  at  large,  having  fled  beyond  the 
reach  of  process,  or  secreted  themselves  too  securely  for  the  vigilance 
of  the  ministers  of  justice. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  as- 
sembled at  Delhi,  to  make  this  fearful  jail  delivery.  The  responsibili- 
ties  resting  upon  the  public  prosecutors  and  the  Court  were  immense. 
They  were  in  the  midst  of  an  alarmed,  excited,  and  to  a  great  extent 
impassioned  community.  Their  first  duty  was  to  sustain  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws ;  their  second,  as  far  as  it  could  be  done  by  their  action, 
to  restore  peace  and  order  and  harmony  to  a  broken  and'  distracted 
society. 

The  public  wish  and  expectation  naturally  was  that  the  severity  o£ 
punishment  should  be  visited  upon  the  leaders  in  the  disturbances,  and 
the  actual  perpetrators  of  the  death ;  upon  the  influential  commanders, 
and  not  their  obscure  followers.  The  standing  and  the  acts  of  the 
respective  criminal  parties  were  not  before  the  public,  and,  as  a  very 
natural  consequence,  its  impressions  as  toihe  legal  guilt  of  the  various 
individuals  implicated  followed  its  judgment  of  the  moral  guilt  of  each, 
formed  from  their  apparent  relations  to  the  crime.  The  reflection  was 
not  generally  made,  that  he  who  had  the  deepest  and  taost  direct  in- 
terest ;  who  exerted  the  strongest  influence  in  bringing  together  that 
,  illegal  assemblage  of  armed  men,  and  in  exciting  their  passions  to  the 
'  point  of  murder,  might  have  been  sagacious  enough  not  to  have  pre« 
settled  hiooMlf  upon  the  bloody  field ;  not  to  have  disguised  and  armed 
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himself,  and  not  to  hare  taken  part  in  the  commismon  of  the  felony, 
which  roust  precede  and  lay  the  foundation  for  the  guilt  of  murder. 
It  was  not  sufficiently  remembered  that  the  leaders  in  all  groundlesa 
and  criminal  insurrections,  those  who  are  fully  aware  of  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  guilt  to  be  incurred,  are  too  apt  to  be  absent 
in  Vie  hour  of  execution  of  their  criminal  plans,  and  leare  the  liability 
to  punishment  upon  their  less  guilty  dupes. 

The  examinations  before  the  coroner's  jury,  and  before  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  county*  proved  to  the  public  prosecutors,  and  to  the 
court,  that  the  principal  leaders  in  this  insurrection,  to  a  rerj  great 
extent,  had  observed  the  cautions  so  common  to  men  occupying  similar 
positions,  and  had  kept  themselves  from  the  scene  of  this  murder,  or 
made  good  their  escape  beyond  the  reach  of  process.  These  legal  and 
judicial  officers  were  well  aware  that  all  present,  disguised  and  armed, 
and  engaged  in  resisting  the  sheriff,  were  legally  guilty  of  the  murder; 
but  they  were  as  well  aware  that  nearly  the  whole  number  of  those 
indicted  for  the  murder  were  so  present,  and  conse€|uently  legally* 
guilty  of  the  crime  ;  and  that  the  conviction  and  execution  of  any  suco 
number,  was  out  of  the  question. 

It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  they  should  have  studied  the  facte 
developed  upon  these  two  preliminary  examinations,  with  the  utmost 
care  and  the  closest  scrutiny,  that  tbey  might  detcirmine  who,  amongf 
the  persons  indicted  and  in  custody,  and  unquestionably  legally  gailty, 
were  the  most  guilty  in  fact,  and  in  the  light  of  a  sound  mond  judg- 
ment. It  was  equally  natural,  that  the  question,  who  among  the 
prisoners  actually  fired  his  gun  upon  the  murdered  man,  should  have 
Deen  a  leading  and  anxious  inquiry. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  either,  that  the  testimony  of  the  sheriff  and 
all  ihdse  who  were  present  with  him,  taken  upon  the  preliminary  exa- 
minations, had  shown  that  the  disguises  were  too  perfect  for  their 
scrutiny ;  that  they  could  identify  no  one  of  the  many  persons  who 
fired  upon  the  horses  and  men,  in  their  full  view  and  withm  a  few  feet 
of  their  persons  ;  and  that  the  testimony  which  had  been  obtained,  by 
way  of  pergonal  identificatioii,  and  which  could  be  developed  upon 
the  trials  upon  which  they  were  to  enter,  must  be  drawn  from  unwil- 
ling witnessess,  parties  to  the  felony  and  the  murder,  and  men  whose 
every  feeling  and  interest  and  prejudice  must  be  with  the  defend- 
ants. 

The  examinations  and  inquiries  of  the  prosecuting  counsel  induced 
the  belief  in  their  minds,  that  Van  Steenburgh  and  O'Conrier,  were 
among  the  number  of  persons  who  fired  their  guns  at  Uie  time  of  the 
murder;  and  they  were  led  to  expect,  from  what  they  could  gather 
from  the  sources  of  information  above  alluded  to,  that  they  should  be 
able  to  adduce  evidence  upon  the  trials,  sufficient  to  establish  the 
same  belief  in  the  minds  of  the  jury.  As  to  no  other  x)f  the  persona 
in  custody  could  they  collect  information,  which  authorised  them  to  be-^ 
lieve  that  the  individual  was  one  of  those  who  fired^  much  less  to 
hope  that  they  could  bring  before  a  jury,  evidence  to  establish  that 
fact. 


No.  8.1  61 

Hence,  the  trial  of  Van  Sieenburgh  and  O'Conner  for  this  murder, 
while  from  others  known  to  hare  been  present,  armed  and  disguised, 
and  participators  in  the  resistance  to  the  sheriff,  pleas  of  guilt  for 
ttaoslaughtfer  ih  the  different  degreed  Were  accepted. 

Circumstances  developed  in  the  testimony,  in  Van  Steenburgh's 
ctse,  gireh  on  the  part  of  the  prosectition,  favored  very  much  the  be- 
fief  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  fired  \  but  the  cross-examinations, 
and  the  testimony  for  the  defence,  presented  facts  which  may  explain 
these  drcumstances  ;  and,  together  with  the  fact  that  he  is  not  shown 
by  the  testimony,  at  any  time^  to  have  made  expressions  approving  of 
or  justifying  the  murder,  necessarily  shake  this  belief,  and  leave  that 
point  in  doubt. 

His  conviction,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  rest  upon  the  broad 
ground  of  his  being  present,  armed  and  disguised,  and  engaged  in  tb^ 
commission  of  the  felony,  and  therefore  guilty  of  the  murder,  under 
the  dd  subdivision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  Kevised  Statutes,  before 
referred  to.  If  this  be  so,  he  stood  upon  a  par  with  all  thos^  indicted 
and  in  custody  who  tvere  present,  armed  and  disguised  at  ^at  sale  ; 
and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  more  reason  for  visiting  upon  him 
the  extreme  severity  of  punishment,  than  upon  aAy  one  of  the  others, 
who  were  permitted  to  plead  to  minor  offences,  and  to  receive  lighter 
punishment. 

Are  there  reasons,  which  should  have  distinguished  him  favorably 
from  some  of  those  upon  whom  the  punishment  of  imprisonment  only 
has  been  inflicted  ?  He  is  represented  to  me  as  a  young  man,  only 
about  twenty*two  years  pf  age ;  almost  without  education,  scarcely 
able  to  read  and  not  able  to  write  at  all  ;  in  force  and  activity  of  in-i 
teHect  below  mediocrity ;  entirely  poor  and  destitute  of  real  or  per-* 
sonal  estate  of  any  description,  beyond  his  very  moderate  wearing  ap- 
Murel ;  and  obtaining  his  living  by  working  for  wages  by  the  month. 
These  representations,  as  to  this  defendant,  come  to  me  from  sources 
which  I  am  bound  to  credit,  ai^d  they  place  him  in  a  position  in  life, 
and  in  society,  where  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  he  can  have  ex* 
erted  any  material  influence,  beyond  his  single  personal  co-operation^ 
to  originate  this  insurrection,  or  to  give  it  direction  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, force  the  conviction  upon  the  mind,  that  he  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  a  superior  influence,  and  the  instrument  of  a  superior  intellect. 

Had  the  facts  in  this  case  been  known  to  the  prosecuting  counsel 
exactly  as  they  appear  upon  the  judges*  report  of  the  testimony,  and 
had  his  standing  and  character  been  displayed  to  them  in  the  manner 
they  are  represented  to  me,  as  I  have  repeated,  I  entertain  no  doubt 
that  he  would  have  been  permitted  to  enter  his  plea  to  the  charge  of 
manslaughter,  without  a  remonstrance,  and  that  some  more  command- 
inff  culprit  would  have  been  selected  for  trial  for  the  murder.  The 
bdief  tiiat  he  was  one  who  actually  fired,  it  appears  plain  to  me,  put 
him  upon  his  fatal  trials  as  fatal  it  must  bci  for  all  in  like  condition 
were  legally  guilty. 

The  jurors,  in  this  case,  have  addressed  to  me  an  application  in  re 
ference  to  this  defendatlt,  in  the  following  Words : 
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To  His  Excellency,  Silas  Wright, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New-York: 
The  midenigned,  memben  of  the  jury  on  the  trial  of  Tohn  Van  Steen- 
burgh,  convicted  as  one  of  the  murderers  of  Osman  N.  Steele,  late  under- 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Delaware,  do  most  respectfully  recommend  him  as  a 
fit  subject  for  the  exercise  of  your  clemency;  that  they  do  not  believe  him  to 
have  been  a  ring  leader  on  that  occasion,  and  would  most  humbly  beseech 
your  Excellency  to  commute  his  punishment     Dated  October  1,  1845. 

This  paper  bears  the  signatures  of  the  twelve  jarors,  and  came  to 
me,  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  Peter  P.  Wright,  Esq.,  the  gentleman 
who  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  landlord  at  the  sale,  and  who  was  one 
of  the  roost  material  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  upon  this  trial. 
Mr.  Wright  states  that  the  paper  was  drawn  up  by  him,  at  the  request 
of  the  jury,  immediately  at  the  close  of  the  trial,  was  signed  by  them, 
and  returned  to  him,  with  the  request  that  he  would  make  such  use  of 
it  as  should  be  thought  expedient. 

Another  paper  has  been  handed  to  me,  dated  October  1 1 ,  signed  by 
eight  of  these  same  jurors,  much  more  full  and  detailed  in  its  lan«» 

Oe,  distinctly  declaring  that  the  jury  did  not  believe  that  the  de- 
mt  was  one  of  those  who  fired  their  guns,  and  that  they  rested 
their  verdict  upon  the  express  ffround  of  the  law  as  given  to  them  by 
the  judge  in  his  charge,  that  ail  those  who  were  present  at  the  sale, 
armed  and  disguised,  were  engaged  in  the  perpetration  of  a  felony, 
and  therefore  were  guilty  of  the  murder,  wheiner  they  designed  to 
kill  any  person  or  not.  This  paper,  it  is  said,  was  circulated,  and  the 
signatures  of  the  eiffht  jurors  obtained,  before  it  was  known  to  those 
circulating  it,  that  the  Whole  jury  had  signed  the  petition  left  with  Mr. 
Wright ;  and  that,  after  that  knowledge  was  obtained,  no  effort  was 
made  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  the  four  remaining  members  of  the 

jury. 

The  testimony,  in  the  case  of  O'Connor,  appears  to  me  to  be  much 
stronger,  and  to  develop  facts  and  circumstances  going  much  farther 
to  show,  if  not  «t  pre-existing  murderous  desim  in  his  heart,  at  least 
a  contentment  with,  and  approbation  of,  that  fatal  result,  after  it  had 
been  produced,  than  that  in  the  case  of  Y&n  Steenbnrgh. 

There  are  portions  of  the  testimony  susceptible  of  a  very  unfavora- 
ble construction  towards  this  defendant,  and  especially  in  reference  to 
his  extraordinary  precautions  against  being  known,  and  his  feelings, 
subsequent  to  the  crime,  in  relation  to  the  deed.  Still  I  am  aware 
that  those  who  listen  to  testimony  as  it  is  given,  and  see  the  manner 
of  the  witnesses,  are  much  the  safest  judges  of  the  weight  to  be  given 
to  their  evidence,  and  of  the  inferences  to  be  justly  drawn  from  the 
facts  they  relate.  In  this  case  also  the  jury  have  spoken,  beyond 
their  veraict  given  in  court,  and  have  limited  most  materially  the  range 
of  construction  and  inference,  which  might  otherwise  be  opened  by 
the  reading  of  the  judges  report.  Eleven  of  the  jmrors  have  caused 
to  be  laid  before  me  a  statement,  over  their  signatures,  in  the  follow- 
ing  wosds : 
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DELAWARE  OtER  AND  TERMINER 

Edward  O*  Connor, 
ads. 
The  Peopla 
To  ike  GaoemoT  of  the  StaU  of -New-York :   ' 

We,  the  undersigned,  the  jurors  in  this  case,  respectfully  represeni  that  the 
aboFe  named  Edward  O'Connor  was  convicted  of  murder  by  our  verdict,  on 
this  1 1th  day  of  October,  1845,  at  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  now  set- 
ting' in  and  for  the  county  of  I>elaware.  He  was  charged  with  being  one  of 
the  armed  and  disguised  men  present  at  the  shooting  of  Osman  P^  Steele, 
late  under-sheriff  of  the  said  county,  on  the  7th  day  of  August  last  The 
proof  was  clear  and  positive  that  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  shot  At  the 
time  of  the  firing  he  was  some  three  rods  distant,  and  immediately  quit  die 
grocrnd  and  retired  back  with  others  several  rods,  and,  after  a  delay  of  some 
twenty  minutes,  started  in  company  with  them  for  home.  The  court  charged 
Che  inry  that  all  the  armed  ana  disguised  persons,  numbering  some  two  hun- 
dred and  forty,  who  were  on  the  ground,  engaged  in  the  riot^  were  guiky  of 
a  felony,  and  therefore  guilty  of  murder,  and  upon  that  charge  we  found  the 
prisoner  guilty.  There  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  he  anticipated,  encouraged,  or  approbated  the  firing,  or  killing  of  Steele, 
or  any  <Hie  else,  or  the  horses.  We  believe  he  had  no  murderous  intention. 
Hia  character  from  his  youth  up,  with  the  exception  of  his  participation  in 
the  afiair  of  the  7th  of  August,  and  occasionally  having  disguised  before  the 
law  against  disguising,  passed  the  28th  January  last,  was  proven  to  have  been 
good.  He  is  about  25  years  of  age.  The  evidence  that  he  was  among  the 
oi^uised  persons,  on  the  7th  of  August,  was  not  positiva  Under  all  the  cir- 
cnmstances  of  this  case,  we  believe  that  public  justice  would  be  better  satisfied 
by  a  commutation  of  his  punishment  to  imprisonment  in  the  State  prison,  and 
we  hereby  earnestly  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  Interfere  and  save  this 
man  from  the  awful  doom  of  death. 

Accompanying  this  statement  from  the  eleven  jurors  was  a  letter 
from  the  twelfth,  in  these  words  : 

His  Excellency,  Silas  Wright, 

Gowrwn  of  Hit  State^of  Neto^York : 
Sir :  Being  <»lled  upon  by  the  friends  of  Edwaid  OConnor,  recently  cen- 
▼icted  of  murder,  at  a  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  held  by  his  Honor  Ju<kfe 
Parker,  at  Ddhi,  Delaware  county,  to  sign  a  petition  to  your  Excellency  for 
a  commutation  of  his  punishment  m  the  State  prison  for  life,  and  being  a  juror 
in  said  court  and  trial,  I  did  not  think  ])roper,  on  account  of  som^nff  set 
forth  in  said  petition,  to  sign  it  with  a  majority  of  my  fellow-jurors;  and  be- 
ing willing  and  desirous  that  a  commutation  oi  punishment  in  the  State  prison 
for  life  might  be  extended  to  him,  I  do  cheerfully  ask  for  the  same,  if  con- 
sistent with  your  Excellency's  views  and  prerogatives. 

This  strong  appeal  of  the  jury,  immediately  upon  the  pronunciation 
of  their  verdict  of  guilty  against  this  defenaant,  coupled  with  their 
distinct  and  unequivocal  interpretation  of  the  testimony  in  the  case, 
upon  all  the  material  points,  puts  at  rest  any  hope  the  public  prose- 
cutors may  have  entertained  of  satisfying  the  jury  that  O  Conn<Nr  fired 
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upon  the  murdered  man.  The  statement  is  equally  conclusiTe  as  to 
the  opinion  of  the  jury  that  do  murderous  intention  goremed  O'Connor 
upon  that  occasion. 

This  statement,  it  is  true,  is  signed  by  eleven  only  of  the  jurors, 
but  as  the  twelfth  concurs  fully  with  the  eleven  in  their  recommenda- 
tion of  the  commutation  of  the  sentence,  though  without  pointing  out 
wherein  he  dissents  from  the  paper  signed  by  the  eleven,  it  is  fair  to 
infer  that  he  adopts  such  constructions  of  the  evidence  upon  the  ma« 
terial  points  as  are  essential  to  the  conclusion  in  which  all  unite. 

I  feel  constrained  to  state  thiit,  but  for  this  strong  communication 
from  the  jurors,  T  could  not  have  put  so  favorable  a  construction  upon 
the  evidence  in  this  case,  as  this  statement  compels  me  to  give  to  it ; 
and  it  would  not  have  been  without  serious  difficulty  that  I  should 
have  discovered  an  authority  to  interfere  and  arrest  the  execution  of 
this  sentence. 

How  far  I  may  be  right  in  permitting  this  statement  of  the  jurors, 
made  without  oath,  so  materially  to  modify  the  influence  upon  my  ac« 
tion  of  their  verdict  upon  oath,  has  been  a  serious  question  with  me, 
and  may  be  with  others ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  convince  myself 
that  I  have  the  right  to  deny  to  the  statement  full  authority,  as  truly 
expressing  the  beliefs  and  disbeliefs  of  the  jurors  who  have  signed  it, 
upon  certain  points  of  the  testimony  particularly  stated  ;  and  yielding 
so  much  to  it,  brings  this  conviction  upon  the  same  legal  ground,  upon 
which  my 'own  conclusions,  from  the  report  of  the  judge,  have  placed 
that  of  Van  Steenburgh. 

The  conduct  of  these  jurors,  in  the  jury  box,  being  as  they  were 
citizens  of  the  same  county,  and  entertaining,  of  course,  the  sympa^ 
thies  of  citizens  for  their  fellow-citizens  and  neighbors  ;  the  firmness 
with  which  they  pronounced  their  verdicts  upon  me  law  and  the  facts, 
regardless  of  consequences  to  themselves  or  others,  has  given  to  their 
subsequent  statements,  in  both  of  these  oases,  a  greatly  increased 
weiffht,  in  my  mind. 

The  personal  standing,  and  claims  to  favor,  of  this  defendant  are 
very  different  from  those  of  Van  Steenburgh.  He  is  older  by  four 
years ;  has  a  fair  education ;  is  intelUffent,  shrewd  and  experienced 
beyond  the  average  of  young  men  of  nis  years  and  in  his  circum- 
stances and  condition  ol  life.  He  has  too,  held  leading  situations 
among  the  disguised  men,  and  was  elected  a  chief  Iht  a  small  band  of 
them,  whom  in  that  capacity  he  led  to  the  place  of  the  sale,  on  the 
verv  morning  of  the  murder.  Yet  it  does  not  appear  that  he  acted  as 
a  cnief  upon  the  ground,  nor  that  he  has  been  in  disguise,  previous  to 
this  occasion,  since  the  passage  of  the  law  making  it  a  crime  to  ap- 
pear disguised  and  armed. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  I  consider  his  case  placed,  by  the  statements 
of  the  jurors  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  I  have  copied,  upon 
the  same  legal  footing  with  that  of  Van  Steenburgh,  I  can  not  find 
enough  in  the  difference  between  the  personal  standing  and  influence 
of  this  defendant  and  that  of  Van  Steenburgh,  to  authorize  me  to  insist 
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npoR  tbe  ezecmion  of  this  tontanoe,  if  I  intarfore  to  arrest  the  exaeil* 
tion  of  the  other. 

Conaidering  the  two  caaea  again  together,  therefore,  and  as  atandiiig 
upon  the  same  footing  for  the  pfurpoae  of  my 'action,  I  am  bound  to 
assume  that  these  defendants  are  not  among  those  who  fired  upon  the 
lamented  Steele,  and  that  their  guilt  consists  in  their  being  present^ 
armed  and  disguised  resisting  the  sheriff,  which  made  them  parties  to 
the  commission  of  the  felony,  and  in  that  way  legally  guilty  of  tha 
murder. 

There  are  those  who  did  fire,  who  did  actually  commit  that  cruel 
murder ;  and  there  ate  those  who  did  lead,  command  and  control  that 
flamnt  proceeding. 

It  is  because  these  defendants  are  not  prored  to  hare  borne  these 
relations  to  that  daring  crime,  that  the  juries  who  tried  them  so  stronglr 
urge  the  commutation  of  their  sentences.  And  it  is  upon  this  grouno, 
as  uniformly  expressed,  that  so  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  urge 
the  same  interposition.  Upon,  this  point  there  has  been  a  harmony  and 
a  strength  of  expression,  Tery  seldom  witnessed  upon  a  similar  ques* 
tion.  The  feeling  seems  to  be  almost  universal,  toat  while  so  many 
were  guilty  of  the  actual  killing  of  the  lamented  Steele,  and  so  many 
more  were  principals  in  urging  on,  commanding  and  directing  those 
who  were  so  guilty,  a  punishment  in  the  State  Prison  for  life  is  a 
sufficient  degree  of  severity  to  be  exercised  towards  those,  who  stand 
in  the  second  degree  of  moral  guilt,  as  only  parties  to  the  felony  which 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  miLrder. 

In  speaking  of  the  public  expression,  I  refer  m<Mre  especially  to  that, 
proceeding  from  the  cdunties  removed  from  the  excitements  which 
nave  brought  about  this  insurrection ;  and  firom  citizens  of  the  highest 
standing  and  respectability ;  all  of  whom  have  a  deep  stake  in  the 
preservation  of  public  oroer,  and  many  of  whom  were  directly  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  very  controversies  which  have  led  to  these 
crimes.  That  a  strong  feeling  of  sympathy  for  these  defendants  should 
have  prevailed  in  the  counties  pervaded  by  these  excitements,  and  a 
strong  expression  in  their  favor  should  have  come  from  them,  were 
results  to  be  anticipated  ;  but  that,  from  the  counties  where  there  has 
been  but  one  opinion  and  one  voice  in  relation  to  these  disturbances ; 
where  all  resistance  to  tbe  law  has  been  viewed  with  unqualified  dis* 
favor ;  and  where  this  murder  has  been  universally  looked  upon  as 
the  most  aggravated  offence  in  our  whole  calendar  of  crime,  a  united 
Toice  in  favor  of  die  commutation  of  the  sentences  of  these  defendants 
should  be  expressed,  was  not  so  naturally  to  have  been  expected.  Yet 
such  has  been  the  fact  in  numerous  instances ;  and  it  proves  most 
deariy  to  me  that,  while  the  published  reports  of  these  proceedings, 
and  especially  of  these  trials,  have  been  anxioualv  scrutinized,  and 
while  tne  disposition  and  determination  to  sustain  the  law  and  punish 
crime  are  In  no  degree  yielded,  there  is  a  jealous  care  that  no  ap» 
pearance  of  undiie  or  unjust  severity  in  executing  4he  law  riiall  afford 
a  cloak  or  apology  for  future  violations. 

Thirteen  persons  are  already  undergoing  their  pumshmeat  in  the 

[Assembly,  No.  9.1  9 


06  [AtSBMBLT 

State  Prison  for  this  crimOi  four  under  sentenees  for  life,  and  nine  for 
terms  varying  from  seyen  to  ten  years.  In  classification^  these  defen- 
dants are  supposed  to  stand  with  the  thirteen,  and  it  seems  to  be  con- 
sidered that  their  punishments  should  be  assimilated  to  the  most  guilty 
of  their  class,  and  the  extreme  punishment  of  the  law  be  resenred  for 
those  whose  moral  as  well  as  legal  f[uilt  is  without  mitigation.  This 
course,  it  is  confidently  asserted,  wiU  best  promote  the  cause  of  law 
and  order,  because  it  will  avoid  all  pretext  for  a  complaint  that  ine* 
quali^,  or  injustice,  has  characterized  ihe  execution  of  the  law. 

If  I  had  not  found  the  statements  of  the  jurors  in  these  cases,  and 
especially  in  the  case  of  O'Connor,  controlling  upon  my  action  in  this 
matter,  these  wide  spread  and  strong  expressions  of  a  sound  and  un- 
prejudiced public  opinion,  formed  from  a  careful  exaniination  of  the 
testimony  in  the  cases,  as  publicly  reported,  recommending  as  they 
do  the  same  commutations  of  the  punishments,  would  have  added 

Ct  weight  to  those  statements.  The  disposition,  apparent  upon  the 
of  these  expressions,  to  sustain  the  law,  with  the  least  practicable 
degree  of  rigor,  and  to  try  the  effect  of  lenity  rather  than  severity, 
wherever  there  is  a  ground  for  reasonable  question  as  the  effect  of  the 
one  or  the  other,  upon  the  disturbed  portion  of  the  public  mind,  is 
worthy  of  an  intelligent  and  patriotic  people,  and  should  have  weight 
with  tneir  agents  in  the  administration  of  the  laws. 

In  addition  to  these  reasons,  inclining  my  mind  towards  the  com- 
mutation of  these  sentences,  four  of  the  county  judges,  who  were 
members  of  the  Oyer  and  Terminer  at  the  time  of  the  trials  of  these 
defendants,  have,  with  a  feeling  honorable  to  their  characters  as  judges, 
communicated  to  me  the  fact  that  they  have  been  solicited  to  sign 
petitions  for  the  commutation  of  these  sentences,  and  have  declined  to 
00  so,  not  because  iheir  minds  were  made  up  in  favor  of  the  execution 
of  the  defendants,  but  because  they  did  not  consider  it  proper  or  ex* 
pedient  that  they  should  interfere  with,  the  sentences  of  the  court  in 
that  way.  ,  They  state  that  their  information,  as  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  respective  juries,  and  as  to  the  expressions  of  the  public 
judgment,  is  not  such  as  to  enable  them  to  form  conclusions  from  those 
evidences ;  and  that  their  impressions,  derived  from  the  trials,  would 
leave  them  in  great  doubt  what  advice  they  ought  to  give^  if  called 
npon  to  give  any ;  but  they  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ludvise  me  that, 
if  my  sense  of  public  duty,  from  all  the  facts  before  me,  shall  lead  me 
to  the  conclusion  to  commute  the  sentences,  they  shall  most  cheerfully 
concur  in  that  decision.  The  remaining  judge  was  absent  from  the 
State,  and  could  not  be  consulted. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say  that  the  evidences  before  me  do  not 
authorise  the  belief  that  all  disposition  to  resist  the  law  has  been  sur« 
rendered  ;  and  I  have  no  right  to  hope  that  there  are  not  those,  in  the 
excited  counties,  who  will  seek  to  make  the  commutation  of  these 
sentences  the  foundation  for  new  encouragement  to  their  deluded  fol- 
lowers, who  have  been  engaged  in  opposition  to  its  execution.  I  will 
hope  that  such  efforts  will  be  confined  to  tlie  few,  and  that  the  many, 
who  have  been  deceived  and  led  away  by  unprincipled  leaders  and 
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demagoffaes,  have  already  seen  enough  of  the  unmixed  eril  of  their 
nnlawfiu  course,  to  satisfy  them  that  neither  wealth,  nor  happiness, 
DOT  liberty,  nor  security  are  to  be  found  in  that  direction. 

If,  however,  this  reasonable  expectation  shall  be  disappointed.  anH 
the  commutation  of  these  sentences  shall  be  made  an  encouragement 
to  £irther  crimes,  the  public,  as  well  as  those  entrusted  with  the  exe* 
cation  of  the  laws,  will  be  consoled  by  the  reflection  that  lenient  means 
were  tried  and  spumed,  before  the  rule  of  extr^mest  severity  is  adopted 
as  the  only  alternative. 

I  have  been  urged  to  find  a  ground  for  commuting  these  sentences, 
in  the  consideration  that  the  offences  are  political,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  a  different  and  more  lenient  treatment  than  ordinary  offences  of 
MmOar  grades.  To  my  mind  this  consideration  presents  no  meliorated 
Mpect  of  this  murder.  If  I  could,  in  my  classification,  call  this  in* 
sttrrection,  commenced  and  prosecuted  to  resist  the  collection  of  ad« 
antted  debts,  a  rebellion,  or  attempt  at  revolution  of  the  State  govern* 
ment,  I  should  find,  I  feitr,  much  more  room  to  add  the  crime  of  treasoo 
to  the  catalogue  already  made  up,  than  to  discover  a  ground  for  in- 
dulgence in  its  political  character. 

The  other  considerations,  however,  which  I  have  presentad,  have 
induced  me,  not  without  much  hesitation,  to  conclude  that  the  com^ 
mutation  of  these  sentences  may  be  more  beneficial  to  the  cause  of 
law  and  order,  than  the  execution  of  the  defendants.  If  I  have  not 
mistaken  that  point,  my  public  duty  is  plain,  and  its  performance  in 
entire  accordance  with  the  personal  feehngs  which  must  prevail  with 
every  citizen.  But  for  a  firm  belief  in  its  imperious  necessity,  no  one 
would  desire  a  public  execution ;  and  when  there  appears  to  be  even 
an  equal  probability  that  a  mitigated  punishment  may  produce  equally 
salutary  results  upon  the  great  interests  of  society  involved,  a  trial  of 
the  lenient  course  Would  seem  to  me  to  be  alike  the  dictate  of  duty 
and  inclination. 

I  have,  therefore,  decided  to  commute  the  sentences  of  the  prisoners 
in  your  custody,  John  Van  Steenburgh  and  Edward  O'Conner,  from 
diat  of  death,  pronounced  by  the  Court,  to  that  of  imprisonment  in  the 
State  Prison,  during  the  terms  of  their  respective  natural  lives ;  and 
I  shall  send  you  herewith  the  necessary  papers  to  authorize  you  to 
tmnaport  them  to,  and  deliver  them  at  me  proper  prison. 

I  am,  very  resjpectfully, 

y  oar  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  SILAS  WRIGHT.  Governor  tf  the  SUtU  <^  New-York. 

B;^  ProclamatioD,  issued  on  the  27th  day  of  August  las t»  ia  con* 
fonnity  with  the  prorisions  of  the  19Ui  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  enforce  the  laws  and  presenre  order,"  passed  April  16y  1845, 
the  county  of  Delaware  was  declared  to  be  in  a  state  ot  insurrectioni 
according  to  the  provisions^  and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that  act. 

The  reasons  for  that  declaration,  and  the  OFidences  upon  which  they 
rested,  were  given  at  length  in  the  Proclamation. 

It  is  BOW  certified  to  me^  by  the  principal  civil  authoriues  of  the 
county,  the  same  upon  whose  application  1  am  reiiuired  by  the  law  to 
make  the  above  declaration^  that  they  hope  and  believe  the  insurreo* 
uon  recently  prevailing  in  that  county  is  elSectually  quelled.  This 
certificate  ik  the  sheriff,  district  attorney,  and  judges  of  the  county  is 
concurred  in  byvother  prominent  civil  officers  of  the  county,  by  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  State  troopa  in  service  there,  aixl  by  several 
distinffuished  citisens  of  Delaware ;  all  expressing  this  hope  and  be- 
lief^ mough  not  entirely  firee  from  i^prehensioB. 

Indulging  strongly  the  hope,  {>atriotically  ezpveseed  by  these  indi* 
viduals,  that  what  nas  tran^ired  in  that  county  will  satiaiy  all  that  the 
laws  must  and  will  be  executed ;  and  also  that  a  revocation  of  the 
proclamation,  declaring  the  county  in  a  stale  of  insurrection,  and  a 
withdrawal  of  the  miUtary  force  in  service  there,  may  tend  to  allay 
kritation,  and  to  restore  sober  reason  and  calm  reflection  to  the  udaoB 
of  the  excited  portion  of  that  pc^lation ;  I  cheerfully  avail  myself  of 
the  occasion  th«s  presented,  to  recall  a  dedamtion  made  under  a  sense 
of  imperious  public  duty,  to  withdraw  all  the  military  force  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State  from  the  county  of  Delaware ;  and  to  leave  that 
heretofore  peacefril  and  patriotic  county  again  to  the  natural  love  of 
order  of  its  inbabfcatit*,  and  to  the  fidelity  and  energy  of  its  own  civil 
authorities.  If  evil  influences  shall  hereafter  be  carefully  avoided, 
and  bad  counsels  firmly  resisted,  by  those  who  have  once  yielded  to 
dangerous  delusions,  insurrection  will  not  again  make  its  appearance 
in  this  county ;  and  time,  forbearance,  and  ffood  conduct,  will  soon 
wear  out  the  deforming  traces  of  that  which  has  terminated. 

In  the  earnest  hope  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of 
that  county  will  be  unitedly  and  unremittingly  exerted  to  secure  to 
themselves,  their  families,  and  their  cherished  county,  these  most  de- 
sirable results  : 
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I  do  hereby,  in  confonnity  with  the  proritioni  of  the  same  leelieB 
of  the  kw  which  directed  it,  leToke  my  TOrochmation  of  the  27th  day 
Off  August  hMtf  dedarinff  the  county  of  Delaware  to  be  in  a  state  of 
iBSurrectioD,  fr<»n  and  a^  Monday  the  22d  day  of  die  present  month, 
mud  declare  that  Ihe  same  shall  cease,  and  hare  no  force  or  effect, 
from  and  after  that  d^y. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  privy  seal  of  the 
State.    Witness  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  this 
f  L.  s.  ]    ^gteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five. 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 
^  the  Qovemor; 

HoAACB  Moody,  PrwaU  Secretary. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  7,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

Canal  Dbpakthent, 
Albany,  January  1,  1846. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATUIUET. 


} 


The  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  in  obedience  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  5th  Section,  Title  2,  Chap.  9,  of  the  First  Part  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  respectfully  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT. 

The  statement  annexed  and  marked  No.  1,  shows  the  sums  received 
and  paid  by  the  Commissioners  during  the  year,  and  the  balance  in 
their  hands  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending  Sept.  30th,  1845. 
The  results  of  this  statement  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 

aOthof  September,  1844, $3,202,846  46 

Received  during  the  year  ending  30th  Sept.  1845,.  •      3,209,045  63 

Total, 16,471,892  09 

Paid  during  the  same  period, 3,759,162  03 

Balance  on  hand,  30th  Sept.  1845^ 00,712,780  06 
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The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  is  accounted  for  as 
follows,  yiz : 

Amount  deposited  in  banks,  available,  (see  statement 

No.31,) J^l,345,062  14 

Amount  in  banks,  unavailable, • 306,728  46 

Due  from  the  city  of  Albany  for  a  loan, •  30,000  00 

Invested  in  Chenango  canal  stock,  • , •••.«••.  713,435  4  4 

do      in  canal  stock,   issued  under  Chap.  314, 

Laws  of  1844 145,000  00 

do      in  Bank  Fund  stock,  issued  under  Chap.  1 1 4, 

of  laws  of  1846, ^...«  170,448  02 

do      in  notes  of  broken  banks, . .  •  • 2,066  00 

Total, $2,712,730  06 


■^^^—^ 


Of  the  amount  thus  deposited  and  invested,  there  belongs  : 

To  the  SiiAing  Fund,  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  canal  debts  generally,  by  the  act.  Chap.  114, 

ofthe  Laws  of  1842 $1,712,687  13 

To  the  fund  set  apart  to  pay  Erie  and  Champlain 

canal  debt, 548,659  45 

To  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  fund, 41 1, 120  50 

''      Erie  canal  enlargement,  . . .  •  • ]  0,568  72 

*'       Cayuga  &  Seneca  canal, 1 ,624  24 

"      Chemung    canal, 2,722  43 

*'      Chenango      do    «. ;.«•.  2,912  92 

"      BlackRiverdo    2,580  34 

*'      Genesee  Valley  canal,  •  •  • . , , .  2,685  95 

*^      Oneida  River  improvement,  ,  •  •  • •  •  •  3,748  5fi 

**      amount  for  materials  surrendered  by  contrac- 

tors  and  used  for  repair  of  canals,  •  • 13,419  80 

Total, $2,712,730  06 


^ 


REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  FISCAL  YEAR. 

The  following  statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  during  the 
year,  is  made  in  pursuance  ofthe  11th  section  of  the  act  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  paying  the  debt  and  preserving  the  credit  of  the 
State,''  passed  March  29th,  1842  : 
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Retsnite  of  tJie  State  Canals,  from  all  sources  annual  in  their  nature. 

Tolls, $2,374,874  03 

Rent  of  surplus  water • 1,625  87 

Interest  on  current  canal  revenue ^ 41,270  67 

$2,417,670  67 
Expenditures  on  and  for  all  State  Canals,  and 
charges  caused  by  or  growing  out  of  them. 

For  interest  on  debt,  not  including  original  Erie  and 
Champlain  canal  debt, $1,057,474  10 

Amount  of  appropriation  to  the  Gene- 
ral fund  for  support  of  government, 
per  sec.  5  of  chap.  238,  laws  of  1 84 J ,    200,000  00 

To  the  superintendents  of  repairs  of 

c^anals, 626,001  30 

To  the  Canal  Commissioners,  for  re- 
pairs and  improvements  of  canals, 
including  their  salaries, 103,965  01 

To  collectors  of  tolls,  for  their  pay  and 

the  expenses  of  their  offices,    42,438  09 

To  weigh-masters, 4,985  60 

To  the  proprietors  of  Albany  basin^  . .        4,822  46 

For  tolls  refunded, k4..»..         2,061  34 

For  printing,  .» » 3,426  00 

For  expenses  of  transfer  office  at  Man- 
hattan Company,  $1,260  00 

For  salary  of  W.  S.  Coe,  agent,  760  00 

2,000  00 

For  salary  of  chief  clerk,  and  compen- 
sation of  clerks  in  canal  department,        4,361  1 1 

For  miscellaneous  payments,  •  •  • 9,044  63 

1,960,678  64 

Surplus, $467,091  93 

This  statement  shows  a  surplus,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
canal  debt,  of  $457,091 .93,  being  $114,186.68  less  llian  the  surplus 
of  the  preceding  year.  There  is  included  in  the  preceding  statement 
an  appropriation  of  $200,000,  made  to  the  General  Fund  from  the 
Ganal  Fund,  by  the  act  chapter  238  of  the  laws  of  1841,  because  the 
11th  section  of  chapter  114  of  the  laws  of  1842  specifies  thia  iton  as 
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one  to  be  embraced  in  the  statement  required  to  be  prepared  annually. 
The  sum  of  $200,000  referred  to,  has  not  been  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
but  has  been  retained  by  the  Commissioners  to  pay  the  debts  for  which 
the  canal  surplus  is  specially  pledged,  as  explained  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  report. 

SINKING  FUND  No.  I. 

[Established  by  §12,  Chap.  1 14,  Laws  of  1842.] 

The  12th  section  of  the  act  of  1842,  after  declaring  that  the  tax 
mposed  by  this  act  is  pledged  to  the  public  creditors,  says  :  *^  And 
the  surplus  of  the  canal  revenue,  after  paying  all  just  canal  current 
expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  canal  debt,  and  the  payment  afore- 
said to  the  General  Fund,  shall  to  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  one-third 
of  the  interest  of  the  canal  debt  remaining  unpaid,  be  sacredly  devoted 
and  applied  as  a  sinking  fund  to  the  redemption  of  the  canal  debt  now 
existing  and  authorized  by  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  diverted  from  that 
object  to  any  other  purpose  whatever." 

The  committee  which  reported  the  law  containing  this  pledge,  in«> 
tended  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  State  liabilities  and  provide  the  ne- 
cessary means  to  pay  all  arrearages  to  conuractors  and  others ;  and 
after  doing  this,  to  create  a  sinking  fund  which  should  redeem  the  en- 
tire debt  thus  aggregated.  And  to  effect  this  object,  it  was  provided, 
that  "  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  one-third  of  the  interest  of  the 
canal  dehV^  then  existing  and  authorised  by  the  act  of  1 842,  should 
be  annually  set  apart  from  the  surplus  canal  revenues  as  a  sinking 
fund  for  this  purpose. 

The  amount  of  Canal  debt  existing  in  February,  1842,'wiih  the 
addition  of  the  sums  borrowed  under  chapter  1 14  of  1842,  and  chap* 
ters  48  and  240,  of  the  laws  of  1 843,  make  a  total  of  $20,7 1 0,335 .  22. 

Tlie  amount  of  interest  on  this  debt  could  not  bo  ascertained  with 
precision,  until  the  whole  sum  necessary  to  pay  arrearages  was  as- 
certained, for  the  reason  that  the  rate  of  interest  was  controlled  by 
the  condition  of  the  money  market  at  the  times  the  various  loans  were 
effected.  When  the  loans  undeir  the  acts  of  1842  and  1843,  were 
completed,  and  the  rate  of  interest  on  those  loans  settled,  it  was  as- 
certained that  the  annual  interest  on  the  whole  debt  before  referred  to, 
anxHUited  to  $1,127|728. 16.    One  third  of  this  sum  is  $876,909.88. 
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And  Ais  is  the  sum  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  12th  section  of  the  act 
of  1812,  to  be  annually  Set  apart  from  the  surplus  tolls,  and  devoted 
as  *'a  sinking  fund  to  the  redemption  of  the  canal  debt  now  existing 
and  authorized  by  this  act." 

To  redeem  the  canal  debt  within  the  period  ccmtemplated  by  the.act 
chapter  314,  of  the  laws  of  1844,  twenty-two  and  a  half  years,  it  is 
required  not  only  to  have  a  fixed  sum  set  apart  annually,  at  least  equal 
to  one-third  of  the  interest  of  the  debt,  but  it  i$  necessary  to  have  a 
sum  in  addition,  equal  to  the  interest  at  6  per  cent  on  the  fixed  sum, 
made  equally  certain  and  compounded  annually.  If  this  cannot  be 
effected  by  prompt  investments  of  the  capital  of  the  sinking  fund,  the 
difference  between  the  interest  at  6  per  cent  on  the  fixed  sum,  and  the 
amount  of  interest  realized  from  investments  of  the  capital,  must  be 
made  good  each  year,  from  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canals.  The 
accumulations  of  the  sinking  fund  since  1 842,  have  been  invested,  as 
far  as  practicable,  in  the  5  per  cent  stocks,  redeemable  after  1845. 
But  the  earnings  of  the  fund,  from  these  investments,  are  considerably 
less  than  the  6  per  cent  required  by  the  law  'establishing  the  sinking 
fund. 

A  table  has  been  constructed,  showing  the  operation  of  the  sinking 
fund  on  the  basis  referred  to,  which  is  given  below.  The  first  column 
shows  the  fixed  sum  for  each  year,  being  an  amount  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  interest  on  the  canal  debt ;  the  2d  column  shows  the 
amount  of  interest  at  6  per  cent,  compounded  each  year ;  the  3d 
column  gives  the  total  of  Nos.  1  and  2,  being  the  sum  required  for  the 
sinking  fund  in  each  year ;  and  the  4th  column  shows  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  on  the  30th  of  Sept.  of  each  year,  in- 
cluding all  accumulations  of  previous  years. 
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Year. 


1 
S 

s 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
13 
18 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
Ul 
22 
894 


Th 


842 
843 

844 
845 
84f) 
847 
848 
849 


Contribation,  or 
fixed  sum  each 
yfear. 


376 
376 
376 
375 
376 
376 
^76 
375 


8601375 


861 
862 
868 
864 
866 
856 
867 
858 
869 


376 
876 
376 
376 
376 
375 
375 
375 
376 


860  375 

861  j  375 
862' 376 
863  376 
664  [376 
8651375 


,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 
,909 


38 
38 
38 
38 
38 


Int.  eoropottnded 
each  year  on 
cozLtributions. 


8am  regiiired  each 
year  for  Sinking 
Fund. 


22,664 
46,462 
71,804 
98,667 


38!127,I42 
38  167,326 
38  189,319 
38  223,233 
38  259,181 
38  297,287 
38  337,678 
38  380,494 
38  426,878 
38  473,986 
S8'524,979 
38;679,032 
38  636,329 
38  697,063 
38  761,441 
88  829,682 
38  902,018 
38  978,694 
38  629,986 


66 

40 

70 

66 

171 

36 

34 

06 

60 

06 


896 
422 

447 
474 
603 
683 
666 
699 
636 
678 


86      713 


16 
36 
62 
32 
64 
17 
48 


766 
801 
849 
900 
964 
1,012 
48  1 ,072 
86  1,137 
92  1,206 
46  1 ,277 
13  1,864 
17      906 


,463  94 
,371  78 
,714  08 
,676  93 
,061  66 
4  234  63 
,228  72 
,142  44 
,090  98 
,196  44 
,688  23 
,403  53 
,787  74 
,896  00 
,888  70 
,942  02 
,238  66 
,972  86 
,361  23 
,592  30 
,927  84 
,603  61 
,894  56 


Sinking  Fund  30Ui 
Sept.  each  year. 


$376,909  38 

774.373  32 

1,196,746  10 

1,644,469  10 

2,119,036  11 

2,622,087  66 

3,166,322  89 

3,720,661  01 

4,319,698  45 

4,954,784  48 

6,627,980  87 

6,341,569  10 

7,097,972  63 

7,899,760  37 

8,749,655  37 

9,650,544  07 

10,606,486  09 

11,617,724  64 

12,690,697  60 

13,828,048  73 

16,033,641  08 

16,311,566  87 

17,666,172  38 

18,672,066  93 


8  table  shows  a  less  amount  of  debt  to  be  redeemed  than  the 


sum  on  which  the  interest  is  computed.  The  terms  of  the  12th  sec- 
tion of  the  law  of  1 842,  embrace  the  whole  debt  as  the  amount  on 
which  the  interest  is  to  be  computed,  in  getting  the  fixed  sum  for  the 
sinking  fund ;  but  means  were  on  hand  for  the  payment  of  so  much 
of  this  sum  as  was  made  tip  of  the  old  Erie  and  Champlain  canal 
debt.    Taking  then  the  amount  of  debt  on  which  the  interest  was 

computed,  as  before  given, $20,710,835  22 

Deduct  amount  of  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt 
providedfor, * 2,010,679  99 


Deduct  also  stock  surrendered  and  cancelled  under 
chapters  183  and  308  of  the  laws  of  1842 


$18,699,656  28 
21,000  00 


And  it  leaves  to  be  paid  by  the  Sinking  Fund  under 

actofl842, $18,678,665  23 
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If  the  law  of  1843  had  not  specifically  directed  the  mode  of  getting 
at  the  fixed  sum,  the  process  of  paying  the  debt  unprovided  for,  in 
22^  years,  ipight  have  been  presented  in  a  form  more  simple  and  ex- 
act, by  taking  an  amount  equal  to  the  interest  at  6  per  cent  on  the 
principal  of  the  debt  to  be  provided  for,  and  making  this  the  fixed 
nun  to  be  set  apart  each  year,  and  adding  interest  at  6  per  cent,  as  is 
done  in  the  preceding  table. 

The  sum  required  for  the  Sinking  Fund  in  each  year,  and  the 
aqiQunt  actually  realized  from  the  surplus  of  the  canal  revenues  for 
th^  four  years  ending  30th  Sept.  1845,  are  shown  below,  viz : 

Required  for  Sinking  Fund.  Actual  Surplus. 

1842,  dOth  Sept.   ^75,909  38      $68,504  61 

1843,  do      375,909  38       255,762  09 

1844,  do      875,909  38       571,277  61 

1845,  do      375,909  38       457,091  93 


f^ 


$1,503,637  52  $1,352,636  14 


This  shows  a  deficit  in  the  contributions  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  ex* 
clutiTe  of  interest,  to  make  up  a  sum  at  least  equal  to  one-third  of 
the  interest  on  the  debt,  in  the  first  four  years,  of  (151,001 .38. 

One  half  of  the  mill  tax  for  the  year  1843,  amounting  to  $280,* 
563.58,  is  in  the  hands  of  the ' Commissioners,  and  is  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  canal  debt. 

If  the  first  column  in  the  foregoing  statement  was  increased  by  the 
addition  of  interest  at  6  per  cent,  and  there  was  added  to  the  second 
column  the  interest  on  so  much  of  it  as  has  actually  been  invested  in 
stopk  from  time  to  time,  the  result  would  show  a  still  more  serious 
deficit  in  the  product  of  the  Sinking  Fund  at  the  end  of  the  first  four 
years. 

SINKING  FUND  No.  2. 

[Established  by  H,  Chap.  314,  Laws  of  1844.] 

The  act  chapter  314,  of  the  laws  of  1844,  under  which  money  has 
been  borrowed  to  the  amount  of  $900,000,  to  pay  arrearages  to  contrac- 
tors, requires  a  tax  of  one-tenth  of  a  mill  on  the  dollar  of  Taluation  of 
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real  and  personal  estate,  to  be  collected  in  the  usual  mode»  and  held 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  exclusively  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  and  the  reimbursement  of  the  moneys  authorized  to 
be  borrowed  under  said  act. 

The  4th  section  of  this  act  declares,  that  ^'  the  surplus  of  canal 
revenues,  after  paying  all  just  curreiU  canal  expenses,  and  the  annual 
sum  of  $200,000  to  the  General  Fund  ;  and  after  providing  a  sinking 
fund  under  the  act,  passed  March  29,  1842,  sufficient  to  meet  the  in- 
terest on  the  canal  debt,  provided  for  in  that  act  as  it  accrues,  and  re- 
deem and  pay  the  principal  thereof,  in  twenty-two  years  and  a  half 
from  the  passage  of  the  last  said  act,  and  after  providing  any  sums 
which  may  be  necessary  to  make  up  deficits  in  such  last  mentioned 
sinking  fluid  for  previous  years,  shall,  in 'each  year,  be  reserved  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  and  kept  and  sacredly  devoted 
and  applied  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  an  amount  in  each  year  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  as  it  accrues,  and  to  purchase  in,  or  to  pay  off  within 
eighteen  years,  the  principal  of  the  loans  authorized  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act.  And  whenever  tlie  net  '-surplus  of  canal  revenues, 
exclusive  of  the  one  half  of  the  mill  tax,  appropriated  to  canal  pur- 
poses and  beyond  the  charges  thereon,  as  hereinbefore  specified,  shall 
contribute  to  the  sinking  fund  provided  by  this  act,  a  sum  sufficient,  if 
paid  each  year,  to  meet  the  interest  as  it  accrues,  and  redeem  the 
principal  of  the  loans  authorized  by  this  act,  with  any  arrearages  not 
contributed  by  the  tax  imposed  by  this  abt,  within  the  period  of  18 
years  above  limited  for  the  payment  thereof,  the  tax  authorized  by 
this  act  shall  cease." 

The  net  proceeds  of  a  tax  of  one-tenth  of  a  mill  for  the  year  1844, 
amount  to  $56,503.47.  This  id  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  for  a 
year  on  the  loan  of  $900,000  at  5  per  cent,  and  leave  a  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  $11,503.47,  which  is  to  be  held 
exclusively  for  the  payment  of  the  money  borrowed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  1844,  before  referred  to. 

This  tax  of  one  tenth  of  a  mill  must  ccmtinue  until  the  surplus  re- 
venues  of  the  canals,  beyond  the  amount',  necessary  to  pay  the  inte- 
rest on  the  debt  and  the  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  the  canals, 
furnish  contributions  to  the  sinking  fund  provided  by  Chap.  114  of  the 
laws  of  1842,  sufficient,  if  received  each  year,  to  pay  the  debt  therein 
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referred  to  in  22^  years,  and  alto  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  of  $900,- 
OOO  created  under  the  act  of  1644,  in  eighteen  years. 

It  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  that  a  fixed  mm  of  $26,658  Y6, 
with  interest  at  6  per  cent,  compounded  annually,  will  pay  the  debt  cff 
$900^000  in  18  years  from  the  date  of  setting  apart  the  first  named 
earn.  The  surplus  of  the  tax  be^nd  the  sum  required  for  interest, 
about  $11,500  annually,  may.  be  invested  while  it  ccmtinues,  and  to 
this  extent,  will  lessen  the  founts  required  for  the  sinking  fund  as 
giyen  in  the  3d  colunm  of  the  table. 


Year. 


1 

9 
3 
4 
« 

e 

7 
8 
9 
10 
II 
19 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
IS 


1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1S48 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 


1 

Contribution 
Mushyear* 


Int.  compounded 
••oh  year  on 
contribution. 


$26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 

I  26,658  76 
26,658  76 

1  26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76| 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 
26,658  76 


1,599  53 

3,295  02 

5,092  25 

6,997  31 

9,016  67 

11^157  20 

13,426  16 

15,831  25 

18,380  65 

21 ,083  02 

23,947  52 

26,983  90 

30,202  46 

33,614  13 

37,230  51 

41,063  86 

45,127  22 

49,434  38 


Sum  xequired 
each  year  for 
Sinking  Fund. 


28,258 
29,953 
31,751 
33,656 
35,675 
87,815 
40,084 
42,490 
45,039 
47,741 
50,606 
53,642 
56,861 
60,272 
63,889 
67,722 
71,785 
76,093 


29 
78 
01 
07 
43 
96 
92 
01 
41 
78 
28 
66 
22 
89 
27 
62 
98 
14 


Sinking  Fund  30th 
Sept  aaeh  year. 


26,658  76 
54,917  05 
84^870  83 
116,621  84 
150,277  91 
185,953  34 
223,769  30 
263,854  22 
306,344  23 
351,383  64 
399,125  42 
449,731  70 
503,374  36 
560,235  58 
620,508  47 
684,397  74 
752,120  36 
823,906  34 
899,999  48 


CANAL  DEBT, 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Statement  No.  29,  shows  the  amount  of  debt  on  account  of  each 
canal,  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  stock  issued  in  each  case,  and  the 
limes  when  payable;    The  amount  of  debt  on  the  30th  September, 
1845,  was  as  foUows,  viz  : 
Erie  and  Champlain  canal  del)t,'  separate  from  the  stock  issued  for  the 

enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal : 

[Assembly,  No.  4.]  2 


f 


to  I 

OlddeU, fllliSM  M 

New  debt, M  1,474  M 

$452,840  06 

Erie dMi MlaqieBieBt,* »•• 9,Md,000  00 

Otfwegoeaml,  » «««« »«.«.%%.«•«  491,904  M 

Ce]niga  and  Semee  ooiiiY ».  2S7,000  00 

Clieiiiiingcaml»  ••««•«%% • M8,600  66 

€nwked  Lake  aaa],  #4 ...«•••• 120,000  00 

ChMMAgo  canal, •% ,«•..;•••« 2,420,000  00 

Black  River  canal, 1,544,000  00 

Genesee  Valley  ouial^    • , «••..  a,794,000  00 

Oneida  Lake  canal 50,000  00 

Inaprovevienl  of  tlie  Oneida  river,  •«••   .••»«•••••  69,276  13 

$19,690,020  77 


The  aimual  interest  on  this  debt  amounts  to  $1,066,693.30.  Con- 
nected ^ith  Statement  No.  29  is  a  table  showing  when  the  canai  debt 
is  payable,  and  the  amo«it  in  each  year ;  also  the  amooBts  bearing 
intextisf  at  5,  6  and  7  per  cent.,  with  the  sum  required  to  pay  the  an- 
nnal  interest  on  each  amount.  The  results  of  this  table  are  as  follow  : 

Anxmiit  of  prbeipiA.  lUte  of  uUreit.  Amraat  interest. 

114,449,737  23  at  5  per  cent.  $722,486  86 

1,481,782  00  at  6  per  cent.  •  88,906  92 

8,647,136  00  at  7  per  cent  255,299  52 

111,865  54  pays  no  interest. 


W^H 


$19,690,020  77  $1,066,698  80 


Payment  (fErie  and  Champlam  Canal  Debt 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  80th  September,  1844,  there  wa« 
outstanding  of  the  stocks  issued  for  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canals,  and  payable  on  the  first  of  July,  1845,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz  : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest, $1,085,082  28 

Do.  6  do.  295,008  12 

T6td  payable  in  1845, $1,380,090  85 

forwatd,  •  •  •  • 
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Tbeve  bts  ban  ndeesMl  tnd  eaneelled  of  this  iloek 
dttriiig  the  fiscal  year  ending  aOth  September  laat^  . 
theaamof 1,268,884  81 

Balance  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  •  •       $  1 1 1,205  9^ 


The  holders  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  stock  were  notified, 
in  the  month  of  June,  1844,  that  the  State  would  redeem  the  same  on 
the  first  of  July,  1845,  and  that  interest  would  cease  from  and  after 
that  day  :  consequently  no  interest  has  been  paid  since  July,  on  the 
canal  debt  of  1845.  The  amount  outstanding  at  this  time  (Dec.  81, 
1845),  does  pot  exceed  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars  ;  and  the  money 
for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  this  stock  as  it  is  presented,  is 
deposited  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  in  the  dty  of  New^Tork. 

Statements  No.  3  and  4  show  the  operations,  for  the  year,  of  the  fund 
eel  apart  for  the  payment  of  die  Erie  and  Ohamplaiii  caaal  debt. 
The  balance  of  this  fund  ea  hand  at  the  elose  of  the  flseal  year,  it 
•548,669*45.  Of  this  balance,  the  sum  of  $800,000  Wongs  to  tbf 
General  Fund,  having  been  withheld  ftom  the  appropriations  to  thai 
fund  for  1843  and  1844,  as  provided  in  the  second  section,  cbaplar 
240  of  the  laws  of  1843.  ) 


In  the  act  to  provide  for  paying  the  debl  and  preserving  the 
of  the  Slate,  passed  in  1842,  a  provision  was  inserted  (sub,  9  of  s^e. 
^),  anthmsing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  to  bonrow,  under 
the  guaranties  of  that  law,  a  sum  not  exceeding  t400,000,  to  replace 
to  the  fund  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal 
debt,  any  moneys  which  should  be  unavailable  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt,  in  consequence  of  the  insolvency  of  certain  banks  to  which  per* 
tions  of  the  said  fund  had  been  loaned.  The  great  increase  of  the 
sum  required  to  pay  arrearages  to  contractors,  beyond  the  amount 
ascertained  when  the  law  was  enacted,  soon  exhausted  the  sums 
authorised  to  be  borrowed  for  this  object  under  said  act ;  and  hence 
by  the  act,  chapter  240  <A  the  laws  of  1848,  $800,000  of  the  sum 
authorized  to  be  borrowed  to  replace  the  money  held  by  insohvnt 
banks,  was  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  foearages  to  contractors ; 
aiid  the  second  section  of  the  same  act  made  provision  for  giving  to 
the  pledged  fund  an  equivalent  out  of  the  sum  annually  appropriated 
to  the  Treasury  by  the  act,  chapter  288  of  the  laws  of  1841.    Since 
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ititw  operations,  a  oonsidonble  portion  of  the  balances  due  from  in- 
solvent banks  has  been  ooUected  in  Safety  Fund  stock  and  otherwise, 
which  occasions  the  large  amount,  beyond  the  tuaxn  required  to  pay  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt,  as  before  stated.  The  sumof  $300,000 
withheld  from  the  General  Fund  in  1843  and  1844,  properly  belongs 
to  the  Treasury,  and  should  be  paid  to  that  fund  out  of  the  means 
collected  from  insolvent  banks. 

Statements  No.  5  and  6  show  the  receipts  and  payments  for  the 

fiscal  year,  on  account  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Rne  canal.    The 

payments  for  interest  on  the  money  borrowed  for  this  object,  amount 

to  the  sum  of $541,727  24 

Paid  for  breaches  of  contracts, $43,431  96 

Land  damages, 63,362  25 

Arrearages  to  contractors, 48,336  22 

165,130  43 


The  first  sum  named  ($541,727.24),  has  been  paid  from  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Erie  canal ;  while  the  latter  sum  ($155,130.43)  has  been 
paid  from  the  proceeds  of  a  loan  authorized  by  the  act,  chapter  314  of 
the  laws  of  1844.  Several  thousand' dollars  have  also  been  paid  to 
contractors  out  of  this  appropriation,  on  account  of  allowances  made 
by  the  Canal  Board  under  special  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1845. 

Statements  No.  7  and  8  show  the  receipts  and  payments  on  account 
of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals.     The  receipts  from  all  sources 

amount  to  the  sum  of  .w 12,237,296  55 

Payments  for  fiscal  year,  2,036,546  13 

$200,762  42 
Add  balance  Sept.  30,  1844, 210,368  08 

Balance  in  hands  of  Commissioners,  30th  Sept.  1845,     $411,120  50 


There  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  expenditures  for  repairs  of 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  comparing  this  year  with  last.  The 
total  sum  expended  on  these  two  canals  is  $511,980.60 ;  of  which 
sum,  the  Canal  Commissioners  have  paid  $103,956.01,  principally 
for  bringing  into  use  the  work  on  the  Jordan  level,  and  certain  work 
coQnected  with  the  Schoharie  creek  aqueduct*  under  chapter  278  of 
^e  laws  of  1844. 
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Payment  of  Chimango  tmid  debt 

There  has  been  borrowed,  since  June  1,  1833,  for  the  construction 
of  the  Chenango  canal  and  ifor  the  payment  of  land  damages  on  that 
canal,  the  sum  of  12,420,000.00.  Of  this  debt,  the  large  amount  of 
$2,362,535.66  is  paya]ble  after  the  year,  1845,  or  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1846.  The  Sinking  Fund  provided  by  the  12th  section  of  the 
act,  chapter  114  of  the  laws  of  1842,  is  pledged  f6r  the  payment  of 
the  canal  debts  as  they  fall  due,  so  far  as  that  fund  is  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  The  accumulations  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  including  one-half 
of  the  mill  tax  of  1843,  as  given  in  Statement  No.  2,  amount  to  the 
ram  of  $1,712,687.13.  This  is  less  by  $649,648.53  than  the  amount 
of  debt  payable  in  January^  1846. 

• 

There  are,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  tl^e 
Canal  Fund,  other  funds  pledged  for  the  payment  of  this  debt^  or  por- 
tions of  it.  The  7th  section  of  the  original  '^  act  for  the  construction 
of  the  Chenango  canal,"  passed  February  23,  1833,  provides,  that 
"  if  the  funds  appropriated  in  the  preceding  sections  shall  not  prove 
sufficient  to  pay  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  Chenango  canal  at  the 
time  when  the  certificates  of  stock  shall  become  due,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  to  pay  the  same 
out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  on  hand  belonging  to  the  Canal 
Fund,  which  may  not  be  pledged  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State." 
The  dd  section  of  this  act  authorized  one  million  of  dollars  to  be  bor- 
rowed, which  was  made  payable  after  the  year  1845. 

There  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund, 
revenues  beyond  the  annual  expenditures  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  canals  and  the  payment  of  interest,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  ba- 
lance of  the  demands  which  the  public  creditors  hold  against  the 
State.  This  money  is  released  firom  the  constitutional  pledge,  by  the 
payment  of  the  old  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt,  in  July  last : 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  good 
faith,  as  well  as  sound  policy,  require  that  the  moneys  in  their  hands 
shoidd  be  applied  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  stock  falling  due  in 
January  1846,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  original  act  for  bor- 
rowing money  to  construct  the  Chenango  canal. 

The  5th  section  of  the  act,  chapter  238,  of  the  laws  of  1841,  re- 
quires the  Commissioners,  to  pay  annually  to  the  Treasury,  for  the 
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ttie  of  the  General  Fliiid»,iacli  maam  net  exooedfof  two  hnodied  thou- 
sand dollars,  "  from  the  iQOQeys  belonging  to  the  surplus  roTenaes  of 
the  Erie  and  Chaniplain  canals,'*  as  may  be  required  to  defray  the  ne- 
cessary expenses  of  the  State. 

But  can  this  surplus,  after  being  pledged  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1838,  to  the  persons  who  loaned  monc^  to  the  State,  relying 
on  its  good  faith,  be  diverted  from  that  pledge  by  a  subsequent  act'of 
the  Legislature,  leaving  the  matured  obligations  of  the  State  lihsatis- 
fied,  and  those  who  had  confided  in  its  promises,  only  the  naked  right 
of  petition  ?  If  obligations  thus  entered  into  on  receiving  full  conside- 
ration for  them,  are  not  binding  on  the  State  and  its  agents,  then  is 
public  faith  a  delusion.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  good 
faith  and  public  policy  demand  the  most  rigid  adherence  to  the  statute 
pledges  given  for  money  received  and  implied  to  the  uses  of  the 
State. 

As  the  whole  of  the  surplus  revenues  will  be  required  to  pay  the 
debt  in  January,  the  Commissioners  have  retained  in  their  hands  the 
$200,000  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  General  Fund  by  the  act  of 
1841,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  call  of  those  who  have  taken 
stock  on  the  faith  of  the  State  as  pledged  in  the  act  of  1833. 

The  amount  of  debt  payable  in  January  is, $9,362,635  66 

Deduct  amount  of  stuck  purchased  to  Srd  Dec 849,309  19 

And  it  leaves  of  debt  to  be  provided  for $1,513,220  47 

Add  for  interest  on  canal  debt^  Jan.  1,  •  • .  • 268,000  00 

Total  to  be  paid  Jan.  1, $1,781,226  47 

The  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commissioners 
are  as  follows : 

Available  funds  in  banks $1,721,132  89 

November  t(dls,  due  30th  Dec  •  •  •  •  356,900  00 

Invested  in  stock  of  1862  6  pr.  cts.  145,000  00 

$2,223,032  39 

Excess  of  means, • $441,805  92 
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This  exoMf  will  enable  the  comnuiaioiites  to  pay  the  istareftt  op 

the  debt  in  April, •••.««........^ .w«     $236«000 

And  allow  for  repain  aad  odier ecq^eiueB,  •••«  •• 200,000 


•mt 


$436».000 


This  would  leave  in  the  handa  of  the  CommisaionerSy  only  $5,805  •- 
9t  of  available  meaaa,  afler  payiag  the  iatereat  on  the  canal  debt  in 
April»  and  reaenring  enough  to  pay  expenaea  for  repairs  of  the  canals 
«ntil  July. 

The  d^bt  contracted  for  the  construction  of  the  Oswego  canal  is 

payable  in  July  next,  and  amounts  to  the  sum  of, $421,304 

A  portion  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  debt  is  due  at 

the  same  time, .•••.. •••••.       150,000 

Total  payable  1  July, $571,304 


In  the  acts  authorising  these  loans,  chapters  71  and  72  of  the  Laws 
«f  1885,  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  they  **  shall  form  a  part  of  the 
canal  debt,  and  be  repaid  out  of  the  Canal  Fund." 

If  the  sum  required  to  pay  int^est  on  the  canal  debt  on  the  first  of 
July,  $286,000,  be  added  to  the  amount  of  debt  then  due,  as  given 
above,  it  makes  a  total  sum  of  $807,804. 

The  tolls  for  April,  May  and  June,  1845,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$863,000 :  If  they  shall  be  equal  to  this  in  184(f,  and  arrangements  can 
be  made  to  realise  the  whole  amount  on  the  80th  of  June,  there  will  be 
a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  debt  falling  due  in  July,  and  the  interest  of 
the  canal ^lebt,  and  leave  a  surplus  of  $55,696.00. 

The  canal  revenues  began  to  accumulate  in  1826,  and  as  the  debt 
for  which  these  accumulations' were  pledged  by  the  Constitution,  was 
not  payable  until  1837  and  1845,  arrangements  were  made  for  loaning 
these  moneys  to  banks  at  from  4:  to  5  per  cent,  and  as  opportunities 
presented,  portions  of  the  surplus  were  invested  in  State  stocks.  At 
the  close  of  1832,  the  accumulations  exceeded  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. And  in  January  1833,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund 
cofBOieaced  purchasing  and  cancelling  the  stocks,  by  paying  a  pre- 
minm  of  9  per  cent  on  the  6'b  ci  1887,  and  22  per  cent  on  the  6  per 
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cents  of  1845 ;  and  ih  the  same  proportion  for  6  per  cents  of  those 
yean.  In  eight  months,  the  Commissioners  drew  from  the  banks  and 
paid  to  the  holders  of  the  stock,  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  yet  such  was  the  productive  power  of  the  Fund,  aided  as  it 
then  was  by  the  auction  and  salt  duties,  that  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  in  Sept.  1833,  the  Commissioners  still  had  in  their  hands  a  sur* 
plus  of  $2,600,000.  Although  the  redemption  of  stock  was  continu- 
ed, there  has  been  in  the  charge  of  the  Commissioners,  and  principally 
loaned  to  banks,  an  average  amount  of  about  two  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars.  The  whole  thing  is  now  changed ;  the  last  instalment-of 
the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt  has  been  paid,  and  the  debts  of 
the  other  canals  are  coming  round  in  such  rapid  succession  as  to  re- 
quire all  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canals  for  their  payment,  as  soon 
as  these  revenues  become  available. 

Condition  of  Canal  debt^  Ut  July^  1846. 

The  condition  of  the  canal  debt  at  the  close  of  tke  fiscal  year  on  the 
80th  of  September  1 844,  and  the  changes  from  that  time  to  th^  first  of 
July  1846,  provided  the  outstandiAg  stock  is  redeemed  as  it  falls  due, 
is  exhibited  in  the  following  statement : 

1844,  Sept.  30.  Amount  of  debt  reported,  ••••....  $20^713,805  68 

1 845,  April  26.  Increased  i^sue, 

5's  of  186t»    $200,000  00 

"     Sept.  30.  Added,        do.  45;000  00 

245,000  OO 


$20,958,905  58 

1845,  July  1.  Erie  and  Champlain  debt  provided  for,     1^380,250  35 

Canal  debt,  30th  Sept.  1845,    «  $19,578,655  29 

1846,  Jan.  1.  Am't  of  Chenango  5  per  cents  payable,    2,362,535  66 

Canal  debt  after  1st  January  1846,>«  $17,216,119  57 

Due  1st  July  1846, 

Oswego $421,304  00 

Cayuga  and  Seneca,  •  •     150,000  00 

571,804  Oa 

Canal  debt  after  Ist  July  1846,  ....  $16,644,815  57 


i&fcx  the  first  of  July  1846,  the  canal  debt  will  consiat  of 

PrineipaL  InterMt. 

Stocks  at  7  percent ^,647,136  00        ^^55,299  52 

6  "  ....     1,481,762  00  88,906  92 

5  "  ....    11,616,897  67  676,794  88 


M 
U 


$16,644,815  57        $920,001  32 


The  diminution  in  the  principal  of  the  canal  debt,  and  the  annual 
interest  thereon,  from  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  in  1844,  to  the  first 
of  July  1846,  is  presented  in  the  following  statement  : 

Principal.  Annual  interest. 

Amount  of  debt,  30th  Sept.  1844,  $20,713,905  58      $1,126,397  90 
Ditto       after  1st  July  1846,     16,644,815  57  920,001  32 

Reduction  of  principal  and  interest 

in  21  months $4,069,090  01         $206,396  58 


TOLLS  FROM  RAILROADS. 

The  Erie  and  Champlain  Canal  Fund  has  received  fi'om  the  six 
railroad  corporations  between  Albany  and  Buffalo,  for  tolls  on  property 
transported  during  the  suspeilsion  of  navigation,  from  the  29th  of  Nov. 
1844,  to  the  15th  of  April  1845,  the  total  sum  of  $10,458.44.  This 
is  about  the  ordinary  average  of  the  tolls  received  on  the  Erie  canal 
for  a  single  day. 

LATERAL  CANALS. 

Statements  from  No.  9  to  26,  both  inclusive,  exhibit  the  receipts 
and  payments  on  the  several  lateral  canals  for  the  fiscal  year.  The 
revenue  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  is  sufficient  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  debt  created  for  its  construction,  the  repairs  of  the  canal, 
the  expenses  of  collection,  and  leave  a  surplus  of  $1,624*24.  This 
is  the  first  instance  of  getting  a  surplus  from  any  one  of  the  lateral 
canals. 

Statements  No.  27  and  28  show  the  sums  derived  from  the  sale  of 
perishable  materials  procured  by  contractors  in  the  progress  of  the 
pablic  works,  and  surrendered  to  the  Canal  Commissioners  on  can- 
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celling  their  eontittclB.  The  proceeds  derived  firom  the  sale  of  mate- 
rials are  inconsiderable,  except  on  the  Erie  canal,  where  the  super- 
intendents use  the  materials  procured  for  the  work  on  the  enlargement, 
in  the  repidrs  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  pay  a  fair  price*  for  the  same, 
which  is  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  created  under  chapter  278  of 
the  laws  of  1844,  for  the  preservation  of  the  unfinished  work.  The 
balances  on  hand  of  this  fund  are  as  follows  : 

Belonging  to  the  Erie  canal  enlargement,  ...  V  ••••«•  •     $12,906  63 

**  the  Black  River  canal, 186  77 

'*  the  Genesee  Valley  canal 326  40 

$13,419  80 

The  materials  used  in  completing  the  contracts  on  the  Jordan  level, 
and  those  connected  with  bringing  the  Schoharie  aqueduct  into  use, 
have  been  taken  into  the  estimate,  and  are  added  to  the  fund  raised 
from  the  sale  of  materials  procured  for  the  enlargement  as  given  above. 

COST  OF  ALL  THE  CANALS. 

Statement  No.  32  shows  what  the  condition  of  the  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain  canal  debt  would  have  been  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  if  all 
the  money  for  the  construction  of  those  canals  had  been  borrowed 
at  6  per  cent.,  precisely  as  it  has  been  for  the  Chenango,  the  Black 
River,  the  Genesee  Valley,  and  other  lateral  canals  ;  or  in  other  words, 
if  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canal  Fund  had  not  been  aided  b](^the 
revenues  derived  from  auction  and  salt  duties,  from  1817  to  1836. 
Without  the  aid  of  these  and  other  auxiliary  revenues,  even  the  Erie 
and  Champlain  Canals  would  have  been  in  debt  $1,086,885.72  on 
the  30th  of  September  last. 

Statement  No.  33  shows  the  amount  expended  in  each  year,  from 
1885  to  1845,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  source 
from  which  the  money  thus  expended  was  derived.  The  results  of 
this  statement  are  as  follows  : 

Received  from  tolls,  and  paid  for  interest,   $2,653,947  29 

Received  from  tolls,  and  paid  for  construction, 2,867,851  76 

from  loans,  and  paid  for  construction,  •  •  • .      9,933,000  00 

Total  expended  for  enlargement,  •••  •  $15,454,799  05 
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Sifttemont  No.  M.Bhdwi  Ae  sunis  piid  fimnthe  ftetrntfj  and  from 
the  Erie  aad  Champlain  Canal  Fund,  on  account  of  defici^icies  in  the 
revenues  of  the  lateral  canals,  from  1826  to  1845.  The  total  sum  paid 
for  each  canal,  and  the  number  of  years  each  has  been  in  operation, 
is  as  follows: 

Oswegocanal, 16  yearsf •••  $341,618  92 

Cayuga  and  Seneca,...  16  **        185,666  81 

Chemung, 13  " 441,17176 

CrookedLake, 12  ''       126,607  44 

Chenango, 9  "        1,084,773  41 

BlackRiver, 6  '' 432,79194 

Genesee  Valley, 7  **        1,013,515  40 

OneidaLake 5  " 22,954  77 

OneidaRirer, 6  ''        .......••  16,35891 

Total  deficiencies,  •  •  •  •    $3,665,459  36 

Lands  appropriated  to  Oswego  canal,    $213,087  97 

Amount  of  loans  for  lateral  canals,.  •    9,304,180  71 

9,617,268  68 


Aggregate  amount  expended  for  lateral  canals,  $13,182,728  04 

The  total  amount  of  deficiencies  on  these  canals,  for  the  year  ending 
80th  September  1845,  was  $471,316.37. 

Statement  No.  35  shows  what  the  debts  of  the  canals  would  hare 
been  on  the  30tb  of  September  last,  if  all  the  moneys  expended  in  their 
construction  and  maintenance  had  been  borrowed.  The  aggregate  is 
•29,724,412.81. 

OPERATION  OF  THE  ERIE  AND  CHAMPLAIN  CANAL 

FUND  FOR  28  YEARS. 

A  table  has  been  prepared^  which  is  annexed  and  marked  No.  37, 
showing  the  receipts  and  payments  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Cap 
nal  Fund,  from  the  organization  of  the  board  in  181 7,  to  the  30th 
September,  1845.  This  statement  embraces  the  enture  operations  of 
the  Fund  estabh'shed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  an  act 
respecting  narigable  communications  between  the  great  western  and 
northern  lakes,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,^  passed  April  15, 1817,  corer- 
mg  the  whole  period  from  the  time  of  breaking  gioond  for  the  Erie 
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canal,  to  the  final  payment  of  the  last  inatalaent  of  the  original  debt, 
in  July,  1845. 

■ 

The  total  results  of  this  statement  are  as  follows,  viz ; 

Received^ 

Avails  of  loans,  Erie  and  Champlain, $6,237,625  52 

"      "      "     Erie  enlargement, 9,742,64121 

Temporaiy  loans,               do 1,400,000  00 

Tolls, , 28,539,450  23 

Vendue  duty, 3,592,039  05 

Salt  duty, 2,055,458  06 

Steamboat  tax 73,509  99 

Sales  of  land, ..  4 103,755  18 

Interest  on  investments  and  deposits,  • 2,065,796  77 

Rent  of  surplus  water, •••. 33,607  34 

Miscellaneous,  • 7],  183  56 


^a^ 


$56,195,630  49 

? 

Paid, 

Principal  of  loans,  Erie  and  Cbamplain,  •  • $7,626,405  45 

"      "      •*              enlargement, 6,000  00 

'^      temporary  loans  for  enlargement,  .•..••••  1,400,000  00 

Premium  on  stocks  purchased,  •  •  • 357,548  70 

Interest  on  Erie  and  Champlain  debt,  • 6,267,435  32 

''       enlargement  of  Erie 2,694,036  47 

Paid  to  Canal  Commissioners,  on  account  of  Erie  and 

Champlain 10,453,482  80 

Paid  Canal  Commissioners  for  enlargement, 12,501,159  48 

Paid  for  Tonawanda  and  EUicott  creeks, 97,065  42 

Black  River  canal,  on  account  of  feeder  to  Erie,  •  •  •  290,097  66 

To  the  General  Fund, 2,137,602  73 

On  account  of  deficiencies  of  lateral  canals, 2,280,584  72 

Superintendents  of  repairs, •  •  •  •  • 5,976,778  67 

Expenses  of  collectors  and  inspectors, 556,653  40 

Weigh  masters, 87.026  05 

Miscellaneous, ' 780,717  82 

Carried  forward $53,512,594  69 
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Brought  forward, $68,612,694  69 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  dOth 

Sept.  1846, 2,683,036  80 

1 66, 196,630  49 


The  preceding  statement  shows  that  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  that  is,  from  tolls,  water  rents,  interest 
on  deposites,  &c.  for  28  years,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  •30,710,037.90. 
The  amount  received  froni^  auction  and  salt  duties,  and  other  auxiliary 
funds,  is  $6,824,762.28;  making  a  total  of  $36,634,800.18. 

There  has  been  paid  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  loans  for 

the  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,   $7,626,406  46 

For  interest  on  the  same  froni  1817,  to  July  1,  1846,      6,267,436  32 

For  premium  on  the  purchase  of  stock,  $367,648  70 

Less  for  investment  of  Chenan* 

go6s, 11,131  07 

346,417  63 


Showing  a  total  sum  paid  on  account  of  the  Erie 
and  Champlain  Canal  debt,  of $14,240,268  40. 


AGGREGATE  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  SINCE 

1817. 

Statement  No.  47,  (made  up  from  37  to  46  inclusive)  shows  the 
receipts  and  payments  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  on 
account  of  all  the  State  canals,  from  the  organization  of  the  board,  in 
1817  to  the  30th  of  September,  1846,  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years. 
The  total  results  of  this  statement  are  as  follows  : 

Received, 

Avails  of  loans, $27,418,364  09 

'temporary  loans 2,343,967  00 

Tolls, 29,638,887  49 

Half  mill  tax  for  1843, 280,663  68 

Vendue  duty, 3,692,039  06 

Salt  duty,. 2,066,468  06 

Carried  forward, $66,329,269  27 


Brought Ibrward^ ••••  $65,829,269  27 

Steamboat  tax, ...•«• 73,509  99 

Sales  of  land,  • , 316,643  15 

Interest  on  inyestments  aad  deposits, 2,274,176  27 

Rent  of  sarpliis  water, •• 39,977  87 

General  Fund  for  deficiency  of  laterai  canals, 1,886,498  88 

Erie  canal  for  Black  ri¥er  feeder, 290,097  66 

Erie  and  Champlain  Canal  Fund  for  deficiencies  of 

laterals, 2,280,584  72 

Miscellaneous, • 157,828  66 

•72,148,786  47 


Paid, 

Principal  of  loans, » $7,668,101  45 

Premium  on  purchase  of  stock, 857,548  70 

Temporary  loans, • 2,843,967  00 

Interest  on  loans, •« 12,857,014  42 

Canal  Commissioners, 82,556,465  76i 

Seneca  lock  nayigation, ••••  • «•••  53,871  88 

Black  river  canal,  as  feeder  to  Erie, •  •  •  •  •  290,097  66 

GeneralFund, 2,137,602  78 

Deficiencies  of  lateral  canals, 2,280,584  72 

Oneida  lake  canal, • 50,000  00 

Superintendents  of  repairs, • 7,216,953  88 

Expenses  of  collectors  and  inspectors, 658,624  1 7 

Weigh-masters, 87,026  05 

Miscellaneous, 888,198  58i 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners, 2,71 2,780  06 

$72,148,786  47 
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ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR 

THE  CURRENT  YEAR. 

(See  Statement  numbered  30.) 


Erie  and  Champlain  canahy*  •  •  •  • 

Sinking  f*und, ••••••• 

Oswego  canal, •  •  •  • 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  •••••• 

Chemung  canal, •  •  •  • 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 

Chenango  canal, •••• 

Black  River  canal, • 

Genesee  Valley  canal, • « •  • 

Oneida  Lake  canal, 

improrement  of  (he  Oneida  river, 


E^^eoditoras. 


$1,323,213  22 


58,898  90 
29,476  00 
53,250  00 
26,860  00 

147,600  00 
85,000  00 

223,400  00 

12,750  00 

3,600  00 


Estimated  surplus  of  tolls  for  the 
year  ending  30th  Sept.  1 846,  •  • 

Add  proceeds  of  tax  of  one  tenth 
of  a  mill,  assessed  in  the  year 
1845,  under  act,  chap.  314,  ^  3, 
Laws  of  1844,  estimated  to  be 
the  same  as  for  the  year  1844,* 

Estimated  surplus  from  tolls  and 
one  tenth  of  a  mill  tax  applica- 
ble  to  the  payment  of  the  canal 
debt,  dOth  Sept.  1846, 


Rerenue. 


$2,302,000  00 
20,125  19 
50,000  00 
23 « 500  00 
13,000  00 
1,500  00 
.21 ,000  00 

19,500  00 
600  00 


82,451,225  19 
1,964,047  12 


487,178  07 


56,503  47 


$543,681  54 


REDUCTION  IN  THE  RATES  OF  TOLL. 

On  the  first  of  July  last,  a  meeting  of  the  Canal  Board  was  held  at 
the  Canal  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  rates  of  toll  on  property  transported  on 
the  several  State  canals.  In  1834,  the  rates  of  toll  on  agricultural 
products,  and  on  most  articles  except  merchandize,  were  reduced  as 
low  as  was  permitted  by  the  Constitution,  until  the  original  debt  con- 
tracted for  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  was  fully  paid.    The  last 
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instalment  of  this  debt  was  payable  on  the  first  of  July  1845,  or  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  State  after  that  date.  In  April  1844,  circulars 
were  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  holders  of  the  stock  in  May  and 
June  of  that  year,  informing  them  that  the  State  was  prepared  to  pay 
the  entire  debt,  and  that  the  funds  for  this  purpose  would  be  placed  in 
the  Manhattan  Company,  where  the  office  for  the  transfer  of  State 
stock  is  kept,  on  the  first  of  July  1845,  and  that  after  that  date  no  in- 
terest would  be  paid  on  the  outstanding  stock. 

On  the  5th  day  of  July,  a  statement  was  laid  before  the  Canal 
Board,  signed  by  the  President  and  Cashier  of  the  Manhattan  Com- 
pany, showing  that  the  funds  in  said  company  on  the  first  of  July  to 
the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  and  applicable  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  canal  debt,  and  the  principal  of  the  stock  reimbursable 

in  1845,  amounted  to  the  sum  of,  •  •  •  • $1,257,252  00 

That  the  sum  payable  July  1  on  account  of  interest, 

was, $245,916  59 

And  that  the  outstanding  stock  of  the 

old  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt 

amounted  to  the  sum  of, 782,620  80 

1,028,536  89 

Showing  an  excess  of  means  beyond  the  sums  pay- 
able July  1,  5228,715  11 

A  statement  was  also  presented  to  the  Board  on  the  8th  of  July, 
showing  that  during  the  first  week  in  July,  stock  to  the  amount  of 
$530,000  had  been  presented  and  paid,  leaving  the  sum  outstanding 
at  $252,620.30. 

On  these  representations  of  the  condition  of  the  debt  and  the  funds 
for  its  extinguishment,  the  Canal  Board  determined,  that  inasmuch  as 
the  day  for  the  payment  of  the  last  instalment  of  the  debt  had  arrived, 
and  the  money  been  tendered  to  the  holders  of  the  stock,  at  the  time 
and  place  fixed  for  payment,  the  public  creditors  whose  claims  were 
embraced  in  the  constitutional  pledge,  had  received  from  the  action  of 
the  agents  of  the  State  all  the  attention  to  their  interests  which  the 
most  scrupulous  good  faith  required ;  and  that  a  reduction  in  the  rates 
of  toll  might  take  place,  without  in  any  degree  impairing  the  pledges 
given  in  the  laws  or  the  Constitution,  to  those  who  loaned  money  for 
the  original  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals. 
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An  impreflsioQ  has  proTailed  that  the  extioguishmeBt  of  the  Erie 
and  Charaplain  canal  debt,  the  only  one  embraced  in  the  constitational 
gnaianty,  would  remore  the  only  obatade  to  the  reduction  of  tolls  to 
any  extent  required  by  the  interests  of  trade.  This,  however,  is  an 
erroneous  impression*  The  instant  the  requirements  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  fulfilled,  in  regard  to  the  old  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt, 
that  instant  the  statute  pledges  given  to  those  who  loaned  money  to 
construct  the  lateral  canals  and  to  commence  the  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  canal,  attach  to  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canals.  A  reduc* 
tion  in  the  rates  of  toll,  regardless  of  the  question  of  revenue,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  as 
they  fall  due,  would  be  as  much  a  breach  of  good  faith,  as  to  diver) 
the  surplus  to  some  other  object,  after  the  money  had  been  collected. 

The  general  tendency  of  any  measure  which  cheapens  transporta- 
tion is  to  increase  the  quantity  transported  ;  and  a  reduction  in  the 
rates  of  toll  may,  within  certain  limits,  increase  rather  than  diminish 
the  aggregate  amount  of  revenue.  In  all  tsises  where  reductions  of 
the  rates  of  toll  can  be  made  without  diminishiqg  revenue,  it  ought 
clearly  to  be  done,  as  in  such  cases  the  interests  of  trade  are  essen* 
tially  promoted  without  detriment  to  the  revenue.  When  all  the  obli- 
gations based  on  the  Canal  Fund  are  removed,  then  reductions  may 
be  made  with  reference  solely  to  the  interests  of  trade.  But  until 
that  period  arrives,  the  Canal  Board  is  not  permitted  to  lose  sight  of 
the  question  of  revenue,  in  graduating  the  tolls. 

The  reduction  made  on  agricultural  products  was  only  half  a  mill 
per  thousand  pounds  per  mile.  This  reduction,  small  as  it  may  ap« 
pear,  would  produce  a  diminution  of  revenue  on  the  quantity  of  agri« 
cultural  products  transported  in  1844,  equal  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  the  reduction  will  cause  an 
increase  of  the  quantity  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  revenue,  at  least  in 
a  few  yeara,  if  not  immediately. 

Almost  all  articles  of  merchandize  heretofore  have  been  classed  to- 
gether and  required  to  pay  9  mills  per  1000  pounds  per  mile  :  On 
merchandize  generally  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  one  mill  per 
1000  pounds  per  mile ;  and  in  addition  to  this,  a  discrimination  iu  to 
be  made  in  relation  to  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  nails,  spikes,  iron  and 
steel,  which  articles  are  hereafter  to  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  5  mills 
per  1000  pounds  per  mile.    The  reduction  of  one  mill  on  the  mer- 
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chandise  trantported  in  1844|  would  prodace  a  diminution  in  the 
rtTonue  equal  to  f65,000 :  Besides  the  difference  produced  by  the 
reduction  of  S  mills  more  on  so  much  of  the  merchandise  as  may 
consist  of  sugar  and  the  other  articles  hereafter  to  be  charged  at  5 
mills.  It  is  estimated  that  the  reduction  in  the  rates  of  toll,  operating 
on  all  the  tonnage  of  1844,  would  produce  a  loss  to  the  rerenue  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

On  mineral  coal  not  entitled  to  a  bounty  firom  the  Treasury,  the 
rate  of  toll  was  reduced  to  one  mill  per  1000  pounds  per  mile,  to  take- 
effect  on  the  first  of  August  layt.  In  consequence  of  this  reduction, 
between  eight  and  ten  hundred  tons  of  the  Ohio  bituminous  coal  have 
been  brought  from  BuffiJo  to  tide  water.  As  the  old  rates  amounted 
to  a  prohibition,  or  nearly  so,  this  reduction  has  the  effect  of  securing 
rerenue  from  a  commodity  which  pelded  little  or  nothing  before,  .and 
h«ice  the  operation  is  decidedly  beneficial  to  the  rerenue,  as  well  as 
the  trade  of  the  canals. 

In  the  year  1829,  persons  engaged  in  the  milling  business  at  Ro- 
chester represented  to  the  Canal  Board  that  a  reduction  of  one-half  in 
the  rates  of  toll  on  bran  and  ship  stuffs,  would  enable  them  to  bring 
to  tide  water  an  article  which  was  of  yery  little  value  to  them  at  the 
mill,  and  which  was  shut  out  from  a  market  by  the  then  high  rates  of 
toll.  The  tolls  were  accordingly  reduced,  and  in  1 844,  the  quantity 
brought  to  tide  water  exceeded  eleven  thousand  tons,  valued  at  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  yielding  to  the  State  a  revenue  in  tolls 
of  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Other  reductions  were  made  at  different  periods  on  similar  repre- 
sentations, with  equally  favorable  results. 

When  the  Ohio  canal,  from  Cleveland  to  Portsmouth  on  the  Ohio 
river,  Wad  opened,  the  Canal  Board  determined  to  make  a  general  re- 
duction in  the  rates  of  toll,  and  anrangements  were  made  in  connexion 
with  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  Ohio,  to  cheapen  transportation  on 
the  canals  of  both  States,  so  as  to  bring  a  portion  of  the  trade  of  the 
Ohio  river  to  Lake  Erie,  and  through  the  Erie  canal  to  New-York. 

The  reduction  then  made  on  ardcles  transported  on  our  canals  was 
equal  to  an  average  of  more  than  351  per  cent :  And  such  was  the 
increase  in  the  business  of  the  canal,  that  the  tolls  for  two  years  after 
the  reduction  was  made,  exceeded  the  total  for  the  two  preceding  years. 
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at  the  old  rttos,  by  tU  fum  of  •882>280.50 ;  and  yet  the  leductions 
ie  the  rates  of  toll  at  that  time,  applied  to  the  product3  tmnqported  in 
the  preceding  year,  woald  hcve  oocaaioned  a  lom  to  the  revewie  of 
•350,000.    See  Fund  report  of  1835,  p.  20* 

The  opening  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  of  the  Miami  exten- 
sion, connecting  Cincinnati  by  canal  navigation  with  Lake  Erie,  and 
the  Erie  extension  canal,  affording  a  like  connexion  between  Pitts- 
burgh and  Lake  Erie,  rendered  it  expedient,  if  not  necessary,  that 
the  tdls  of  oar  canals  should  be  reviewed  and  adapted  to  the  impor- 
tant changes  which  the  opening  of  these  yarious  channels  of  trade 
might  produce*.  It  wae  with  this  view  that  essential  reductions  were 
made  by  the  Canal  Board  in  July  last,  and  particularly  those  on  mer- 
chandize, to  take  effect  at  the  opening  of  navigation  in  1846. 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  extent  of  the  re- 
duction in  the  rates  of  toll  since  1832.  In  1833  and  1834,  an  ave- 
rage reduction  was  made  in  the  rates  of  toll  of  about  35}  per  cent. 

1832.  1834.  1846. 
Toll  on  1000  lbs.  of  merchandize  from 

Albany  tG  Buffalo, $5.08x^7  3.26Ty7  2.35^/^ 

Toll  on  1000  lbs.  of  flour  or  provisions 

from  Buffalo  to  Albany 2.54      1 .62^'^  1  •45/,V 

•7.62tV  4.89tU  ^-^^yVz 

The  toll  on  a  boat  load  of  30  tons  of  merchandize  from  Albany  to  Buf- 
falo, (363  miles)  would  amount,  by  the  rates  in  1832,  to,  $304  92 

By  the  rates  in  1834,  to  • 196  02 

By  the  rates  in  1846,  to ; ••...     141  57 

The  toll  on  50  tons  of  flour  from  Buffalo  to  Albany,  at  the 

rates  of  1832,  would  amount  to •••••• •  $254  10 

By  the  rates  of  1834, • 163  35 

By  the  rates  of  1846, ••• 145  20 


■• 


'  On  two  cargoes  of  the  kind  referred  to,  the  transporter  gains 
$72.60,  comparing  the  present  rates  with  those  in  operation  in  1834 
and  since,  and  $272*25,  comparing  the  present  rates  with  those 
charged  in  1882  and  previous  to  that  year. 
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It  18  contended  that  «  still  further  reduction  on  Tobacco,  Com, 
OatSy  Potatoes,  kad  seyeral  of  the  cheap  products  of  agriculture,  and 
the  forest,  would  greatly  increase  the  trade  of  the  canals,  and  instead 
of  diminishing  would  probably  increase  the  total  reyenuepaidon  the 
specified  articles. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  ComptroUmr. 
A.  GARDINER,  U.  Gov. 
N.  S.  BENTON,  Sec.  of  Stat: 
H.  HALSEY,  Sur.  Gen. 
J.  VAN  BUREN,  ^tt.  Gen. 
BENJ.  ENOS,  Treamrer. 


DOCUMENTS. 


(  No.  1.  ) 

The  money  in  the  hands  of  the  CommiMioneni,  on  the  3(Hh  Sep- 
tember 1 844,  as  shown  by  the  annual  report  of  last  year,  page  14, 
amounted  tOy ; |3,262,846  46 

Received  during  the  year  ending 30th  Sept,l84t5,  viz : 

Sinking  Fund,  see  No.  2, tSlQ^ldS  53 

Fund  tor  the  redemption  of  Erie  and 

Champlain  canal  stock,  see  No.  S,  51,606  07 

Erie  canal  enlargement, 5,  1 54,077  05 

Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  •  •  • .  •     7,  2,237,298  55 

Oswego  canal, 9,  50,716  83 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  •••...   11,  27,384  82 

Chemung  canal, 13,  19,042  20 

Crooked  Lake  canal, •  •  •  15,  805  56 

Chenango  canal, t^  17,  22,829  35 

Black  River  canal, 19,  38,000  00 

Genesee  Valley  canal, 21,  74,103  17 

Oneida  Lake  caiial,  •  • .  •  • 23,  428  66 

Oneida  River  improvement,  •  •  •  •  25,     

Fund  from  the  use  and  sale  of  ma- 
terials for  the  preservation  of 

unfinished  work, 27,  13,617  84 

— — —      3,209,045  63 


$6,471,892  09 


Ptnd  during  the  same  period^  viz : 

Fund  for  the  redemption  of  Erie  and 

Champlain  canal  stock,*  •  •  No.  4,  $1,317,428  11 
Erie  canal  enlargement,  •••••••    6,      705,239  58 

Cuiiedibvwaidt  ••••••..  $2^082^667  09 
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Brought  forward,  ••« •2,022,667  69    $6,471,892  09 

Erie  and  Cbaraplain  canals,  •  •  •  •     8,  1,023,502  62 

Oswego  canal 10,  67,605  89 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  •  •  •  •  •  12,  25,760  58 

Chemung  canal, 14,  53,729  05 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 16,  1 0,853  67 

Chenango  canal, 18,  139,919  77 

Black  River  canal, 20,  124,220  55 

Genesee  Valley  canal, 22,  282,717  17 

Oneida  Lake  canal, 24,  3,906  45 

Oneida  River  improvement,  •  •  • .  26,  3,588  94 

Funds  from  the  use  and  sale  of 

xnat.erials  for  the  preservation 

of  unfinished  work, •  •  28,  689  75 

—      3,759,162  OS 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
o&  iht  SOth  Septei»ber»  1845»of, •2,712,7^06 

\   r  MB  I  Si 


SINKING  FUND- 

(Per  cbap.  114,  ^  12,  Laws  of  1842.) 

(  No.  2.  ) 
Balance  on  htodSOthSteptember  1844,. ..«....«««•    4l,198,Ml  60 

Received,  viz : 

One  year's  interest  on  the  above  sum 
at  5  per  cent, 59,677  68 

Balance  of  mill  tax  assessed  in  1843, 

received  from  the  Treasury, 2,366  02 

The  surplus  revenues  of  1845,  (see  p. 

3  of  thU  document^ 467,091  98     . 

^  __        619,186  58 

$1,718,687  18 
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FUND  FOR  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  ERIE  AND  CHAM- 
PLAIN  CANAL  STOCK. 

(  No.  3.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September,  1844,  • f  1,814,481  49 

Received^  viz : 

Interest  on  loans  and  depoeits,  •»»•••     $46,845  88 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  securities  taken 
firom  broken  banks  for  loans  from 
Canal  Fund,  beyond  the  amount  for 
which  such  securities  were  taken,        4,760  19 


M» 


61,606  OT 
$1,866,067  56 


(  No.  4.  ) 

Paidf  Tie: 

For  purchase  of  canal  stock,  riz : 

6'8ofl845, •976,413  76 

6's  do    292,471  05 

1,268,884  81 

For  premium  on  5'8,  I  and  1  per  cent,         1,323  49 
do  6's,  i  and  f    do  373  93 

1,697  42 

Interest  on  loans,  viz  : 

At  Manhattan  Bank,  New-York, 46,704  1 3 

At  New-York  State  Bank,  Albany,. ••  141  75 

46,846  88 


■■ 


$1,317,428  11 
Balance  on  band, ••        648,«S9  45 


^m 


$1,866,067  56 
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FUND  OF  THE  ERIE  CANAL  ENLARGEMENT. 

(  No.  6.  ) 
Balance  on  hand  dOth  September,  1844, $20,004  01 

Received^  viz : 

Proceeds  of  5  per  cent  stock,  under  chap. 

314,  laws  of  1844,... •152,000  00 

Premium  on  stock,  ••••••••• •  •  •  897  00 

Of  Wells,  Kellogg,  &  Co.  being  an  over- 

1>ayment  by  Canal  Commissioners  on 
ockNo.  33, 150  73 

Balances  in  the  hands  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners last  fiscal  year,  viz  : 

Of  George  W.  Little, $39  84 

Jonas  Earll,  jr 197  62 

Daniel  P.  Bissell, . .-: 791  86 

1,029  32 

154,077  05 

$174,081  06 
From  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  •  •  •  •     541,727  24 

$715,808  30 


(  No.  6.  ) 

Paid,  viz : 

Interest  on  loans,. $541,727  24 

To  George  W.  Little,  Canal  Commissioner,  $19,5 11  56 
Benjamin  Enos,  do  4,199  58 

Jonas  Earll,  jr.  do  6.214  04 

Daniel  P.  Bissell,  do  3,426  29 

Nathaniel  Jones,  do  113,409  25 

Stephen  Clark,  do  8,369  71 

155,130  43 

To  Canal  Commissioners  uneiqpended  by  them,  viz  : 

Jonas  Earll,  jr $444  40 

Daniel  P.  Bissell, 279  61 

Carried  forward, •••    $724  01    $696,857  67 
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Brought  forward, (7S4  01  f  696»857  67 

Nathl.  Jones, 4 263  58 

Stephen  Clark, • 60  28 

1,047  87 

For  compensation  of  canal  appraisers, •  • .  3,193  64 

To  William  Coleman,  extra  allowance  under  chap. 

262,  laws  of  1845,  672  49 

Coleman  &  West,            do            "                    '*  872  66 

Coleman  &  Taylor,         do            "                    "  872  65 

William  McLachlio,         do          203                 "  710  63 

Ruth  Hawks,  damages,                   83                  *'  600  00 

For  advertising  loans,  •••• t*.  ••••••'••  ••••  50  80 

Recording  transcripts, •  •  •  •  361  37 


fm 


•705,239  58 
Balance  on  hand, •  •   10,568  72 

$715,808  30 


ERIE  AND  CHAMPLAIN  CANAL  FUND. 

(  No.  7.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September,  1844, 8210,368  08 

Receivedy  viz : 

From  the  Treasury,  viz : 
For  tolls  on  the  Erie 

canal, $2,067,061  59 

do    Champlain  ca* 

nal, 114,199  08 

$2,181,260  67 

do  Seneca  river  towing 

path 406  24 

do  on  railroads  during 

the  suspension  of  canal  navigation, 
1844-5,  viz: 

Attica  and  Bufialo, $452  50 

Tonawanda, 414  13 

Auburn  and  Rochester,  •  •  •  1,551  37 
Auburn  and  Syracuse,  •  •  • .     669  77 

Syracuse  and  Utica, 1,854  65 

Inica  and  Schenectady,  •  •  •  5,516  02 

10,468  44 

For  rent  of  surplus  water, 1,525  87 

Canied  forward, $2,193,651  99      $S10.368  08 
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Brought  forward, •  •2,193,651  22       $^10,368  08 

Interest  on  deposites  in  banks,  •  • .  • .         41,270  67 

Amount  from   sureties   of-  A.   Van 

Slyck,  collector  at  Rochester,1826,  1,454  41 

Of  George  W.  Little,  Canal  Com- 
missioner, viz : 

For  sale  of  old  buildings  on  sec.  55 
and  57,  •••. $155 

For  sale  of  old  buildings  at  Ful- 

tonville, • «.  150 

306  00 

Of  Nathaniel  Jones,  Canal  Commis* 
sioner,  viz :  • 

For  three  buildings,  sold  by  Asa  Whit- 
ney, late  Canal  Commissioner,  to 
Peter  Tobie,  17lh  February, 
1841, $186  50 

For  a  building  sold  by  Asa 
Whitney,  late  Canal  Com- 

*  missioner,  to  Robert  Fe- 

ro,  17th  Feb.  1841, 180  00 

366  50 

Of  'Timothy  Eddy,  for  water  privile- 
ges, under  chap.  258  laws  of  1844,  250  00 

Of  W.  J.  McAlpine,  late  engineer, 

for  balance  of  his  account, 75 

2,237,298  55 


$2,447,666  63 


»      ■  ■■ 


(  No.  8.  ) 

Paidf  viz : 

For  repairs  and  improvements,  ordinary  and  extra,  viz  : 
By  superintendents, $408,024  59 

By  Canal  Commissioners,  viz  : 

George  W.  Little, $18,910  97 

Benjamin  Enos,  ••••••••      3,037  56 

Jonas  Earll,  jr 32,794  09 

Daniel  P.  Bissell, 10,306  65 

Nathaniel  Jones, 28,716  22 

Stephen  Clark, 10,190  52 

103,956  01 

611,980  eo 

Carried  forward, $511,980  60 


No.  4.]  S6 

Brought  forward^  •••. • $611,980  60 

To  the  Sinking  Fund  under  chap.  114,  ^12,  laws  of 

1842, •..  457,09193 

For  premium  on  $167,429  36  Chenango  5's  1645, 

purchased  as  an  investment  for  the  Sinking  Fund 

under  chap.  1 14,  ^12,  laws  of  1 842, 880  52 

For  interest  on  7  per  cent  stock,  under  chap.  114,  §5, 

laws  of  1842, 23,903  22 

For  the  salaries  of  weigh-masters  and  pay  of  their 

assistants,  yiz : 

To  Daniel  D.  Shaw,  Albany, $1,107  00 

To  Israel  Shadbolt,  West  Troy, 939  00 

To  Albert  C.  Allen,  Utica, 939  00 

To  Isaac  Lewis,  Syracuse,  •  •>. 466  86 

To  D.  D.  Denton,    do         538  80 

To  Harry  P.  Dannals,  Rochester,  •...  •         433  31 
To  John  B.  Dewey,  do         56 1  63 

4,985  60 

For  the  services  of  collectors  of  tolls  incident  to  the 

transportation  of  freight  on  railroads,  during  the 

suspension  of  canal  navigation  in  1844-5,  viz  : 

To  H.  P.  Thayer,  Buffalo 150  00 

To  I.  A.  Montross,. Rochester,  •...••••         150  00 

To  P.  Bassett,  Syracuse, 150  00 

To  J.  O.  Spaffard,  Utica, .•.         150  00 

To  J.  B.  Van  Vorst,  Schenectady,  •.. . .         150  00 

760  00 

For  the  payment  of  inspectors  of  canal  boats  in  the 

city  of  New- York,  viz  : 

To  A.  Vanamam>  jr 496  16 

ToH.Edsall, 292  50 

788  66 

For  the  compensation  of  canal  appraisers 

(see  No.  50,) , 980  64 

For  the  balance.^  of  collectors'  accounts,  •»••••••••  66  66 

For  compensation  to  members  of  Canal  Board,  viz  : 

To  Addison  Gardiner,  Lieut.  Gov 9348  00 

To  D.  P.  Bisstll,  non  acting  Canal  Com- 
missioner,       675  94 
To  Stephen  Clark,    do  do  164  10 

1,188  04 

For  expense  of  keeping  the  office  for  transfer  of 

stocks  in  the  Manhattan  Company,  under  chapter 

288,  laws  of  1 840,  viz  : 

To  Manhattan  Company, •  1,250  00 

To  William  S.  Coe,  agent,  for  salary,.  •         750  00 
For  acc't  books,  printing  certificates,  &c.        172  00 

2,172  00 


i^ 


forward, $1,004,787  77 


• 


Brought  forward, t^OMJST  77 

To  the  proprietors  of  Albany  basin,  under  chap.  Ill, 

^  9,  laws  of  1823, 4,822  46 

Tolls  refunded  and  penalties  remitted, •••••  2,061  34 

To  ihe  Fort  Miller  Bridge  Company  by  order  of  the 
Canal  Board,  dated  2d  January,  1844,  an  annual 
payment  for  keeping  in  good  repair  the  towing  path 

attached  to  the  bridge, 400  00 

To  the  Nine  Mile  Creek  Canal  Association  an  allow- 
ance for  damage  under  chap.  123,  laws  of  1844,  166  00 
To  Timothy  Eddy,  for  damages  under  chap.  258, 

laws  of  1844, 1,062  50 

For  an  allowance  of  interest  by  order  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  under  chop.  168,  laws  of  J  840,  viz  : 

To  Eber  Durham, ^52  72 

To  Cyrus  P.  Durham, 115  16 

To  Robt.  L.  Andrew  and  Saml.  More,  •  •  • . .   128  82 

296  20 

For  salary  of  chief  clerk  of  Canal  Department,  chap, 
56  of  laws  of  1833,  chap.  288,   sec.  12,  of  laws 

of  1840,  and  chat).  218,  of  laws  of  1841, 1,500  00 

Compensation  of  clerks  in  Canal  Department,  chap. 
288,  sec.  12,  of  laws  of  1840,  and  chap.  274,  sec. 

22,  of  laws  of  1841, 2,861   11 

To  A.  L.  Harrison,  for  account  books,  binding,  &c.  34  82 

For  printing  for  the  canals,  including  blank  books, 
forms,  returns,  &c.  for  collectors,  superintendents 

and  all  other  canal  officers, 8,425  00 

For  postage, •  776  48 

For  the  transportation  to  and  from  Canal  Department 
of  returns,  &c.  of  canal  officers,  viz  : 

To  Livingston,  &  Co $232  01 

To  Virgil  &  Co 7  00 

239  01 

To  the  Comptroller,  for  stationery  for  Canal  Deptm't,  166  68 

To  James  R.  Clark  for  services  in  ascertaining  the 

amount  of  the  defalcation  of  S.  A.  Hooper  and  O. 

N.  Reynolds,  late  superintendents  on  the  Genesee 

Valley  Canal 236  00 

For  the  rent  of  Inspectors  offices,  viz  : 

lii  New.  York, $61  86 

Trov, 30  00 

Albany, 25  00 

116  86 

For  costs  of  suits,  advertising,  recording  and  other 

miscellaneous  payments,  •  •  • 570  44 

For  interest  on  the  debt  of  the  enlargement,  and  for 
the  deficiencies  of  lateral  canals,  viz  : 

Carried  forward,  .•• % •1,023,50252 


• 


No.  4.]  87  ♦ 

Brcmght  forward,  .........  •1,023.502  52 

Jbniargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  see.  No.  6, 641,727  24 

Oswegocanal, 9,$16,889  06 

Chemung  canal, 13,   34,100  95 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 15,    10,048  1 1 

Chenango  canal, 17, 1 16,9:^6  47 

filack  Riyer  canal, 19,   84,400  46 

Genesee  Valley  canal, 21, 201 ,874  59 

Oneida  Lake  canal, 23,     3,477  79 

Oneida  River  improvemerit, ...  25,      3,588  94 

— 471,316  37 

,      ,  $2,036,546  18 

Balance  on  hand, 411  X20  50 

$2,447,666  68 


OSWEGO  CANAL  FUND. 
(  Na9.  ) 

Received,  viz : 

From  the  Treasury  for  tolls 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  iind  Champlain 
canals,  • • 


#50,716  83 

16,889  06 

$67,605  8t 


r 

(  No.  10.  ) 

Paid^  viz :  , 

For  interest  on  loans,  • .  •  •  • 

To  Alanson  Dodge,  superintendent  of  re- 
pairs, $24,926  21 
To  Hiram  H.  Coats,  do  ....    21,605  61 

For  balances  of  collectors'  accounts,  viz  : 

To  Joseph  Turner, t4  87 

ToU.G.  While, 4  00 


$21,065  20  • 


46,581  89 


•        . 


8  87 


•67,605  89 
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CAYUGA  AND  SENECA  CANAL  FUND. 

(  No.  11.  ) 

Received^  viz : 
From  the  Treasury  for  tolls, 827,384  82 


i* 


(  No.  12.  ) 

Paid,  viz  : 

For  interest  on  loans,  811 ,850  00 

To  Edward  S.  Latham,  superintendent  of  repairs,  ....        13,8o3  68 
For  compensation  to  canal  appraisers, •  •  •  •  •  56  90 

825,760  58 
Balance  on  hand, 1,624  24 

827,384  82 


■te»> 


tm 


^  CHEiMUNG  CANAL  FUND. 

(  No.  13.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September,  1844, <3,308  33 

Received,  viz : 

From  the  Treasury  for  tolls, • 19,042  20 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 

canals,  ..•.•••• 34,100  95 

856,451  48 

*^       -      -■ 


No.  4.]  80 


(  No.  14.  ) 

Paid^  Yiz : 

For  interest  on  loans, $35,862  83 

To  P.  P.  Hubbell,  superintendent  of  repairs,  <2,228  59 
To  E.  H.  Goodwin,        do  do  3,826  69 

To  Green  Bennett,  do  do  11,225  99 

17,280  27 

To  Brayton  &  Chesebro,  allowance  under  chap.  224, 

laws  of  1844, 576  00 

To  Jonas  Earll,  jr.  Canal  Commissioner, • .  9  90 

•53,729  05 
Balance  on  hand, 2,722  43 


•56,451  48 


CROOKED  LAKE  CANAL  FUND. 

(  No.  16.  ) 

Received^  viz : 

From  the  Treasury  for  tolls, 1805  56 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 

canals 10,048  11 

•10,853  67 


tm 


(  No.  16.  ) 

Paidf  Yiz : 

For  interest  on  loans, •6,000  00 

To  Erastus  Page,  superintendent  of  repairs,  ••.•••..         4,844  67 
To  Stephen  Clark,  Canal  Coamiissioner, «••.  900 

•10,853  67 


4A  [il^SflXllBLT 

CHENANGO  CANAL  FUND. 
(  No,  17.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September,  1844, <3,066  87 

Received,  viz  : 

From  the  Treasury  for  tolls 22,829  35 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 

canals,  116,936  47 

<  142,832  69 


(  No.  18.  ) 


Paid,  viz ; 


For  interest  on  loans, <121,374  89 

To  Curtis  Poner,  superintendent  of  repairs,  910,178  29 
To  Sias  Sherburne,         do         do  3,455  23 

To  Jesse  Orcott.  do  do  4,649  81 

18,283  33 

To  Joseph  Congdon,  balance  of  collectors'  account,*  • .  107  60 

To  Benjamin  Enos,  Canal  Commissioner, » ,  153  95 

•139,919  77 
Balance  on  hand, 2,912  92 

•142,832  69 


BLACK  RIVER  CANAL  TUND. 

(  No.  19.  ) 
Balance  on  band  30th  September,  1844, t4,400  43 

Received^  yiz : 

Proceeds  of  5  per  cent  stock,  under  cbap.  314,  laws  of 

1844,   38,000  00 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals, 84,400  46 

•126,800  89 


(  No.  20.  ) 

Paid^  viz : 

For  interest  on  loans, ... .  r •••     $84,400  46 

For  compensation  of  canal  appraisers, ...•...•  673  95 

To  Benjamin  Enos,  Canal  Uommissioner,      $835  91 
To  Nathaniel  Jones,    do  do  38,311  23 

39,147  14 

124,220  55 
Balance  on  hand,  •••«•••• •• 2,580  34 

$126,800  89 

=S=SS=39 


[Assembly,  No.  4.]  6 
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GENESEE  VALLEY  CANAL  FUND. 

(  No.  21.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  80th  September  1844, $9,425  36 

Received^  viz : 

Proceeds  of  5  per  cent  stock,  under  chap.  314,  laws  of 
1844, $55,000  00 

From  the  Treasury  for  tolls, 19,103  17 

74,103  17 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 

canals, 201.874  59 

•285,403  12 


(  No.  22.  ) 

Paidy  viz : 

For  interest  on  loans, $205,201  27 

To  Sanford  A.  Hooper,  superintendent  of 

repairs,  $6,189  49 
To  O.  N.  Reynolds,  do        do  6,087  00 

To  John  Spencer,  do        do  3,500  00 

15,776  49 

For  compensation  of  canal  appraisers, 663  95 

To  Chamberlain  &  Bradley,  allowance  by  canal  ap- 
praisers under  chap.  305,  laws  of  1839, 24,843  51 

To  John  R.  Murray  and  others,  damages  under  chap. 

160,  laws  of  1845, 896  56 

For  recording  transcripts, 24  14 

To  Daniel  P.  Bissell,  Canal  Commissioner,  $26,813  07 
To  Stephen  Clark,        do  do  8,498  18 

^  35,311  25 

$282,717  17 
Balance  on  hand, •••• 2,685  95 

$285,403  12 


MM 


No.  4.]  48 

ONEIDA  LAKE  CANAL  FUND. 
(  No.  23.  ) 

Received^  viz  : 

From  the  Treasury  for  tolls, $428  66 

Deficiency,  from  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals, ..•• 8,477  79 


•8,906  45 


(  No.  24.  ) 

Paidy  via : 

For  interest  on  loans,  at  Manhattan  Bank  New-Tork,  •  •       $2,500  00 
To  George  Stone,  superintendent  of  repairs,    •  • 1,406  45 

•8,906  45 


FUND  OF  THE  ONEIDA  RIVER  IMPROVEMENT. 

(  No.  25.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  80th  Sept.  1844, ^,748  58 

Deficiency,  firom  the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals, 8,588  94 

$7,887  52 


44  [ASBKMBLT 

4 

(  No.  26.  ) 

Paid^  viz : 

For  interest  on  loans, $8,588  94 

Balance  on  hand, 3,748  58 


•7,337  52 


FUND  (From  the  use  and  sale  of  materials)  FOR  THE  PRESER- 
VATION OF  UNFINISHED  WORK,  Under  Chap.  278,  Laws 
of  1844. 

(.No.  27.  ) 

Balance  on  hand  30th  September,  1 844,  viz  : 
Belonging  to  the  Erie  canal  enlargement,         $368  71 
do  Black  River  canal,  • .  •  •  123  00 


491  71 


Received^  viz : 

Proceeds  of  materials  belonging  to  Erie 

canal  enlargement,  $  1 3, 1 1 9  60 

do              do        Black  River  canal,  171  84 

do             do        Genesee  Y.  canal,  326  40 


13,617  84 
$14,109  55 


(  No.  28.  ) 


Paidy  viz : 


To  preserve  unfinished  work  on  Erie  canal  enlargement,  $681  68 

do  do  Black  River  canal,  •  •  •  •  1 08  07 

$689  75 


Carried  forward, • $689  75 


Ho.  4.]  45 

Broaght  forward, $689  75 

Balance  on  hand,  viz : 
Belonging  to  Erie  canal  enlargement,  • ,  •  •  $1 2,906  63 

do  Black  River  canal, 186  77 

do  Genesee  Valley  canal, 326  40 

— 13,419  80 


$14,109  55 


CANAL  DEBT. 

(  No.  29.  ) 

Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  7  per  cent  interest, $341 ,474  52 

Stock  hot  bearing  interest, 111,365  54 

$452,840  06 

Redeemable  as  follows^  viz : 

5  per  cent  1  St  July,  1845, $108,668  47 

6  do    do    1837 160  00 

6  do    do    1845, 2,537  07 

7  do    do    1848, 208,804  63 

7    do    do    1849, 132,669  89 


«■ 


$452,840  06 

Erie  Canal  enlargement,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest,  ....  $6,815,519  29 
do  6  do  .•..     1,122,867  65 

do  7  do  .•..     1,994,613  06 

9,933,000  00 

Redeemable  as  follows^  viz  : 

6  per  cent  after  1855,. $4,000,000  00 

6     do         1st  July,  1858, 2,225,519  29 

5  do         I  St  June,  1862,  « 590,000  00 

6  do         1  St  July,  1854, 500,000  00 

6  do         1st  July,  1860, 622,867  66 

7  do         Ist  July,  1848 1,375,931  37 

7     do         1st  July,  1849, 618,68169 

$9,933,000  00 
Carried  forward, .•.. .•..$10,886,840  06 


46  [ASSBMBLT 

Brought  forwaidy « • • $10,885,840  06 

Oswego  canal,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest,  redeemable  Ist  July, 

1846, 421,304  00 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  viz : 

Stockbearing  5  per  cent  interest, 237,000  00 

Redeemable  as  follows^  viz : 

d  per  cent  1st  July,  1846,.... «  $150,000  00 

5    do         1st  July,  1849, 87,000  00 

$237,000  00 


Chemung  canal,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest, $437,292  23 

do  6  do  72,160  11 

do  7  do  139,148  24 

— —     648,600  58 

Redeemable  as  foUows,  viz  : 

5  per  cent  Ist  August,  1850, $316,000  00 

5    do        after  1860, 114,292  23 

5  do         1st  June,  1862, 7,000  00 

6  do        after  1860 18,682  00 

6  do         lstJuly,1860 53,478  11 

7  do         1st  July,  1849, 139,148  24 

$648,600  58 


Crooked  Lake  canal,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest,  redeemable  1st  Aug. 

1850, > 120,000  00 

Chenango  canal,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest,  •  • .  •  $2,385,535  66 
do  6  do  ••..  28,362  00 

do  7  do  ....  6,102  34 

2,420,000  00 

Carried  forward, $14,232,744  64 


No.  4.1  47 

Brought  forward, •14,238,744  64 

Redeemable  as  follows^  viz  : 

5  per  cent  after  1845, •2,862,535  66 

6  do         after  1853, 20,000  00 

6    do         Ist  June,  1^62, 3,000  00 

6    do        after  1850, *      20,000  00 

6  do         l8t  July,  1860, 8,362  00 

7  do         Ist  July,  1849, 6,102  34 

•2,420,000  00 


Black  River  canal,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest^  •»• .  $1,127,706  23 

do            6            do                ..••  60,305  12 

do            7            do               ....  355,988  65 


1,544,000  00 


Redeemable  as  follows^  viz : 

6  per  cent,  after  1850, $800,000  00 

5  do         Ist  July,  1858, 276,706  23 

6  do         1st  June,  1862, » 51,000  00 

6  do         Ist  July,  1860, 60,305  12 

7  do         Ist  July,  1849, 355,988  65 


•1,544,000  00 


GcDesee  Valley  canal,  vie : 


Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest,  ....  $2,797,379  82 
do  6  do  ....         196,243  56 

do  7  do  ..••        800,376  62 

8,794,000  00 

Redeemable  as  follows,  viz ; 

6  per  cent  1st  July,  1858, $556,379  82 

5    do        after  1860, 2,000,000  00 

5  do         1st  June,  1862, 241,000  00 

6  do         1st  July,  1860,  •  • 196,248  56 

7  do        1st  July,  1849, 800,376  62 

#3,794,000  00 
Carried  forward,  ••.. ••••• •19,570,744  64 
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Brought  forward, |199670J44  64 

Oneida  Lake  canal,  viz : 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest,  redeemable  Ist  April, 

1861, 50,000  00 

Improvement  of  the  Oneida  river,  viz ; 

Stock  bearing  5  per  cent  interest, $58,000  00^ 

do  6  do  1,843  56 

do  7  do  9,432  57 

69,276  13 

Redeemable  cts  follows^  viz : 

5  per  cent  after  1860, $50,000  00 

5  do         1  St  June,  1862, 8,000  00 

6  do         1st  July,  1860, 1,843  56 

7  do        1st  July,  1849, 9,432  57 

$69,276  13 


■    ■ 


Total,  80th  Septeoftber,  1845, $19,690,020  77 


No.  <«.>■ 
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50  [Absbmblt 

(  No.  30.  ) 

ESTIMATE 

Of  RfiCEipts  AND  Expenditures  for  the  Current  Year. 

Erie  and  Champlain  canals. 

Revenue. 

Canal  tolls,  exclusive  of  the  tolls  to  be  paid 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Albany  basin,  $2,300,000  00 

Rent  of  surplus  water, 2,000  00 

$2,302,000  00 

Eoopendilures. 

To  the  Treasury,  for  the  use  and  benefit 

of  the  General  Fund, $200,000  00 

For  interest  on  7  per  cent  stock,  chap. 

114,  sec.  5,  Laws  of  1842, 23,903  22 

For  interest  on  debt  of  Erie  canal  en- 
largement,      645,000  00 

For  repairs  of  canals,  including  superin- 
tendence and  lock-tending, 500,000  00 

For  the  collection  of  tolls,  including  all 

all  expenses  of  collector's  offices,  ....       32,000  00 

For  salaries  of  weigh-masters  and  the  pay 

of  their  assistants, 5,000  00 

For  printing,  including  blanks,  circulars, 

6cc.  for  all  the  canals, 3,000  00 

For  salary  of  chief  clerk  of  canal  depart- 
ment,   1,500  00 

For  clerk  hire  in  canal  department, 3,000  00 

To  Fort  Miller  Bridge  (Jo.  by  order  of 
the  Canal  Board,  dated  2d  January, 
1844,  an  annual  payment  for  keeping 
ing  in  good  repair  the  towing-path  at- 
tached to  the  bridge, 400  00 

For  expense  of  keeping  the  office  for 
transfer  of  stocks  in  the  Manhattan  Co. 
under  chap.  288,  Laws  of  1840,  viz  : 

To  Manhattan  Company,  .  • .  $1,250  00 

To  agent,  for  salary, 750  00 

2,000  00 

For  postage  and  transportation  of  rolls  to 
and  from  the  canal  department, 750  00 

Carried  forward, $1,316,553  22  $2,302,000  00 
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Brought  forward, $1,816,553  22  •2,302,000  00 

To  canal  appraisers,  for  salary  and  travel 

and  their  clerk, 5,000  00 

To  Comptroller,  for  stationery  for  canal 

department, 160  00 

For  costs  of  suits  arising  under  the  canal 

laws,  regulations,  ice 500  00 

For  miscellaneous  expenses, 1,000  00 

1,323.213  22 

Which  expenditures,  being  deducted  from  the  estimated 
income,  as  before  given,  shows  an  estimated  surplus 
for  the  current  year,  of $978,786  78 


Sinking  Fund. 

Revenue, 

To  provide  for  the  redemption  of  Chenango  5'8,  due  on 
the  first  of  January,  1846,  3  months  interest  on  the 
following,  viz : 
On  9145,000  00  canal  stocks  of  1862,  at  5  per  cent  per 

ann.       $1,812  50 
On    170,448  02  Bank  Fund  stock,  6        do  2,556  72 

On    713.435  44  Chenango  5's  of  1845,  5        do  8,917  94 

On    683.803  67  on  deposite  in  banks,     4        do  6,838  03 


m^ 


$1,712,687  13  $20,125  19 


«i 


Expenditures. 
None. 

Oswego  Canal. 

Revenue. 
From  tolls, $50,000  00 

Expenditures. 

For  interest  on  debt,  9  months, $15,793  90 

For  repairs,  including  lock-tending, 40,000  00 

For  collection  of  tolls,  including  all  expen- 
ses of  collectors'  offices, ••       3,100  00 

68,898  90 

Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  estimated  revenue  of  this 
canal  to  meet  the  charges  against  it»  of«.«« ••       $8,898  90 
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Cayuga  and  Seneca  GanaL 

Revenue, 
From  tolls, •23,500  00 

Expenditures. 

For  interest  on  debt,  less  3  mos.  on  $150,000,  at  5  per 

cent, ••...   $9,975  00 

For  repairs,  including  lock-tending,  ••*••••    18,000  00 

For  collection  of  tolis, ..^     1,500  00 

29,475  00 

Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  canal  to  meet 
expenses,  of $5,975  00 


GhexDUDg  Canal. 

Revenue. 
From  tolls, $13,000  00 

Eospenditures. 

For  interest  on  debt, $36,000  00 

For  repairs,  including  lock-tending,  •  •••  •     16,000  00 

For  collection  of  tolls, 1,250  00 

53,250  00 

Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  canal  to  meet 
expenses,  of ,...* 40,250  00 

Crooked  Lake  Canal. 

Revenue. 
From  tolls, $1,500  00 

Eccpenditures, 

For  interest  on  debt, $6,000  00 

For  repairs,  including  lock-tending,  • 20,000  00 

For  collection  of  tolls, 860  00 

26,860  00 

Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  canal  to 
meet  expenses,  of ^...........     $25,360  00 
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Obenango  CanaL 

Revenue. 
Fromtollfl, $81,000  00 

Expenditures. 

For  interest  on  debt, $121,500  00 

For  repairs,  including  lock*tending,  •  •  •  •       25,000  00 

For  collection  of  tolls, 1,100  00 

147,600  00 


Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  canal  to 

meet  expenses,  of $126,600  00 


Black  River  Canal. 
Revenue* 


None. 


Eaj>enditures. 
For  interest  on  debt, 0 •••••     $85,000  00 

Genesee  Valley  Canal 

Revenue. 
From  tolls, $19,500  00 

Expenditures. 

For  interest  on  debt, $206,000  00 

For  repairs,  including  lock-tending,  •  •  •  •       16,000  00 

For  collection  of  tolls, 1,400  00 

223,400  00 

Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  canal  to 
meet  expenses,  of $203,900  00 

Oneida  Lake  Canal. 

Revenue. 
From  tolls, $600  00 

Canied  forward^ • ....*        $600  00 
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Bronght forward, $600  00 

Expenditures, 

For  interest  on  debt, $2,500  00 

For  repairs,  including  lock-tending, 10,000  00 

For  collection  of  lolls, 250  00 

12,760  00 

Showing  a  deficiency  in  the  revenues  of  the  canal  to 
n»cet  expenses  of 12,150  00 

Innprovement  of  the  Oneida  River. 

Reventie. 
None. 

Expenditures. 
For  interest  on  debt, «3,600  00 


Ne.  4.] 
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RECAPITULATION 

Of  the  foregoing  estimates. 


Erie  and  Champlain  canals, 

Sinking  Fund, 

Oswego  canal, 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  •••••• 

Chemung  canal 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 

Chenango  canal,  • •••••••• 

Black  River  canal, 

Genesee  Valley  canal,  ••••••••• 

Oneida  Lake  canal, 

Improyement  of  the  Oneida  river. 


Expenditares. 


$1,323«213  22 


58,898  90 
29,475  00 
53,250  00 
26,860  00 

147,600  00 
85,000  00 

223,400  00 

12,750  00 

3,600  00 


$1,964,047  12 


Estimated  surplus  of  tolls  for  the 
year  ending  30th  Sept.  1 846,  •  • 

Add  proceeds  of  tax  of  one  tenth 
of  a  mill,  assessed  in  the  year 
1845,  under  act,  chap.  314,  ^  3, 
Laws  of  1844,  estimated  to  be 
the  same  as  for  the  year  1844,  • 

Estimated  surplus  from  tolls  and 
one  tenth  of  a  mill  tax  applica- 
ble to  the  payment  of  the  canal 
debt,  30ih  Sept.  1846, 


Revenne. 


$2,302,000  00 
20,125  19 
50,000  00 
23,500  00 
13,000  00 
1,500  00 
21,000  00 

19,500  00 
600  00 


$2,451,225  19 
1,964,047  12 


487,178  07 


56,503  47 


$543,681  54 


56^  Ambmblt 


(  No.  31.  > 

STATEMENT 

Showing  the  balance  of  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 

of  the  Canal  Fundj  on  the  30^A  September  1845,  how  deposited 
and  invested. 

DEPOSITED. 

Names  of  Banks. 

Albany  City  Bank, $45,376  62 

Bank  of  Attica, • r  •  15,789  63 

do      Corning,... 13,645  46 

do      Dansviil^, 6.696  78 

do      Monroe ,  27,114  95 

do      Orleans, • 7,494  3a 

do      Rome, • 4,392  22 

do      Salina, 7,042  64 

do      Troy, 60,000  00 

Canal  Bank  of  Albany 48,801  45 

Canal  Bank  of  Lockport, 16,881  97 

Central  Bank, 25,000  GO 

Exchange  Bank,  Lockport, • • 15,093  79 

Herkimer  County  Bank, «. 3,548  62 

Lewis  County  Bank, 20,000  00 

Lockport  Bank  and  Trtist  Company, 38,072  3 1 

Luther  Wright's  Bank, 48,251  22 

Manhattan  Company, 300,425  46 

Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank, 1 39.380  49 

Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  Bank, .^  •  •  53,545  97 

Mohawk  Bank, 5,466  28 

New- York  State  Bank, 143,124  15 

Oliver  Lee,  &  Co.  Bank, 87,892  11 

Oneida  Bank, 5,849  77 

Onondaga  County  Bank, 37,303  74 

PatchinBank, 43,901  94 

Rochester  City  Bank 38,033  69 

Saratoga  County  Bank, 1,010  38 

Seneca  County  Bank, 15,307  69 

Tompkins  County  Bank, 17,880  61 

Whites'Bank, 43,901  07 

Yates  County  Bank, 8,826  90 

Available, $1,345,052  14 
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Bank  of  Brockporty*. . •  • $3,715  50 

do      Lyons, , 19,131  sa 

Clinton  County  Bank, • 86,200  00 

Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  •*••••••.  ^ « 104,589  08 

Lockport  Bank, 29,700  00 

Watervliet  Bank, .,.,  .42,480  00 

Wayne  County  Bank,  ,...  t * ».  '  30,91202 

^  <  ■     ■ 

Unavailable, , #306,728  46 

Amount  deposited  in  banks  ayailable,  •  •  •  • $  i  ^45,052  1 4 

do                 do          unavailable,  •••«••••«.  306,728  46 


mm^mmm0*0mf'^mmm 


Total  amount  deposited, $1,651,780  60 

INVESTED. 
Loan  to  the  city  of  Albany  at  5  per 

cent  interest, $30,000  00 

In   Chenango  canal  stocks  at  5  per 

cent  interest, 713,435  44 

In  canal  stocks,  under  chap.  31 4,  laws 

of  1844,  at  5  per  cent  interest,  •  •  •        145,000  00 
In  Bank  Fund  stocks,  at  6  per  cent 

interest, 170,448  02 

In  notes  of  broken  banks  at  7  per  cent 

intewet, 2,066  00 

Total  amount  invested ....•.»•       1,060,949  46 

Total  amount  deposited  and  invested, $2,712,730  06 


Of  the  amount  deposited  and  invested  as  above  stated, 
there  belongs  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  under  chap. 

114,  laws  of  1842, $1,712,687  13 

The  fund  for  redemption  of  Erie  and 

Champlain  canal  stock,  548,659  45 
do  Erie  &  Champlain  canals,  411,120  50 
do        Erie  canal  enlargement,  10,568  72 

do        Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  1,624  24 

do         Chemung  canal 2,722  43 

do         Chenango  canal, 2,91 2  92 

do        Black  River  canal, 2,580  34 

do        Genesee  Valley  canal, . .  2.685  95 
do        Oneida  River  Improve- 
ment,            3,748  58 

do  from  the  use  and  sale  of 
materials,  for  the  preservation  of 
unfinished  work,  ...•  • •         13,419  80 


[Aasembly,  No.  4.]  8 


$2,712,730  06 


A8  [Ambmslt 


(  No.  32.  ) 
STATEMENT. 

Showing  the  Erie  and  Champlam  canal  debt  on  the  ZOth  September 
1845,  upon  the  principle  of  compounding  the  interest  on  the  cost 
of  those  canals  up  to  that  date  upon  the  one  side ;  and  upon  the 
other  of  compounding  the  interest  of  the  eurples  of  the  tolls  of 
each  year^  over  and  aoove  the  expenses  up  to  the  same  time. 

Total  debt  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  30th  September,  1844, 

(see  Assembly  Doc.  No.  165,  of  1845,  page  45.)  $27,2i4,]09  57 
Amount  of  surplus  revenue,  (see 

same  document.)  •  •  •  •  ^ .  •  • (24,604,387  42 

Interest  on  both  amounts  to  30th  of 

September  1845,  one  year  at  5 

percent, 1,230,219  37      1,360,705  48 

$25,834,606  79  $28,574,815  05 
Add  the  suiphis  of  1845,  ..       1.653,322  54 

$27,487,929  33 


Deduct  surplus  reyenue,  • , $27,487,929  33 

Balance  of  debt, $1,086,885  72 
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(  No.  36. ) 

STATEMENT 

Showing  what  would  have  been  the  debt  of  the  State,  for  the  public 
works f  on  the  SOth  September  1845,  if  all  the  moneys,  expenaed  in 
their  construction  ana  maintenance  had  been  borrowed^  being  the 
results  of  the  preceding  Statements  Nos,  32,  33  and  34. 


The  Erie  and  Champlain  Canal 
debtf  with  interest  on  the  cost 
compounded, 

The  surplus  revenue,  with  interest 
on  the  same  compounded,  .  • .  • 


(See  Statement  No.  32,) .... 
The  Erie  Canal  enlargement  : 
Amount  of  its  loans  for  construc- 
tion, •  • 

Amount  paid  out  of  tolls  for  con- 
struction,   

Total  paid  for  construction, . 
Amount  paid  out  of  tolls  for  inte- 
rest,   • • 


(See  Sutement  No.  33,) •  •  •  • 

The  lateral  canals^  including  the 

improvement  of  the  Oneida  river : 

Amount  of  deficiencies, 

Amount  of  sales  of  land  on  account 

of  Oswego  canal, •  •  •  • 

Amount  of  loans  outstanding, .  •  •  • 

(See  Statement  No.  34,) 

Total  debt 


$28,574,815  05 
27,487,929  33 


9,933,000  00 
2,867,851  76 


$1,086,885  72 


12,800,851  76 
2,653,947  29 


3,665,459  36 

213,087  97 
9,304,180  71 


15,454,799  05 


13,182,728  04 
$29,724,412  81 
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No.  4.]  M 

(  Na  48.  ) 

LIST  OF  CLERKS 

Employed  m  the  CbnoZ  Department^  and  the  compensation  paid  to 

each. 

Edward  James,  book-keeper. $900  00 

WiUiam  McGourkey, 800  00 

Henry  C.  Southwick,  Jr 465  01 

N.  J.  VaDamam^  » ».. 229  44 

E.S.  Thayer, 165  16 

Edward  Giddins,  Ir 167  25 

Joliot  A.  Vamey, 134  25 

•2,861  11 


(  No.  49.  ) 

STATEMENT 

Ofemunmt  cf  tolls  an  all  the  Canals^  (rfler  deducting  expenses  ofcoU 
lection^  received  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Caned  tSmdfrom  the 
Treasury,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  ZQth  September^  1845. 

Erie  canal 92,067,061  59 

Champlain  canal, 114,199  08 

^ 12,181,260  67 

Oswego  canal, 50,716  83 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, 27,384  82 

Chemung  canal, 19,042  20 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 805  56 

Chenango  canal, 22,829  85 

Genesee  Valley  canal,  ••••  • 19,103  17 

Oneida  Lake  canal, 428  66 

Seneca  River  towing  path « 406  24 

Railroads,  1844-6, 10,458  44 

•2,838.435  94 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


JVo.  5. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  8,  1846 


■■i 


COMMUNICATION 

Prom  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  general  ac- 
count of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhahitants  of  this 
State,  &c.  &c. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, } 
Secretary's  Office,        > 

Albany,  Jan.  Sth,  1846. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  Aeeembly : 

Sib— 

I  herewith  transmit  the  general  account  of  the  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  of  the  other  statistical 
information  for  the  year  1845,  specifying  the  result  thereof  in  the  se- 
veral towns,  wards  and  counties,  with  a  full  recapitulation  of  the 
whole,  and  a  conununication  addressed  to  the  Legislature  in  relation 
thereto. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  senrant, 

N.  S.  BENTON,  Sec.  ^  State. 
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REPORT 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK.  > 

SBCmBTABT*t  OnicMj         > 

*  Albany y  Jan.  Bth,  1846. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance  with  the  12th  section  of  the 
act  passed  May  Tth,  1845,  chapter  140,  has  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  a  general  account  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Stats,  with  the  results  thereof,  in  the  several  towns,  wards,  cities^ 
and  counties  of  the  State,  for  the  year  1845,  with  a  recapitulation  of 
the  whole. 

The  general  account  of  the  enumeration  consists  of  the  copies  of 
the  abstracts  required  to  be  made  to  this  office  by  the  county  clerk|, 
the  blanks  having  been  prepared  here  and  forwarded  to  those  office^ 
for  the  purpose,  and  contain  the  aggregate  result  or  sum  total  of  the 
anameration«  and  statistical  information  of  every  town  and  ward  in 
the  respective  counties  and  cities  in  the  State,  and  the  recapitulation 
comprehends  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  counties  and  the  additions  of 
die  columns  of  the  returns  of  the  county  clerks,  which  exhibit  the  ag* 
gregate  results  in  each  county,  the  whole  being  brought  into  one  gn^od 
total. 

Theie  returns  are  so  partictdar  and  voluminous  that  it  probably  will 
not  be  practicable  to  correct  the  proof  sheets  and  priiit  them  before 
the  middle  or  latter  part  of  the  session,  and  I  have  therefore  thpoght 
proper  to  prepare  and  herewith  to  transmit  the  following  tables : 

I.  A  table  containing  the  whole  number  ef  inhabitants  of  each 
toonty ;  Ike  number  of  males ;  the  number  of  females ;  the  number 
af  petsofli  entitled  to  vote  for  aU  Xiflkers  eleetive  by  the  people;  the 
mniiW  of  tftiiul  noi  MHuiHaed;  ilie  number  ef  feupen ;  the 
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ber  of  personB  of  color  not  taxed  ;  and  the  namber  of  inhabitanta  in 
each  county,  deducting  '*  aliens  not  naturalized,  paupers  and  persona 

of  color  not  taxed." 

II.  A  lable  arranging  the  counties  in  the  Senate  districts  as  now 
organized,  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  enumeration  abore  stated. 

III.  A  table  showing  the  arrangement  of  the  Congressional  districts 
by  counties  and  wards,  and  the  population  upon  which  the  apportion- 
ment of  members  of  Congress  is  based  and  the  ratio  established  by 
act  of  Congress. 

IV*  A  table  giting  the  whole  population  of  the  State,  the  popula-< 
tion  upon  which  the  apportionment  of  Senators  and  Members  of  As-* 
sembly  is  based  by  the  Constitution,  the  ratio  for  each,  and  the  num-' 
ber  of  members  of  Assembly  to  which  each  county  is  entitled,  and 
showing  the  fractions  above  the  required  population  in  (lU  cases  where 
there  is  an  excess. 

These  tables  exhibit  all  the  facts  furnished  by  the  returns  whirh 
will  be  required  to  enable  the  Legislature  to  make  a  re-apportionment 
of  members  of  Assembly  and  re-organize  the  Senate  districts,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  sixth  and  seventh  sections  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  State,  and  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  Con- 
gressional districts  as  may  be  deemed  e;[pedient. 

The  total  number  of  paupers  in  the  State,  on  the  first  day  of  July 
last,  as  appears  fron^the  table  of  recapitulation,  was  8,909.  The  ag- 
gregate number  of  this  description  of  persons  in  the  several  county 
poor-houses  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1844,  as  appears  from  the 
.report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  14th  of  March,  1845, 
Assembly  Documents,  No.  197,  was  7,649.  No  reports  however  had 
been  received  from  the  counties  of  Albany,  Fulton,  Hamilton  and 
Suffolk,  in  which,  as  now  reported,  there  were,  on  the  first  day  of 
July  last,  553  paupers. 

'  There  is  considerable  ditference  in  the  numbefr  of  paupers  reported 
by  the  superintendents  of  the  poor,  in  the  docutpent  above  referred 
10,  from  the  counties  of  Allegany,  Chautauque,  Genesee,  New- York, 
Rockland  anS  Warren,  and  those  contained  in  the  census  returns,  be- 
ing less  in  the  latter,  than  appears  by  the  former  reports,  but  it  is  not 
ia  aay  case,  as  the  Secrettiy  betievoi^  of  suffieiwl  mafoitade  to  have 
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toy  bearlDg  upon  the  apportionment  of  memben  of  Assembly  in  those 
counties,  and  is  now  adverted  to  only  for  the  reason  that  I  have  deem« 
ed  it  proper  to  present  the  facts  to  the  Legislature. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  abstracts  received  from  the  county 
clerks  of  the  counties  of  Cayuga,  Westchester  and  Clinton,  whether 
the  persons  in  the  State's  prisons  at  Auburn,  Sing«»Singand  Beekman« 
town,  are  included  in  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
in  which  those  prisons  are  located. 

If  these  census  returns  and  the  recapitulation  are  printed  in  mi  oc* 
tavo  form,  with  the  other  legislative  documents,  they  will  make  at 
least  two  very  inconvenient  volumes,  and  it  is  therefore  respectfully 
suggested  that  the  returns^  with  the  recapitulation  of  the  whole^  be 
printed  in  the  folio  form  of  one  volume. 

This  communication,  with  the  accompanying  tables,  can  be  printed 
in  the  usual  octavo  form,  and  placed  among  the  other  documents  in  the 
regular  series  at  an  early  day  in  the  session. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

N*  S.  BENTON. 
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If  the  Legislature  should  deem  it  expedient  or  important  at  this 
time  to  re-arrange  the  Congressional  districts,  the  required  population, 
according  to  the  late  census,  for  a  Member  of  Congress  upon  the  ap« 
portionment  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  25,  1842,  is 
76,014|f,  and  the  excess  above  and  deficiency  below  this  ratio  in  the 
several  Congressional  districts  as  now  organized  (rejecting  fractions,) 
is  as  follows : 


Diitrict. 


First 

Second,  ....... 

Third 

Fourth, 

Fifth, 

Sixth,   

Seventh, 

Eighth, 

Ninth, 

Tenth 

Eleventh, 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth, 

Fourteenth,  .... 

Fifteenth, 

Sixteenth, 

Seventeenth,  ... 
Eighteenth,  .... 
Nineteenth,  .... 

Twentieth, 

Twenty-first,  •• 
Twenty-second,. 
Twenty-third,  . . 
Twenty-fourth,  . 
Twenty-fifth,  .. 
Twenty-sixth,  .. 
Twenty-seventh, 
Twenty-eighth, . 
Twenty-niitb, . . 

Thirtieth, 

Thirty-first, 

Thirtv-second,.. 
Thirty-third,  ... 
Thirty-fourth,  .. 


•*M 


Ezcew. 


16,350 

12,289 

6,896 

51,542 


<9,883 

1^254 

2^482 

6^558 

8/762 

6,983 

12,154 

13,414 


15,749 

703 

2,621 


Deficiency. 


9,586 
3,560 


14,695 
7,632 
5,060 

2,081 
13,676 

10,358 
11,064 

8,947 

11,015 


5,839 
1,270 

8,527 

5,115 

229 


19,964 
15,619 


{ 


TABLE  IV. 

Whole popnlatiofi of  theStaie, •*..^. .....*•....    S,604,49fr 

do  do  ^'excluding  aliens,  paupers; 

wid  persons  of  color  not 

taxed,  ..•^ 2,399,54& 

Population  required  for  eaeh  Senate  district,  (excluding 

aliens,  &c.> ,; .        299,94a 

Population  reouired  for  each  Member  of  Assembly,  (ex- 
cluding a»  aforesaid,)  or  the  128th  part  of  the  represen- 
tative population, 18,746* 


The  seven  following  counties  are  each  entitled  to^one  Member  of  the 
Assembly  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,^ 
although  they  contain  less  than  the  required  population  : 


RocUand, 1..  12.269 

Richmond, 12,41^ 

Putnam, 12,842 

Wajren, 14,711 

Schenectady, 15,800 

Franklin, 16,696 

Sirilivan, 18,099 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


MHius,^ 6,477 

6,33» 

6,904 

4.036 

2.946 

2,150 

647 


M 


<C 


The  51  counties  below  have  the  required  population  to  entitle  them 
10  the  number  of  members  designated,  and  have  each  a  fraction  of  ex- 
cess. The  counties  are  arranged  in  ihe  order  of  magnitode  of  such 
excess.  From  this  k  appears  that  102  members  are  apportioned  upon 
a  full  ratio,  leaving  19  to  be  allotted  to  counties  having  fractions  less 
than  the  required  ratio  r 


Coantiet.^ 

*  Herki  mer, ••• 

^Delaware,.. 

•New.  York,... 

•Dutchess, • *.. 

•Livingston, •••...•..•••.. 

•Steuben,. ••«••.•»•*•••••••••. •••... 

•Schoharie, 

•Suffolk, 

•Niagara, ••••«••.••.. 

•Erie, .•« • «^... 


No.  of 
Mtmbers. 


1 

1 

15 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


Fnetloui 


17,620 
17,370 
14,472 
13,784 
13,524 
13.279 
13,139 
13,074 
12,699 
12«433 


No.  6.] 


CwmtiM. 


•Albany, •-,.- 

•Otecgo,   

•Greene, 

•Orange, 

•Onondaga, : . . . 

•Caltaraagua,  .^.... 

•Cayuga, 

•Montgomery, 

•Genesee, 

Oswego, 

Chautauque, 

Clinton, 

Ulster, 

Queens, 

Wyoming, 

Monroe,    

Orleans, 

Broome, 

Jefferson, 

Cortland, 

Westchester, 

Seneca, 

Kings, 

Essex, 

Chemung, 

Oneida, 

Wayne, 

Tioga, 

Ontario, 

Madison, 

Rensselaer, 

8t.  Lawrence, 

Saratoga, 

Columbia, 

Allegany, 

Chenango, 

Yates, 

Washington, 

Fulton  and  Hamilton, 

Lewis, 

Tompkins, 


The  nineteen  counties  which  hare  this  mark  (•)  hare  the  highest 
fractions,  and  (if  numbers  are  the  standard)  will  each  of  themhaTO 
an  additional  member. 


No.  of 

FiyetioM 

Metnbera. 

ezecm. 

3 

12,344 

2 

12,269 

1 

11,525 

2 

11,249 

3 

11,181 

1 

11,021 

2 

10,846 

•1 

9,679 

1 

9,394 

8 

9,309 

2 

8,491 

1 

8,369 

2 

8,137 

I 

8,091 

1 

7,642 

8 

7,348 

1 

6,697 

1 

6,620 

8 

6,897 

1 

6,115 

2 

6,739 

1 

6,497 

8 

6,378 

1 

4,705 

1 

4,536 

4 

8,712 

2 

8,702 

1 

8,298 

2 

3,225 

2 

2,529 

8 

2.433 

8 

2,388 

2 

2,351 

2 

2,294 

2 

2,111 

2 

1,937 

1 

1,720 

2 

1,586 

1 

1,278 

1 

379 

2 

20 
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V  tli6  aggregate  of  tile  term  eoundet  entitled  hj  t&e  constitution  to 
one  member  each,  aay  102,730,  be  deducted  from  the  whole  represen- 
tative population  of  the  State  2,399k548»  and  the  remainder  2,296.- 
8I89  divided  by  121  for  the  number  of  members  to  be  apportioned  to 
the  other  counties,  the  required  population  or  12lth  part  is  18,982, 
bein^  a  small  fraction  over  an  unit.  In  taking  this  number  as  the 
required  population  for  a  member,  101  will  be  apportioned  to  coun- 
ties having  such  population,  and  leaving  20  members  to  be  ap- 
portioned on  fractions.  By  adopting  this  method  of  apportionment, 
none  of  the  51  counties  will  be  afiected  but  Tompkins,  which  will 
take  one  member  and  have  a  fraction  over,  highest  in  magnitude,  and 
the  other  counties  will  stand  in  the  same  order  as  above  ^  Herkimer 
next  to  Tompkins^  and  Lewis  will  be  the  lowest. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  6. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  6,  1846. 


COMMUNICATION 


From  the  Goyemor^  transmitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 

Adjutant  General. 

EXSCITTITS  CHAMBIKy  > 

Albany,  6th  Jan.  1846.  } 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Assemhly : 

Sir — ^Herewith  I  transmit  to  the  Honorable  the  Assembly  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General,  made  to  me  in  conformity 
with  the  requirement  of  the  laws  prescribing  the  duties  of  that  ofilcer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Your  ob*t  senr\ 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 
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ADJOTAOT  GENERAL'S  BEPORT. 


STATE  OF  NEW.YORK, 

ADJtrrANT-GENXftAL^s  Offics 

Albany y  January  eth^  1846 


;} 


To  His  Excelleacy  Silas  WeiohTi  Ocvernor  and 

Ccmmander^Ti'Ckief  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New^Yark* 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act 
"  more  eflfectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
"  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  approved  May 
8th,  179d,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  annual  return  of 
the  militia  of  this  State  required  by  the  said  act. 


In  presenting  the  annual  return  of  the  militia  from  this  odlce,  al<^ 
dKmgh  not  required  to  make  a  report,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the 
oocasioa  to  submit  such  views  touching  the  general  condition  of  the 
militia  of  the  State,  as  have  occurred  to  me,  arising  from  my  limited 
experience  in  the  administration  of  the  department  confided  to  my 
charge. 

In  Older  to  exhibit  at  a  ghmce  the  numerical  strength  of  the  miUtia 
at  diflferent  periods,  as  compared  with  the  populaiton,  I  have  oonqiiled 
from  the  militia  and  census  returns  the  following  table,  showing  the 
whole  number  of  militia  returned  for  thf  several  years  named,  eis* 
bracing  a  period  of  20  years,  together  with  the  population  at  each 
census  within  the  same  time. 
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Yaajrt. 


1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 


PopuUtiott. 


1,616,458 


NoDber  of  imlitM 
retained. 


1,918,608. 


2,174,517 


2,428,921 


2,604,495 


146,805 
147,894 
163,446 
172,293 
188,175 
188,610 
189,034 
188,497 
188,447 
186,212 
192,083 
193,610 
184,892 
182,431 
180,103 
183,100 
182,158 
188,353 
185,758 
162,274 
162,416 


■bsato 


From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  numerical  strength  of  the  militia^ 
since  the  last  annual  return,  made  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  has 
slightly  increased ;  and  that  the  rapid  progress  of  diminution  shown 
by  that  return  (23,484  during  1844)  has  not  extended  into  the  present 
year. 

tt  alio  appears  that  the  number  of  militia  as  exhibited  by  the  re- 
turns of  this  office,  for  the  present  year,  is  comparatively  but  a  trifle 
greater  thaii  the  number  so  exhibited  20  years  ago ;  while  it  appears 
by  the  census  that  the  population  of  the  State,  within  the  same  time, 
has  increased  about  one  million.  By  carrying  the  comparison  one 
year  further  back  (to  1894]f  it  will  be  found  that  the  excess  of  die  pre* 
sent  over  that  year  is  still  further  diminished ;  showing  an  increase  of 
but  10,270  for  the  last  21  years. 

By  the  above  table  the  proportion  of  the  militia  to  the  population  of 
the  State  was,  in  1825,  about  as  1  to  11 ;  while  now  it  is  about  as  1 
to  17.  If  the  proportion  had  continued  the  same  to  the  present  period 
that  it  was  in  1825^  the  returns  would  now  show  an  aggregate  of  over 
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286,000,  or  nearly  74»000  more  than  the  number  actually  now  shown. 
Or,  in  other  words,  the  present  numerical  strength  of  the  militia  of 
this  State  is  less  than  it  should  be,  by  nearly  one  half  its  present 
actual  aggregate. 

It  can  not  be  claimed  that  these  results  exhibit  the  militia,  numeri- 
cally considered,  in  a  Tery  favorable  condition.  No  good  reason  is 
perceiyed  why  this  institution  should  not,  if  kept  in  a  healthy  and  vi- 
gorous state,  keep  pace  in  its  ratio  of  increase  with  that  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  State.  A  mere  diminution  of  numbers,  however,  might 
not  perhaps  in  itself  be  considered  a  matter  of  great  importance.  It 
might  be  said  that  there  are  still  enough  left  for  all  practical  purposes. 
In  one  view  of  the  case  this  might  be  conceded  ;  but  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  the  rapid  falling  off  which  is  exhibited  has  a  wider  scope  than 
the  mere  reduction  of  numbers,  and  furnishes  evidence  of  a  general  and 
growing  dissatisfaction  and  repugnance  to  the  present  system,  tending 
unless  arrested,  to  bring  it  into  disrepute  with  the  people  and  hasten 
its  downfall,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  very  serious  importance ;  and 
involves  no  less  a  question  than  that  of  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors 
in  incorporating  such  an  institution  into  the  frame  work  of  the  govern- 
ment. Itpresents,  to  the  State  and  to  the  nation,  the  alternative  of 
an  effort  to  be  made  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the  system  and  to  arrest 
its  further  decline,  or,  to  abandon  it  altogether. 

Whatever  degree  of  regret  may  exist,  caused  by  this  evidence  of 
diminishing  numbers,  without  legal  sanction  and  against  legal  provi* 
sions,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  no  good  objection  exists  to  the 
legal  reduction  of  the  enrolled  militia ;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  such 
reduction  would  be  salutary  in  its  effects,  and  add  vigor  and  strength 
to  the  system.  A  reduction  commensurate  with  the  rule  recommended 
by  the  present  Secretary  of  War,  by  which  such  only  as  are  between 
the  ages  of  21  and  35  shall  be  liable  to  military  duty,  would  impart 
strength  to  the  military  organization  and  relieve  it  from  many  of  the 
prejudices  against  it. '  Such  a  reduction,  however,  can  only  be  effect- 
ed by  Congress,  and  is  beyond  the  power  of  State  legislation. 

If  Congress  could  be  induced  to  modify  the  existing  laws  so  as  to 
conform  to  this  rule,'  it  would  be  an  important  atep  towards  accom- 
plishing a  desirable  reform.  It  is  aidently  h^ied  that  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  War  Department  may  not  be  disregarded.  The  re* 
duction  should  be  rateable  throughout  the  several  States,  so  as  to  pre- 
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w%tife  the  relative  propcvtion  in  each.  Indeed  it  is  probable  that  the 
itroDg  tendency  to  diminish^  which  hat  been  obsenred,  results  in  part 
from  the  consideration  that  die  system  has  become  OTer^owii  and 
unnecessarily  large.  The  public  mind  readily  comprehends  the  idea 
that  an  organization,  which,  in  an  early  period  of  the  goTemment,  re- 
quired the  enrollment  and  training  of  "  each  and  every  free  able  bo- 
died white  male  citizen,"  within  the  ages  of  18  and  45  years,  in  order 
to  constitute  ''  a  well  regulated  militia,"  is  not,  at  the  present  time 
well  adapted  to  the  greatly  increased  numbers  of  the  population,  and 
changed  circumstances  of  the  country.  An  honest  and  fair  enrollment, 
embracing  all  who  come  within  the  rule  prescribed  by  Congress  as 
liable  to  military  duty,  would  show  a  force  but  little,  if  at  all,  less  than 
2,000,000.  Common  sense  revolts  at  the  idea  that  any  such  force 
should  ever  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  militia  system.  Hence  the  disposition  manifested 
in  the  community  to  evade  enrollment,  and  to  throw  off  what  they 
deem  unnecessary  burdens.  The  uneasiness  produced  by  the  exac- 
tions of  the  law,  has  latterly  manifested  itself  in  applications  for  re- 
lief at  the  hands  of  the  State  Legislature,  forgetting  that  the  militia 
system  has  its  foundation  in  the  General  Government,  and  that  the 
laws  of  Congress  are  paramount. 

Several  attempts  have,  at  different  times,  been  made  by  our  Legis- 
lature, to  alleviate  the  military  burdens  of  citizens  lia^ble  by  law  to 
do  duty,  but  in  the  main  without  success.  No  substantial  relief,  it  is 
believed,  consistent  fvith  the  welfare  of  the  militia,  has  yet  been  ob- 
tained. The  general  aim  has  been,  t6  diminish  the  number  of  parades, 
to  reduce  the  numbers  liable  to  do  duty,  and  to  mitigate  the  fines  for 
delinquencies. 

The  first  of  these  objects,  to  wit,  a  diminution  of  the  number  of 
parades,  was,  among  other  things,  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  a  bill 
which  passed  the  Legislature  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  session,  en- 
titled *'  An  act  to  improve  the  militia  of  this  State,"  and  which  failed 
to  reach  the  Executive  in  time^  for  his  consideration  and  action.  This 
act  provided  for  the  reduction  of  infiBmtry  parades,  ''  other  than  those 
of  independent  uniform  corps",  to  one  annually,  to  be  lield  by  compa* 
nies,  **  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  the  election  of  officers ;" 
and  abolished  all  **  regimental  and  battalion  parades  of  infantry." 
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By  an  examinatioa  of  the  act  of  Coogreta  before  referred  ta,  under 
the  proyisioDS  of  which  the  militia  organization  has  its  existenoet  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature  clearly  conflicU 
with  that  act« 

The  law  of  Congress  provides  for  an  organization  consisting  of 
divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  battallions,  and  companies,  and  for 
officers  corresponding  to  such  organization.  It  establishes  a  ''system 
of  discipUne  and  field  exercise'*  to  be  observed  by  the  militia,  and 
makes  it  ''the  duty  of  the  commanding  officer,  at  every  muster, 
whether  by  battalion,  regiment,  or  single  company,  to  cause  the  militia 
to  be  exercised  and  trained  agreeably  to  the  said  rules  of  discipline." 
It  also  provides,  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade  Inspettlor 
to  attend  the  regimental  and  battalion  meetings  €i  the  militia  compos* 
ing  their  several  brigades,  during  the  time  of  their  beii^  under  arms, 
to  inspect  their  arms,  &c.  superintend  their  exercise  and  manoeuvres, 
and  introduce  the  system  of  military  discipline"  described  in  the  act* 

The  bill  of  last  winter  prohibits  a  compliance  with  many  of  these 
requirements  of  Congress,  and  thus  seeks  to  nullify  its  power ;  a  pow« 
er  too  plainly  conferred  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
admit  of  cavil.  "  Congress  has  power  to  provide  for  organising,  arm* 
ing  and  disciplining  the  militia.''    Art.  1,  ^8,  sub.  15. 

If  all  regimental  and  battaUon  parades  of  infantry  are  to  be  abol- 
ished, as  is  proposed  by  the  bill  referred  to,  the  question  at  once  oc- 
curs, how  is  the  Brigade  Inspector  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  law  of  Congress  ?  How  shall  he  attend  the  regi- 
mental and  battalion  meetings  of  the  militia  "  during  the  times  of  their 
being  under  arms,"  if  there  are  to  be  no  such  meetings  ?  How  in- 
spect them  by  regiments  or  battaUons  when  there  are  no  parades  boC 
company  parades,  held  on  the  same  day  throughout  the  State  ?  Hour 
superintend  the  exercise  and  manoeuvres  by  regiment  and  baAtalien  ! 
How  introduce  the  system  of  military  discipline  and  field  exercise^ 
which  requires  regiments  to  enable  it  to  be  introduced  ?  Or»  how  shall 
the  commanding  officer  at  every  muster,  cause  the  militia  to  be  ea»r^ 
vised  and  trained  according  to  prescribed  rules,  when  the  only  muster 
is  to  be  by  companies,  "  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  the  elec* 
tion  of  officers  ?" 

Words  need  not  be  multiplied  to  exhibit  the  conflicting  provisions 
of  die  biH  under  consideiation  with  those  of  the  law  of  Congress,    t 
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detire,  however,  to  remark,  that  this  same  qaestion  of  the  power  of 
the  State  Legislature  to  abolish  regimental  and  battalion  parades  has 
been,  with  other  important  questions  upon  the  subject  of  the  militia 
generally,  discussed  with  great  ability,  clearness  and  force  by  one  of 
my  predecessors.  General  John  A.  Dix,  in  a  report  to  which  I  beg 
leaye  to  refer,  made  by  him  to  the  Legislature  in  1838.  (Senate  Do- 
cuments of  that  year.  No.  4.)  His  conclusion  upon  this  question  (in 
which  I  concur)  is  as  follows  :  (page  9). 

.  '*  Although  the  law  of  1792,  does  not  in  terms  declare  that  there 
*'  shall  be  regimental  and  battalion  parades,  it  assigns  to  the  brigade 
**  inspectors  duties,  to  the  performance  of  which  such  parades  are 
**  indispensible.  If  those  parades  were  to  be  dispensed  with,  the  pre- 
*'  scribed  duties  could  not  be  performed.  To  dispense  with  them, 
**  therefore,  would  be  a  yirtual  nullification  of  the  law  which  pre- 
**  scribes  them.  It  follows  that,  unless  a  State  can  lawfully  declare 
**  that  brigade  inspectors  shall  not  perform  the  duties  prescribed  by 
"  the  law  of  1792,  it  cannot  pass  a  law  containing  provisions  with 
"  which  the  performance  of  those  duties  is  incompatible ;  for  this 
"  would  be  attaining  by  indirection,  that  which  cannot  be  directly 
•*  attained.** 

The  same  report  also  shows  clearly  the  want  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  reduce  the  parades  to  a  less  number  than 
one  company  and  one  regimental  or  battalion  parade  annuaUy.  It  is 
useless,  therefore,  to  look  for  relief  in  respect  to  the  number  of  pa«» 
rades,  even  if  it  were  good  policy  to  reduce  them,  to  the  State  Legis* 
latures.     Congress  alone  has  that  power. 

For  the  same  reason  all  hope  of  legally  diminishing,  by  State  legis- 
lation, the  numbers  liable  to  do  military  duty,  may  be  abandoned ;  for 
the  same  law  of  Congress  prescribes  who  are  liable  to,  and  who  exempt 
from,  military  duty ;  conceding  to  the  States,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
true,  the  power  to  create  additional  exempts.  But  in  this  concession 
of  power  to  the  States  it  is  evidently  implied  that  the  power  conceded 
is  not  to  be  used  in  such  manner  as  is  inconsistent  with  the  objects  of 
the  militia  establishment.  As  Congress  has  fixed  the  ages  within 
which,  each  and  every  free  white  male  citizen  is  liable  to  be  enrolled, 
it  is  evident  that  the  States  can  not,  in  their  exemptions,  have  any  re- 
ference to  the  age  of  the  persons  exempt,  if  within  the  ages  of  18  and 
45  years ;  but  must  limit  their  action  mainly  to  cases  where  other 
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duties,  or  some  peculiar  employment  connecfe4  with  the  public  wel- 
fare, renders  the  performance  of  military  duty  incompatible  with  such 
other  duties  or  employment ;  or  to  cases  where  an  equivalent  is  ren* 
dered  for  the  exemption. 

The  States  evidently  can  not  exercise  an  arbitrary  and  unlimited  dis- 
cretion  in  the  creation  of  exempts  ;  but  must  be  governed  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  power  by  sound  principles  consistent  with  the  purposes 
for  which  this  branch  of  the  military  (organization  of  government  was 
established.  If  exemptions  may  be,  arbitrarily  and  without  limit,  made 
by  the  States,  it  would  be  within  their  power  virtually  to  destroy  the 
system  itself,  by  extending  exemptions  to  all  within  the  ages  of  18  and 
45  years ;  and  would  thus  take  from  Congress  the  power  expressly 
conferred  by  the  Constitution,  "  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and 
disciplining  the  militia." 

In  this  State  large  portions  of  citizens,  besides  those  exempt  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  such  as  have  held  commissions  and 
have  been  absolutely  discharged  from  duty,  are  by  the  laws  of  the 
State  temporarily  exempt,  but  still  liable  to  do  military  duty  in  cases 
of  insurrection  and  invasion.    A  glance  at  the  laws  on  this  subject 
must  satisfy  every  one  that  this  description  of  persons  is  very  nume- 
rous, embracing,  as  it  does,  a  large  class  of  civil  officers  of  the  State 
and  counties,  all  non-commissioned  officers,  mu'sicians  and  privates  of 
uniform  companies  who  have  served,  uniformed,  armed  and  equipped, 
for  15  years  ;  all  persons  actually  employed  by  the  year  or  season  on 
board  of  merchant  or  coasting  vessels  ;  all  firem|n,  and  persons  em* 
ployed  in  blooming  furnaces  and  glass  factories ;  canal  officers,  boat- 
men, clerks  in  publip  offices,  students,  &c«  &c.    There  is  no  provi- 
sion in  our  laws  for  the  enrollment  of  these  qualified  exempis ;  al- 
though they  constitute  a  part  of  the  effective  numerical  strength  of  the 
militia  of  the  State.     I'his  omission  is  undoubtedly  one  cause,  al- 
though not,  perhaps,  the  principal  one,  why  the  militia  returns  from 
this  State  are  so  meagre  compared  with  those  of  many  other  States. 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  some  others  of  the  States,  if  not  all  of  them, 
provide  for  the  enrollment  of  this  class  of  exempts.    The  result  is  that 
our  State  presents  less,  and  the  others  more,  than  their  true  relative 
proportion  of  militia  ;  and,  as  the  distribution  of  arms  to  the  several 
States,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  militia,  is  based  upon  their  several  militia  returns,  this  State  re- 
ceives, and  has  been  receiving,  heretofore,  less  than  its  just  quota, 
[Assembly,  No.  6.]  2 


IQ 


[A8f9|[Bl.r 


w^le  f pina  of  the  otherf  hare,  m  »  neeeMvy  couaequ^mce,  receiy^ 
ipore.  I  suggest,  tberefore,  th^t  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  oUner,  pro*- 
Tisioa  be  ma4e  for  the  enroUioent  of  this  class  of  exempts. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  militia  returned,  and 
th^  number  of  arms  distributed  to  ea<:h  of  the  three  States  named*  for 
the  years  mentipned,  and  the  population  of  each  in  1940,  vis : 


1841 


1842 


1843 


New- York, 

PennsylyaQia»  .  t  • 
Ohio, 

New-York, 

Pennsylvania,  •  •  • 
Ohio 

New-York, 

Pennsylvania,  « •  • 
Ohio, 


8,428,981 
1.724.033 
1,519.467 


•  •••  •••«  • 

•  ••«  ••••  • 
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173.599 
236^171 
180,258 

188,353 
251 ,957 
180,258 

188.363 
247.630 
180,258 


MuakeU. 


1.666 

8,116 
1.616 

1,673 
2,104 
1,505 

1,648 
2,034 
1,481 


From  this  statement  it  appears  that  in  1841  the  quota  of  arms  dis- 
tributed to  the  State  pf  Pennsylvania  was  greater  by  560,  and  to  the 
l$tate  of  Ohio  greater  by  60,  than  that  distributed  to  this  State ;  al- 
though the  population  of  New-York  was,  by  the  census  returns  of 
1840,  more  than  700,000  greater  than  that  of  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly 
1,000,000  greater  than  that  of  Ohio* 

The  two  subsequent  years  show  a  slight  change  favorable  to  this 
State  ;  but  still  leaving  a  great  relative  disparity  between  it  and  them, 
favorable  to  the  latter.  No  materials  are  now  accessible  by  which  to 
institute  a  comparison  since  the  year  1843  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  same  inequality  now  exists,  which  has  heretofore  existed. 

So  much  relief  as  may  be  afforded  by  a  reduction  of  fines  for  de» 
li^uencies  and  deficiencies,  is  within  the  power  of  the  State  Legis* 
latures.  But  this  power,  like  the  power  to  exempt,  can  not  be  used 
to  deatroy,  If  it  can  be  made  to  relieve,  it  should,  at  the  same  time, 
be  made  to  strengthen  aud  sustain  ;  as  the  object  of  penalties  should 
be  to  enforoe  pbedieace  to  the  law,  and  not  to  induce  infractions  of  it* 
EzperieRce  has  shown  that  the  relief  sought  in  this  way,  has  been 
c«vried  qiiijte  as  i«r»  if  wi  fBurlher,  than  is  productive  of  good. 
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In  1640,  th«  Untt  f<tf  tt^l^mfihg  to  m^ttA  {Jamd^s,  irefe  mnth 
dticed.  The  f eafton  for  the  tedaetion  ii  prabably  tdore  pkusible  thAii 
sound.  It  id  assumed  that  military  duty  is  a  butden ;  a  tax  hVStig 
heaTily  upon  the  poor,  unlike  other  taxes  pfoportioned  to  the  ability  to 
pay,  but  the  same  in  ^imount  for  the  poor  and  the  rich.  Any  abate* 
ment,  therefore,  in  the  amount  of  the  fine  is  considered  a  favor  done 
to  the  poor  man,  the  man  who  labors  daily  for  the  support  of  him- 
self and  his  family.  If  the  poor  man  paid  his  fine,  in  lieu  of  ren- 
dering the  service  required  by  law,  there  would  be  soundness  in  the 
position  assumed.  But  he  does  not  pay.  The  man  of  pecuniary 
ability  is  the  one  who  pays,  while  the  poor  man  is  obliged  to  work  out 
his  tax  by  doing  duty  ;  for  small  as  the  fine  is,  he  has  more  time  than 
money.  The  effect,  therefore^  has  been  to  leave  the  whole  burden  of 
military  duty  unmitigated  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  least  able  to 
bear  it,  while  it  has  been  partially  removed  from  those  best  able  to 
flttstain  it ;  and  upon  whom  it  could  hardly  be  considered  a  burden. 
The  relative  inequality  between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  has  thus  been 
increased ;  and  an  existing  evil  thus  aggravated.  I  have  no  doubti 
froM  my  own  observation  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  reduction  of 
fines  for  non-attendance,  that  the  falling  off  in  numbers  for  the  last 
few  yeais,  which  is  shown  by  the  retums,  is  in  a  considerable  degree 
owing  to  such  reduction  of  finest  The  general  laxity  attendant  upon 
that  measure,  has  had  a  strong  agency  in  producing  what  is  now  of 
frequent  occurrence,  tdtai  failures  of  whole  regiments,  and  even  of  all 
tlie  regiments  in  some  whole  brigades,  to  hold  any  parades  whatever, 
either  for  exercise  or  for  inspection.  The  movement  has  evidently 
been  a  retiograde  s(ep»  which  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  well  to  re« 
trace.  I  woukly  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  re- 
pealing the  law  of  1840,  entitled  "  An  act  relating  to  militia  finest" 

A  practice  has  heretofore  prevailed,  to  some  extent,  of  loaning  the 
arms  belonging  to  the  State,  to  uniformed  companies,  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  their  formation,  and  fostering  a  spirit  favorable  to  im- 
provement in  military  discipline.  This  practice  had  no  law  to  sanc- 
tion it,  and  was  discontinued  by  the  present  Executive,  soon  after 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  In  order  to  legalize  the  prac- 
tice, and  to  permit  further  loans^  in  cases  where  the  public  interest 
would  be  promoted  by  it,  authority  was  conferred  upon  the  Governor, 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  to  loan  the  State  arms  to  uniformed  com- 
panies, under  such  regulations  and  on  such  terms  as  to  security,  as 
he  should  deem  proper.    No  loans,  however,  have  been  made*  under 
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the  law.  Some  steps  preparatory  to  the  making  of  loans  were  taken, 
and  rules  and  regulations  were  prescribed,  having  reference  to  the 
mode  of  application,  the  safe  J^eeping,  and  eventual  return  of  the  arms 
loaned.  Copies  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  and  of  the  bond  required 
are  appended  hereto,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Applications  for  arras  during  the  summer,  were  numerous ;  but 
before  the  plans  requisite  for  a  proper  execution  of  the  authority  con* 
ferred  upon  the  Executive  had  been  perfected,  disturbances,  which 
have  during  the  past  year  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  in  the  leasehold 
districts  of  the  State,  had  assumed  so  desperate  an  aspect  as  to  in- 
duce the  Governor  to  defer  the  execution  of  the  authority  conferred, 
and,  except  in  cases  where  arms  should  be  needed  for  active  service, 
to  retain  them  in  the  arsenals. 

The  law  referred  to,  makes  no  provisions  in  detail,  relating  to  the 
manner  of  making  the  loan,  the  rate  of  distribution  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  State,  or  the  security  to  be  taken ;  and  indeed  seems  to 
aim  at  but  little  more  than  to  legalize  for  the  future,  the  practice  which 
had  previously  prevailed.  At  it  now  stands,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  of  execution,  without  great  responsibility  to  the  Executive, 
and  imminent  hazard  to  the  interests  of  the  State.  The  precaution  of 
taking  bonds  with  sureties,  to  indemnify  the  State  against  damage  or 
loss  of  the  arms,  had  been  resorted  to  at  the  commencement  of  the  prac- 
tice of  loaning  them,  and  continued  down  to  the  time  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  practicfe  ;  but  with  this  precaution,  the  State  has  been  very 
inadequately  secured,  and  has,  I  am  told,  in  many  instances  suffered 
considerable  losses.  If  a  proper  law  could  be  passed,  which  would 
make  the  State  reasonably  secure,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  portion 
of  the  State  arms  might  be  advantageously  distributed,  according  to 
some  equitable  rule,  among  the  militia.  Personal  responsibility  must, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  in  very  many  cases,  prove  inadequate. 
The  sureties  are  dispersed  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  and  per- 
sonally unknown  to  the  officer  making  the  loan  ;  and,  if  good  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  the  bond,  may  die,  or  fail,  or  remove  from 
the  State,  without  such  occurrences  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
proper  officer,  till  it  is  too  late  for  such  knowledge  to  be  of  any  avail. 
The  utmost  care  and  watchfulness,  as  every  one  knows,  are  necessary 
to  protect  public  property  from  waste  and  depredation.  And  unless  it 
be  in  the  charge  of  some  one  feeling  that  he  has  a  direct  responsibility 
in  its  protection  and  preservation,  it  will,  almost  of  a  certainty,  receive 
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injary,  if  not  be  permitted  to  be  plundered  and  destroyed.  .  As  an  illus* 
tration  of  this  tendency,  I  am  told  that  in  a  recent  instance  in  the  city 
of  New*York|  a  company  having  State  arms,  permitted  the  rent  of 
their  armory  to  get  in  arrear,  for  i;rhich  the  landlord  distrained  and 
sold  the  arms.  It  is  said  a  law  suit  growing  out  of  the  seizure  and 
sale  is  pending,  in  which  the  State  is  interested  on  one  side  as  a  party; 
bat  probably  without  the  prospect  of  making  money  by  the  con- 
test, whichever  way  the  suit  may  terminate.  Other  companies  are 
known  to  be  deficient  in  the  number  of  arms  obtained  from  the  State, 
while  many  of  those  they  have,  are  much  deteriorated  and  some  en- 
tirely unfit  for  service. 

No  plan  so  easy  of  accomplishment  has  occurred  to  me  as  to  make 
the  local  civil  authorities  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  arms 
loaned.  And  there  seems  to  be  no  incongruity  in  such  a  require- 
ment. One  of  the  purposes  of  a  militia  organization  is  to  sustain 
the  civil  authorities.  The  care  and  protection,  then,  of  the  arms  to 
be  used  in  aid  of  those  authorities,  it  is  conceived,  may,  with  propri- 
ety, be  committed  to  them. 

I  have  matured  no  plan  in  detail ;  but  it  seems  to  me  the  principle 
upon  which  the  following  suggestions  are  based  is  correct ;  and,  with 
proper  detail,  in  a  legislative  enactment,  may  be  made  to  answer  the 
desired  purpose.  Assuming  that  a  certain  number  of  muskets  or 
other  arms  are  to  be  distributed  as  loans  to  the  militia  of  the  State, 
and  that  the  quota  for  each  county  has  been  ascertained,  let  notice  of 
the  same  be  given  to  the  judges  or  supervisors  or  some  other  appro- 
priate body  or  officer,  (to  be  designated  in  the  law,)  then,  if  the 
county  through'  such  body  or  officer,  shall  apply  for  the  loan  of  its 
quota,  require  the  official  bond  of  the  county  treasurer  or  some  other 
officer  to  be  given,  by  which  the  county  shall  be  bound  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing and  return  of  the  arms.  Authority  should  be  conferred  on  the  super- 
visors to  enable  them  to  provide  an  armory,  appoint  an  armorer.  &c., 
and  to  levy  a^  a  part  of  the  county  expense,  the  necessary  amount  of 
tax  for  these  purposes,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  any  loss  or 
damage  which  may  occur.  Provisions  should  also  be  made  for  perio- 
dical returns,  showing  the  condition  of  the  arms,  and  for  an  inspec* 
tion  and  examination  of  them,  at  any  time,  by  such  person  as  should 
be  designated  by  the  Commissary-General  or  other  proper  officer.  It 
should  be  optional  with  the  county  authorities  to  apply  for  them  or 
not,  so  that  the  burden  and  responsibility,  if  assumed,  shall  be  vo- 
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limtiry*    The  same  law  might  ht  made  applicabla  to  artillery  attd 
caralry  as  well  as  to  riflemen  and  infantry. 

Without  going  more  fully  into  the  subject,  I  have  confidence  ia  the 
belief  that  a  law  might  be  framed  upon  the  principle  here  stated, 
which  would  invigorate  and  strengthen,  in  some  degree,  the  now 
drooping  spirit  of  the  militia,  secure  the  State  from  loss,  and  impose 
little  or  no  burdens  upon  the  peopk. 

The  existing  law  relating  to  the  creation  of  vacancies  in  offices  by 
a  removal  of  the  incumbents  from  the  bounds  of  their  commands,  has 
a  deleterious  effect  in  the  cities  of  New- York  and  Brooklyn.  These 
cities  being  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  intimately  connected  in  bu- 
mness  and  social  relations,  removals  from  one  to  the  other  are  fre-^ 
quent.  Offices,  therefore,  frequently  become  vacant  by  such  remo- 
vals, and  a  consequent  tendency  to  disorganization  is  thereby  pro- 
duced. A  modification  of  the  law,  so  as  to  prevent  vacancies  in  theso 
cases,  would  be  productive  of  much  good.  I  respectfully  suggest, 
therefore,  that  such  modification  be  made. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1844,  several  companies  of  militia  were 
ordered  into  active  service  by  Governor  Bouck,  the  then  Executive  of 
the  State,  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  the  county  of  Columbia  to 
execute  the  laws  and  suppress  disorders  then,  and  previously  preva- 
lent in  that  county.  The  whole  number,  including  officers  and  men, 
called  into  service  was,  as  appears  by  the  Adjutant-General's  report 
of  last  year,  321.  Some  of  these  companies  were  in  service  from 
nineteen  to  thirty-six  days  each,  and  others  only  from  four  to  nine 
days  each,  making  an  average  period  for  the  whole  of  about  twenty- 
one  days.  The  expense  of  this  service  was  paid  under  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature,  passed  for  that  purpose :  chap.  22, 
Laws  of  1845,  Section  6,  required  the  Comptroller  and  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral to  examine  and  audit  all  accounts  and  claims  provided  for  by 
said  act.  The  Adjutant-General  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of 
examining  and  deciding  upon  the  services  stated  in  the  muster  rolls  ; 
and  section  7  gave  such  compensation  to  the  general  officers  whose 
services  had  been  required,  as  the  Governor  should  certify  to  be  rea- 
sonable. It  also  provided  for  the  payment  of  specific  sums  to  per- 
sons who  had  been  injured  while  in  service.  Under  the  first  section 
named  the  Comptroller  and  Adjutant-General  have  examined  and  au- 
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dd^d  accottQte  and  claiiM  to  the  amount  of  « •  * $15,146  46 

The  Adjuunt*General  haa  certified  muster  rollfl  to  the 

amount  of  ••^ 18,978  68 

And  under  the  last  section  named  the  Governor  has  cer- 
tified in  favor  of  Brigadier-General  Henry  Storms  the 

sum  of 259  00 

Adjutant-General  Niven  the  sum  of 30  00 

Add  specific  sums  paid  to  individuals  for  injuries  sus- 
tained, and  to  quarter-master,  136' 62 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of $34,550  76 

paid  £rom  the  Treasury  under  the  said  act. 

Similar  disorders,  and  springing  from  similar  causes  to  those  men- 
tioned above,  prevailed  at  difierent  times,  and  particularly  last  spring, 
in  Delaware  county ;  and  although  for  a  time  they  seemed  to  haye 
subsided,  early  in  the  month  of  August  last  they  reappeared  in  a 
more  desperate  and  dangerous  form,  producing  in  that  county  an  in- 
surrection against  the  laws  and  authorities  of  the  State.  The  atroci- 
ties  committed  on  these  occasions  are  too  well  known  to  require  a  de- 
tailed notice  here. 

As  a  precautionary  measure,  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session, 
passed  a  law  having  for  its  object  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  die 
preservation  of  order ;  under  which,  among  other  things  provided  for, 
the  Governor  was  authorised,  in  the  emergency  named  in  the  law,  to 
caU  out  a  military  force  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities.  The  Gover* 
nor'a  proclamation  under  the  act,  declaring  the  county  of  Delaware  in 
a  state  of  insurrection,  was  issued  on  the  27th  day  of  August  last ; 
and  on  the  28th  day  of  the  same  month,  two  several  general  orders 
were  issued  from  this  office  mustering  into  the  service  of  the  State  at 
Delhi,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  a  military  force  of  300,  including 
officers  and  men.  The  organization  of  this  force  was  in  part  a  new 
organization  for  this  express  service,  having  reference  both  to  effi- 
ciency and  economy ;  and  was  completed  and  the  force  assembled  at 
Delhi  on  the  first  of  September.  Two  new  companies  of  100  each 
were  formed  and  organized  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  consisting 
mostly  of  men  who  had  already  had  some  experience,  as  members  of 
the  sheriff's  posse»  in  the  kind  of  service  required.  The  two  compa* 
niea  constituted  a  new  separate  battalion  of  light  infantry,  to  which 
wan  attached  a  well  discipliMd  and  spirited  company  of  light  infan- 
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try,  consisting  of  100  members  from  Unadilla  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
counties  of  Otsego  and  Delaware.  The  force  thus  organised  was  put 
under  the  command  of  Major  Thomas  Marvin,  an  officer  whose  con- 
duct has  well  justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

About  110  of  the  men  were  mounted  and  armed  and  equipped  as 
cavalry.  These  mounted  men  were  actively  employed  for  the  first 
two  or  three  months  of  their  service,  in  small  detachments  in  aid  of 
the  civil  authorities  in  making  arrests  of  criminals,  and  in  the  service 
of  process  generally,  and  in  patrolling  night  and  day  such  districts  as 
the  exigency  of  the  service  required.  The  residue  of  the  force  was 
employed  as  a  guard  to  prisoners  and  the  jail,  and  as  foot  patrols  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Delhi.  On  two  occasions  detachments 
of  troops  accompanied  the  sheriff  to  the  State's  prison  with  prisoners. 

The  act  mentioned  provides  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  at  the  follow- 
ing rates  :  commissioned  officers  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  are  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  the  same  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ; 
non-commisioned  officers  and  musicians  $1 .25  per  day  ;  privates  $1 
per  day  ;  and  $1  per  day  for  each  horse,  together  with  rations  for  the 
men,  and  forage  for  the  horses. 

To  avoid  the  expense  of  a  commissariat  and  of  providing  quarters, 
camp  equippage,  and  utensils  for  the  men,  and  in  order  to  have  the 
arrangements  generally  conform  to  the  nature  of  the  service,  an  un- 
derstanding was  had  with  the  officers  and  men  at  the  time  they  were 
mustered,  to  commute  with  them  for  their  rations  and  forage,  at  the 
rate  allowed  in  the  United  States  army  ;  20  cents  per  ration,  and  t8 
per  month  for  the  forage  of  each  horse ;  the  officers  and  men  agree- 
ing to  provide  subsistence  and  quarters  for  thenmelves  and  horses. 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  force  it  became  necessary  to  pro- 
vide other  quarters  than  the  jail  for  the  prisoners,  in  order  to  insure 
their  safety.  Two  large  log  buildings  were  accordingly  erected  for 
this  purpose,  the  labor  of  which  was  done  entirely  by  the  soldiers.  It 
also  became  necessary  to  construct  a  guard-house,  which  was  also 
done  (with  the  exception  of  furnishing  materials)  in  the  same  way. 
Some  expense  for  materials  has  accrued  in  these  cases,  and  some  for 
ttansportation  of  arms,  equipments  and  ammunition,  and  some  for  me- 
dical attendance  upon  the  sick  and  other  purposes.  But  these  inci- 
dental expenses  are  comparatively  trifling,  owing,  in  a  measure,  to  the 
arrangement  made,  which  dispensed  with  the  necessity  of  providing 
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substBtence  rad  quarters.  Two  men  died  while  in  service  ;  and  one 
or  two  others  were,  at  the  time  of  the  discharge  of  the  forces,  sick  and 
unable  to  return  home,  but  conyalescent.  With  these  exceptions,  and 
a  few  other  cases,  and  perhaps  two  or  three  accidental  injuries,  more 
or  less  serious,  general  good  health  has  prevailed. 

On  the  1 6th  day  of  December  last,  in  anticipation  of  a  revocation  of 
the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  the  27th  of  August  last,  declaring 
the  county  of  Delaware  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  an  order  was  issued 
from  this  office,  directing  that  the  officers  and  men  (except  the  com- 
mandant of  the  forces)  be  discharged  on  the  24th  of  the  same  months 
and  that  the  commandant  of  the  forces  take  measures  to  secure  the 
arms  and  ammunition  and  other  State  property,  settle  his  accounts, 
and  report  to  this  department  as  soon  as  practicable ;  when  a  discharge 
would  be  executed  to  him.  A  subseqent  communication  from  Maj. 
Marvin  contains  official  information  of  the  discharge  of  the  men  at  the 
time  mentioned  in  the  order,  and  that  great  good  order  and  kind  feel- 
ing existed  at  their  separation. 

The  whole  expense  to  the  State,  of  this  service,  with  the  exception 
of  some  inconsiderable  items  not  yet  ascertained,  is  l|^3,683.20. 

Comparing  the  expenses  incurred  in  Delaware  county  with  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  Columbia  county,  the  result  is  most  favorable  to 
the  former ;  and  shows  the  wisdom  of  the  act  of  last  winter,  in  fixing 
the  terms  of  payment  before  the  services  were  rendered,  rather  than 
afterwards. 

In  the  preceding  remarks.  Cursorily  thrown  out  as  they  have  been, 
I  haye  said  nothing  of  the  importance  of  the  militia  as  an  institution 
of  republican  goyemment ;  nor  will  I  now  prolong  them  for  that  pur- 
pose. If  the  authority  of  illustrious  names  upon  this  subject  amount 
to  any  thing ;  or,  if  the  example  of  the  patriots  and  sages  who  esta- 
blished our  system  of  free  government  be  worthy  of  our  regard  ;  or,  if 
oar  own  experience  of  the  necessity  of  "  a  well  regulated  militia,"  to 
quell  insurrection  and  strengthen  the  civil  arm,  be  not  entirely  disre- 
garded, nothing  need  be  said  in  its  favor. 

By  the  modifications  of  law  which  have  been  suggested,  with  a  re* 
vision  of  existing  laws  to  make  them  harmonize ;  and  such  action  as 
would  secure  a  more  thorough  discipline  of  officers ;  and,  perhaps, 
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the  enactment  of  some  proTisions  to  pretent  abuses  in  courts-martia^ 
I  am  persuaded  the  system  iivoutd  be  found  to  work  well,  and  answer 
the  purposes  of  its  establishment. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  FARRINGTON, 

Adjutant"  Generah 
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(  No.  1.  ) 

REGULATIONS, 

State  of  Nbw-Yoek, 
Head  Quartersy  Albany,  July  Isty  1845. 

General  Orders. 

The  Commander-in-Chref  hereby  establishes  the  following  Regu« 
lations  for  a  loan  of  arms  to  and  for  the  use  of  uniformed  companies 
of  the  militia  of  the  Stale,  under  section  1st  of  the  act,  chapter  69th9 
of  the  laws  of  1845: 

1st.  The  Application  shall  in  all  cases  be  made  by  the  captain  or 
officer  in  command  of  the  company  for  the  use  of  which  the  loan  of 
arms  is  asked,  and  shall  state-  the  number  of  commissioned  officers^ 
Aon-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  belonging  to  the 
company,  and  uniformed  and  equipped  according  to  law,  except  the 
arms  and  equipments  proposed  to  be  loaned  for  their  use  from  the 
State ;  the  location  of  the  company,  its  usual  place  of  company  pa- 
rade, and  the  regiment,  brigade,  and  division  to  which  the  company 
belongs  or  is  attached,  and  whether  it  be  a  company  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, infantry  or  riflemen  ;  the  armory  or  place  provided  for  the  depo- 
site  or  safe  keeping  of  the  arms  and  equipments  when  not  in  actual 
use,  with  such  a  description  of  it  as  will  enable  the  Adjutant-General 
or  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  judge  of  its  security  and  safely  as  an 
armory ;  and  the  officer  making  ihe  application  shall  certify,  on  honor, 
that  the  facts  stated  in  it  are  truly  stated,  and  shall  sign  it  officially. 

2d.  Tne  application  shah  be  submitted  to  the  colonel  or  command- 
ing officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  company  belongs,  or  is  at- 
tached, and  shall  be  approved  by  him,  by  his  official  approbation  in 
writing,  to  accompany  the  application. 

3d.  The  application  shall  also  be  accompanied  by  an  official  certifi- 
cate from  the  brigade  major  and  inspector  of  the  brigade  to  which  the 
company  belongs,  that  from  evidence  laid  before  him,  or  from  his  own 
actual  inspection,  as  the  case  may  be,  he  is  satisfied  that  the  company 
has  the  number  of  men  required  by  the  law  to  constitute  a  legal  com- 
pany*  uniformed  and  equipped  as  the  law  requiresi  with  the  ezceptioa 
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of  the  arms  and  equipments  proposed  to  be  loaned  from  the  State, 
and  that  if  the  loan  of  arms  ana  equipments  be  obtained,  the  company 
will  be  organized  under  circumstances  and  prospects  favorable  to  the 
public  militia  service  of  the  State. 

4th.  The  above  pre-requisites  having  been  complied  with,  the  Ad- 
jutant-General wiH  prepare  and  deliver  to  the  applicant  a  bond  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  which  bond  there 
must  be  at  least  two  sureties,  residents  of  the  same  county  with  the 
applicant,  freeholders,  and  worth  at  least  a  sum  equal  to  the  penalty 
'  of  the  bond  over  and  above  all  debts  due  and  owing  from  them.  The 
bond  must  be  executed  by  the  principal  and  sureties  in  the  presence 
of  a  witness,  who  must  sign  his  name  as  a  witness  to  it,  and  the  exe- 
cution thereof  shall  be  proved  or  acknowledged  before  an  officer 
authorized  to  take  the  proof  and  acknowledgments  of  deeds,  whose 
official  certificate  of  such  proof  or  acknowledgment  shall  be  endorsed 
upon  such  bond. 

5th.  When  the  bond  is  returned,  properly  executed,  the  Adjutant- 
General  will  enter  the  proper  order  for  the  loan  of  the  arms  and 
equipments  for  which  the  bond  is  given,  conditioned  that  the  Commis- 
sary-General be  made  satisfied  that  the  sureties  to  the  bond  are  free- 
holders of  the  county  where  the  applicant  resides,  and  are  responsible 
to  an  amount  equal  to  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  over  and  aoove  all 
debts  due  and  owing  from  them,  and  all  incumbrances  upon  their 
freeholds,  and  shall  q>prove  the  bond  by  his  official  endorsement 
thereon  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief ;  and  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Commissary-General,  and  he  is  instruc- 
ted accordingly,  in  case  he  shall  approve  the  bond  and  shall  loan  th^ 
arms  and  equipments,  to  take  a  detailed  receipt  from  the  applicant 
for  all  the  articles  and  property  delivered  to  him,  specifying  that  the 
delivery  is  made  in  pursuance  of  his  bond  of  the  date  named  and  of 
the  above  named  order. 

6th.  The  Commissary-General  will,  by  a  general  order  to  be  issued 
by  him  for  that  purpose,  name  the  day  for  the  annual  return  to  his 
department,  of  the  condition  of  the  arms  to  be  loaned  in  pursuance 
of  these  regulations,  required  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  bond, 
and  will  be  rigid  in  exacting  those  returns  ;  and  in  case  of  default, 
he  shall  demand  the  return  of  the  arms  and  equipments  ;  and  when- 
ever the  principal  in  any  one  of  those  bonds  shall  cease  to  be  the 
commandant  of  the  company  for  the  use  of  which  the  loan  was  made, 
and  a  knowledge  of  that  fact  shall  reach  him,  after  waiting  for  a  rea- 
sonable time  for  the  execution  and  deUvery  of  a  new  bond,  as  requir- 
ed by  the  condition  of  the  bond  given^  if  no  new  bond  ehould  be  re- 
ceived from  the  successor  of  the  principal  in  the  bond  filed,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commissary-General  to  demand  a  return  of  the 
arms  and  equipments. 

7th.  The  Adjutant-General  will,  at  least  once  in  each  year,  cause 
an  examination  of  the  records  of  his  office  to  be  made,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  what  commandants  of  companies  who  have  given  bonds  in 
pursuance  of  these  regulations  have  ceased  to  be  the  commandants 
of  the  companies  for  whose  use  the  loans  of  arms  were  made,  and 
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will  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Comimssary^General  of  the  names 
of  those  commandants  who  are  no  longer  in  commission  as  such,  to 
the  end  that  the  Commissary-General  may  be  able  to  determine 
whether  new  bonds  have  been  executed  by  their  successors  as  requir- 
ed  by  the  condition  of  the  bonds  filed. 

8tb.  The  Commissary-General  is  hereby  instructed,  in  all  cases 
where  the  returns  of  the  condition  of  the  arms  and  equipments  loaned 
are  made  as  required  by  the  condition  of  the  boi^ds,  to  lay  before  the 
Legislature,  in  connection  with  his  annual  report,  a  copy  of  such  re- 
turns and  statements,  or  an  abstract  prepared  from  them ;  and  in  case 
any  officer  fails  to  make  the  returns  and  statement  required,  to  ^ate 
that  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  officer,  and  the  location  and  description 
of  the  company  ;  and  further,  whenever  any  default  shall  be  made  in 
the  condition  of  any  one  of  the  said  bonds,  and  especially  by  failing 
to  return  the  arms  and  equipments  upon  a  demand,  and  in  a  condition 
proper  to  be  received  and  accepted  by  him,  it  shall  be  his  duty  and 
he  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to  deliver  the  bond  of  the  delinquent 
to  the  Attorney-General  to  be  prosecuted,  unless  some  good  and  valid 
reason  for  the  default  is  known  to  him. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant"  General. 


(  No.  2.  ) 
BOND. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  of  the 

town  of  in  the  county  of  and  State  of  New- 

York,  the  and  commanding  officer  of  a  uniform  company 

of  attached  to  the  regiment,  brigade,  and 

division  of  of  the  militia  of  the  said  2State,  And 

we,  of  the  town  of  and 

of  the  town  of  in  the  same  county  and  State  aforesaid, 

sureties  of  the  said  as  aforesaid,  are,  and  do  hereby 

acknowledge  ourselves  to  be  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  people 
of  the  State  of  New- York  in  the  penal  sum  of  •  ;  for 

the  payment  of  which  said  sum  well  and  truly  to  be  made  to  the  said 
people,  upon  any  default  in  the  condition  following,  we  jointly  and 
severally  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  and 
each  and  every  one  of  them,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with 
our  seals  and  dated  this  day  of  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas,  the 


*  This  blank  it  to  be  filed  b^  %  lum  equal  to  fSO,  for  each  musket  or  rifle  and  its  eqaipmrents, 
mad  a  pioyoriaoBaie  Ttlnatkm  rar  swords,  pisttds,  or  borse  eqoipage. 
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Commander-in-Chief  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New- York  ha«i 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  tfae  first  section  of  the  act  of  the 
Legislature,  entitled  **  An  act  to  enforce  the  laws  and  preserve  or- 
der,"  passed  April  15th,  1845,  upon  the  application  of  the  said 

as  aforesaid,  loaned  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  company  of 
under  his  command  with  the  equip- 

ments particularly  specified  in  the  receipt  of  the  said 
given  to  the  said  Commissary-General  for  the  said  arms  and  equip* 
ments,  from  the  public  arms  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  State, 
and  kept  in  the  public  arsenals  of  the  State  under  the  charge  of  the 
said  Commissary-General,  now  therefore,  if  the  said 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  demand  of  the  said  Commissary- General, 
or  of  any  other  officer  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  duly  authorized  to 
make  such  demand  by  any  law  of  the  State,  or  by  an  order  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  within  twenty  days  fronr  the  time  such  demand 
is  made,  return  to  the  State  arsenal  from  which  ihey  were  taken,  or 
to  such  other  State  arsenal  or  public  armory  as  shall  be  named  by 
the  officer  making  the  demand,  all  the  said  arms  and  equipments,  in 
good  order  and  condition,  and  in  no  way  damaged  or  injured,  but  as 
valuable  for  service  as  when  the  same  were  received  by  the  said 

as  aforesaid,  in  case  a  demand  for  the  said  arms 
and  equipments  shall  be  made  while  the  said  shall 

remain  in  commission  as  and  in  command  of  the  said 

company,  and  if  not,  then  if  the  said  shall  procure 

from  his  successor  in  office,  to  whom  the  said  arms  and  equipments 
shall  be  delivered  by  him,  a  bond  in  the  same  penalty  and  with  the 
same  conditions  as  this  bond,  and  properly  executed  by  him,  and  at 
least  two  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  said  Commissary-General, 
and  shall  cause  the  said  bond  so  executed  to  be  delivered  to  the  said 
Commissary-General  and  to  be  approved  by  him,  and  if  the  said 

shall  cause  to  be  provided  a  safe  and  secure  armory, 
or  other  place,  for  the  storing  and  keeping  of  the  said  arms  and  equip- 
ments dry  and  safe,  and  secure  from  injury  of  any  kind,  so  long  as 
they  shall  remain  in  his  charge  and  custody,  and  shall,  once  in  each 
year,  upon  such  day  as  shall  be  named  by  the  said  Commissary- 
Greneral  in  a  general  order,  make  return  to  the  said  Commissary- 
General  of  the  true  condition  of  the  said  arms  and  equipmenls,  in 
such  form  and  manner  as  the  said  Commissary-General  shall  direct, 
always  stating  the  place  where  the  said  arms  and  equipments  are  to 
be  kept  for  the  year  next  succeeding  the  date  of  such  return,  and 
shall  accompany  every  such  return  with  a  true  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  oelonging  to  his  said  company,  uniformed  and  equipped 
as  the  law  requires,  distinguishing  in  the  statement  the  commissioned 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  and  shall 
certify  such  return  and  statement  in  the  manner  in  which  miliiary  in- 
spection returns  are  required  by  law  to  be  certified  ;  and  if  the  said 

as  aforesaid  shall,  at  all  times,  without  any  de- 
mand, return  to  the  State  arsenal  from  whence  they  were  taken,  in 
good  order,  and  without  injury  or  damage  of  any  kind,  all  such  arms 
and  equipments,  loaned  to  him  from  the  State  by  virtue  faereofi  as 
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shall  be,  and  shall  have  been  for  one  year,  an  excess  in  number,  over 
and  above  the  number  of  men  belonging  to  his  company,  and  properly 
uniformed  and  equipped  according  to  law,  and  shall  obtain  the  receipt 
of  the  said  Commissary-General  for  the  arms  and  equipments  so  re« 
turned  to  and  accepted  by  him,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  or 
otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Signedj  seated,  and  delivered  > 
in  the  presence  of  y 


(  No.  3.  ) 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL'S   CERTIFICATE. 

Commissart-General's  Office. 

It  appearing  to  my  satisfiiction  that  the  foregoing  bond  is  drawn 
and  executed  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  established  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  under  ^  1  of  chap.  69«  of  the  laws  of  1845, 
and  that  the  sureties  are  freeholders  of  the  said  county  of 
and  are  fully  responsible  for  an  amount  equal  to  the  penalty  of  the 
said  bond,  over  and  above  any  debts  due  and  owing  from  them,  or 
charged  upon  their  real  estate,  I  do  hereby  approve  of  the  said  bond. 

Commissary-General  of  the 

State  of  NeW'  York. 

Endorsetnent* 

State  op  New-York,      > 

*  ss. 


.! 


County 

On  this  day  of  came  before  me 

personally  known  to  me  to  be  the  persons 
who  executed  the  within  bond,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they 
executed  the  same  for  the  uaes  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
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(  No.  4.  ) 
ORDER  ON  COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

State  of  Nsw-York»         ) 
Head  Quarter Sy  Albany y    '  184  .  > 

General  Orders. 

The  Commissary-General  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  loan, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  ''  An  act  to  enforce  the 
laws  and  preserve  order/'  passed  April  15th,  1845,  to 

of  the  town  of  in  the  county  of 

tat  the  use  of  his  company  of  attached  to  the 

regiment  brigade  and  division  of 

of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
and  the  usual  accompanying  equipments  for 
Thie  order,  however,  is  conditional  and  is  to  be  executed  only  in  case 
the  Commis8ary*General  shall  be  made  satisfied  that  the  sureties  to 
the  bond  executed  by  the  said  and 

and  as  his  sureties  are  freeholders  of  the  county  of 

where  the  said  resides,  and  ar« 

responsible  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  penalty  of  said  bond,  over  and 
above  all  debts  due  and  owing  from  them,  and  all  incumbrances  upon 
their  freeholds,  and  shall  approve  the  said  bond  by  his  official  en- 
dorsement thereon  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
And  in  case  the  said  Commissary-General  shall  approve  said  bond, 
and  loan  the  arms  and  equipmmts  herein  mentioned,  he  is  hereby  di 
rected  to  take  a  detailed  receipt  therefor  from  the  applicant  for  all  the 
aiticles  and  property  delivered  to  him,  specifying  tnat  the  deliv^  is 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  bond  of  the  date  named,  and  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant"  General. 


^* 
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(  No.  4.  ) 
ORDER  ON  COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

State  of  New-Yoek,         I 
Head  Quarters,  Albany ,    '  184  •  > 

General  Orders. 

The  Commissary-General  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  loan, 

Eursu&nt  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  enforce  the 
i^s  mnd  presenre  order^"  passed  April  1 5th,  1645,  to 
of  the  town  of  in  the  county  of 

fb^  the  use  of  his  company  of  attached  to  the 

regiment  brigade  and  division  of 

of  the  mihtia  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
and  the  usual  accompanying  equipments  for 
This  order,  however,  is  conditional  and  is  to  be  executed  only  in  case 
the  Commissary-General  shall  be  made  satisfied  that  the  suretiet  to 
the  bond  executed  by  the  said  and 

and  as  his  sureties  are  freeholders  of  the  county  of 

where  the  said  resides,  and  ar« 

responsible  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  penalty  of  said  bond,  over  and 
above  all  debts  due  and  owing  from  them,  and  all  incumbrances  upon 
their  freeholds,  and  shall  approve  the  said  bond  by  his  official  en- 
dorsement thereon  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
And  in  case  the  said  Commissary-General  shall  approve  said  bond, 
and  loan  the  arms  and  equipmmts  herein  mentioned,  he  is  hereby  di 
rected  to  take  a  detailed  receipt  therefor  from  the  applicant  for  all  the 
articles  and  property  delivered  to  him,  specifying  tiiat  the  delivery  is 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  bond  of  the  date  named,  and  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant'GeneraL 


^  / 


M  (AssniBtT 


(  No.  4.  ) 
ORDER  ON  COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

State  of  New- York,         j 
Head  Quarters,  Albany,    '  184  •  y 

•General  Orders. 

The  Commissary-General  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  loan, 

{liursu&nt  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  enforce  the 
aws  and  presenre  order/'  passed  April  15th,  1645,  to 

of  the  town  of  in  the  county  of 

fb^  the  use  of  his  company  of  attached  to  the 

regiment  brigade  and  diyision  of 

of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
and  the  usual  accompanying  equipments  for 
This  order,  however,  is  conditional  and  is  to  be  executed  only  in  ease 
the  Commissary-General  shall  be  made  satisfied  that  the  sureties  to 
the  bond  executed  by  the  said  and 

and  as  his  sureties  are  freeholders  of  the  county  of 

where  the  said  resides,  and  ar« 

responsible  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  penalty  of  said  bond,  over  and 
above  all  debts  due  and  owing  from  them,  and  all  incumbrances  upon 
their  freeholds,  and  shall  approve  the  said  bond  by  his  official  en- 
dorsement thereon  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
And  in  case  the  said  Commissary-General  shall  approve  said  bond, 
and  loan  the  arms  and  equipments  herein  mentioned,  he  it  hereby  di 
rected  to  take  a  detailed  receipt  therefor  from  the  applicant  for  all  the 
articles  and  property  delivered  to  him,  specifying  tliat  the  delivery  is 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  bond  of  the  date  named,  and  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant'  General. 
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No.  6.]  95 


RECAPITULATION. 

■ 

General  staffs • •••••  II 

Cavalry, ' *      3,849 

Artillery, »... 9,869 

Mantry, 141,436 

Riflemen, ^ 4,276 

Artillery,  dec.  attached  to  Infantry, •••••••••••       3,486 

162,427 


AdjuUmt-GeneraPs  Office^  Albany ^  January  6^  1846. 


THOI^  FARRINGTON, 

Adj.  Gen, 


[ABsembly,  No.  6.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  7. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  7,  1846. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Joiat  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  ap- 
pointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
the  Canal  and  Banking  Departments. 

To  the  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Craim, 

Speaker  of  the  Aatembly : 

Sur — ^The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  AwMtnUy  beg  leave 
to  mbaatt,  through  yoa,  their  report  to  the  Legialature. 

N.  COE, 

8.  6.  SEARS. 


[Amemlltf,  No.  7.]  l  [a.  n.  &  2S0] 


REPORT. 


* 


TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YOttK. 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  appointed  undef 
the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  relating  to  the  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
€ccount8,  and  the  Canal  and  Banking  Departments,'*  passed  May  25, 
18419  haying  made  such  examination  as  the  law  requires^  report  the 

result  of  their  investigations  to  the  Legislature. 

* 

First  The  committee  have  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers 
relating  to  all  moneys  received  into  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury, 
daring  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1845,  and  do 
certify  and 

REPORT : 

That  there  was  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing the  30th  September,  1644,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  last 
joint  committee,  dated  December  dlst,  1844,  and  also  as  appears  by 
the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  dated  December  8th,  1845,  the  sum 
ti  ninetjT-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents, •  % »*•  ..^i.  •»%•  ...^         $99,737  26 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30th,  1845, 
there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  from  all  sources, 
as  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  books  and  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  Comptroller,  the  sum  of  four  millions 
nine  hundred  and  thirty- three  thousand  seventy-* 
seven  dollars  and  two  cents, •«••  »•»•  »«te*    $4|933,077  08 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  five  millions  thirty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and 

twenty^eight  cents, •••••••.•«•••••      5,082,814  28 

forward^  ••»*•••••••••••••  »•••  $ 


4  [Amsemmly 

Brought  forward, .  • |5,032,814  28 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  September,  1845, 
there  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  by  virtue  of 
warrants  of  the  Comptroller,  the  sum  of  four  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  eighty-six  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,      4,886,493  81 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  September  30th,  1845,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents, 1 146,390  97 

It  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  dated  October 
1,  1849,  that  Uiere  was  deposited  in  that  bank  at  the  close  of  the  fis- 
cal year  ending  September  30th,  1 845,  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  State,  the  sum  of  twenty-thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-two  dollars 
and  sixty-four  cents, $20,952  64 

By  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  dated  December 
8th,  1 845,  it  appears  there  had  been  deposited  in  that 
bank,  but  not  certified  into  the  Treasury,  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  thirt}'-eight 
cents, $860  38 

Alao»  that  checks  numbers  267,  294,  295 
and  296  were  outstanding  at  the  close  of 
said  fiscal  year,  amounting  to  eight  thou- 
sand forty-nine  dollars  and  three  cents,     8,049  08 

8,929  41 


Leaving  in  said  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  at 
the  close  of  said  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  twelve  thou* 
sand  twenty-th^e  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents,  ••••     $12,023  23 

Carried  forward,  ••• f««...«««».*«.     $12^023  23 


No.  7.]  5 

Brought  forward^  • « $12,023  28 

It  appears  by  the  bank  book  of  the  Treasurer,  with  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Albany,  and  written  up  by  that 
bank,  that  there  was  deposited  in  said  bank  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  diousand  eight 
hundred  and  seyenty-seyen  dollars  and  ninety-nine 
cenU, $204,877  99 

By  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  da- 
ted December  Bth,  1845,  it  appears 
that  there  was  outstanding  drafts  of  the 
Treasurer,  drawn  by  yirtue  of  warrants 
of  the  Comptroller  on  that  bank,  but 
not  paid  by  said  bank  at  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  to  the  amount  of  se- 
yenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  and  twenly-five  cents, 70,580  25 

Leaving  in  that  bank  on  deposit,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents, $134,297  74 

Making  a  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  in  the  said  two  banks  together,  after  sufficient 
deductions  to  pay  the  outstanding  checks  of  the  Trea- 
surer, the  sum  of  one  hundred  forty  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven 
cenU $146,320  97 


And  that  the  balance  was  deposited  on  that  day  as  the  law  directs. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  under 
the  met  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State,  passed  May  14,  1639,  and  also  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Comptroller  dated  December  6th,  1845,  that  there  was  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  State  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1845,  the  time  when 
the  present  incumbent  came  into  office,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  ninety-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and 
fifty-two  cenU, $396,794  62 

Carried  forward, ^ $896,794  M 


i .  [AnSMBLT 

Brought  forwud»  •...• tSOe^TQi  58 

Subsequent  to  the  6th  of  Febrnaiy,  1845,  and  up  to  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  80th  of  Sep* 
tember,  1 845;  there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  from 
all  sources  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  the  sum  of 
three  millions  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  twenty*two  dollars  and  twenty-one  cent8,f3, 184,622  21 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  three  millions  five  hundred 
and  eighty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  •••• 3,581 ,41 6  73 

•  

During  the  same  period,  from  the  6th  February,  1845, 
up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1845,  there  was  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  by  virtue  of  warrants  of  the  Comptroller, 
the  sum  of  three  millions  four  hundred  thirty-five 
thousand  ninety-five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents,*  •$3,435,095  76 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
ending  September  30th,  1845,  as  before  stated,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents, $146,320  97 

The  committee  have  also  compared  the  various  warrants  drawn 
by  the  Comptroller  on  the  Treasurer,  with  the  several  laws  under 
which  the  same  purport  to  have  been  drawn ;  and  do  certify  and 
report,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  Comptroller  had  power  to  draw  such 
warrants,  except  in  the  cases  hereinafter  mentioned. 

There  is  a  class  of  warrants  dfawn,  amounting  to  a  few  hundred 
dollars  for  repairing  the  Capitol,  walks  in  the  park,  manure,  ice.  and 
the  law  of  1832,  page  212  referred  to  as  authority  for  making  the  ex-> 
penditures. 

• 

The  joint  committee  of  the  last  year,  reported  this  class  of  expen- 
ditures  to  be  unauthorized  by  the  authority  cited,  with  which  opanion 
the  committee  coincide,  and  for  the  reason  then  urged. 

These  expenditures  seem  to  be  necessary,  and  should  be  provided 
for  by  law. 


No.  7.]  Y 

An  **  account  for  expenses  consequent  upon  the  funeral  of  General 
Jackson,  for  muslin  for  dressing  the  Capital  and  New  State  Hall/' 
Tiz.  287  yards  black  cambric  at  9  cents  per  yard,  925 .  83  has  been 
paid  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  and  page 
212,  laws  of  1832,  cited  as  authority.  In  the  opinion  of  the  commit* 
tee,  the  Comptroller  had  no  power  to  draw  this  warrant,  for  the  reason 
that  the  law  cited,  alludes  to  no  such  expenditures,  and  any  other  act 
in  the  statute  might  have  been  cited  with  just  as  much  propriety  as 
that. 

Chapter  310,  sec.  3,  of  the  laws  of  1842,  provides  that  ''  fuel  and 
stationery  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  for  the  several 
State  officers  and  fuel  to  be  used  in  the  Capitol  so  far  as  probable  es« 
timates  thereof  for  a  year  or  a  less  period  can  be  made,  shall  be  pur- 
chased by  the  Comptroller  on  sealed  proposals,  to  be  received  on 
public  notice."  • 

Under  the  above  law,  the  Comptroller  has  furnished  all  the  station* 
ery  for  the  Legislature.  Knives,  he  has  contended,  is  not  an  article 
of  stationery  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  These  have  uniformly, 
since  1842,  been  furnished  by  the  Clerk,  by  virtue  of  resolutions  an* 
nually  passed. 

Last  year  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  read  as  follows  : 

**  Resoltyed^  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish  the  membersi 
officers  and  reporters  of  the  House,  with  all  usual  and  proper  station* 
ery,  and  that  the  expenses  be  defrayed  out  ot  the  contingent  fund  of 
of  the  House." 

Subsequently  the  following  r^dution  was  passed  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  furnish  each  of  the  messengers  with  a 
knife,  as  good  as  those  of  the  members,  and  that  the  expense  thereof 
be  defrayed  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House." 

la  carrying  out  these  resolutions  of  the  House,  the  Clerk  furnished 
two  hundred  and  seven  knives,  costing  $872  •00. 


•  [AsflSMBLT 

The  foUowing  penoni  were  entitled  to  km?eft  under  the  resoia* 
tioniy  via  : 

Members  of  AesemUy, ••  1S8 

Clerk  and depotiee^ •••• • ••  ••  fl 

Door  keepers,  •••  •  ••• • ••••«•••  8 

8ergeant-at*annS| • . •  •  «• •••• •••  1 

Reporters,  •••• ••• •• 7 

Messengers,* ••••••••••• 6 

Total, 150 

Which  taken  from  207,  the  number  purchased,  leares  57,  which  at 
the  cost  of  $102  •  43  were  purchased  and  paid  for,  as  the  coomuttee 
belioTO,  without  authority  of  law,  for  the  reason  that  none  but  the 
persons  or  classes  named  in  the  resolutions,  can  be  embraced  in  its 
proTisions ;  and  usual  and  proper  articles  of  stationery,  if  construed  to 
include  kniTes,  cannot  be  supposed  to  mean  more  than  one  knife  to 
each  person* 

The  committee  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  if  kniTOs  are  to 
be  furnished  to  the  members  and  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  provision 
should  be  made  by  law  for  its  being  done  by  the  Comptroller,  as  sta* 
tionery  is  now  Airnished,  which  would  be  a  saying  to  the  State. 

Among  the  expenditures  of  the  office  of  die  Secretary  of  State  we 
find  the  Comptroller's  warrant  for  two  ddlars,  to  pay  for  printing  two 
hundred  ballots  for  President  and  Vice  President,  dated  Norember 
S9th,  1844.  Chap.  9,  Tide  1,  Sec.  18,  Retised  Sttitutes,  is  cited  as 
authority,  which  is,  **  The  expenses  of  the  necessary  fiurniture,  sta^ 
tionery,  firewood,  book-binding,  printing  and  postage  for  the  offices  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  die  Gomptp^ler,  the  Treasurer  and  die  Sur- 
reyor-General,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury.  An  account  of  the 
items  of  such  expenses  shall  be  annexed  to  each  warrant  to  be  drawn 
therefor." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Comptroller  had  no  power 
to  draw  this  warrant,  for  the  reason  that  the  printing  of  ballots  cannot 
belong  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 


Canal  department.  ^ 


Af  required  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  the  committee 
haye  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fundi 
the  Canal  Commissioners,  the  superintendents  of  repairs,  the  coUec* 
tors  of  tolls,  and  all  other  accounts  kept  in  the  Canal  Department,  and 

REPORT : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  receipts  and  dtsborskmenU 
haye  been  made  according  to  the  proyisions  of  law,  except  in  the 
cases  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  annexed  statement  shows  the  condition  of  those  accounts,  to* 
getiber  with  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  on  account  of  each,  and 
eyery  canal  and  improyement  respectiyely. 


v 


THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  ACCOUNTS  OP  THE  COM* 
MISSIONERS  OF  THfi  CANAL  FUND. 

Inhere  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund 
en  the  80th  day  of  September,  1844,  as  appears  by  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  joint  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasu* 
rer,  dec,  (No.  4,  Assembly  Documents,  page  10,)  the  sum  of  three 
millions  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  forty*siz 
dollars  and  forty-six  cents, $8,862,846  46 

Since  that  period  there  has  been  receiyed  6n  aceount 
of  the  following  fiindsy  yis : 

Sinking  fund, •.•••   $519,135  53 

Fond  for  the  redemption  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canal  stock ••••••       61,606  OT 


an 


Carried  forward, $  $ 

[Assembly,  No.  7.]  8 


10  lAmnaa 

Brought  Jbnrardy f                   • 

Erie  canal  enlargement, •  154,077  05 

Erie  and  Champlain  canals, 2,237,298  55 

Oswego  canal, ••.•••••  50,716  83 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, ••  27,384  82 

Chemung  canal • 19,042  20 

Crooked  Lake  canal, • 805  56 

Chenango  canal, •••••  22,829  35 

Black  River  canal, 38,000  00 

■ 

Genesee  Valley  canal • •       74,103  17 

Oneida  Lake  canal, ••••  428  66 

Materials  of  the  enlargement,  Black 
River  canal  and  Genesee  Valley  ca- 
nal         13,617  84 

3,209,045  63 

Making  a  total  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Commis- 
sioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  of i...  $6,471,892  09 

Payments* 

It  appears  from  the  vouchers  that  the  amount  of  pay- 
ments  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Canal  Fund,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

On  account  of  redemption  of  Erie  and  Champlain  ca- 
nal stock,  11,317,428  11 

do        Erie  canal  enlargement,  •  •  705,239  58 
do        Erie  and  Champlain  ca- 
nals   1,023,502  52 

do        Oswego  canal, 67,605  89 

do        Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  25,760  58 

do        Chemung  canal, 53,729  05 

do        Crooked  Lake  canal,  •  •  •  •  1 0,853  67 

do        Chenango  canal,  139,919  77 

do        Black  River  canal, •  1 24,220  55 

do        Genesee  Valley  canal,* ••  282,717  17 

do        Oneida  Lake  canal, 3,906  45 

do       Oneida  River  improvement,  3,588  94 


Carried  forward, $  $ 


\ 


Mo.  7.)  II 

Brought  forwtrd, t  9 

On  account  of  materials  for  the  enlarge- 

menty  Black  River  canal 
and  Genesee  Valley  ca- 
nal   689  75 

8,759,162  03 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal 
Fund,  SOth  September,  1846, $2,712,730  06 

The  above  amount  is  invested  and  deposited  as  follows,  ti2 : 

Loan  to  the  city  of  Albany $30,000  00 

Invested  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  Chenango  5*8,  1845,  713,435  44 

do                   do                in  New-York  5\  1 862,  145,000  00 
do    in  Bank  Fund  stock,  under  chap.  1 14,  laws 

1845 ••  170,448  02 

do    in  notes  of  brd^en  banks, 2,066  00 

Deposited  in  sundry  banks,  as  appears  by  their  certifi- 
cates, .•» 1,651,780  60 

•2.712,730  06 


In  May,  1843,  by  the  verbal  direction  of  the  then  acting  Canal  Com- 
missioner (B.  Enos)  a  repair  was  made  on  the  Black  River  canal,  ten 
miles  north  of  Rome,  at  a  cost  of  t70.41.  This  repair  has  been 
shown  to  have  been  urgently  required,  but  there  was  then  no  law  pn^ 
Tuling  for  repairs  on  that  canal,  and  the  Canal  Board  declined  to  audit 
the  account* 

In  the  fall  of  1844  this  account  was  audited  and  paid  by  direction 
of  the  Canal  Board,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  278,  laws  of  1844. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  payment  was  not  authorixed 
by  any  provision  of  law,  for  the  following  reasons  :  the  only  law  to 
which  reference  is  made  as  authority,  and  by  the  provisions  of  which 
the  funds  were  obtained,  was  passed  long  after  the  repair  was  made  ; 
and  although  that  act  does  give  authority  to  the  Commissioners,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Canal  Board,  to  protect  and  secure  from  injury, 
dec.  works  on  the  unfinished  canals,  it  does  not  authorize  the  payment 
(tf  debts  already  incurred. 
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Among  the  TOQchert  of  Sylveeler  Rioo»  a  toporiotMideiit  of  repdn 

on  the  Champlain  canal,  is  the  following  : 

*' For  account  of  one  month's  pay,  as  foreman  of  masons'  bnilding 
new  lock  on  Wood  creek,  allowed  by  consent  of  the  Commissioner,'* 
(N.  Jones)  **  on*account  of  my  breaking  my  arm  in  a  fall  wliile  engaged 
at  that  work,  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1S45.    939  •00." 


It  appears  from  the  explanations  of  the  Commissioner  that  this 
was  calculated  to  awaken  sympathy,  and  that  charity  had  a  very  pro- 
per direction ;  yet  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  payment 
was  not  authorised  by  law,  for  the  reason  that  they  know  of  no  law 
authorising  the  payment  of  moneys  except  for  consideration,  and  no 
authority  of  law  is  referred  to  authorising  the  payment  of  said  charge. 
Notwithstanding  the  certificate  of  the  Canal  Commissioner,  it  should 
not  have  been  allowed  to  the  Superintendent  on  the  ao^it  of  his  ac- 
counti  by  the  Canal  Department. 

The  authority  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  employ  clerks,  is 
section  15,  article  2,  title  9,  chapter  9,  part  1,  of  the  Revised  Sta- 
tutes, as  follows :  "  The  Board"  [of  Canal  Commissioners] ''  may  em- 
ploy such  and  so  many  agents,  engineers,  draftsmen,  surveyors,  and 
other  persons  as  they  may  judge  necessary  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  as  commissioners,  and  shall  pay  such  compensa* 
tion  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable  to  each  person  so  employed."  On 
the  20th  February,  1845,  previous  to  which  there  seems  to  have  been 
no  action  of  the  Board  on  the  subject,  the  following  resolutton  was 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  : 

**  Resolved,  That  so  far  as  a  Canal  Commissioner  shall  have  occa- 
sion, in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  for  the  services  of  a  clerk,  he  be 
and  is  hereby  authorised  to  employ  a  person  for  that  purpose ;  and  if 
a  person  so  employed  as  clerk  belong  to  the  engineer  corps,  he 
should  be  paid  the  amount  of  such  service  distinctly  as  such  clerk." 

The  practice  has  been,  both  before  and  since  ths  passage  of  the 
above  resolution,  for  a  Commissioner,  at  his  own  discretion,  to  employ 
a  clerk  for  such  part  or  the  whole  of  the  time  as  he  thinks  necessary, 
fix  the  amount  of,  and  pay  his  compensation,  which  has  been  allowed 
to  the  Commissioner  in  the  audit  of  his  accounts  at  the  Department. 
The  committee  are  not  satisfied  that  such  accounts,  previous  to  the 
passage  of  the  above  resolution,  should  have  been  so  audited,  for  the 
reason  that  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  to  whom  alone  the 
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autfaority  to  employ  agents  was  giren,  had  not  acted  on  the  sol 
Neither  are  they  satisfied  that  the  audit  of  such  accounts  is  now  an* 
tborisedy  for  the  reason  that  although  the  Board  of  Canal  Commis* 
sioners,  (and  it  may  be  they  hare  the  power,)  have  authorised  the  se* 
Teral  Commissioners  to  employ  clerks,  they  have  still,  (and  the  com* 
mittee  think  with  great  propriety,)  reserved  to  themselves  the  sole 
right  to  fix  *'  such  compensation  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable." 
The  law  most  evidently  contemplates  the  action  of  the  Board,  not  only 
ss  to  the  question  of  the  employment  of  the  clerk,  but  also  as  to  what 
is  a  reasonable  salary. 

Daniel  P.  Bissell  ceased  to  be  an  acting  Canal  Commissioner  on 
the  third  day  of  February,  1 845.  Subsequent  to  that  time  he  conti- 
nued a  clerk  in  his  employ  three  months,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars 
per  month,  and  certified  to  the  account.  This  account  was  paid  by 
acting-commissioner  Clark,  to  whom  it  was  audited  and  paid  at  the 
Canal  Department.  The  committee  are  more  strongly  of  opinion  that 
this  last  account  should  not  have  been  so  audited,  for  the  following 
reason,  in  addition  to  those  already  suggested.  A  non-acting  Canal 
Commissioner  could  scarcely  have  any  duties  to  perform  that  would 
require  a  clerk  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  quoted. 

If  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  shall  retain  a  control  over 
the  **  reasonable  compensatiob  ^  of  such  agents,  and  especially  if  (hey 
shall  resume  and  exercise  a  control  over  their  needful  employment, 
more  equality,  and,  on  some  of  the  canals,  a  considerable  reduction 
of  this  kind  of  expenses  may  be  anticipated. 

A  large  amount  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys 
is  upon  the  canals.  Around  these  expenditures  the  Department  have 
probably  placed  as  many  checks  and  guards,  as  the  system,  under  the 
present  statutory  provisions,  admits  of,  and  yet  the  examinations  of  the 
eommittee  have  satisfied  them  that  economy  and  faithfulness  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  are  not  as  well  secured  as  they  might 
and  should  be. 

There  are  twenty-two  si^perinteodenis  of  repairs  upon  all  the  ca* 
nab,  through  whom  immense  sums  of  money  are  expended.  In  1835 
a  circular  was  drawn  up  by  the  Comptroller  and  addres5ied  to  the  se- 
fejal  superintendents,  contaiiiing  very  salutary  and  stringent  directioQS 
as  to  tiietr  disbursemenu  and  voucben.    TMq  directions  are  i|ub* 
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■tantiftlly  in  force  yet,  and  probably  admit  of  but  little  improTement 
under  the  present  law. 

Section  120,  page  222,  Yol.  1,  second  edition  of  the  Revised  Sta« 
tutes,  provides  that  **  before  any  superintendent's  account  for  expen* 
ditures  shall  be  presented  to  the  Comptroller,  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioner having  charge  of  that  part  of  the  canal  on  which  such  superin* 
tendent  is  employed,  shall  certify  to  such  accounts,  that  he  has  exam* 
ined  the  same,  that  the  several  disbursements  specified  therein  were 
made  under  his  direction  on  the  canal,  or  for  repairs  necessary  to  be 
made  thereon,  and  that  he  believes  such  disbursements  to  be  proper 
and  reasonable,  and  to  have  been  made  as  charged." 

This  certificate  is  exceedingly  well  guarded.  To  make  it  under- 
standingly  requires  great  familiarity  with  the  expenditures.  But  it 
must  be  made  before  the  superintendent's  accoimts  can  be  audited. 
If  the  Commissioner  should  refuse  to  certify,  the  effect  might  be  dis* 
astrous.  Having  full  confidence  in  the  honesty,  faithfulness,  and  eco- 
nomical habits  of  the  superintendent,  he  might  perhaps  regard  the 
certificate  as  a  mere  form  of  words,  made  necessary  by  the  statute, 
and  without  much  intimacy  with  the  expenditures,  or  perhaps  with 
the  truthfulness  of  the  vouchers,  give  the  official  sanction  of  his  name, 
which  is  a  passport  into  the  Treasury,  it  may  be  for  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. How  frequently  this  construction  is  put  upon  the  certificate,  or 
whether  usually,  the  committee  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Their  investigations  leave  no  manner  of  doubt  but  that  on  some  oc* 
casions  lack  of  intimacy  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner  with  the 
expenditures  deprives  his  certificate  of  any  practical  value.  Various 
circumstances  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  sometimes  given  with 
very  little  or  no  investigation  into  the  nature  of  the  expenditures  or 
knowledge  concerning  tl»em.  Often,  if  not  usually,  it  is  done  without 
the  superintendent  being  present,  yet  his  personal  explanations  would 
seem  to  be  necessary.  Many  of  the  vouchers  are  so  vague  and  inde- 
finite that  no  indications  are  given  as  to  where  the  materials  were 
needed,  or  for  what  use,  or  whether  for  the  public  service  at  all. 
Sometimes  there  is  a  very  great  diversity  of  prices  apparently  for  the 
same  labor,  or  for  the  same  kind  of  materials.  Kzplanations  have 
been  sought  from  such  of  the  acting  Commissioners  as  the  committee 
have  had  access  to.  These  enquiries  have  uniformly  found  a  most 
frank  response.    Yet,  in  various  cases,  the  knowledge  of  the  Com* 
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missioner  leemed  not  to  reach  behind  the  Toncher;  Tliere  was  evi- 
dently no  intimacy  with  the  expenditare  or  knowledge  concerning  it/ 
^o  intimation  is  here  intended  to  be  made  that  wages  or  materials 
were  too  high  or  unequal,  but  only  that  the  personal  explanation  of 
the  superintendent  is  needful  before  the  Commissioner  can,  under* 
standingly,  certify  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Toucher  or  economy  of 
the  expenditure. 

On  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal,  it  is  now  yery  well  ascertained,  that 
two  superintendents  were  engaged  in  a  system  of  frauds  upon  the 
Treasury,  for  years.  These  frauds  amount,  it  is  supposed,  from  the 
inrestigations  in  the  canal  department,  to  about  five  thousand  dollars. 
They  consisted  in  pretended  payments  for  labor  never  performed,  and 
for  materials  never  furnished.  These  papers  were,  on  their  face,  all 
right,  and  came  to  the  department  authenticated  by  the  solemn  official 
certificate  (in  the  words  quoted)  of  the  Canal  Commissioner  having 
that  canal  in  charge,  which  certificate  clearly  indicates  that  the  certi* 
fying  officer  was  familiar  with  the  expenditures,  and  had  examined, 
thoroughly,  the  vouchers ;  and  yet  these  frauds  were  of  such  a  na- 
ture and  extent,  that  it  would  seem  difficult  to  understand  how  a  faith- 
ful and  scrutinizing  supervision  could  have  existed  without  their  ex» 
posure. 

The  committee  have  here  indicated,  briefly  as  possible,  the  kind  of 
eridcnce  which,  during  the  course  of  their  examinations,  has  con- 
vinced them  that  the  guard  which  the  Legislature  has  cautiously 
placed  around  this  i:lass  of  disbursements  has,  in  some  cases  at  least, 
entirely  failed  or  been  evaded.  How  firequently,  it  is  not  essential  for 
the  purposes  of  this  exposure,  to  enquire.  Our  object  is  not  to  ac- 
cuse or  implicate  public  officers,  but  expose  defects  which  we  think 
we  have  found  to  exist  in  the  law  or  its  administration,  and  which 
need  amendment.  The  sore  is  exhibited  that  it  may  be  healed.  If 
the  security  of  the  Commissioner's  certificate  has  failed,  or  been 
evaded  in  some  cases,  it  may  be  in  others,  when  the  interest  or  cupi- 
dity of  a  disbursing  officer  makes  it  necessary.  The  security  having 
failed,  the  certificate  is,  at  most,  of  only  doubtful  value ;  and  we  have 
a  class  of  disbursing  officers,  through  whom  very  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney are  annually  expended,  and  over  whom  there  may  be  little  or  no 
practical  check  or  control. 
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If  the  preseat  system  of  sapttnrision  is  to  be  tsatiniiedy  some 
amendments  are  very  natnrally  suggested. 

There  ere  three  acting  Canal  CdnimisaioAerSy  whof  severally,  re* 
ceiTe  an  annual  salary  ot  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  No  allowance  is 
made  for  travelling  expenses*  The  commissioner^  in  the  discharge  of 
his  official  duties,  must  travel  on  his  own  charges,  which  is  a  deduction 
of  his  expenses  from  his  annual  salary.  This  looks  very  much 
like  a  bribe  placed  before  him,  to  induce  him  to  neglect  his  duty.  If 
his  wages  are  too  high,  reduce  them ;  but  pay  him  a  sum,  by  way  of 
travel  fees,  that  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  his  economical  expenses, 
when  his  official  duty  requires  him  to  travel  on  the  bosom  of  the  ca- 
nal or  the  toepath.  Such  travel  fees  should  be  limited  to  a  reasona- 
ble amount,  say  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  commissioner  should  be  required  to  examine  the  vouchers  t6 
which  his  certificate  gives  credit,  in  the  presence  of  the  superinten- 
dent. The  form  of  the  certificate  might  be  so  changed  as  to  show  oh 
its  face  that  such  an  examination  had  been  so  made. 

There  are  714  miles  of  navigable  canals  in  the  State,  which,  divi- 
ded among  the  three  acting  commissioners,  would  give  in  charge  to 
each  238  miles.  By  devoting  his  whole  time  faithfully  to  the  public 
services,  as  'tis  presumed  the  law  contemplates,  each  commissioner 
Would  easily  pass  over  the  whole  line  of  canal  under  his  charge 
nionthly,  giving  it  a  scrutinizing  examination  as  he  goes  along.  He 
would  have  to  travel,  on  an  average,  less  than  nine  miles  a  ci^y.  He 
would,  of  course,  go  in  company  with  his  superintendents  over  their 
seveml  sections,  and  thus  be  able  to  give  them,  on  the  spot,  the  pro- 
per directions.  The  condition  of  his  whole  charge  would  be  all  the 
while  familiar,  and  he  might  know,  by  his  own  memorandums,  the 
niUnber  of  regular  hands  in  the  squad  of  each  foreman,  and,  nearly^ 
what  materials  are  needed  at  every  point,  and  would  hardly  fail  to 
detect  fraudulent  vouchers,  in  whatever  shape  they  might  appear. 
The  personal  questioning  of  the  superintendents,  as  to  such  discre- 
tiohary  expenditures  as  must  occasionally  be  made,  together  with  the 
commissioner's  personal  knowledge,  would  always  enable  him  to 
make  his  certificate  understandingly,  and  so  make  it  an  undoubted 
tnithiul  statement. 
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If  the  kw  should  make  it  the  dnty  of  each  acting  Canal  Commia« 
sioner  to  examine  personally  the  whole  length  of  the  canal  under  his 
charge,  at  least  once  in  two  months,  during  the  season  of  navigation, 
it  might  perhaps  be  sufficient.  He  would  then  make  his  tour  month* 
ly»  or  give  a  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  localities  where  his  personal 
attendance  should  be  more  needed* 

The  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  examinations,  have  noticed 
other  things  which  are  susceptible  of  improvement  in  the  expendi* 
tores  on  the  canals.  Very  considerable  amounts  of  money  are  paid 
out  on  verbal  contracts.  Contracts,  unless  the  work  is  very  incon* 
siderable,  should  be  in  writing,  and  competition  should  be  invited. 
'When  practicable  they  should  be  on  sealed  proposals.  The  reasons 
are  obvious  why  this  competition  should  be  encouraged.  One,  which 
readily  suggests  itself,  is  the  manner  in  which  the  superintendents 
sometimes  get  their  appointment.  A  candidate  gets  up  a  recommen* 
dation,  which  is  circulated,  and  signatures  obtained,  and  presented  to 
the  Canal  Board,  by  whom  the  appointment  is  made.  The  superin* 
tendent,  in  his  expenditures,  may  be  strongly  tempted  to  favor  those 
friends  who  assisted  him  in  getting  his  place,  if,  indeed,  he  was 
under  no  previous  agreement  to  do  so. 

The  committee  have  no  knowledge  that  such  favoritism  has  been 
shown ;  still,  where  the  temptation  exists,  the  opportunities  should  be 
abridged  as  far  as  possible. 

In  examining  the  accounts  of  the  various  disbursing  officers,  a  not 
tobemistalfen  difference  of  economy  in  the  expenditures  of  the  public 
moneys  is  apparent.  Individuals  might  be  named,  whose  papers  evi- 
dence honesty  and  frugality. 

A  difference  in  this  respect  will,  to  some  extent,  exist,  notwithstand- 
ing what  can  be  done  by  legislation.  Only  few  men  will  use  the 
people's  money  as  frugally  as  they  would  their  own.  That  system 
which  secures  the  most  thorough  supervision,  by  competent  men,  and 
the  most  rigid  accountability,  is  the  best. 

No  class  of  agents  in  our  canal  system  seem  to  have  been  so  much 
neglected  in  legislation  as  engineers.  They  have  very  little  accoun- 
tability  or  responsibility.  Upon  their  estimates,  works  to  the  amount 
of  many  millions  of  dollars  have  been  commenced.     They  are 
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made  the  mapirefy  and  their  dedsioiie  final,  in  qnealions  between 
the  State  and  indiTiduala,  inToIving  very  large  amounts  of  money, 
and  yet  act  without  even  the  solemnity  of  an  oath.  Experience  cer* 
tainly  does  not  prove,  that,  of  the  agents  by  and  through  whom  the 
public  expenditures  are  made,  this  class,  as  to  economy,  integrity, 
disinterestedness,  and  knowledge  of  the  business  entrusted  to  them, 
are  more  to  be  confided  in  than  all  others. 

The  report  of  the  joint  committee,  made  the  11th  January,  1843, 
(Assembly  Document  No.  18),  explains  this  subject  veiy  properly 
and  fully,  to  which  the  conunittee  inrite  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  much  regret  to  the  undersigned,  that  an 
appointment  to  a  responsible  office,  by  the  General  Government,  has 
deprived  them  of  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  member 
of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the  only  one  of  their 
number  who  had  any  previous  experience  in  similar  examinations. 
Constituting  a  majority  of  the  committee,  however,  they  have  endea* 
vored  to  make  such  faithful  examinations  in  the  several  departments 
as  the  law  requires. 

The  suggestions  of  the  committee  as  to  legislative  action,  may  not 
be  within  the  letter  of  such  requirements,  yet  were  so  strongly  indi- 
cated, during  the  course  of  their  investigation,  that  they  could  not 
make  it  consist  with  their  duty  to  the  Legislature  and  the  people  to 
say  less.  All  along  they  have  been  aided  by  the  most  firank  and 
cheerful  explanations  of  the  officers  in  the  several  departments,  whose 
daties,  it  gives  the  undersigned  much  pleasure  to  add,  appear  to  have 
been  discharged  with  ability  and  faithfulness. 
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BANKING  DEPARTMENT. 


Ab  required  by  the  teeond  section  of  the  act  tforetaidy  the  commit* 
tee  hare  examined  the  condition  of  the  Banking  Department^  pursu- 
ant to  the  act  passed  May  14,  1840,  and 

REPORT : 

That  they  hate  examined  the  securities  deposited  in  the  Comptrol* 
ler^s  office  by  banking  associations  and  individual  bankers,  together 
with  books  and  papers  therein  relating  to  the  business  of  banking, 
from  which  they  are  enabled  to  report  the  true  state  and  condition  of 
that  department  to  the  Legislature. 

Sevens-two  associations  and  individual  bankers  are  now  dcing  bu- 
siness, with  a  nominal  capital  of  •7,293,780*77.  Upon  which  has 
been  issued  circulating  notes  to  the  amount  of  t6,442,045. 

These  securities  consist  of  the  following  stocks,  dec. 

New-Tork  4(  per  cent  stock, 9218,876  66 

«        6        «  "      2,135,118  58 

"        5^      «  "      441,000  00 

«         6        "  "      466,692  00 

«        7        "  «      644,880  00 

•3,805,462  09 

United  States  6  per  cent  stock, 955,000  00 

"  6        "        "      60,000  00 

106|000  00 

Indiana  State  stocks,*...  «•» 9168,000  00 

Illinois  **  613,000  00 

Arkansas,      ''  499,000  00 

Alabama       ''  34,000  00 

Michigan      "  600,298  60 

^   91,^04,293  60 

Carriodforwaxd, 96,614,766  69 


/ 


it 


to  [AaSBMBtT 

Brought  forward, |5,614J55  69 

Gash  deposited • 22,436  10 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 1,655,588  98 

•7,292,780  77 

Circulation  on  the  above, $6,442,045  00 

(See  Schedule  A.) 

Increase  of  New-Tork  State  Stocks,  9740,556  71 

bonds  and  mortgages,  •  • .       75,062  1 1 

cash  on  deposit, 8,291  39 

$828,910  21 

"^  ' '   ■ 

Decrease  of  Indiana  State  stocks, 912,000 

"     Illinois,  «  5,000 

«'     Arkansas,      "  43,000 

«     Maine,  •«  40,000 

"     Michigan,      "  15,000 

$115,000  00 

The  Long  Island  Bank,  whose  charter  expired  during  the  last  year, 
has  organized,  and  is  now  doing  business  under  the  General  Banking 
Law,  and  has  deposited  the  following  New^York  State  stocks,  viz : 

New- York  State  5  per  cent  stock, $11 0,000 

"6  "  9,000 

"7  "  15,000 

$134,000  00 

Circulating  notes  issued  on  the  above, $  1 34,000  00 

One  association,  and  two  individual  bankers,  have  commenced  bu- 
siness  since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  as  follows  : 

Merchants'  Bank,  in  Poughkeepsie  (an  association). 
Hungerford's  Bank,  Adams,  Jefiferson  county.  \ 
Kirkland  Bank,  Clinton,  Oneida  county. 

• 

And  have  deposited  the  following  securities,  viz  : 
New-York  State  S  per  cent  stock,  ..••.•••.    $30,000 


<c 


6  "  85,000 

"  7  "  68,000 

Bonda  and  mortgages,    •••• , 25,000 


»^ 


•«)8,000  00 


k 


No.  7.1  21 

Circulating  notes  issued  on  the  aboye,  •  •  •  •  • •200,000  00 

The  circulating  notes  outstanding  of  the  twenty-nine 
banks  closed  by  the  Comptroller,  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  of  their  securities,  was ;• Sl>2d3,374  00 

Of  which  there  has  been  redeemed, 1,205,823  00 

•27,551  00 


:e 


(For  rates  of  redemption,  dec.  see  Schedule  B.) 

The  circulating  notes  outstanding  of  the  banks  that  have  been 
closed  by  their  own  officers,  and  the  amount  in  deposit,  the  same  at 
par,  is  •9,768. 

(See  Schedule  C.) 

The  Farmers'  Bank  at  Malone,  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  at  Ulster, 
have  been  closed  by  their  own  officers,  and  an  amount  equal  to  the 
outstanding  circulation  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Comptroller,  in 
the  New-York  State  Bank,  Albany. 

Seyeral  of  the  banks  in  this  department  keep  two  accounts,  one  of 
stocks,  and  another  of  stocks  and  ^tate.  The  bills  issued  upon 
stocks  may  be  of  more  or  less  value  than  other  bills  of  the  same  bank 
issued  upon  estate,  or  upon  stocks  and  estate,  according  to  the  rela- 
tiTC  value  of  the  securities. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  banking  operations,  can  easily  discri- 
minate between  the  value  of  such  notes,  while  the  great  majority  of 
the  bill  holders  (in  case  of  a  failure  of  one  of  these  banks)  would 
suffer  from  the  inequality  in  the  securities. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  would  be  desirable  to  amend  the 
law,  so  as  to  compel  such  banks  to  consotidate  their  accounts,  so  that 
all  the  bills  of  the  same  bank,  would  be  of  equal  value. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 

N.  COE, 

S.  O.  SEARS. 


N«.T.] 


N«.T.J 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORfC. 


No.  8. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 


January  8,  1846. 


RESOLUTIONS 

Offered  by  Mr.  Bailey,  referring  the  message  of  the  Go- 
vernor to  committees. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  annual  message  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  as  relates  to  the  difficulties  existing  between  the  pro- 
prietors  of  certain  leasehold  estates  and  their  tenants  ;  the  crimes  and 
disorders  growing  out  of  their  differences  ;  the  remedy  by  distress ; 
the  limitation  of  leasehold  estates  for  the  future  ;  and  the  assessment 
of  leases,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  one  from  each  Senate 
district. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  census  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  and  the  re-apportionment  of  the  representation  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  sixteen,  to  be  composed  of 
two  from  each  Senate  district. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  revenues,  expenditures,  fiscal 
affairs  and  public  credit  of  the  State,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  or  refers  to  the  canals,  be  refered 
to  the  committee  on  canals. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  education,  academies  and  schoolSi 
and  the  investment  and  distribution  of  the  funds  appropriated  to  their 
support,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  colleges,  academies  and  com- 
mon schools. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  several  State  prisons  and  to  the 
employment  of  convicts,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  State  prisons. 
[AasemUy,  No.  &]  1  [u.  n.] 
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That  80  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  sereral  lonatic  asylams,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  medical  societies  and  colleges. 

That  80  mach  thereof  as  relates  to  the  institution  for  the  education 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  institution  for  the  blind,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  charitable  and  religious  societies. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-Ge« 
neral,  and  to  securing  a  more  perfect  enrollment  of  the  militia,  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  and  the  public  defence. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  agriculture  and  agricultural  80« 
cieties,  be  referred  to  to  the  committee  on  agriculture. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  the  General  Go« 
yemmenty  and  its  relations  with  Great  Britain,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  9. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 

January  9,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  the  Soperintendent  of  the  Onondaga  Salt  Springs^  and 
the  Inspector  of  Salt  in  the  county  of  Onondaga. 


SuPSRINTBirBBNT's  OpnCB,  > 

SidinOf  Jan.  6,  1846.      I 


To  the  Hon.  Wm.  C.  C&aim» 

Speaker  of  the  AMembly : 

SIR-^I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  Saperintendent 
of  the  Onondaga  Salt  Springs,  and  the  InspecCw  of  Salt  in  the  county 
of  Onondaga. 

I  am,  Tory  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

ENOCH  MARKS, 

SvpmiiiJUndeiiiL 


(Assembly,  No.  0.]  1  [St.  &  8S0.] 


REPORT, 


The  undenigned,  Superintendent  of  the  Onondaga  Salt  Spiinga, 
and  the  Inspector  of  Salt  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  in  ponoanceof 
the  requirements  of  the  statute,  respectfully  submit  to  your  honorable 
body  the  following 

REPORT : 

« 

Tliat  the  quantity  of  salt  manufactured  and  inspected,  in  die  several 
Tillages  of  the  town  of  Salina,  in  the  year  184S,  is  as  follows  : 

SaluuL 

.  BuheJi.     Ihi. 

Fine  salt, 1,490,402  54 

Coarsesalt, • 14,889  14 

Ground  or  dairy  salt, 187,499  51 

1,692,792  07 

Sifracu»e. 

Fmesalt, 660,807  02 

Coarsesalt, , 801,915  32 

Ground  or  dairy  salt, 171,772  09 

1,124,494  48 

Liverpool. 
Finesalt, 619,350  39       619,350  39 

Geddes. 

Finesalt, 287,974  26 

Coarsesalt, 36,650  34 

Ground  or  dairy  salt, 1,095  32 

325,720  36 


Total  in  the  town  of  Salina,.. 3,762,358  13 


4  [A«MDIBLT 

The  present  Saperintendeiit  and  Inspector  came  into  office  on  the 
tenth  of  March  last.  There  was  inspected  in  1845»  prior  to  thai  day 
in  the  town  of  Salina,  as  appears  by  the  books  in  the  seyeral  offices, 

Pniiwli    Ibt. 

42,946  17 
Since  March  9,  1845, 8,719,412  52 

Amount  as  before, •-» • ••••     8,762,358  13 

The  revenue  received  in  1845,  since  March  9,  is  as  follows  : 

Poty  on  3,719^12H  bushels  at  AcU.  »»4.4  •...«••«  •283,164  78 

Old reaerroirs  soU,  *•••»••# ••••«•••*  925  00 

Rents,  «^ 4..4..,^4.^w4...^.m4  68  00 

Oldiron  sold, * 64  74 

Old  aqueduct  logs  sold, 25  49 

Penalty  on  smuggled  salt, • 25  00 

Recording  leases, m ••••  2  50 

Salt  forfeited  and  sold  at  auction, •• .  ^ ••«••  1  00 

• 

Total  revenue  from  all  sources  since  March  9,  1845,.   8223,576  51 
Received  by  predecessor,  from  Dec.  31, 1844,  to  March 

10,  1845 2,643  22 


•'te^MMMVMta 


Total  revenue  from  all  sources  in  1845,  ••••••«««•••   $226,219  73 


The  undersigned  are  unable  to  report  the  itoms  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  from  Dec.  81,  1844,  to  Bfarch  10,  1845,  The  former 
Superintendent  has  been  requested  to  furnish  the  same,  but  has  fiiled 
to  do  so,  and  is  now  absent  from  the  State. 

The  revenue  has  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 

Deposited  since  March  9,  1845,  to  the  credit  of  the 

Treasurer,  m  the  Bank  of  Salina, f85,5S26  28 

Deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer 

in  the  Onondaga  Coun^  Bank, 38,785  14 

«I24,011  « 

Deposited  by  predecessor, • ••••  356  30 

Total  depoutet  for  1845, «...  $184,367  67 


Brought  forward,  ••••••m^kik^^k^.kd  1124,067  67 

BbutAf  paid  on  salt  dalivored  at  tide  watar,  ar  junotiw 

of  Erie  and  ChampIaiH  oanals,  •••  •  .««w  t67,l7t  IS 
B6UDI7  paid  on  aab-dellfered  beyond  ihe 

limits  of  the  State,  via.  Boffato,.  .r.  4  4 . .     13,618  70 
Bounty  paid  on  salt  delivered  beyond  the 

limits  of  the  State  yia.  Oswego,  ••••••       8,1*9  48 

Bounty  paid  on  salt  delivered  at  Lafayette, 

Indiana,  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,      7,388  && 
Bounty  paid  on  salt  delivered  at  Newark  on  ^ 

tb5  Ohio  canal,  Ohio, .,•••      6,695  68 

Bounty  paid  on  salt  delivered  on  navigable 

waters  of  Pennsylvania  via.  Owego,  •  •         735  10 
Boiuity  paid  on  salt  delivered  on  navigaUa  - 

waters  of  Pennsylvania  via.  Elmira,.  •  •  951  34 

Bounty  paid  on  salt  delivered  at  Cblum- 

bus,  Ohio, •• 7  18 

.Bounty  paid  by  predecessor  in  1845 2,286  92 


l*»K«^*i 


Total  bounty  paid  in  1845, «•••••# •••«  8101,852  06 

Amount  of  deposites  and  bounty, $226,219  73 

The  sum  of  $24,437.54  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  smce 
March  9,  1845,  for  officers'  salaries,  engineer's  department,  and  other 
expenses,  and  has  been  expended  as  follows  : 

Paid  snpemtendent  and  his  deputies, 83,007  44 

Paid  inspector,  his  deputies  and  assistants^  ••••••  4  «•  •  8,182  51 

Paid  for  salt  purchased  for  Onon.  Indians, « •  • .  22  50 

Paid  for  expenses  in  drilling  salt  well  at  Liverpool,  <  • .  1,361  40 

Paid  for  expenses  in  drUling  salt  well  at  Geddes,  •  •  • .  •  1^14  93 
Paid  for  buHding  one  aqueduct  and  four  culvertaon  Sa- 
lina  and  Genesee  streets,  Syracuse,  under  the  act  of 

1841, • 775  40 

Paid  for  aqueduct  logs  and  boring, 332  67 

Paid  S.  Smith  for  aqueduct  from  Syracuse  to  Salina,    '        200  00 
Paid  for  two  new  pumps  and  repairs  of  buildings  and 

machinery, 3j50  15 

overseers  of  pumps, ],§99  75 

Carnedfarward,,««..A«..4#« <;•««•«»•     821,146  80 


6  [4 

Brooghtfanvmnl,  •«««••*••••*••«••••  $ 

Paid  for  distributing  brine,. ¥•••• 8,166  24 

Paid  for  printing  and  stationery^...  • ••  145  12 

Paid  for  rent  of  inspector's  office  at  LiTerpool, 25  00 

Paid  for  addition  to  barrel  stand  at  Syracose, •  15  00 

Paid  for  miscellaneous  and  incidental  espenses •  450  1 1 

Paid  for  fuel  for  steam  engine,.,...  ••••••4».....  •••.  497  27 

Total  expenditures  since  March  9,  1845, ••«.••••••••  $24,437  54 

Add  expenditures  of  predecessor, 5,970  23 

ToUl  expenditures  for  1845....... $30,407  77 


w 


Amount  of  revenue  from  all  sources, ••  $226,219  73 

Amount  of  expenses  and  bounty,.... 132,259  83 

Nett  revenue  in  1845, $93,959  90 


The  quantity  of  salt  manufactured  the  past  year  exceeds  that  of 
any  former  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1844,  and  undoubt- 
edly would  have  exceeded  the  large  amount  of  that  year  but  for  the 
operation  of  unexpected  causes,  among  which  may  be  enumerated 
the  scarcity  of  boats  for  transportation,  and  the  high  prices  of  freights 
produced  by  the  flour  speculation  of  last  fall.  The  quantity  of  Onon- 
daga salt  which  arrived  at  tide  water  exceeds  that  of  any  previous 
year.    The  amount  of  salt  delivered  at  tide  water  and  nett  revenue 

after  deducting  all  bounties  on  tide  water  salt,  in 

Revenue. 

1839was    28,440  bushels, $2,076  73 

1840was    13,040  do         1,115  33 

1841  was   90,985  do 2,60198 

1842  was  156,500  do        4,475  55 

1843  was  536,954  do        5,828  66 

1844  was  878,796  do 9,685  36 

1845  was  883,842  do        9,840  00 

The  amount  of  salt  delivered  at  Buffalo  and  Oswego  upon  which  a 
bounty  was  paid,  in 

Buffalo.  Oswego. 

1843  was  184,192  bushels;        135,239  bushels. 
1644  was  676,094     do  562,464     do 

1845  iras  714,208     do  867,604    do 


19.J'  7 

The  nett  revenue,  after  dedttcting  the  boonties,  on  (he  above  salt, 
greatly  exceeds  that  upon  tide  water  salt. 

This  increase  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  law  passed  April  18» 
1843,  and  re-enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.  This 
law  has  opened  new  markets  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  in* 
creased  the  revenue,  as  had  been  confidently  expected.  The  duty  of 
six  cents  per  bushel  enters  into  the  cost  of  the  article,  and  is  finally 
paid  by  the  consumer ;  the  consumers  of  Onondaga  salt  residing  in 
other  States  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  Canadas,  have  therefore  been 
unconsciously  contributing  to  augment  the  revenue  of  this  State,  ud 
have  aided  to  remove  the  burden  of  debt  and  taxation  from  our  own 
citizens.  Nor  has  this  law  operated  to  increase  the  cost  of  the  arti^^ 
cle  to  the  consumers  of  our  own  State.  On  the  contrary,  salt  ia  as 
cheap,  or  cheaper,  than  it  was  before  its  passage.  Besides  the  in- 
crease  of  revenue  from  the  duty  on  salt,  the  increase  of  canal  tolls, 
in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  market,  forms  no  unimportant 
item  in  the  beneficial  results  that  flow  from  the  law.  These  consi- 
derations should  induce  the  Legislature  to  allow  the  act  to  remain 
lindisturbed,  otherwise  the  instability  and  fluctuations  of  legislation 
will  greatly  jeopardize  the  interests  both  of  the  State  and  of  the 
manufacturers. 

The  quality  of  Onondaga  salt  is  constantly  improving.  This  is 
measurably  to  be  attributed  to  the  laudable  spirit  for  continual  im- 
provement which  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  manufac- 
turers ;  and  without  this,  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  improve  the  qoaKty,  however  faithfully  the  duties  of  the 
inspector's  department  may  be  discharged.  This  spirit  of  improve- 
ment was  generated  and  promoted  by  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature, 
in  passing  the  bounty  law,  which  opened  new  markets,  and  enabled 
the  manufacturers  to  compete  with  foreign  salt  at  tide  water,  provi- 
ded they  presented  there  a  pure  article.  This  act  has  not  only  in*- 
crdGtsed  the  revenue  of  the  State,  but  has  operated  as  a  poweir&I  in* 
ducement  to  the  manufacturers  to  improve  the  quality. 

The  market  for  Onondaga  salt  is  steadily  extending.  The  ports 
lying  on  the  chain  of  lakes  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cana- 
das, furnish  a  mariiet  for  large  quantities ;  and  with  those  lakes  vee 
are  connected  by  means  of  the  Erie  alid  Oswego  canids.  By  meant 
df .the Eriecanal  we  have  water  communication  with  the  Hndaoii 


S  [ABswrnr 


rif ef »  iuh}  from  thence  tl#  miprkel  ^oog  the  whote  Adantie  i^aJmod 
is  accessible.    We  haye  w^ter  c0mninni<:i|tian  in^  tba  fiavigaUe  j 

waters  of  PennsylTania.    Through  the  Ohio  canal  our  salt  finds  a  . 

passage  to  the  OMo  mer,  and  firam  tfaenoe  it  can- be  transported  * 

down  the  Hissiasippi  and  into  its  tributaries ;  and  the  Talley  of  the 
Wabarii  is  open  as  a  market  throngh  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal. 
These  snperior  facilities  for'  the  transportation  of  salt  to  market, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  supply  et  sah  water  is  apparently  in« 
exhaustible,  render  the  Onondaga  salines,  inirahiable  to  Ae  State 
as  a  permanent  source  ci  increas^g  reTonue,  as  well  as  c^  incalcu- 
lable benefit  in  supplying  the  consumer  with  an  article  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  wants  of  man.  It  is  confidently  befiered  that  if  the 
present  bounty  law  is  aHowed  to  remain,  its  fostering  policy  wiH  con« 
tinue  to  improTO  the  quality,  and  extend  the  market  of  Onondaga  sahi 
and  consequently  augment  the  rerenue  of  the  State.  The  annexed 
statement  marked  **  A,"  exhibits  the  quantity  ct  salt  delrrered  at  the 
ddhwH  bounty  pohits,  and  the  bounty  paid  on  the  same. 


The  use  oif  salt  aa  n  mjinure  has  engage^  th^  attention  of  $^9  agiv 
cultural  interest  4^riog  t^  past  year*  The  application  of  sak  £»( 
this  purpose,  has  thus  far  proved  successful*  and  ahould  fuiFllysr  exp^ 
riments  justify  its  utility,  it  is  belieyed  that  large  quantities  will  be 
required  and  used  as  a  manure. 

Ai^  unfounded  prejudice  has  obtained  in  ivm^  parts  of  the  oouai 
try  against  the  use  of  Onondaga  aaU.  This  prejudice,  it  is  believed^ 
has  mainly  arisen  from  the  inisftatements  ^ad  mfoiMided  repiovtii 
induatprioui^ly  circulated  by.  ^a,lers  a^d  pevsooff  intcoc^s^  in  th^.  «ilci 
of  foreign  falti  in  r^g^iid  t^  th«  quality  of  the  lalt  qwuifaetHi^  in 
this  town.  Could  thiq  pr^udiqf  be  removed,  i^nd  could  the  <#c9irt 
of  the  General  Govenu«ei^  b^  indoQ^  t«^  make  a  bif  tiial  of  Qaonn 
dAg%  aolar  saJl^  ^r  cwruig  provisions  i^  the  anpoy  an4  P%vy»  thi^  mar- 
ket W4^ttld  fyd  much  extafided*  ad4iiitioiwJI)  indu^^ementa  wMld  bi)  fi^ 
nia)ia4  to  d^ipem  rcvyid^g  in  \tm  interior  p(  t^is  St^l^  ten  becomf- 
contractors  to  furnish  auoh  p^vi^iqi^i  an4  tha  ca;|»eriment  would  tr^ 
umphantly  rindicate  the  character  of  said  salt  for  its  purity  and  pre» 
sancBliw  qualities.  Ta  a  liouted  eHent  the  General  6oii«nwient 
has  tested  the  quality  of  Onondaga  salt  in  preswring  beef  and  poek 
for  the  liaTy.  CoaBmissary*OeMn|l  Gibson  states,  in  view  ef  tka 
rasttks^  that  *'vss  synMot^  vhus  far  snows  thjs  Mmnasw. 
(OdioinULcuV  si4&«^  vo.  n  bqua^  v»  vhb  Tom^s  Jmjjm^  ujoaJ^ 
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Hon.  Horace  Wheaton,  meinber  of  Congress  from  this  county,  has 
kindly  furnished  the  correspondence  between  himself  and  Commis- 
sary-General Gibson,  and  Com.  W.  B.  Shubrick,  Chief  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  provision  and  clothing  for  the  navy,  on  this  subject,  which 
is  subjoined  to  this  report,  together  with  the  testimony  of  extensive 
packers  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  marked  "  F.** 
As  a  means  of  surmounting  the  prejudice  before  spoken  of,  we  would 
recommend  that  the  Legislature  authorize  the  superintendent  and 
inspector  to  employ  a  competent  chemist  to  visit  this  place,  and  ana- 
lize  samples  of  salt  made  at  each  of  the  solar  evaporating  works  in 
this  town,  and  also  from  as  many  of  the  common  or  fine  salt  works 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  That  the  same  chemist  be  directed  to 
analize  samples  of  the  different  kinds  of  foreign  salt  in  use  in  this 
country,  and  publish  the  result.  The  public  would  then  have  the 
means  of  knowing  the  comparative  purity  of  Onondaga  and  foreign 
salt.  The  expense  of  this  trial  need  not  be  great,  and  when  compa- 
red with  the  beneficial  results  that  would  flow  from  it,  is  unworthy  of 
a  moment's  consideration. 

On  the  northerly  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Salina  to  Liverpool, 
the  State  owns  about  130  acres  of  good  farming  lands,  which  were 
reserved  for  the  manufacture  of  coarse  salt,  but  which  are  unsuitable 
either  for  fine  or  coarse  salt  works,  on  account  of  their  elevation.  In 
our  opinion,  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  State  to  sell  these  lands,  and 
they  would  doubtless  sell  for  a  fair  price.  The  owners  of  adjoining 
lands  have  applied  to  the  Superintendent  to  build  one  half  of  the  di- 
vision fences,  and  if  said  lands  are  not  sold,  we  think  they  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  this  will  be  done. 

By  Part  1,  Title  id,  Chap.  9,  Sec.  34  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  the 
Superintendent  is  authorized  to  lease  unoccupied  lands,  not  located 
for  the  manufacture  of  coarse  salt,  "  from  year  to  year,  at  such  rent 
as  to  him  n^ay  appear  reasonable."  The  renewal  of  these  leases  yearly 
is  a  matter  of  inconvenience  to  lessees,  and  as  many  lots  may  not  be 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  salt  for  a  long  time  to  come,  the  under- 
signed recommend  that  said  section  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  the 
Superintendent  to  lease  the  s&me  for  a  term  of  three  years,  subject  to 
revocation  whenever  they  may  be  needed  for  salt  purposes ;  also  requir- 
ing the  Superintendent  to  publish  a  notice  once  in  each  week  for  three 
successive  weeks,  in  two  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  Syracuse,  of  the 
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tiine  md  plaee  of  leasing  said  landsi  and  that  upon  the  day,  and  at 
the  place  designated  in  said  notice,  to  lease  the  same  16  the  person  or 
persons  who  will  give  the  greatest  annual  rent,  with  sufficient  secu- 
rity for  the  payment  thereof. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  necessity  of  erecting  suitable  buildings  for  salt  offices,  in  the 
villages  of  Syracuse,  Liverpool  and  Geddes.  The  offices  in  these 
villages  have  generally  been  kept  in  stores  and  groceries  which  are 
incommodious  and  very  inconvenient,  not  only  to  the  officers,  but  to 
manufacturers  doing  business  with  them.  The  convenience  of  the 
public  requires  that  the  Superintendents'  and  Inspectors'  office  in  each 
village,  should  be  in  the  same  building  or  adjacent,  which  is  not  the 
case  now.  To  this  inc(H)venience  the  State  should  not  subject  its 
officers  and  the  public.  We  only  ask  for  convenient  and  substantial 
offices,  and  these  need  not  be  very  expensive,  as  the  State  ovms  the 
land  upon  which  they  should  be  located.  The  sum  of  $6000  would 
probably  be  necessary  to  erect  suitable  buildings  in  the  above  named 
villages,  and  the  further  sum  of  $500  will  be  needed  for  furniture  and 
fixtures. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  Inspector  of  1838, 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  was  called  to  the  following  subject,  to 
wit :  **  There  is  considerable  inconvenience  experienced  by  many  of 
the  manufacturers,  in  consequence  of  individuals  occupying,  for  other 
purposes  than  the  manufacture  of  salt,  part  of  the  original  sail  lots. 
The  inconvenience  now  suffered  has  been  produced  by  the  original 
lessees,  or  other  subsequent  owners,  selling  or  releasing  from  time 
to  time  portions  of  the  lots,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  present 
owner  of  that  part  of  the  lot  now  used  for  making  salt,  is  unable  to 
extend  his  works,  and  make  such  fixtures  as  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  business  would  seem  to  require.  It  was  undoubtedly  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature,  that  the  lands  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  making  fine  salt,  should  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose,  or  at 
least  that  parts  of  lots  should  not  be  occupied  to  the  great  inconve- 
nience of  the  individual  who  is  prosecuting  the  legitimate  business 
for  which  the  lots  were  originally  appropriated.  The  undersigned 
are  not  informed  that  the  question  has  ever  been  settled  how  far  salt 
lots,  or  parts  of  lots,  may  be  diverted  from  the  use  for  which  they 
were  originally  set  apart,  and  the  occupant  be  eniiiled  to  possession. 
The  interest'  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the  person  in  possession  of 
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parts  of  lou  mm  used  for*  aaking  salt,  require  that  the  questiea 
should  be  settled,  Aod  we  therefore  invite  the  attention  of  the  Le« 
gislature  to  the  subject."  See  Ass.  Dqc.  of  1838«  yoL  2,  No.  20^ 
pp.  5,  6. 

In  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  183d,  the  Attorney- 
General  reported  to  the  Legislature,  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  law  ex- 
isted forfeiting  a  lease  by  underletting  for  purposes  foreign  to  the 
manufacture  of  salt.     See  Sen.  Doc,  1838,  No.  60,  toI.  2,  pp.  5,  6. 

To  remedy  the  mischief  above  complained  of,  the  Legislature,  en 
the  18th  of  April,  1838,  passed  an  act,  the  3d  sec.  of  which  provided 
that  thereafter  any  under-letting,  diversion,  or  use,  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  the  manufacture  of  salt,  of  the  lots  leased,  should  work  a 
forfeiture  of  the  leasehold  estate,  and  absolutely  divest  die  lessee  or 
tenant  of  all  his  interest  therein.  It  was  also  made  the  duty  of  the 
Superintendent  to  obtain  possession  of  lands  so  forfeited,  by  action  of 
ejectment  in  his  name  of  office.  By  a  strict  construction  of  this  law, 
a  great  number  of  the  leases  in  this  town  are  forfeited :  some  by 
erecting  dwellings,  stores,  or  medianic  shops  on  lots  upon  part  of 
which  salt  is  still  made;  on  other  lots  these  erections  have  been 
made,  and  the  manufacture  of  sak  entirely  discontinued.  Of  the 
land  leased  for  solar  evaporating  works,  parts  are  used  for  dwellings, 
portions  for  pasturage,  raising  wheat,  and  other  agricultural  purposes. 
Cur  predecessors  have  not  construed  this  section  to  mean,  what  we 
think  the  language  implies,  consequently  the  lessees  have  built  upon 
them  the  same  as  though  owned  in  fee  simple.  Indeed  we  have  been 
informed  that,  in  some  instances,  parts  of  salt  lots  have  been  sold 
and  deeded  for  building  lots.  Four  suits  have  been  commenced  to 
recover  possession  of  lots  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  pump 
house  at  Salina,  upon  which  are  several  dilapidated  old  houses  and 
barns,  which  are  occupied  as  taverns  and  groceries  of  a  very  low 
order.  No  salt  has  been  made  on  these  lots  for  upwards  of  20  years, 
and  the  Slate  receives  no  rent  for  their  use.  Believing  that  these 
lands  were  set  apart  exclusively  for  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  not 
for  the  manufacture  of  paupers^  by  being  occupied  as  tavern  stands, 
notice  was  given  to  the  occupants  tp  quit  the  premises,  early  in  the 
summer,  and  after  their  refusal  so  to  do,  suits  were  commenced,  as 
required  by  the  before  mentioned  act.  These  suits  were  tried  at  the 
September  Circuit,  and  verdicts  rendered  for  the  State;  One  of  these 
suits  has  been  carried  to  the  Supreme  Comrt  by  the  defendant,  and 
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will  be  argued  at  the  preaent  term  of  that  Court  The  rest  abide  the 
erent  of  the  cause  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court.  The  law 
imposed  this  duty,  and  the  object  was  not  only  to  comply  with  its  re- 
quirementy  but  in  removing  these  buildings,  which  most  of  the  citizens 
in  Salina  regard  as  public  nuisances,  to  arrange  and  improye  the 
grounds  around  the  public  buildings,  so  that  strangers  from  different 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  Europe,  may  not  be  obliged  to  come 
in  immediate  contact  with  unsavory  and  unsightly  objects  when  visi- 
ting one  of  the  public  works  belonging  to  the  State  of  New-York, 
and  one  from  which  the  State  derives  a  princely  revenue. 

Many  of  the  buildings  upon  salt  lots  do  not  interfere  with  the  ma- 
nufactories upon  other  parts  of  the  same  lots,  and  it  is  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  determine  whether  the  lessees  shall  continue  to  occupy  the 
parts  thus  diverted,  or  whether  the  Superintendent  shall  be  directed 
to  lease  these  portions  for  short  terms,  and  for  annual  rents. 

In  the  village  of  Liverpool,  brine  is  drawn  from  only  one  well,  and 
this  is  several  degrees  weaker  than  the  brine  at  Salina  or  Syracuse. 
Feeling  the  necessity  that  all  the  manufacturers  should  be  supplied 
with  brine  of  uniform  strength,  men  have  been  employed  in  drilling 
for  brine  at  that  place,  and  we  regret  to  say  without  success.  The 
State  has  property  of  considerable  value,  which  would  be  nearly  use- 
less in  08,80  the  spring  should  fail  at  that  place,  and  the  manufacturing 
of  salt  be  abandoned.  Individuals  have  also  invested  large  amounts 
of  property  in  salt  erections,  which,  without  the  same  facilities  as 
exist  in  other  portions  of  the  town  for  the  manufacture  of  salt,  would 
depreciate  in  value.  Under  these  circumstances  we  think  the  process 
of  drilling  for  brine  should  be  continued,  as  long  as  any  reasonable 
hope  exists  of  ultimate  success. 


The  works  at  Geddes  are  supplied  entirely  vrith  brine  from  the 
wells  of  Syracuse  and  Salina,  carried  through  logs  a  distance  of  two 
to  three  miles,  and  then  re-pumped  into  reservoirs.  This  is  attended 
with  much  trouble,  and  sometimes  ill-feeling,  and  as  we  believe  as 
good  brine  can  be  found  at  Geddes  as  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
town,  we  have  commenced  sinking  a  well  at  that  place.  Present 
appearar.ces  indicate  that  our  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  success, 
and  thus  an  opportunity  furnished  to  extend  the  business  at  that  place, 
where  many  eligible  vacant  lots  are  situated. 
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•  The  pump-house  at  Oeddes  is  an  old  building  and  much  decayed. 
Jl  new  one  will  soon  be  necessary;  We  therefore  recommend  that 
the  Superintendent  and  Inspector  be  authorized  to  purchase  the  build- 
ing owned  by  the  late  Gen.  Mann,  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  canal, 
near  where  the  Seneca  turnpike  crosses  the  Erie  canal  in  Geddes, 
provided  it  can  be  purchased  for  a  reasonable  sum. 

Within  the  past  year  a  new  pump  has  been  built  at  each  of  the 
Tillages  of  Syracuse  and  Geddes,  and  the  steam  pump  at  Liverpool 
has  been  extensively  repaired.  The  pump-house  at  Syracuse  has 
also  been  put  in  good  repair,  and  all  the  buildings  belonging  to  the 
State  are  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  before  mentioned. 
The  machinery  is  also  in  good  repair,  but  from  the  precision  with 
which  it  is  required  to  work,  and  the  corrosive  nature  of  the  brine, 
repairs  are  often  needed. 

The  aqueducts  for  conveying  the  brine  from  the  reservoirs  to  the 
several  fields  and  works,  have  been  extended  about  5300  rods  during 
the  past  year.  A  portion  of  the  old  aqueducts  has  been  taken  up, 
cleaned  and  relaid,  and  other  portions  will  require  it  in  the  spring,  as 
the  oxide  of  iron  collects  in  the  logs  and  prevents  the  free  transmis- 
sion of  the  salt  water  through  them.  The  whole  length  of  aqueduct 
in  town  is  believed  to  exceed  twenty  miles.  An  expense  of  near 
$800  has  been  incurred  the  past  summer  in  building  one  stone  aque- 
duct and  four  stone  culverts  across  the  streets  in  the  village  of  Syra- 
cuse. This  work  was  authorised  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
in  1841.  No  further  expense  of  this  kind  will  be  necessary  in  many 
years. 

The  expenses  of  the  present  year  will  not  exceed  the  past,  extra* 
ordinaries  excepted,  and  it  is  believed  that  with  the  exercise  of  sound 
economy,  they  may  be  reduced. 

The  importance  to  the  State  and  to  the  consumers,  of  manufactur- 
ing pure  salt,  cannot  be  overlooked.  The  purest  article  now  made  is 
the  solar  or  coarse  salt,  of  which  353,455f  ^  bushels  have  been  manu- 
factured the  past  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  much  the  greater  propor- 
tion manufactured,  is  the  common  or  fine  salt.  The  average  weight 
per  bushel  of  the  former  is  17  lbs.  The  latter  varies  from  56  to  42 
lbs.  per  bushel :  that  made  in  the  front  kettles  being  the  heaviest,  and 
that  in  the  back  kettles  much  the  lightest.    Considerable  of  the  latter 
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bM  been  shipped  east  in  balk  tbe  put  eeaeon ;  end  there  ie  reaeoa  to 
belicTe  thet  in  using  the  same  for  padung  pioTisioDS,  the  quantitj 
used  has  been  detennined  by  measure  instead  of  by  weighi.  The 
quantity  of  saline  matter  in  a  measured  buriiel  td  fine  salt  is  only 
about  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  in  a  measured  bushel  of  Onondaga 
solar  salt  or  of  Turk's  island  salt.  This  fact  may  explain  the  cause 
of  some  of  the  complafots  brought  against  the  quality  of  Onondaga 
salt  The  fault  has  often  been  with  the  small  quantity  used  instead 
of  the  quality.  Packers  of  proTisicms  using  Onondaga  fine  salt  should 
bear  in  mind  this  fact.  We  are  of  opinion  that  improvements  might 
be  made  in  the  manufiEicture  of  fine  salt,  by  which  the  impurities  con«> 
tained  in  the  raw  brine  might  be  more  effectually  separated  firom  the 
salt.  It  may  be  urged  that  the  manufacturer  should  incur  the  expense 
necessary  in  experimenting  and  testing  some  plan  in  order  to  improve 
the  quality  of  common  salt.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  the  State 
owns  the  springs  in  fee  simple,  and  that  the  manufacturers  are  mere 
tenants  of  the  State,  and  also  that  by  improving  the  quality  of  the  salt 
the  market  will  be  extended,  and  the  State  consequently  gain  in  reve- 
nue by  the  increase  of  duty  and  canal  tolls,  we  are  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  as  her  interest  is  paramount,  the  State  should  incur  the  ne- 
cessary expense  of  erecting  a  model  manufactory,  or  of  testing  a  plan 
by  which  to  remove  the  impurities  from  the  brine.  On  the  other  hand, 
an  improvement  in  quality  would  not  add  greatly  to  the  manufactu- 
rer's profits,  as  individual  competition  would  necessarily  insure  salt  of 
the  best  quality  at  the  lowest  price  for  which  it  could  be  manufactur- 
ed. If  some  cheap  mode  of  separating  the  impurities  from  the  salt 
could  be  devised,  the  expense  of  its  manufacture  would  be  diminish- 
ed, and  in  that  case  the  consumer,  as  well  as  the  State,  would  be  the 
gainer.  It  is  a  sound  maxim  of  political  economy,  (other  things  be- 
ing equal,)  that  the  cost  of  an  article  depends  upon  the  cost  of  its 
production.  A  good  article  at  a  cheap  price  would  insure  an  increased 
consumption,  and  consequently  an  increased  revenue.  This  subject 
then  is  one  which  affects  the  interests  of  the  whole  community,  (as  all 
are  consumers,)  and  we  regard  it  of  sufiicient  importance  to  call  for 
further  Legislative  action.  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  a  manu- 
factory be  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  with  a  view  to  test 
the  practical  operation  of  a  plan  more  effectually  to  separate  the  im- 
purities, existing  in  a  state  of  combination  with  the  brine,  from  the 
salt.  A  plan,  we  are  informed,  will  be  submitted  to  the  L^slature 
by  Calvin  Guiteau,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  much  experience,  who  has 
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devoted  many  yean  to  the  manufactttn  of  salt  with  a  view  of  per- 
fecting a  practical  mode  of  conrerting  crude  brine  into  pure  salt. 
We  are  informed  that  good  chemists,  and  other  persons  better  quali- 
fied to  judge  than  oorselTOSy  are  of  opinion  that  his  plan  is  feasible 
and  founded  in  philosophy.  The  Liegislature  will,  undoubtedly,  act 
in  this  matter  as  they  may  think  the  interests  of  the  State  may  re- 
quire. Mr.  Ouiteau  has  furnished  the  following  statement  of  his 
plan : 

PLAN  OF  MR.  GUITEAU. 

**  I  respectfully  offer  for  public  consideration  my  plan,  for  which  I 
hare  obtained  letters  patent,  which  is  as  follows,  yiz. :  6  boilers,  3 
feet  in  diameter,  2  of  which  are  40  feet  long,  with  cast  iron  bottoms 
and  sheet  quarter  inch  boiler  iron  sides,  made  in  form  of  a  semicircle 
or  half  cylinder.  From  the  upper  sides  the  sheet  iron  is  turned  down 
two  and  a  half  inches  wide  to  a  horizontal  level,  which  supports  the 
boilers  on  the  walls  in  which  they  are  set.  The  sheet  iron  is  then 
turned  up  perpendicular  four  inches,  the  heads  are  of  cast  iron  and 
carried  up  to  a  level  with  and  connected  to  the  sheet  iron.  Pine 
plank  16  inches  wide  are  placed  on  the  inside  of  the  perpendicular 
sheet  iron,  and  resting  on  the  horizontal  flange,  and  extending  around 
the  heads,  secured  by  iron  bolts  about  nine  inches  apart,  passing 
through  the  perpendicular  sheet  iron  and  plank  ;  also  around  the  cast 
iron  heads,  secured  by  nuts  on  the  ^nds  of  the  bolts.  At  the  rear 
end,  about  two  and  a  half  feet  in  length,  the  side  plank  and  end  are 
carried  up  about  one  foot,  and  closely  covered,  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  steam.  When  the  two  front  40  feet  boilers  are  set  in  the  walls, 
they  are  connected  with  a  steam  box,  secured  through  the  sides  of 
the  upright  part  with  a  slide  which  passes  through  the  upper  side  of 
the  above  steam  box,  and  is  carried  down  to  the  bottom  on  the  inside, 
which  prevents  the  steam  from  passing.  When  raised  the  steam 
passes  from  one  boiler  to  the  other.  Across  the  upper  side  of  the 
above,  plank  pieces  of  two  inch  plank  from  six  to  nine  inches  wide 
are  framed  in,  about  five  and  a  half  feet  apart,  to  support  doors  or 
covers,  which  are  placed  over  to  prevent  the  escape  of  steam.  There 
are  two  cast  iron  boilers,  with  horizontal  flanges  to  support  them  on 
the  walls,  dO  feet  long  each,  for  making  fine  salt,  which  are  left  open. 
The  above  boilers  are  set  in  walls  of  stone  and  brick  mason  work,  in 
two  parallel  lines,  with  flues  extending  from  each  fire  place  under  the 
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same  to  a  chimney  in  the  rear.  The  fifth  boiler  is  the  same  as  the 
above  40  feet  boilers,  di£fering  only  in  length,  set  in  walls  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  aboye  described  boilers,  and  is  intended  to  heat  by 
steam  two  reservoirs,  40  feet  long  each,  10  feet  wide,  and  five  feet 
deep.  The  above  reservoirs  are  made  of  three  inch  pine  plank,  and 
closely  covered  with  two  inch  plank.  Two  inch  plank  steam  boxes 
are  placed  through  the  centre  on  the  bottom  of  each  reservoir,  cover- 
ed with  copper  sheets.  From  each  side  of  the  rear  upright  parts  of 
of  the  covered  boilers,  steam  conductors  of  bored  logs  are  secured, 
which  are  also  secured  into  the  steam  box  of  each  reservoir,  so  as  to 
heat  by  steam  the  reservoirs  when  filled  with  salt  water.  On  either 
side  gI  the  large  steam  boiler  are  a  line  of  vats  to  receive  the  brine, 
about  four  feet  wide,  connected  and  supported  by  the  sides  of  the 
building  which  covers  the  works,  and  are  about  80  feet  long ;  also, 
across  the  rear  end  of  the  building,  on  the  inner  side.  Directly  in 
the  rear  are  two  crystalizing  vats,  160  feet  long,  19  feet  wide,  twenty 
inches  deep.  Under  the  bottom,  through  the  centre  of  each  vat,  two 
inch  plank  steam  boxes  are  placed,  and' covered  on  the  upper  side,  on 
a  level  with,  and  secured  to,  the  floors,  by  copper  sheets  18  inches 
wide.  The  salting  vats  are  covered,  as  occasion  requires,  by  sliding 
roofs.  The  steam  is  coiulucted  by  a  line  of  bored  logs  secured 
through  the  outside  of  the  upright  part  of  each  covered  boiler,  and 
extended  to,  and  secured  to,  the  steam  box  of  the  salting  vat,  directly 
in  the  rear.  I'he  steam  is  made  to  act  on  the  salting  rat  directly  in 
the  rear  of  each  steam  boiler,  but  the  whole  can  be  turned  on  to  one, 
and  changed  back  again  on  the  other,  as  occasion  requires.  The 
escape  steam  from  the  steam  boxes  at  the  rear  end  of  the  reservoirs, 
is  carried  by  bored  logs  into  the  great  steam  conductor  next  to  them, 
which  gives  an  increased  heat  to  the  salting  vat  There  is  an  aper- 
ture in  the  front  head  of  each  steam  boiler,  which  allows  the  brine  to 
pass  out  no  faster  than  it  arrives  at  the  required  strength.  The  con- 
ductor which  carries  the  heated  brine  from  the  reservoir  to  the  boiler> 
has  a  like  arrangement  to  govern  the  quantity  of.  brine  received  into 
the  boilers. 

When  the  works  are  put  into  operation,  the  boilers  are  kept  at  a 
given  depth  by  a  stream  running  into  them,  and  from  each  front  head 
a  stream  of  a  given  strength  is  constantly  running  out,  but  little  short 
of  saturation,  and  conducted  into  the  side  vats,  where  it  falls  upon 
salt,  which  completes  the  saturation  of  the  brine,  and  the  impurities 
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are  proeipitatad  and  tbrown  out  with  a  •bofral,  a*  occasion  raquiraa. 
The  rear  boilers  are  supplied  with  this  pure  brine  for  making  fine 
salt ;  the  renoainder  is  taken  in  a  pure  state  from  the  rear  settling  vali 
and  distributed  into  the  salting  vats,  where  it  is  made  into  heavy 
crystaliaed  salt  by  steam.  The  works  will  not  be  blocked  with  limy 
deposits,  if  care  is  taken  to  avoid  running  to  saturation. 

When  used  for  making  brine  for  solar  rats,  I  would  have  five  boi* 
lers»  each  35  feet  long,  four  of  which  to  be  set  as  before  described, 
and  all  covered  for  making  brine  and  steam.  The  brine  to  be  drawn 
as  before  from  the  heads  of  the  front  boilers  into  the  side  vats,  also 
from  the  rear  end  of  each  rear  boiler,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  front. 
The  covers  to  be  so  made  that  the  steam  may  be  let  oflTat  or  near  the 
end  of  each  rear  boiler,  and  carried  into  the  steam  box  of  each  salting 
Tat,  as  occasion  requires. 

The  fifth  boiler  to  be  used  for  heating  two  reservoirs,  and  making 
brine  as  already  described.  The  two  reservoirs  the  same  as  before, 
only  extended  each  to  50  feet.  The  crystaliaing  vats  in  the  rear  to 
be  supplied  with  brine,  and  exposed  to  solar  heat,  and  be  acted  upon 
by  steam,  after  the  solar  vats  are  supplied  with  brine.  I  can,  with 
one  work,  supply  fifteen  acres  of  solar  vats  with  saturated  brine, 
which  will  produce  sixty  thousand  bushels  of  pure  salt  in  one  season, 
(while  in  the  usual  way  thirty  thousand  only  are  made)  besides  make 
a  great  amount  of  salt  by  steam. 

Should  my  plan  be  used  to  furnish  brine  for  pans  and  kettles,  the 
tear  salting  vats  should  be  omitted.  The  works  will  consume  about 
five  cords  of  wood  each  day,  and  will  make,  for  each  cord  of  wood, 
one  hundred  bushels  of  pure  saturated  brine,  or  a  hundred  bushels  of 
pure  salt,  whether  made  into  salt  in  kettles  or  solar  vats,  and  at  that 
rate  for  all  the  wood  so  used. 

CALVIN  GUITEAU. 
Syracuse^  1st  January ,  1846. 

In  September  last  Thomas  Wheeler  and  Harvey  Alvord,  adminis* 
Irators  of  John  J.  Mang,  deceased,  procured  the  appointment  of  com* 
missioners  under  52d  sec.  of  Part  1,  Chap.  9,  Title  10,  of  R.  S.,  to 
appraise  the  damages  for  an  alleged  taking  of  the  southwesterly  three* 
fourths  of  salt  lot  No.  7,  in  Salina,  upon  which  is  situated  an  old  build- 
ing of  Tery  little  value.    The  commisioners  met,  took  testimony,  and 
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made  a  special  report  of  the  facts.  Commissioners  had  been  .pre<» 
Tiously  appointed,  and  a  report  made  by  them  in  1844,  assessing  the 
▼aluc  of  the  property  at  $500.  This  sum  the  former  Superintendent, 
Real  Wright,  refused  to  pay,  and  an  application  was  made  to  the  Su- 
premo Court  for  a  mandamus  to  compel  the  payment  of  that  award, 
which  motion  was  denied.  At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  ap- 
plication was  made  by  the  claimants  to  that  body  for  relief.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  reported  adversely.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  for  the  following  reasons,  the  present  Superintendent  has  not  felt 
it  his  duty  to  pay  the  claim  :  1st,  no  lease  was  shown  before  the  com« 
missioners  covering  the  lot ;  2d,  the  law  provides  only  for  the  pay- 
ment of  salt  erections  ;  3d,  had  there  been  a  lease  given  of  the  lot  to 
John  J.  Mang,  in  his  life  time,  the  same  was  forfeited  by  the  :kl  sec- 
tion of  ihe  act  of  1838  ;  4th,  as  the  claim  related  to  real  properly,  the 
heirs,  and  not  the  administrators,  were  the  proper  party  claimaints. 

• 

For  the  amount  of  salt  made  in  each  village  in  1845,  and  other  mat- 
ters, reference  is  made  to  the  tables  annexed.  We  are  indebted  to 
Lyman  W.  Conkey,  Esq.  of  Syracuse,  for  the  scientific  observations 
subjoined  to  this  report,  and  which  are  required  to  be  taken  by  the 
act  of  April  18,  1838. 

ENOCH  MARKS. 
JESSE  McKINLEY. 
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Accompanying  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Onondaga  Salt  Springs. 
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(  A.  ) 

A  STATEMENT 

Of  the  quantity  of  Salt  delivered  at  each  bounty  point,  tiie 
rate,  and  amount  of  bounty  paid,  sincd  March  9,  1845. 


Who*  deliF«nd. 


Tide  water, ... 

Buffalo, 

Oflwego,....., 
Lafayette,  la., 
Newark,  O., . . 
Owego,  ••.... 

Elmira, , 

Columbus,  O., 


Total, 


Qaantaty. 
Bushels.         lbs. 


883,842.40 

675,937.60 

799,195.38 

147,771.33 

131,913.48 

18,377.28 

23,783.32 

143.42 


Rale  p«rlnish«l. 
Genu.  Milll. 


7 

0 
5 
5 
4 

4 
5 


6 
0 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Amoont  of  boantf. 


$67,^172  13 

13,518  70 

3,196  43 

7,388  58 

6,595  68 

735  10 

951  34 

7  18 


$99,565  14 


(B.  ) 

STATEMENT 

Of  moneys  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  since 
March  9, 1845,  in  the  Banks  designated  by  the  Canal  Bbdrd* 


BANK  OP  SALINA. 


Three  weeks  endiog  March  29, 


Four 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


April 
May 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nor. 

Dec. 


26, 
24, 
21, 
19, 
16, 

13. 
11, 

8. 

6, 


^#« 


•4  n 

153  95 
3.230  49 
13,991  73 
14.100  47 
14.437  14 
10,120  15 
15.271  68 
12,339  10 
2,576  91 


Amoont,....^...* * •85,226  23 
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ONONDAGA  COUNTY  BANK. 

Fourweekf  ending  April  26, |1,098  40 

do                June  21 2,620  ftl 

do               July    19, ^ r 2,89:1  75 

do                Aug.  16 6,480  47 

do                Sept.  13, 7.801  59 

do                Oct.    11. 1.  0,842  14 

do                Nov.     8, 7,131  68 

do               Dec.     6 915  66 

84          do                Dec.  31, .•  94 

Amounl, ^,» ^8,785  74 


s 


(C.  ) 

MONTHLY  STATMENT 

Of  the  Salt  inspected  ia  the  town  of  Salina,  during  the 

year  1845. 

Bushels^       lUSf 

Four  days  ending  Janurary  4, 642.23 

Four  weeks  ending  February  1 , 1 8,802 . 0 1 

do              March      1, 20,264.45 

One  ^oek  ending    March      8, 3, 1 76  05 

Amount  inspected  by  predeceftoft .  4^,945 •  17 

Three  weeks  ending  March  29 1 1 ,3 1 6 .  50 

Four        do                April  26, 182,255.38 

do                May    24, ..  271,404-00 

do                June    21, 474,261.00 

do                July     19, 492.613.47 

do                Aug.     16 490.377,06 

do                Sepl.    13, 439,992.33 

do                Oct.     II, 639,931.34 

do                Nov.      8, r26,064.47 

do                Dec.      6, 251,153.51 

8f            do               Dec.    31, 26,041.20 

3,719,412. 62 

Total, 3,762.358.19 


Nd.  9.] 
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(E.  ) 
STATEMENT 

Of  the  quantity  of  Salt  inspected  from  1825  to  1846,  the 

rate,  and  amount  of  duty  thereon. 

^gg— i—  '         ■  111! 


Rale  per 
BmheL 


ctfl.  12^ 


6 


Bushels^ 


827,508 
983*410 
1« 160,888 
1,291,280 
1,435,446 
1,514,037 
1,652,985 
1,838,646 
1,943,252 
2,209,866 
1,912,858 
2,161,287 
2,575,032 
2,864,718 
2,622,305 
3,340,769 
2,291,903 
3,127,500 
4,003,554 
3,762,358 


Dutie  s  collected 


43,519,608 


$103,438  50 
122,926  23 
145,111  00 
161,410  00 
179,430  75 
189,254  38 
206,660  62 
229,580  75 
116,595  12 
132,592  02 
114,771  48 
129,677  22 
154,501  92 
171,883  08 
157,338  30 
200,446  14 
137,514  18 
187,650  00 
240,213  24 
225,741  50 


9^,306,736  45 
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(P.) 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Referred  to  in  the  preceding  reports 


(  Na  1.  ) 

On  the  21  St  December,  1844»  the  Hon.  Honoe  Wheaton  addiested 
to  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  a  circular  rdatire  to  the  Gorem* 
ment  contracts  for  beef  and  pork  packed  with  Onondaga  solar  salt, 
which  embodied  the  following  enquiries : 

Ist.  At  what  stations  the  articles  furnished  under  this  contract  were 
consumed  ? 

8d.  Did  the  pork  and  beef  thus  furnished  keep  sweet  and  sound 
until  it  was  usad  ?  * 

3d.  What  length  of  time  intenrened  between  the  packing  of  the 
beef  and  pork  and  its  consumption  ? 


(  No,  a  ) 

Commodore  ShuhricVs  Answer. 

Commodore  Shubrick  answers,  that  in  1843,  a  contract  was  made 
by  Government  with  Thomas  Spencer  for  25  barrels  of  beef  and 
pork  packed  with  Onondaga  solar  salt.  That  the  beef  was  delivered  : 
tfaat  on  dbe  5l)i  June,  1843,  the  U.  S.  ship  Saratoga  was  sent  to  the 
coast  of  Africa  with  12  barrels  of  it  on  board :  and  that  on  the  6th 
Jnl^,  1843,  Ae  remaining  13  barrels  were  shipped  to  Hong  Kong, 
China,  with  particular  directions  to  Com.  Pariier  to  report  especially 
apon  the  preserratite  qualities  of  the  Onondaga  solar  salt. 


(  No»  3.  ) 

ResuU  of  one  Teet. 

Commodore  Tatnall,  commander  of  the  ship  Saraton,  makes  the 
following  statement,  showing  the  complete  success  of  me  severe  test 
of  OnoMaga  solar  salt,  on  board  of  tbt  ship,  upon  a  long  voyage  to 
the  hottest  dimate : 
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Middletawn,  Ct,  January  9, 1845. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commit* 
nication  of  the  S4lh  ult.,  in  regard  to  the  12  baircls  of  beef  cured 
with  Onondaffa  solar  m^V  "tHM^  F^>^  l^^t^  ^  board  the  Saratoga 
for  issue,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaming  the  merits  of  that  de« 
scription  of  salt  in  the  prefenratipn  of  nf^yy  \^(. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  an  order  upon  the  subject  from 
Com.  M.  C.  Perry,  dated  August  12,  1843,  agreeably  to  which  one 
of  the  barrels  of  experimental  beef  was  opened  ana  examined  in 
June,  1844. 

A  report  was  made  by  a  board  of  surrey,  consisting  of  three  offi* 
cers,  two  of  whom  reported  favorably,  and  the  third  dissented.  The 
^puoimi  of  ibe.  officers  and  crew  coincided  widi  the  majority.  Triple 
lies  of  the  report  w«re  famished  tlM  Commodore, 
[ttst  hefofo  reaching  Noilolk,  «  part  of  die  remainder  of  the  IS 
barrels  was  served  out,  and  fottiidt^  be  esoeUent.  The  balance  wae 
traasfevied  to  the  nary  store  at  Oosp<^.  It  hae  a 
mark  known  to  Mr.  Bridge,  late  purser  of  the  Saratoga. 

I  Inye  detered  a  reply  to  your  communication  vntil  I  reeeived  my 
papers  from  Norfolk,  in  the  expectation  that  I  mi^ht  find  a  copy  ot 
the  rqpait  of  sttrvey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  081  AH  TATNALL,  Commander. 
Com.  W.  B.  Shui&ick,  ChUf^  Bmtau 

Provisions  and  Clothing. 


ecjMos 

JU8I 


(  No-  4.  ) 

Report  from  General  Gibson^ 

In  tbo  feUtwing  lotlsr  to  the  War  DaAitment,  Cl«n.  Gibsos  nakee 
%  detailed  stalemeot  of  eevend  tests  c/  tke  OnoAdaga  solar  salt,  h 
will  U^  a«eii  that  tkia  officer,  ^mder  hie  respepaihility  as  Commissary* 
OeMval  of  itaibfisfteMe,  statee,  in  view  of  tests,  the  rea^lts  of  wUtb 
were  before  him  and  are  gimn  ia  his  letter,  that  ^  the  evideace  thus 
far  shows  the  domestic  (Onondaga)  salt,  to  be  equal  to  the  Turk's 
Island  salt." 

Could  Gen.  Gibson  possibly  say  more  ?    But  to  his  letter : 

OmCB  OF  C0HMI8SABT*GbNERAL  SrrBSISTKNCB,       I 

Washington,  19th  April,  1845.  ) 

Sir:  On  the  S4th  of  October,  1842,  a  contract  was  made  with 
MesMra.  TawBseod  -de  Jamea,  of  Albani^  Ntm^YoA^  &r  a  smdl  quan-' 
ti^  of  posk,  to  be  enred  eaelasively  with  Onondaga  solar  sah* 

limlefppe  the  uaa  of  Turk's  IsUnd  aah  haa  alwa^  baaa  requiM 
in  aaltiiig  and  packing  pork  for  the  army,  and  the  8walttati«B«  da* 


nestte  ioUtr  Mdt  i#ti  d(Mngnid  ftft  w  txifi^rioMit^  tuhd  #M  itt«d«i  Iqr 
diMetiwi  6f  the  War  Dtspanmem. 

Under  th^  tontmet  m  qaastion,  48  buntls  of  {)dric,  ^lired  if  iih  lh« 
Onondaga  solar  salt,  were  receiyed  by  the  CotsktiiiMwtf  of  ^bsili- 
Vbnte  in  N«#-Totk,  <n^  May  Isli  1S48; 

Portidnfe  of  this  pork  vmrt  shipp^  (o  8u  Atigliistifld  kind  Key  W^it, 
Fla.,  and  to  New-OrleiUdSi  La.,  tor  txial  in  a  iMMrthem  dimate. 

(hdera  w^«e  jdveh  that  this  pork  should  be  issued  at  inlervttis  da- 
ting tvro  ywm  uem  theda»  of  its  pfepattetiiMi  and  that  iu  eondittdh 
gM  quality  shMld  be  noted. 

In  consequMce  of  the  ft^quetit  change  of  oDIcers  OA  duty  in  this 
department,  the  repdrts  hare  not  been  so  minute  as  could  be  desired. 

In  relation  to  the  lot  of  this  pork  kept  in  Ne#-York,  Captain  Eaton 
reports  that  it  was  in  Januaiy,  1845,  when  iwoyear^  oM,  well  pr^sert- 
ed,  and  the  average  weight  of  pork  in  a  barrel  was  206  lbs.  18  ounees. 

At  Fort  Jesup,  La.,  a  quantity  of  this  e^lar  salt  perk  was  issued  in 
November,  1843,  when  it  was  ten  or  twelve  months  old,  and  Captain 
Arnold  reports  it  as  "  preferable  in  ev«tty  respect  to  the  pofk  now 
furnished  at  this  port  (Fort  Jesup,  La.,)  by  contract. 

At  Key  West,  Fla.,  Lieut.  Reere  reports  of  a  quantity  issued 
when  ten  or  twelve  months  old,  '*  that  it  was  all  of  superior  quality, 
the  '  amy '  porit  losing  less  by  boiling  than  the  ^  mess '  poHL^^preba* 
bly  because  it  is  not  so  fau" 

At  8t.  Augustine,  Fla,,  Lieut.  L.  Smith  reporU  ''  that  on  the  10th 
of  April,  1844,  (when  the  pork  was  16  or  19  months  old,)  two  barrels 
solar  salt  pork  and  two  barrels  '  Baltimore  pork,'  (cured  with  Turk's 
Island  salt,)  not  very  fat,  but  of  excellent  quality,  were  issued  to  this 
command.  The  Baltimore  pork  was  pronounced  by  all  the  oompa^ 
Dies  to  be  superior  in  firmness,  sweetness,  and  shrunk  less  in  boiling." 

A  like  comparison  was  made  with  New-Vork  pork  cured  with 
foreign  salt,  when  the  solar  salt  pork  lost  nftore  in  boiling.  In  both 
these  experiments  the  different  kinds  of  pork  were  of  the  same  age» 
In  New-Orleans,  La.,  three  barrels  were  issued  in  Jaauaryi  1843| 
when  over  two  years  old,  and  Captain  Grayson  reports  that  one  barrel 
of  solar  salt  'army'  pork  ^'had  no  brine  whatever  in  it,  and  though  it  was 
somewhat  rusty,  was,  when  scraped,  perfectly  sound  and  of  good  co- 
lor, tasted  well,  and  was  sweet.''  This  is  stroiig  testimony.  In  re- 
lation to  the  other  two  barrels  of  solar  salt  pork,  which  were  mess, 
Capt.  6.  says  *'  they  looked  as  well  in  every  particular  as  any  mess 
pork,  however  fresh,  that  I  ever  opened." 

On  comparison  with  some  new  Cincinnati  porki  he  says  that  on 
boiling  over  six  hours, 

8^  solar  pork  reduced  to  df, 
**  Cincinnati  new  pork  to  A\. 
Both  pieces  had  firmness,  sweetness,  and  good  color,  though  I  con^ 
ceive  the  taste  was  in  ^vor  of  the  Cincinnati  pork.  At  Fort  Plke« 
Jja.,  one  barrel  was  issued  when  about  two  years  dd,  knA  Lieut.  Da^ 
na  reports  it  as  *'  far  inferior  to  that  cured  with  foreign  salt ;  as  whitei 
Mieid,  and  very  soft.'* 

At  PMkiaiidii,  t1a.t  Liem.  MwtsooMty  M  'UeeMffd^ik 
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aminattoB  of  tbii  poik  with  pork  eued  with  foreign  salt,  prcrred  that 
in  point  of  color,  firmnest,  and  sweetness,  there  was  no  perceptible 
difference,  but  that  the  pork  cured  with  solar  salt  did  not  lose  so  much 
in  boiling  as  the  other." 

It  appears  that  the  sdar  salt  pork^  or  a  part  of  it,  was  put  op  in 
larger  pieces  than  is  usual,  and  that  it  was  also  yery  fat :  two  facts 
much  to  the  disadvantage  ai  the  solar  salt  pork. 

Although  this  eneriment  has  been  of  too  limited  a  character  to 
allow  any  general  cnange  in  the  rules  heretofore  regulating  the  curing 
of  meat  for  the  army,  yet  I  think  it  is  sufficient  to  authorise  a  more 
extensive  trial  of  the  domestic  solar  salt  The  evidence  thus  far 
showing  that  it  is  equal  to  the  Turk's  Island  salt. 

I  should  add  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Summers,  of 
.Virginia,  authority  was  given  to  make  like  trial  of  pork  cured  with 
ELanawha  solar  salt,  but  none  has  been  offered  for  the  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Mabct,  Secretary  of  Wwr. 


Copy  of  Farley  HowUtfs  fetter,  one  of  the  most  extenrioe  packers  of 

prooisions  in  the  western  country, 

Syracuse^  Sept.  9,  1842. 
Dear  Sir — ^In  relation  to  your  inquiry  concerning  my  knowledge  of 
packing  provisions  with  Onondaga  salt,  I  reply,  that  1  have  been  en- 
gaged m  slaughtering  and  packing,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  du- 
ring that  time  have  packed  between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand  bar- 
rels of  beef  and  pork.  « 

I  have  used  the  Onondaga  salt  for  the  above  purpose,  and  have 
never  lost  a  barrel  of  provisions  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the  salt, 
and  believe  the  Onondaga  solar  salt  to  be  as  good  as  the  TurkVIsland, 
for  any  purpose  to  which  it  may  be  applied. 

Respectfully  yours. 

PARLEY  HOWLETT, 

Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork» 
■   Tho's  Sfbncbb,  Syp%  ^. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Judsoris  letter^  who  is  also  an  extensive  packer  of  pro- 

visions^  at  Albany  : 

Albany,  Sept.  12,  1842. 
Augustus  Jajnes,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — ^Your  note  of  this  morning  has  been  handed  to  me,  by 
Mr.  Spencer,  requesting  my  opnion  of  the  solar  salt  made  at  the  Onon- 
daffa  salt  sprinffs. 

while  I  held  the  office  of  inspector  of  provisions  in  this  city  some 
j^ears  back,  I  inspected  large  quantities  of  pork  which  had  been  packed 
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with  the  salt  made  at  thote  iprings^  which  appeared  to  be  as  well  cond 
and  as  bright  as  that  packed  with  any  other  salt. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  lliat  nearly  the  whole  of  the  large  quantities 
of  pork  aelUng  in  the  city  of  New- York,  is  packed  and  cured  with 
this  salt. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  L,  JUDSON. 


The  following  letters  of  Giles  WilUams^  Esq,  and  Counng,  Rtch- 
mond,  Willicans  ^  Co,^  dre  from  extensive  dealers  in  provisions 
in  the  city  ef  New-York : 

New-York,  Sept.  14,  1842. 
Thomas  Spencer,  Esq. 

Sir — Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  take  much  pleasure  in  stating  that 
1  have  used,  in  packing  provisions  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  the  coarse  solar 
salt  manufactured  at  Onondaga  springs,  and  have  always  found  it  equal 
in  every  particular  to  the  best  foreign  salt.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  equally  good  for  packing  pork  and 
beef<,  My  pork  that  was  packed  with  this  salt  exclusively  last  winter, 
reached  here  in  June,  and  not  a  barrel  condemned.  It  was  bright  and 
handsome. 

Yours,  very  respectfully^ 

GILES  WILLIAMS. 

We  have,  for  a  number  of  yea^s,  dealt  in  poric  and  beef  from  the 
western  country,  and  concur  m  the  opinion  oi  the  Onondaga  salt  ex- 
pressed  above. 

COWING,  RICHMOND,  WILLIAMS  &  Co. 

Commission  Merchants,  New-York. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Franchere^s  letter^  agent  of  the  American  Fur  Company. 

New-York,  Uih  Sqdember,  1842. 
Thomas  Spencer,  Esq. 

Sir — Mr.  John  Townsend  having  requested  Ramsey  Crooks,  Esq. 
president  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  to  furnish  you  with  a  letter 
expressive  of  his  opinion  of  the  quality  of  the  '^  coarse  salt"  furnished 
by  the  Syracuse  salt  works,  and  employed  to  cure  the  fish  put  up  at 
the  fisheries  on  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Crooks,  I  have  to  state  for  your  information,  that  I  have  been  engaged 
in  those  fisheries  from  1835  to  1839.  The  coarse  salt  was  brought 
into  use  in  1836  and  '37,  and  answered  our  purpose  extremely  well. 
I  have  carried  some  of  the  fish  cured  in  1839  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Ohio  river,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  and  kept  it  there  a  whole 


90  [AittMLT 

fMf  )^irf(0ethr  BOliUdi    The  Mh,  on  opening  iifoil  of  ilie  buMi, 
was  not  yet  dfisBolved. 

Tour  obediettt  Mmnti 

GABRIEL  FRANCHER£. 


Letter  from  E.  Meriam  Esq.  of  Brooklyn. 

BroMyn,  Dec.  19tA,  1849. 

Dear  Sir — I  take  the  liberty  to  hand  you  herewith  a  statement  of 
the  import  of  salt  into  the  port  of  New*York«  for  one  year  ending  Nor. 
aOth,  1845. 

You  will  perceive  in  this  statement  that  604,084  bushels  of  salt  is 
from  Liverpooly  England^  and  is  either  the  blown,  ground  or  coarse 
fine  salt.. 

In  the  event  of  a  war»  American  salt  will  become  an  article  of  ab* 
solute  necessity. 

When  in  Upper  Canada,  in  1844,  I  made  inquiry  in  reference  to 
the  consumption  of  Onondaga  salt,  and  was  iutormed  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Grover,  an  extensive  merchant  at  Colbome,  that  he  kept  the  foreign 
salt  and  also  the  Onondaga,  and  that  his  customers  preferred  the  Onon* 
daga  salt  for  packing  provisions. 

The  quantity  of  salt  imported  into  the  port  of  New-York  for  one 
year  commencmg  with  the  first  day  of  December.  1844,  and  ending 
the  dOth  day  of  November,  1845,  is  1,040,457  busnels  of  56  lbs.  each. 
The  import  of  salt  into  the  port  of  NewYork  for  12  months  com* 
mencing  with  January  1,  and  ending  with  December  31,  1843,  was 
1,564,527  bushels.  The  import  for  1844«  commencing  with  January 
1,^  and  ending  with  November  SOlh,  was  1,508,059  oushels.  The 
import  for  1844  and  1845,  commencing  with  December  Ist,  1844,  and 
ending  with  November  aO,  1845,. is  1,040,457,  of  which  604,084  is 
Liverpool  salt. 

Thmking  the  custom-house  returns  would  not  be  made  sufiSciently 
early  for  December  imports  for  your  report,  has  induced  me  to  vary 
the  period  of  time  to  November  30,  in  making  up  this  statement. 

All  the  coarse  salt  idaported  into  New-YoriL  tor  12  months,  is  bul 
436|373  cttstom*house  bushels. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

E.  MERIAM. 
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f 

STATEMENT 

Of  the  whole  amount  of  Salt  inspected  in  the  village  of 

Liverpool,  during  the  jewc  1845. 

Biisl)«lt.    Ibi. 

For  4  of  a  week  endinff  Jan.   4, 34.00 

For  toar  weeks  ending  Feb.     1,.... 29I42.6I 

do                 March  1« ;....  I96(t6«40 

do                   do     29,.....^ 84.06 

do                  April  26, ^.,...  27,030.06 

do                  May  24, ,  65,594.54 

do                 June  21, 84,233.13 

do                  July    19 91.533.32 

do                  Aug.  16, ,.  81,426.35 

do                  Sept.  13, 76,853.82 

do                  Oct.    11, ^  75,960.32 

do                 Nov.    8, 76,172.08 

do                 Dec.     6, ,  32,536.20 

•f            do                   do     81, 1,141.85 

y^™^— '— ■    ■' 

TotaI,.^..,«^«,..».««..^  619,850,89 
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(  No.  7.  ) 

SCIENTIFIC  OBSERVATIONS, 

Directed  to  be  taken  by  the  Sth  sec.  of  the  act  passed  April  18,  1833. 

■ 


r 


S 

•c 


Height  of 
Salometer. 


Height  of 
Baroraeter. 


a 


State  of  the  Weather 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORIC. 


No,  10. 


IN  ASSEMBLY. 

January  7,  1846 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREAStJRER. 

TREASURER^af  OfFICE,      I 

Albany f  January  7,  1846. 1 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly : 

Sir  —  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  my  annual  report. 

I  am,  sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  ENOS. 

Treasurer. 


[Assembly,  No.  10.]  i  ( 1 1.  &  250] 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


mm 


to  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

The  State  Treasurer,  pursuant  to  law,  respectfully  submits  the 
following 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1845. 

TREASURER'S  OFFICE,  i 
State  op  New- York,       I 
Albany,  January  2,  1846. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Oct,  1844,      $99,737  26 
Amount  of  receipts  from  the  1st  day  of  Oct.  1844,  to 

the  30th  day  of  Sept.  1845,  inclusive, ; . .  •     4,933,077  02 

$5,032,814  28 
Amount  of  payments  during  the  same  period, 4,886,493  31 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  day  of  September, 

1845, ;«.. ••...     $146,320  97 

Summary  of  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Treasury  during  the  last 

fiscdl  year : 

RECEIPTS. 

On  account  of  the  General  Fund, 

Arrears  of  county  taxes, $36,31 2  90 

Interest  on          do           •. 5,184  58 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  •  •  71,768  79 

Carried  forward,  ••••^•••«  $ 


(I 
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Brought  forward, $ 

Sales  of  lands, «•»  385  T7 

Fees  of  the  Comptroller's  office,  •  •  • .  1 44  80 

Secretary's        ^*      ....  1,367  78 

Surveyor*Generars  office  31  00 

Pedlar's  licenses, 1,750  00 

Tax  on  foreign  insurance,  ,.•..♦...  2,675  38 

Auctionduty, 176,!9S  63 

Salt  duty 132.024  84 

Interest  on  Treasury  deposits,  .....  5,842  29 

Banking  Departnnent. ....•,..  17,650  18 

Sales  of  lands  for  taxes,, 1,312  64 

Clerk  Supreme  Court,  New- York,..  3,481  85 

do                    do     Albany,  ....  1,827  52 

do                    do    Uiica,..«««*  1,146  37 

do                    do    Geneva,  •  t  <  •  364  23 

Clerk  2d  chancery  circuit, 687  70 

"      4th              do           289  87 

•«      6lh              do            132  82 

«      6lh              do           6  33 

"      7lh              do            173  55 

"      8lh              do 600  13 

Register  in  Chancery, •  1 ,254  94 

Assitant  Hegisier  in  Chancery, 5,533  37 

Clerks'  and  Registers'  fees, 1 8,073  23 

Assessments    for  draining  lands   in 

Jefferson  county, •  624  33 

Temporary  loans,  principal, ........  478,973  1 0 

premiums,......,  10,753  50 

Madison  marsh  tax, 52  64 

Escheats, 563  62 

Sute  tax, 548,504  09 

Sales  Natural  History  of  New- York,  326  80 

Military  fines, 40  00 

Miscellaneous, •  6,951  05 

$1,533,040  59 

Carried  forward, • 
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Brought  forward .•.•••••..    $1»533,040  59 

School  Fund. 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands,  • 844,633  52 

Principal  on            do          54,721  84 

Interest  on  loans, 19,275  97 

Principal        do   32,477  99 

Interest  on  State  stock •  3,1 19  59 

Interest  on  loan  of  1 792, 5,973  93 

Principalon        do          3,199  09 

Interest  on  loan  of  1 808,  •  • 1 2,984  1 2 

Principal  on         do           2,672  00 

Interest  on  loan  of  1840, 512  75 

Sales  of  lands, 14,701   37 

Rents  of  lands  leased, 314  07 

Dividends  on  bank  stock, •  •  •  4,382  74 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  arrears 

of  consideration, •  •  3,149  68 

Revenue  from  the  United  States  De- 
posit Fund, 165,000  00 

Interest  on  $84,353*  15  received  from 

the  United  States, 7,287  34 

$374,406  00 

Literature  Fund, 

Interest  on  State  slock,  . .  •  #    •..••.  $5,886  08 

Dividends    on    bank   and   insurance 

stock, 13,278  79 

Revenue  from  the  United  States  De- 
posit Fund,  36,422  01 

65,586  88 

United  States  Deposit  Fund. 

Interest  on  loans, $251 ,485  80 

Principal  on  do     262,645  11 

Sales  of  lands, 7,081    17 

Interest  on  Slate  stock, 82  50 

Mi^cllaneous, •••  961  56 

Bonds  for  lands, : 15,308  11 

537,564  26 

Carried  forward,. •••« ••••  $ 
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Brought  forward,  ••••••••«•••.« •  $ 

Bank  Fund. 

Contributions  by  banks « •  #dd»700  00 

Interest  on  State  stock, 2,600  00 

Sale  of  Astor  stock, 20,000  00 

do  Bank  Fund  stock, 4,000  00 

Interest  on  bonds  and  niortgages,  •  • .  140  00 

60,340  00 

Erie  and  Champlain  Canal  Fund. 

Tolls,  i $2,182,095  67 

Rent  of  surplus  water, •  • « .  1 ,625  87 

Sales  of  lands, 3,954  32 

Miscellaneous, ••••••••••  1,026  50 

$2,188,601  26 

Oswego  Canal  Fund. 
tolls, 50,716  83 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  Canal  Fund. 
Tolls, 27,384  82 

Chemung  Canal  Fund. 
Tolls, 19,042  20 

Crooked  Lake  Canal  Fund. 
TeUs,  i \  806  56 

Chenango  Canal  Fund. 
ToUsi 22,829  36 

Genesee  Valley  Canal  Fund. 
Tolls,.* 19,103  17 

Sundry  Funds. 

Mariners'  Fund, • • •  31,936  75 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  Raihroad  Co.  Sinking  Fund,  4,081  64 

Auburn  and  Rochester                   do              do  6,447  83 

Tonawanda                                     do              do  1,996  81 

Tioga  Coal,  Iron,  &c.  Company                     do  43  08 

Long  Island  Railroad  Company                      do  150  00 

Total  receipts,  ..* •••.«•*•..«     84,933,077  02 
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PAYMENTS. 


On  account  of  the  General  Fund, 

Governor, $4,000  00 

Chancellor, 3,000  00 

Vice-Chancellor  and  assistants,  •  ♦ 6,100  00 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ••••%••  8,891  09 

Judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  ••«•••  4 « .  12,651  50 

Comptroller, * 2,600  00 

Deputy  Comptroller, «•••••.  1,500  00 

Secretory  of  S tote 2, 500  00 

Deputy  Secretary,  .... , *....  1,500  00 

Treasurer, 1,500  00 

Deputy  Treasurer, 1,300  00 

Attorney-General, »•**••••  1,000  00 

Surveyor-General, 1,000  00 

Adjutant-General ^ 1,000  00 

Commissary-General,  • ••••»•«  700  00 

Judge  Advocate  General,  ••••*«>•••••  150  00 

Govemor^s  Private  Secretary, « 600  00 

Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court, *  375  00 

do.                Court  of  Chancery,  .  •  •  500  00 

Stote  Librarian, 548  70 

Assistant  Librarian, 342  48 

Chancellor's  clerk 600  00 

Comptroller's  clerks, ^.....i...  5,911  68 

6ccretary's  clerks, 2,822  74 

Treasurer's  clerk, 800  00 

Attorney-General's  clerk, •  •  •  800  00 

Surveyor-General's  clerk,  •••.«••••..•  699  99 

Ad^tant'-General's derk, »•*  500  00 

Doorkeeper:  to  the  Executive  Chamber,  723  00 

Clerk  Supreme  Court,  New-York,  ....  5,500  00 

de                  Albany, 4,800  00 

do                   Utica, 4,780  14 

do                   Geneva, 4,229  92 

derk  2d  Chancery  Circuit, 1,500  00 

"     4th             do               ..4 1)200  00 


rtta 


CaiTried  forward,. .  ••••..$ 
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Brought  forward, $ 

Clerk  5th  Chancery  Circuit, 1 ,500  00 

"      6lh             do                4 1,200  00 

••      7lh              do                4 1,503  00 

"      8lh             do                3,000  00 

Hegistcr  in  Chancery,  .*^••4 4,520  00 

Assistant  Register  in  Chancery, 7,637  00 

Committee  to  exaoiine  the  Treasurer's 

accounts,  ••••• ••« •  1 ,045  50 

Electors  of  President  and  V  ice  President,  1 ,982  70 

Incidental  expenses  of  Government,  •  * .  444  55 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  •• .  62,141  79 

Salt  duty,  (expenses), • •  • «  3]  ,527  56 

Banking  department, •  • . . .  11 ,874  89 

Clinton  prison, ^ 56,848  33 

Auburn    do,      120  38 

Mount  Pleasant  prison, •  •  •  •  •  18,663  15 

Expenses  of  the  Legislature  and  public 

offices,  including  pay  of  members  and 

officers  of  the  Legislature,  fuel,  sta* 

tionery,  &c 97,015  13 

Court  of  Errors, ^.••••.  25,920  90 

Commissary-General's  Department,  ...  14,733  37 

Jefferson  county  drain  tax, 223  05 

Temporary  loans, « •  •  •  • «  7,240  28 

Temporary  loan  from  the  Canal  Fund,  617,365  00 

Interest  on  temporary  loans, 31,216  33 

Interest  on  State  stock, < 236,512  31 

State  debt,  principal, 904  54 

Expenses  of  the  Capitol, 2;970  49 

do            Supreme  Court, •  1,062  58 

do            Court  of  Chancery, .  •  •  1,1 10  00 

do            new  State  Hall,   1,650  81 

do            Geological  Museum,'*  105  40 

Old  State  Hall, 503  62 

Carthage  and  Lake  Champlain  road,* •  •  4,235  50 

Bounty  on  coal, >••  73,812  71 

do       gypsum, 3,884  76 


I 


rt* 


Carried  forward,  •...«•.•$ 
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Brought  forward,  «•••••••$ 

Bounty  on  empty  cstsks,  ••  •  •  • 630  62 

do       lead,i 80  60 

Conyicts, 13,546  07 

Keepers  of  arsenals, •  176  00 

Fugitives  from  justice,  • •  •  •  •  6,381  84 

Brigade  inspectors, 4,476  00 

Courts  martial, 8,068  90 

Costs  of  suit, • 2,149  97 

Countyclerks, 46  90 

Bounty  on  wolves, 80  00 

Surveys,  &c 129  13 

Printing, 61,646  74 

Postage  for  the  public  offices,  • .  • 3,624  30 

Deaf  and  dumb, 21,930  69 

Blind 16,132  04 

Lunatic  Asylum, 31,880  67 

New-York  Hospital, 22,600  00 

New- York  Orphan  Asylum, 500  00 

Prince-street          do           600  00 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  • «  600  00 

Poreignpoor, 10,000  00 

County  treasurers  for  taxes, 22,44 1  44 

Stateux, 2,866  02 

Erroneous  payments  of  taxes, *  •  1,872  43 

Gun  houses, 640  00 

Assessments  on  State  property,  • 891  68 

Purchase  of  Indian  lands,  •..••••.•••  681  07 

Intrusion  on  Indian  lands, • 73  40 

Indian  expenses, .••••••»«  9,795  84 

Roads, 273  13 

Geological  survey, •  61,622  07 

Premium  on  silk,  . .  •♦ 2,139  63 

Rent  and  taxes  of  the  Governor's  house,  1 ,096  77 

Agricultural  societies, 6,474  60 

Discoverers  of  forfeited  estates, 226  27 

Apprehension  of  criminals, •  t .  680  00 

Supreme  Court  library,  ...    1,802  04 

Carried  forward,.. $ 
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Brought  forward,  •  •  • $ 

State  Library, 4,210  97 

Annuity  to  Jame«  Minor,  •  • •  60  00 

Miscellaneous, ..••••       87,299  15 

$1,809,078  66 

School  Fund. 

Dividends  to  county  treasurers,  for  com- 
mon schools,  •  ••• ••  $279,146  94 

Loan  to  Jefferson  county,  •  •  • 2,300  00 

do       Orleans      do      2,000  00 

do      Warren      do 1,500  00 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  arrears  of 

consideration, •••••••*.  211  21 

Surplus  moneys, • 65  12 

Miscellaneous, 217  08 

285,440  85 

U.  S.  Deposite  Fund. 
Revenue, 244,217  31 

Literature  Fund. 

Academies, $40,000  10 

do        for  books,  &c «...         1,536  00 

Delaware  Academy, •  289  50 

Normal  School, 13,200  00 

55,025  60 

Bank  Fund. 

Redemption  of  bills, $57,042  00 

Debtsofbanks 69,488  39 

Interest  on  stock, 1,272  78 

127,808  17 

Erie  and  Champlain  Canal  Fund. 

Revenue, $2,196,010  79 

Miscellaneous, 1,062  50 

2,197,073  29 

Carried  forward,  ...•••••$ 
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Brought  forward^  • $ 

Oswego  Canal  Fund, 

Reyenue, .•••«•         60,716  88 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  Canal  Fund* 
Reyenue, 27,384  82 

Chemung  Canal  Fund. 
Reyenue, 19,042  20 

Crooked  Lake  Canal  Fund. 
Reyenue, • • •••• 805  56 

Chenango  Canal  Fund. 
Reyenue, • • 22,829  35 

Genesee  Valley  Canal  Fund. 
Reyenue,  •• • • 19,103  17 

Sundry  Funds. 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail  Road  Com'y  Sinking  Fundi  -       4,243  20 

Auburn  and  Rochester            do.                     do.  5,663  31 

Tonawanda                             do.                     do.  2,066  59 

Mariners  Fumi, 16,000  00 

Total  Payments^ $4,886,493  31 
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Copy  of  Committee's  Certificate. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK,  > 
Treasurer's  Office,      ) 

Albany,  Slst  December,  1845. 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  appointed  under 
the  act  entitled  '^  An  act  relating  to  the  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
accounts,  and  the  Canal  and  Banking  Departments/'  passed  May  26, 
1841,  haying  made  such  examinations  as  the  law  requires,  and  having 
examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  relating  to  all  moneys  received 
into  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending  on  the  SOth 
day  of  September,  1845, 

DO  CERTIFY : 

That  there  was  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing the  SOth  September,  1844,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  last 
joint  committee,  dated  December  31st,  1844,  and  also  as  appears  by 
the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  dated  December  8th,  1845,  the  sum 
of  ninety-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents, ^9,737  26 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30th,  1845, 
there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  from  all  aourcesi 
as  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  books  and  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  Comptroller,  the  sum  o(  four  millions 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  two  cents, • §4,933,077  02 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  five  millions  thirty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and 

twenty-eight  cents, 5,032,814  28 

Carried  forward, • $ 
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« 

Brought  forward $bfi9%filA  28 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  September,  1845, 
there  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  by  virtue  of 
warrants  of  the  Comptroller,  the  sum  of  four  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  eighty-six  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,      4,886,493  31 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  September  30th,  1845,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents, $146,320  97 


It  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  dated  October 
1,  1845,  that  there  was  deposited  in  that  bank  at  the  close  of  the  fis- 
cal year  ending  September  30th,  1845,  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  State,  the  sum  of  twenty-thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-two  dollars 
and  sixty-four  cents, • •• $20,952  64 

By  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  dated  December 
8th,  1845,  it  appears  there  had  been  deposited  in  that 
bank,  but  not  certified  into  the  Treasury,  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  thirt]'-eight 
cents, $880  38 

Also,  that  checks  numbers  287,  294,  295 
and  296  were  outstanding  at  the  close  of 
said  fiscal  year,  amounting  to  eight  thou- 
sand forty-nine  dollars  and  three  cents,     8,049  03 

8,929  41 


Leaving  in  said  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  at 
the  close  of  said  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  twelve  thou- 
sand twenty-three  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents,  •  •  •  •     $12,023  23 

Carried  forward, • $12,023  23 
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Brought  forward,  ••••  ••/• ^ $12,023  23 

It  appears  by  the  bank  book  of  the  Treasurer,  with  the 
Commercial  Bauk  of  Albany,  and  written  up  by  that 
bank,  that  there  was  deposited  in  said  bank  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  ninety-nine 
cents, $204,877  99 

By  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  da- 
ted December  8th,  1845,  it  appears 
that  there  were  outstandingdrafts  of  the 
Treasurer,  drawn  by  virtue  of  warrants 
of  the  Comptroller  on  that  bank,  but 
not  paid  by  said  bank  at  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  to  the  amount  of  se- 
venty thousand  five  hundred  •and  eighty 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 70,580  26 

Leaving  in  that  bank  on  deposit,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents, $134,297  74 

Making  a  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  in  the  said  two  banks  together,  after  sufficient 
deductions  to  pay  the  outstanding  checks  of  the  Trea- 
surer, the  sum  of  one  hundred  forty  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven 
cents, $146,320  97 


And  that  the  balance  was  deposited  on  that  day,  (dOth  Sept.  1845,) 
as  the  law  directs. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  under 
the  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State,  passed  May  14,  1839,  and  also  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Comptroller  dated  December  8th,  1845,  that  there  was  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  State  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1845,  the  time  when 
the  present  incumbent  came  into  office,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  ninety-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and 
fifty-two  cents, $396,794  52 

Camed  forward, w $896,794  52 
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Brought  forward, • $396,794  52 

Subsequent  to  the  6th  of  Febmary,  1846,  and  up  to  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1845,  there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  from 
all  sources  as  appears  from  the  books  of  the  Treasu- 
rer, and  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller,  the  sum  of 
three  millions  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-one  cent8,$3,184,622  21 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of  three  millions  five  hundred 
and  eighty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  •  •  •  • 3,581,416  73 

During  the  same  period,  from  the  6th  February,  1845, 
up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1845,  there  was  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  by  virtue  of  warrants  of  the  Comptroller, 
the  sum  of  three  millions  four  hundred  thirty*five 
thousand  ninety-five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents,  •  •  $d,435,Q95  76 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
ending  September  30th,  1845,  as  before  stated,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents, $146,320  97 

The  said  committee  therefore  hereby  certify  that  the  accounts  of 
Benjamin  Enos,  Treasurer  of  the  State,  are  regularly  stated  and  ba- 
lanced up  to  and  including  said  30th  day  of  September,  1845,  and 
that  the  balance  was  deposited  on  that  day  as  tlie  law  directs. 

N.  COE, 

(Signed.)  STEPH.  G.  SEARS. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  EN06,  Treaiurer. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORlt. 


No.  11. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  12,  1846. 


Sitanding  Committees  of  the  Assembly. 

JANUARY  12tb,  1846. 


Ccmtnittee  an  Ways  and  Meant. 

Mr.  Baily, 

Mr.  S.  Lawrence, 

Mr.  TildeiH 

■ 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Worden. 

tin  Canals. 

Mr.  Perkins^ 
Mr.  Coe, 

Mr.  Wo]col^ 

• 

Mr.  Benedict, 
Mr.  Skelton. 

On  ihe  judiciary. 

Mr.  Chatfteldi 
Mr.  Grinnell, 
Mr.  DereliiH 

Mr.  J«  Youngs 
Mr.  Cooper 

On  Railroads. 

Mr.  Teffki 
Mr.  Tiias, 
Mr.  Buah, 

Mr.  Rogers, 
Mr.  Blodgeti 
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On  Banks  and  Insurance  Companies. 

.  S.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Hayner, 

.  Tildcn,  Mr.  Hall. 

.  Howk, 


.  GrinnelU 
.  Oliver, 
.  Pierce, 


On  Two-Third  Bills. 

Mr.  Walbridge, 
Mr.  Harris. 


On  Colleges f  Academies  and  Common  Schools* 

.  Ludlow,  Mr.  Rice^ 

.  Spofford,  Mr.  Low. 

.  A.  W.  Young, 


.  Skelton, 
.  Hoover, 
'  Boyce, 


.  Perkins, 
.  Seacoid^ 
.  Tefft, 


.  McNeil, 
.  iStewart, 
.  N.  Lawrence, 


On  Chievances. 

Mr.  Cornwell, 
Mr.  Woodruff. 

On  Privileges  andElection$4 

Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Bush. 

On  Petitions  of  Aliens. 

Mr.  Blakely, 
Mr.  Lake. 


On  erection  and  Division  of  Towns  and  Counties^ 

.  Hazleton,  Mr.  Collins, 

.  Seacord,  Mr.  Phillips. 

.  Eysaoaani 


.  Lawyer^ 
.  Pills, 
.  Dean^ 


On  Claims, 

Mr,  Burnell, 
Mr.  Foster 
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On  Internat  Affairs  of  T^(Him$  tmd  Counties. 

Mr.  Chatc,  Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Foot. 

Mr.  Heermance, 
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On  Mediai  Soeietieranft  Colleges^ 

.  C.  Drake,  Mr.  McClelland, 

.  Sandi,  Mr.  Long. 

.  PottCTi 

On  Incorporation  of  Cities  and  Villages. 

.  Wells,  Mr.  Liddle, 

.  R.  R.  Thompson,  Mr.  Clark. 

•  Marrin,  ^ 

On  the  Mttnttfacture  of  Stilt 

.  A.  Wood,  Mr.  Searl, 

.  Willis,  Mr.  Nolton. 

.  Woodwortb, 

On  Trade  and  Uamtfactures. 

•  Sterenson,  Mr.  Beach, 
.  Ensign,  Mr.  HaxtoB, 


.  R.  Drake, 

0n  State  Prisons. 

.  Gregory,  Mr.  Rathbon, 

.  Hayward,  Mr.  Storrs. 

;  Small, 

C9S  Bngroeeed  JMUs. 

.  Albertson,  Mr.  Vi^e, 

.  Cole^  Mr.  Smith* 

•  Barton, 

On  JUiOttte'  and  PuUh  D^fmos. 

.  Udall,  Mr.  Fullerton, 

.W.S.Sherwood,  Mr.  HalL 

:  O.  F,  MarshaU, 
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Mr.  E.  Marshall, 
Mr.  Primmer, 
Mr.  Beard, 


Mr.  L.  Miller^ 
Bh.  Van  Bergen^ 
Mr.  King, 


Mr.  Rogers^ 
Mr.  Marks, 
Mr.  Hoover, 


Mr.  Grares, 

Mr.  Fleet, 
Mr.  Kinne, 


Mr.  KinnOy 
Mr.  Hawks, 
Mr.  Sbafer, 


Mr.  Albertson, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


On  Roads  and  Bridget. 

Mr.  Bell, 
Mr.  Johnson. 

Qu  Public  Landt. 

Mr.  J.  Woodi, 
Mr.  Cost. 

On  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Kingman, 
Mr.  Shelton, 


On  ChifitabU  and  Religious  Sooietie^ 

Mr.  Bloss, 
Mr.  Boughton. 

On  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Durfee., 

On  EsBpiring  Laws. 

Mr.  Dorrance^ 
Mr.  J.  Miller. 


On  Expensss  of  Esecutivo  DepartmmL 

Mu  Pitts,  ^  Mr.  French, 

Mn  Morehouse,  Mr.  Angle. 

Mr.  IK^illis, 


Mr.  VoorhSes, 
Mr.  D.  Sherwoodr 
Mr.  Wisner,. 


On  Expenses  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Blakely, 
Mr«  Loomis^ 


No.  ll.J 


Mr.  Dereliiii 
Mr.  GardiDer« 
Mr.  WaU oPt 


Mr.  Townsendy 
Mr.  Seacordf 
Mr*  CliMC, 


Mnt  Libmry  Committer. 

Mr.  Fuller, 
Mr.  Wisner. 

On  Public  Printing* 

Mr.  A.  Wood, 

Mr*  J*  Ry  Thompson 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  12. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 

January  12,  1846< 


RESOLUTIONS 

Relative  to  Leasehold  Estates. 

[Offesdd  by  Mr.  PEREINS.] 

Resolvedt  That  the  committee  which  may  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  repoit  upon  that  portion  of  the  Goremor's  message  relating  to 
leasehold  tenures,  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report, 

First.  Whether  an  act  making  devises  by  will  of  leasehold  estates 
for  over  twenty-one  years  roid,  and  proTiding  for  the  descent  of  such 
estates  to  heirs,  according  to  the  statute  of  descents  of  intestate  estates, 
would  tend  to  the  more  speedy  termination  of  leasehold  estates,  and 
to  aid  in  effeoting  a  just  compromise  between  landlord  and  tenant. 

Second.  Whether  such  a  law  would  be  unconstitutional  or  repug- 
nant to  Tested  rights. 

Thirdf  Whether  a  statute  of  limitations  as  to  rents  accruing  upon 
leases  under  seal,  to  six  years  after  rent  accrued ;  and  as  to  rents  now 
due  or  oyer  due,  to  six  years  from  the  passage  of  the  act,  would  tend  to 
the  advantage  or  disadrantage  of  tenants  of  manorial  estates. 


[Assembly,  No.  12.]  1  [u.  n.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-VOHK. 


No  13. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  12^  1845. 


CONCURRENT  RESOLUTIONS 

Oil  the  subject  of  the  Militiai 
[Offered  by  Mr.  W.  S.  SHERWOOD.] 

Whe&£a8,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  reposes  the  pcii\r* 
er  to  organize^  arm  and  discipline  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  alone  :  And  whereas,  the  laws  passed  by  that  body  more 
than  fifty  years  since,  to  accomplish  and  carry  out  the  design  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  in  this  respect,  are  not  suited  to  the  pre- 
sent wants  or  condition  of  the  country,  and  are  extremely  defective  i 
Therefore 

Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur)  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  further  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  a  law  providing  for  re-organizing,  arming  and  disci- 
plining the  militia  of  the  United  States  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
most  likely  to  establish  and  sustain  an  efficient  militia. 

Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur)  That  in  the  opinion  of  tkis  Le-* 
gislaturc)  such  a  law  should  provide  for  classifying  the  militia  accord- 
ing to  age  ;  for  decreasing  materially  the  number  who  shall  be  com*^ 
pelled  to  perform  military  service ;  for  arming  the  militia ;  for  fur- 
nishing instruction  in  military  tactics,  and  for  compensating  the  citizen 
soldier  for  his  time  and  expenses  in  attending  the  drills  and  inspec- 
ft  tions  of  the  militia* 

Resolved^  (if  the  Senate  concur)  That  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  eich  of  our  Senators  and  Repre« 
tentatires  in  Congress. 

[Ais«inbly,  No.  18.]  i  [u.  n.] 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK* 


No.  14. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  6,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Canal  Commissioners. 

Atbany,  January  10,  1846. 

7b  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly : 

Sir — Herewith  is  tnuumitted  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Canal  Conn' 

missioners. 

We  are,  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serr'tSi 

JONAS  EARLL,  Junior^ 
NATH'L  JONES, 
STEPHEN  CLARK, 
DAN'L  P.  BISSELL. 


(Assembly,  No.  14.]  1    .  [5 1  &  260.] 


REPORT- 


STATE  OP  NEW-YORK,    I 

CaKAL  CoMMIttSIONEE's   OfFICS,  > 

Albany 9  Janury  10,  1846* 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK- 

Pursuant  to  law  the  Canal  Commissioners  respectfully  submit  their 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  Commissioners  met  at  the  the  new  State  Hall,  in  the  City  of 
Albany,  on  the  dd  day  of  February  last,  and  after  determining  by  lot 
the  classes  to  which  they  respectively  belonged,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  3d  section  of  the  act  chapter  280,  Laws  of  1844,  organized  as 
a  board  by  appointing  Jonas  Earll  junior  their  President,  and  Na- 
thaniel Jones  their  Secretary. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  act,  chapter  6,  Laws  of  1845,  Jonas  Earll 
junior,  Stephen  Clark  and  Nathaniel  Jones,  became  acting  Commis* 
sioners  for  the  year. 

The  board  assigned  to  each  of  the  acting  Commissioners  in  special 
charge,  the  line  or  portion  of  the  line  of  canals  as  follows : 

To  Nathaniel  Jones,  the  Erie  canal  from  Albany  to  the  west  side  of 
the  Oneida  Creek  feeder  including  the  Albany  basin,  Champlain  canal 
and  Glens  Falls  feeder  and  pond  above  Troy  dam,  Oneida  Lake  canal 
and  feeder  and  Black  River  canal  and  feeder. 

To  Jonas  Earll  junior,  the  Erie  canal  from  the  west  side  of  the 
Oneida  Creek  feeder  to  the  west  bounds  of  Wayne  county,  including 
the  navigable  feeders,  Oswego  canal,  Cajruga  and  Seneca  canal  and 
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inlet  to  the  Cayuga  lake,  Chenango  canal,  Seneca  River  towing  path, 
and  Oneida  River  improvement. 

To  Stephen  Clark,  the  Erie  canal  from  the  west  bounds  of  Wayne 
county  to  Buffalo,  the  Genesee  Valley  canal,  the  Chemung  canal  and 
feeder.  and*Crooked  Lake  canal. 

Navigation  on  the  canals  was  commenced  on  the  15th  of  April  and  closo 
ed  on  the  29th  of  November,  and  continued  with  but  few  interrup- 
tions during  the  season,  which  are  particularly  noticed  in  subsequent 
parts  of  this  report. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  canals  during  the  past  season, 
has  been  greater  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  increase  of  busi- 
ness has  greatly  added  to  the  lockages,  notwithstanding  boats  have 
carried  heavier  cargoes  than  heretofore. 

TOLLS, 

Amount  of  tolls  received  on  all  the  canals  of  the  State  during  the 
season  of  navigation  of  1845. 

On  the  Erie  canal • * $2,361,810  75 

Champlain  canal, .^  119,432  25 

Oswego  canal,  ^ • « •  58,448  60 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, *  32,486  66 

Chemung  canal, 21,617  71 

Crooked  Lake  canal, 1 ,943  86 

Chenango  canal, • 26,567  34 

Genesee  Valley  canal,  .«•••«•«••«...«....  23,144  35 

Oneida  Lake  Canal, «*,.  643  16 

Seneca  River  towing-path,  •  •  •  • 459  10 


i^^mmimmm^w^m^^ 


Total, $2,646,453  78 


■• 


Being  an  increase  of  $200,079*26  over  the  receipts  of  1844« 
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Expenditures  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  from  the  BOth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1844,  to  the  SOth  of  September,  1845. 

On  the  Erie  and  Gbamplain  canals. 

•By  George  W.  Little $18,910  97 

By  Benjamin  Enos, 3,037  66 

By  Jonas  Earll  junior, 32,794  09 

By  Daniel  P.  Bissell 10,306  65 

By  Nathaniel  Jones, 28,716  22 

By  Stephen  Clark, 10,190  52 

•103,956  01 

On  the  Enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal. 

By  George  W.  Little $19,511  56 

By  Benjamin  Enos, 4,199  58 

By  Jonas  Earll  junior, • 6,214  04 

By  Daniel  P.  Bissell,  .  • 3,426  29 

By  Nathaniel  Jones,  , . . .  • 1 13,409  25 

By  Stephen  Clark, 8,369  71 

$155,130  43 

On  the  Chemung  canal. 

By  Jonas  Earll  junior, « • ,  •  S9  90 

9  60 

On  the  Crooked  Lake  canal. 

By  Stephen  Clark, t9  00 

9  00 

On  the  Chenango  canal. 

By  Benjamin  Enos, $153  95 

163  95 

On  the  Black  River  canal. 

By  Benjamin  Enos, $835  91 

By  Nathaniel  Jones, .  • 38,31 1  23 

39,147  14 

On  the  Grenessee  Valley  canal. 

By  Daniel  P.  Bissell, $26,813  07 

By  Stephen  Clark, 8,498  IS 

35,311  25 

Total, $333,717  68 
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There  is  included  in  the  foregoing  statement  of  expenditures  by  su- 
perintendents,$17,890.75,  which  was  expended  by  them  in  bringing 
into  use  the  new  lines  of  canal  at  the  Schoharie  creek,  Jordan  level, 
and  at  other  places ;  under  the  act,  chap.  278,  law  of  1844 ;  which 
sum  deducted  from  the  amount  stated  above,  leaves  the  sum  expended 
for  ordinary  repairs,  $503,564.95.  Of  the  $17,890.75  expended  as 
above, 

*  William  McClary  expended, $2,863  31 

^Nicholas  Schuyler      do        300  00 

*GeorgeStone  do        3,132  12 

*Theodore  D.  Barton  do       7,489  41 

*Samuel  A.  Hetfield,  do        4,105  91 

$17,890  75 


From  the  above  statement,  it  appears  that  the  expenditures  on  the 
canals  by  the  superintendents  for  ordinary  repairs  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  Sept.  1845,  were  greater  than  those*  for  the  year  ending- 
on  the  30th  Sept.  1844,  by  the  sum  of  $38,230.50. 

This  excess  of  expenditure  of  the  last  over  the  previous  year,  wai 
principally  caused  by  an  unusual  amount  of  work  done  during  the 
winter  and  spring  repairs,  in  clearing  out  the  bottom,  and  in  laising 
the  banks  of  the  canal.  This  work  was  deemed  necessaiy  to  giva 
greater  depth  and  supply  of  water,  and  thereby  afford  iqpreaaed  fi^ 
cilities  to  the  navigation. 

LOCKAGES. 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  lockages  at  Alexander's  lock  three- 
miles  west  of  Schenectady,  from  1824  to  1845  inclusive,  is  hereunto 
annexed. 

By  an  examination  of  this  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of 
lockages  at  this  lock  during  the  past  season  of  navigation,  has  been 
greater  than  in  any  previous  year. 

The  increase  of  1844  over  1843,  was  about  5,000,  and  the  increase 
of  the  last  year  over  1844,  about  2,200. 

The  Canal  Commissioners,  in  their  last  annual  report,  at  p.  10,  say, 
*'  If  the  business  on  the  canals  continues  to  increase,  it  will  soon  be 
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indispensable  to  its  uccomraodation  to  have  doable  loeks  broogbt  into^ 
use  at  all  places  from  Albany  to  Syracuse," 

There  are  located  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  between 
Albany  and  Syracuse,  including  those  at  each  place,  49  sets  of  double 
locks.  Of  these,  29  sets  have  been  completed  and  are  now  in  use ; 
three  single  enlarged  locks  have  been  completed  and  are  now  in  use 
by  the  side  of  the  old  locks,  which  are  also  in  use. 

Of  the  remaining  17,  there  are  eight  sets  of  double  enlarged  locks  not 
in  use,  that  are  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  gates  and  the 
building  of  a  portion  of  the  docks,  slope  wall,  dec.  at  the  head  and 
foot  of  the  same ;  and  five  single  enlarged  locks  that  are  al^  not  in 
use,  located  by  the  side  of  old  locks  that  are  in  use.  Two  of  the 
above  five  single  locks  are  completed,  except  the  gates,  docking,  &c.; 
two  have  about  half  of  the  masonry  laid  up,  and  the  other  has  the 
foundation  prepared  to  receive  the  masonry.  All  of  the  stone  required 
to  complete  these  locks,  has  been  delivered. 

Of  the  four  remaining,  there  are  two  single  enlarged  locks  that  have 
been  completed,  and  are  now  in  use  in  the  place  of  two  old  locks  that 
have  been  removed.  At  one  of  these  latter  locations,  the  foundation 
of  another  enlarged  lock,  by  ihe  side  of  that  completed  and  in  use, 
has  been  put  down  ;  a  small  portion  of  the  masonry  laid,  and  the  stone 
for  the  remainder  of  the  masonry  is  in  part  delivered  at  the  lock,  and 
part  at  the  canal  not  far  distant ;  at  the  other  location,  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  lock  by  the  side  of  the  new  one  now  in  use,  will  be  re- 
quired to  complete  the  set. 

At  one  of  the  two  remaining  locations,  embraced  in  the  above  49, 
the  enlarged  Icfck  has  not  been  commenced  ;  to  double  the  lock  at 
this  place,  will  therefore  require  the  construction  of  a  new  lock  by  the 
side  of  the  old  one,  which  is  now  in  use  ;  at  the  other  there  is  a  dou* 
ble  lock  completed  except  the  gates.  This  latter  lock  is  located  near 
the  west  side  of  the  city  of  Utica,  on  a  portion  of  the  canal  that  has 
not  been  enlarged ;  as  the  elevation  of  the  surface  of  the  water  in 
this  level  has  not  been  changed,  the  use  of  the  lock  will  not  at  pre- 
sent be  required. 

Prom  the  preceding  statement,  it  appears,  that  there  are  between 
Albany  and  Syracuse  16  locations  where  single  locks  are  now  in  use, 
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and  that  to  double  these  locks  on  the  plan  of  continuing  in  use  as 

many  of  the  old  locks  as  may  be  practicable,  the  buiding  of  the  gates 
and  a  portion  of  the  docking  and  slope  walls  for  eight  new  double 
locks,  the  finishing  of  six  single  locks,  of  which  there  are  two  now 
prepared  to  receive  the  gates,  and  the  construction  of  two  new  single 
locks  will  be  necessary ;  and  that  when  completed  to  the  extent  aboye 
stated,  there  will  be,  exclusive  of  that  in  the  city  of  Utica,  39  setts  of 
new  double  locks,  and  nine  new  single  locks  by  the  side  of  the  old 
ones. 

To  bring  such  of  the  locks  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statement, 
when  completed  as  above,  into  use,  as  have  not  heretofore  been  in  use, 
the  construction  of  one  aqueduct,  three  culverts  and  seven  bridges ; 
and  the  finishing  of  three  aqueducts,  and  some  other  small  amount  of 
mechanical  work  will  be  required.  With  the  exception  of  the  wood 
trunk  which  remains  to  be  put  in,  one  of  these  aqueducts  is  already 
finished  ;  another  is  also  finished  except  the  trunk,  tlie  masonry  of  one 
of  the  wings,  and  the  arches  and  parapets  forming  the  towing-path  ; 
the  foundation  of  another  is  finished,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  ma- 
sonry laid.  The  other  has  not  been  commenced.  The  stone  to  com- 
plete the  masonry  of  these  structures,  except  the  latter,  has  been  de- 
livered. 

Some  section  work  is  also  necessary  to  render  the  locks  when 
doubled,  available  for  navigation. 

Of  the  lines  that  occur,  independent  of  the  present  canal,  there  are 
three,  upon  each  of  which  is  located  and  nearly  completed  a  double 
lock.  The  excavations  and  embankment  necessary  on  these  sections 
to  bring  the  locks  into  use,  constitute  much  the  largest  portion  of 
the  whole  section  work  required. 

The  remaining  section  work  consists  principally  in  removing  the 
banks  of  the  canal  to  form  connections  with  the  locks,  and  in  a  few 
instances  the  finishing  of  a  short  piece  of  tlie  canal  at  the  head  and  foot 
of  the  locks  will  be  required. 

The  expense  of  repairing  and  bringing  into  use  double  locks  from 
Albany  to  Syracuse,  including  the  other  work  stated  above,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  Chief  Engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  State,  amounts  to 
$295,000. 


No.  14.J  13 

The  expense  of  repairing  and  bringing  into  use  double  locks  at  all 
of  the  locations  except  three  is  estimated  at  $180,000. 

And  bringing  into  use  double  locks  at  all  places  except  five,  is  esti- 
mated at  $115,000. 

The  engineer  in  a  communication  accompanying  the  estimate  re- 
marks that  "  the  estimates  presented  are  made  from  a  general  knowl- 
edge of  the  work  to  be  done  and  from  the  books  in  the  engineers  of- 
fice. These  books  contain  careful  measurements  and  computations  of 
the  work  required  to  finish  the  canal  at  the  several  locations  of  the 
locks  on  the  original  plan  of  the  enlargement ;  as  this  will  not  be  re- 
quired, such  a  modification  of  the  quantities  has  been  made  as  appear- 
ed proper,  to  repair  and  bring  into  use  double  locks  with  the  present 
depth  of  water." 

The  Commissioners  entertain  much  confidence  in  the  estimate  pre- 
sented by  the  Engineer,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  expense  of 
repairing  and  bringing  into  use  double  locks  from  Albany  to  Syracuse 
will  not  exceed  the  sum  stated  by  him. 

Several  of  the  old  aqueducts  and  some  other  structures  for  which 
the  new  ones  will  be  substituted  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  if 
continued  in  use,  will  be  very  expensive  to  maintain. 

To  repair  and  bring  into  use  double  locks  at  all  of  the  locations  be- 
tween the  places  before  mentioned,  will  require  two  or  three  seasons. 

The  Commissioners  respectfully  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
for  such  repairs  oft  that  part  of  the  Erie  canal  from  Albany  to  Syra- 
cuse as  are  necessary  to  bring  into  use  double  locks  at  all  places  where 
they  are  not  now  in  use,  and  that  the  work  be  commenced  and  prosecu- 
ted at  such  times  and  places  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Canal  Board* 
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ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  ERIE  CANAL. 

With  the  exception  of  the  repairs  for  the  improyement  of  the  navi- 
gation, directed  by  the  Canal  Board  in  pursuance  of  the  act  chapter 
278  of  the  Laws  of  1844,  the  unfinished  work  on  the  enlargement 
remains  in  about  the^same  condition  that  it  was  at  the  date  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  made  to  the  Legislature 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1844. 

The  work  of  repairing  and  improving  the  Schoharie  Creek  aque- 
duct, the  new  line  of  the  Jordan  level  and  some  other  work  directed 
by  the  Board  pursuant  to  the  act  above  mentioned,  has  been  completed, 
and  was  brought  into  use  last  spring. 

These  improvements  and  the  cost  of  them  are  more  particularly 
stated  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

Some  of  the  perishable  materials  that  had  been  estimated  and  paid 
for  to  contractors  on  this  work,  have  been  sold  and  some  hove  been 
used ;  all  of  which  have  been  accounted  for  in  the  manner  provided 
for  in  the  above  mentioned  act. 
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Work  done  as  repairs  of  the  Erie  Canal,  under  Ad,  Chap.  HB^ 

Laws  of  lSi4. 

The  contract  for  finishing  two  bridges  in  the  village  of  West-Troy, 
which  was  completed  at  the  time  of  the  last  annual  repprt,  has,  since 
that  period,  been  settled  and  paid  in  full. 

The  contract  for  completing  four  bridges  on  sections  10  and  11^  has 
also  been  closed  during  the  past  season. 

All  the  paving  and  flagging  in  the  streets  adjoining  the  new  bridged, 
in  the  city  of  Schenectady,  have  been  completed  and  the  contract  set* 
tied.  The  total  amount  of  these  three  contracts,  is  ^7,886  45.  The 
work  on  the  new  line  of  canal  at  the  Schoharie  Creek  aqueduct,  to» 
gether  with  that  on  a  portion  of  the  old  canal,  necessarily  connected 
With  it,  which  was  in  proigiess  of  construction  at  the  time  of  the  last 
annual  report,  was  so  far  completed  as  to  be  ready  for  um  on  the 
opening  of  navigation  in  the  Spring.  The  little  work  remaining  to  be 
done  at  that  time,  has  since  been  entirely  finished  and  the  contracts 
c^sed. 

In  consequence  of  bringing  the  new  line  into  use,  it  became  neces* 
sary  to  construct  a  bridge  on  section  No.  55,  where  the  public  road 
crosses  the  canal  below  the  village  of  Foltonville.  A  contract  was  ac- 
cordingly made,  which  included  the  removal  of  a  covered  bridge  from 
the  Erie  Canal  near  Cohoes  ;  and  which  was  rendered  of  jio  further 
use  by  the  completion  of  the  enlargement  at  that  place ;  and  its  re«> 
construction  at  the  point  above  mentioned. 

A  new  farm  bridge  on  section  58,  was  also  foiuid  to  be  hecesisary, 
and  a  contract  for  its  coniUiiction  entered  into. 

After  the  water  had  been  let  into  the  canal,  it  became  evident  that 
from  the  greatly  increased  length  of  the  level,  there  was  a  difficulty 
in  supplying  the  lower  end,  at  the  Schoharie  Creek  aqueduct,  with  the 
requisite  depth  of  water.  One  pair  of  the  new  locks  brought  into 
use,  was  located  a  few  chaina  east  of  the  aqueduct,  and  sufficient  wa- 
ter could  not  be  forced  through  the  old  lock  at  Canajoharie  at  the 
**  Nose"  and  other  points,  to  supply  the  increased  demand  of  the  en- 
larged locks.  This  was  particularly  the  case  during. the  most  busy 
season,  when,  from  the  number  of  boats  on  the  level  at  one  time,  the 
free  passage  of  the  water  was  obstructed. 
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To  remedy  this  difficulty,  a  Contract  was  made  for  raising  still 
higher  the  old  towing  path  and  berm-banks  for  about  three  miles  in 
lengih  at  the  upper  end  of  the  level,  by  which  means  about  one  foot 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  depth  of  water  on  that  distance,  was  obtain- 
ed, and  a  sufficient  head  to  supply  the  lower  end  of  the  level  with  the 
required  depth. 

The  danger  which  had  long  been  apprehended  of  the  occurrence  of 
a  breach  in  the  banks  of  that  portion  of  the  canal  paassing  the  **  Nose*^ 
was  rendered  much  greater  by  the  contemplated  addition  to  the  depth 
of  water.  To  provide  against  which,  in  as  economical  a  manner  aa 
possible,  a  contract  was  made  for  the  removal  of  the  dry  vertical  wall 
and  the  coarse  material  in  (he  rear  of  if,  and  the  sabstilution  in  their 
place  of  a  bank  of  gravel.  This  work  was  done  during  the  last  win- 
ter, and  completed  previous  to  the  opening  of  navigation,  past  the 
most  hazardous  portion  of  the  line.  The  greatest  care  and  skill  are 
necessary  to  provide  against  accidents,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  in  a 
safer  condition  now.  than  before  the  water  was  raised. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  paid  under  the  several  contracts  en- 
tered into  "  to  finish  the  aquednct  across  th^  Schoharie  Creek,  and 
the  new  work  necessary  lo  bring  the  same  into  use  :'' 

Section  No.  52, ^ $5,936  4a 

"         "     54, *• 6,397  93 

"        "     55 4,048  71 

"         **     67,... .- 1,302  78 

Division  No.  1,  Ful ton ville  line, .• 2,684  06 

"         "       2 * 3,098  19^ 

"         "       3, , 2,853  37 

"         "             2d  contract 1,250  31 

Removing  wall  and  replacing  lining  at  "  Nose,'' 980  07 

Bridge  Section  No.  52, 1,296  6a 

Removal  and  re-construction  of  bridge.  Sec.  55; 742  70 

$29,591   0& 


The  expense  incurred  by  the  Snperhitendent  of  repairs,  in  com" 
pleting  certain  portions  of  unfinished  work  connected  with  the  new 
line  above  referred  to,  is  as  follows : 
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loek9  S9  and  30,  .t«t«. , ,«  |3»967  7S 

''          section  No.  51, *.ji«»*,,p*  663  5§ 

"              "         "     63 89  64 

•'              "        "     66, , 44176 

fiemoTing  12  bridges  from  old  to  new  canal,  including 

the  cost  of  embankments  for  the  same, ••»«•••«  li069  94 

Raising  bridges  and  bridge  embankments  from  Fulton«> 

Tille  to  Sprakers,    ••••••••^ ,«•••»•»•   ^^^  934  37 

Raising  and  in  part  rebaildiog»  4  aqueducts,  t 860  00 

8,026  02 
Amount  of  work  done  by  contract,  •  •  • •••«••     29,591  05 

Total  e^ense  of  finishing  *^  the  aqueduct  across  the  Scho- 
harie Creek  and  the  new  work  necessary  to  bring  the 
same  into  use,"  exclusive  of  land  damages  and  engi-         ^ 
neering, « •  ••••$37,617  07 

To  the  above  may  be  added  the  three  contracts  for 
bridges  at  West  Troy,  and  on  sections  10  and  11,  and 
also  paving  and  flagging  in  Schenectady,  beCor^  ZQen- 
tioned, 7,886  45 

Also  the  building  of  James  iitreet  bridge  at  Rome,** « • « •  •     2,59?  94 

(48,096  46 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  annual  report  of  last  year,  that  the  contractors 
for  the  new  aqueduct  over  Auries  creek,  on  section  54,  had,  contrary  to 
direction,  after  the  suspension  of  work  on  tho  enlargement,  by  the  law 
of  1842,  continued  and  completed,  during  that  year,  the  work  remain* 
ing  to  be  done  on  their  contract.  In  pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature,  this  work  has  been  paid  for,  the  present 
season,  and  the  contract  closed. 

A  culvert  on  section  63  completed  under  similar  circumstances  tQ 
the  Auries  creek  aqueduct,  for  the  payment  of  which  a  special  law 
was  also  passed  last  winter,  has  in  like  manner,  been  closed. 

Both  these  structures  were  located  on  the  new  line  at  the  Scho- 
harie creek  aqueduct,  and  their  completion  would  iiave  been  neces- 
•8i7«  in  ovder  to  bring  that  work  into  use,  and  carry  out  the  provisjpns 
of  the  law  of  1844,  had  not  the  cpni^ractopi  )iot^j>j^tpd  tb^  A<?^<^a  9f 
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the  Legislature  in  proceeding  contrary  to  the  direction  tff  the  Commis^ 
flioners,  in  finishing  their  work. 

A  large  amount  of  work  was  also  done»  without  authority,  by  the 
contractors,  after  the  passage  of  said  act  of  1842,  on  the  new  line  of 
enlarged  canal  through  the  village  of  Rome,  for  which  no  payment 
has  yet  been  made.  This  portion  of  enlarged  canal  2  1-2  miles  in 
length,  was  brought  into  use  in  llie  spring  of  1844,  pursuant  to  a  con- 
current resolution  of  the  legi:$laturo  of  March  12th,  of  that  year. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  chapter  27:^,  Laws  of  1844,  before  referred 
to,  and  under  ihe  direct iun  uf  the  Cat  al  Board,  the  road  bridge  ovef 
tlie  enlarged  canal  at  James  street  in  the  village  of  Rome,  lias  been 
completed  and  brought  into  use  at  an  expense  of  82,592.94. 


■ 

Repair  of  the  Jordan  Level. 

That  part  of  the  enlarged  Erie  canal  distinguished  as  the  Jordan 
level,  extends  from  about  ten  chains  east  of  Uie  Nine  Mile  creek  to 
the  west  side  of  the  village  of  Jordan,  a  distance  of  1 1  miles  and  51 
chains.  The  repair  of  this  section  of  the  canal  was  agreeable  lo  pre* 
vious  public  notice,  placed  under  contract  on  the  the  13lh  of  June, 
1844,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  chap- 
ter 278,  of  the  laws  of  that  year. 

This  work,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  chains  of  slope  wall 
on  section  No.  11,  is  completed  on  the  original  plan  of  the  enlarge- 
ment,  and  the  whole  including  the  Nine  Mile  creek  and  Carpenter's 
brook  feeders,  was  brought  into  use  at  the  opening  of  the  navigation 
last  spring. 

The  work  embraced  in  the  contracts  for  the  repair  of  this  canal 
Was  performed  by  the  contractors,  except  a  part  of  that  included  in 
the  contract  for  sections  Nos.  9  and  10,  and  the  contract  for  section 
No.  11,  both  of  which  contracts  were  abandoned  by  the  contractors 
on  the  12lh  day  of  March  last,  and  the  work  was  finished  by  the  su- 
perintendents of  repairs*  The  amount  of  work  remaining  to  be  done 
was  large  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  limited  time  in  which  it  was 
necessarily  required  to  be  done,  to  prepare  the  canal  for  navigation^ 
the  expense  was  very  much  increased. 
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Amount  paid  on  the  contracts  to  repair  and  bring  into  use 
this  new  line,  ezclasire  of  the  materials  provided  by 
the  State,  and  wliich  had  been  paid  for  to  former  coac 
tractors,  is $30,583  11 

The  amount  expended  by  the  superintendents'  of  re-* 
pairs  in  finishing  the  work  on  sections  Nos.  9,  10, 
and  11,  abandoned  by  the  contractors,  is  • #  •••     $11,595  39 

$42,178  43 

The  bringing  into  use  this  piece  of  the  enlarged  canal  has  proved 
highly  advantageous,  as  wdl  on  account  of  the  diminished  hazard  and 
^pense  of  maintaining  the  navigation,  as  the  greater  facilities  furnished 
for  the  movement  of  boats. 

The  use  of  two  old  locks  of  unusual  high  lifts,  rendered  slow  in 
their  operation  by  being  connected  at  the  head  with  narrow  trunks  of 
aqueducts,  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  is  dispensed  with  ;  and  the  ex*r 
pense  of  repairing  the  locks,  lockrtending,  dec,  is  saved. 

The  enlarged  canal  having  about  5  feet  depth  of  water,  furnishes  a 
much  larger  prism,  consequently  greater  certainty  and  expedition 
in  the  movement  of  boats.  In  consequence  of  the  time  formerly  re- 
quired to  pass  the  locks,  exclusive  of  extraordinary  c^etentions,  and 
the  slower  movement  of  boats  in  the  smaller  prism,  the  time  saved 
by  the  use  of  the  new  canal  to  every  boat  that  passes  through  it,  is 
about  one  hour. 

By  bringing  into  use  the  new  line,  the  Nine  Mile  crock  feeder  is 
rendered  navigable  a  distance  of  about  one  mile  to  the  village  of 
Camillus. 

No  failure  in  the  new  work,  or  detention  of  boats  during  the  navi^ 
gable  season,  has  occurred. 

The  act  chap.  274  Laws  of  1835,  authorising  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  canal,  prohibits  the  abandonment  of  the  navigation  of  the 
present  canal  through  cities  and  villages. 

The  new  line  of  the  Jordan  level  connects  with  the  old  canal  di* 
lectly  at  the  foot  of  the  lock  near  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Jordan^ 
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and  is  on  a  level  tltftfn  leM  Idwer  thui  the  bid  <^ttkAl  iibet^  Ae  !tMk. 
At  the  easterly  bounds  of  the  tillage  the  ttew  line  is  eeteral  chains 
distant,  and  north  from  the  old  canal. 

The  principal  feeder  to  the  canal  at  this  place,  connects  with  the 
old  canal  on  the  east  side  of  the  Skeneateles  creek,  intennediate  the 
creek  and  the  east  side  of  the  Tillage.  The  water  it  fiiTnishes  is  coo- 
veyed  through  several  chains  of  the  old  canal,  through  the  old  aque- 
duct and  lock  to  the  level  below  ;  and  by  means  of  a  small  embank- 
ment thrown  across  the  canal  at  the  easterly  side  of  the  village,  this 
portion  of  the  old  canal,  together  with  the  aqueduct  and  lock,  is,  at 
some  expense,  still  contintted  in  a  navigable  condition.  There  are 
several  store  houses  located  on  it,  and  the  feeder  is  navigable  to  t 
flouring  mill  several  chains  south  of  the  canal. 

Should  the  navigation  of  this  piece  of  the  old  canal  and  feeder  he 
abandoned,  all  the  water  of  the  creek  might  be  conve]red  to  the  canal 
below  the  lock  through  a  short  feeder,  which  it  is  designed  to  oon<« 
struct  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream. 

■ 

The  construction  of  this  short  feeder  is  necessary  to  secure  to  the 
canal  during  the  drought  season  all  the  water  of  the  creek.  This 
work  is  to  be  done  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Canal  Board. 

The  propriety  of  longer  continuing  this  piece  of  the  old  canal  and 
feeder  in  a  navigable  condition  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
lature. 


Work  done  as  repairs  m  the  Erie  €Mal  from  the  i/oest  bounds  of 
Wayne  county  to  Buffalo^  under  the  act,  chap.  2?9,  Laws  of  1944. 

Jay  and  High  street  bridges,  a  foot  bridge  over  Child's  basin,  and 
a  bridge  at  the  east  end  of  the  aqueduct  in  the  city  of  Rochester ;  a 
bridge  on  the  lock  section,  and  Main  street  bridge  in  the  village  of 
Lockport,  were  in  an  unfinished  state  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  suspension  law  in  1842. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above-named  act,  and  by  direction  of  the  Canal 
Board,  propositions  were  received  and  contracts  made  for  completing 
said  bridges.  The  Contracts  have  been  completed  and  the  bridges  are 
now  in  ufee.    The  cost,  exclusive  of  materials  fhrnished  by  ihe  State, 
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which  had  previously  been  delirered  and  paid  for  under  the  original 
contracU,  is  $9,444. 88. 

The  expenditures  under  the  abore  act  hare  all  been  charged  as  re^ 
pairs  to  the  Erie  canal,  pursuant  to  a  provision  in  said  act  authorising 
the  Canal  Board  to  charge  them  to  that  account. 

* 

This  has  greatly  increased  the  amount  expended  in  the  repairs  of 
the  canals  the  past  year. 

REPAIRS  OP  THE  ERlfi  CANAL 

t'rom  ike  city  of  Albany  to  <Ae  west  side  of  Oneida  creek  feeder^  a 

distance  of  lAl  miles. 

This  division  of  the  Erie  canal,  embracing  the  greatest  part  of  the 
enlargement  and  most  expensive  mechanical  structures  on  the  State 
works,  was  put  in  good  repair  in  season  for  navigation  in  the  spring. 

There  was  a  large  amount  of  labor  expended  in  bottoming  out  the 
canal  both  east  and  west  of  the  new  line  of  canal  at  Rome,  and  no  in* 
considerable  work  of  the  same  kind  done  on  most  of  the  levels 
throughout  the  Mohawk  vsLliey. 

The  other  expenditures  have  been  no  greater  than  usual,  consisting 
of  the  repairing  and  rebuilding  of  road  and  farm  bridges,  aqueducts, 
and  other  mechanical  structures,  and  the  raising  and  graveling  the 
towing-path. 

The  masonry  of  the  old  weigh-lock  at  Albany  had  become  so  dila- 
pidated as  to  require  frequent  and  extensive  repairs  to  render  it  fit  for 
ase.  The  dimensions  of  the  chamber  of  the  lock  were  also  found  in- 
sufficient to  receive  the  largest  sized  boats ;  and  the  increased  depth 
of  water  in  the  basin  at  the  head  of  the  lock,  rendered  it  frequently 
impossible  for  light  boats  to  pass  under  the  frame  of  the  scales. 

By  a  resolution  of  tlie  Canal  Board,  dated  February  20,  1845,  the 
Canal  Commissioners  were  directed  to  prepare  the  new  weigh-lock 
for  use.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  the  Commissioners,  on  the 
6th  of  March,  1845,  entered  into  contract  with  an  individual  to  furnish 
the  timber  necessary  for  the  frame  of  the  scales  and  cradle  of  the  new 
weigh-lock,  and  workmen  were  employe  1  under  the  direction  of  the 
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engineer  hariog  charge  of  the  work  to  frame  and  pat  together  the.  tim* 
ber  work. 

In  transferring  the  scales  from  the  old  to  the  new  lock,  it  vras  found 
necessary  to  repair  and  strengthen  the  leyer  and.  bars,  replace  the  pi- 
Tot  plates  and  bolts,  and  in  fact  to  remodel  the  entire  scale.  Valre 
gates  for  the  lock  and  culvert  discharge  were  also  necessary. 

On  the  abandonment  of  the  old  lock  the  building  was  taken  down» 
the  face  stone  remoTed  from  the  lock,  and  the  space  of  the  lock  filled 
with  earth  to  the  level  of  the  streets  adjoining.  Ijl  cement  rubble  wall* 
formed  from  the  stone  taken  out  of  the  old  lock,  was  built  at  the  head, 
and  connected  with  the  wall  and  timber  docking  previously  con- 
structed. 

The  entire  expense  occasioned  by  the  substitution  of  the  new  for 
the  old  weigh  lock,  was  $2,625 .  30. 

In  accordance  with  directions  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Ca- 
nal Board,  above  referred  to,  after  due  notice  for  receiving  sealed  pro- 
posals for  the  work  had  been  published,  a  contract  was  made  on  the 
20tb  May  for  the  construction  of  a  house  over  the  weigh  lock  at  Al- 
bany for  the  protection  of  the  scales  and  accommodation  of  the  collec- 
tor of  tolls,  weigh-master,  and  inspectors. 

The  building  is  of  brick,  and  supported  at  the  ends  and  on  the  west 
side  by  limestone  columns.  Its  entire  size  is  81  by  461  feet, .  and 
two  stories  in  height. 

There  are  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  24  by  16  feet  each,  in- 
tended as  offices  for  the  collector  and  weigh-master,  and  a  weighing 
room,  121  by  7f  feet.  The  dimeusions  of  the  rooms  in  the  second 
story  are  the  same  as  those  below.  The  building  is  nearly  finished, 
and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  before  spring  navigation.  The  total 
cost  of  the  building  was  $6,600.  The  expenditures  under  this  order 
of  the  Canal  Board  are  charged  to  the  Erie  canal  repairs. 

The  weigh-lock  scale  at  West*Troy,  which  was  very  mpch  out  of 
order,  was  taken  down  and  repaired  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  one  at 
Albany. 

New  lock  and  valve-gates,  and  a  new  mitre-sill  have  been  put  in 
the  head  of  lock  No.  2,  above  Albany. 
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The  ca8t*iron  raWt-gates  in  the  lower  side-cut  lock  at  Port  Schuy 
ler,  are  exposed  to  continual  injuries  during  the  seasoii  of  steamboat 
navigation,  from  the  hish  of  water  by  high  swells,  caused  by  an  un- 
reasonable  speed  of  the  large  boats  when  passing  and  opposite  this 
work. 

Twice  in  the  summer  of  1844,  and  three  times  the  last  season,  have 
these  gates  been  destroyed  in  the  manner,  and  by  .the  means  aboVe 
described,  subjecting  the  State  thereby  to  heavy  expense  and  naviga- 
tors to  inconvenience  and  delays. 

The  act,  chap.  175,  Laws  of  1839,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
speed  of  steamboats, -'  was  passed  with  penal  provisions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  injuries  by  steamboats  when  navigating  the  Hud- 
son river  between  Troy  and  Albany,  to  the  works  in  said  river  con* 
struded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  submitted,  whether  such  an  amendment  to  this  act  may  not 
properly  be  made  by  the  Legislature  as  shall  apply,  with  equal  effecti 
to  injuries  done  to  the  public  works  of  this  State. 

Two  new  lock-gates  have  been  put  in  the  lower  lock  at  the  upper 
side-cut  ia  West-Troy.  One  old  gate  having  failed  from  decay,  the 
other  destroyed  froni  want  of  proper  care  of  the  hands  on  a  boat  in 
entering  the  lock,  by  reason  of  which  the  boat  was  also  injured. 
Whilst  these  repairs  were  being  made,  it  was  necessary  for  those  de- 
siring to  lock  into  the  river  at  West-Troy  to  pass  through  the  lower 
side-cut  at  Port^Schufyler. 

This  lower  lock  in  the  upper  side-cut,  requires  widening  to  permit 
the  passage  of  large  boats.  The  mitre-sills  are  also  defective.  In 
making  the  repairs  to  this  lock  the  construction  of  a  coffer  dam  would 
be  indispensable. 

In  the  river,  immediately  opposite  and  near  the  foot  of  this  lock,  a 
bar  of  sand  and  gravel  is  formed  annually  by  the  southern  sprout  of 
the  Mohawk  river  which  empties  into  the  Hudson  at  this  point.  No 
egress  or  ingress  of  boats  is  practicable  until  a  removal  of  the  bar  is 
effected,  the  performance  of  which  has  become,  as  regular  as  that  of 
opening  the  canals  in  the  spring,  the  annual  cost  of  the  removal  vary* 
ing  little  from  $1,000.  Two  projects  for  remedying  this  obstruction 
have  been  contemplated,  both  of  which  have  been  abandoned  for  rea* 
iODs  aaslgned  in  former  reports. 
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It  it  preiumod  the  moti  feasible  end  certain  plan  would  be,  that  of 
eonttrucUng  a  new  Bide  cut  nearly  parallel  with,  and  five  cbains  touih 
of  the  old,  wdere  its  junction  with  the  river  would  be  free  from  tiM 
operating  causes  which  have  hitherto  produced  effects  so  detrimental 
to  navigation  and  expensive  to  the  State. 

A  pair  of  gates  failed  in  lock  No.  3,  at  the  new  junction,  on  the 
19tli  of  November,  and  for  the  ten  regiaining  days  of  navigation  all 
floats  had  to  pass  through  a  single  lock  at  the  place.  This  circum- 
stance caused  some  unavoidable  detentions  to  boats,  as  the  lockages 
tlien  averaged  240  in  24  hours  at  that  lock.  New  gates  are  already 
made  for  this  lock. 

The  change  bridge  at  the  east  end  of  the  lower  Mohawk  aqueduct, 
was  not  rebuilt  last  spring  as  contemplated,  but  was  strengthened  so 
that  it  has  proved  safe  during  the  year.  Preparations  are  making  for 
a  new  structure,  to  be  completed  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Navigation  has  been  considerably  improved  at  the  rock-cut  on  the 
level  east  of  Schenectady,  by  blasting  and  removing  the  rock,  by 
which  the  canal  has  been  widened,  straightened  and  enlarged.  The 
work  was  done  in  the  winter. 

To  meet  as  far  as  possible  the  increasing  wants  of  navigation,  the 
towing  path  of  the  old  canal,  above  the  upper  aqueduct,  has  been 
raised  so  as  to  admit  an  additional  foot  of  water  in  the  canal.  Sec- 
tions 16,  17  and  18,  in  this  important  link  in  the  chain  of  navigation, 
require  raising  in  the  same  manner,  to  insure  an  adequate  suppl7  of 
water. 

On  a  plan  submitted  by  the  chief  engineer,  and  under  his  directions, 
the  superintendent  in  charge  of  this  line  of  canal,  in  October  last, 
commenced  repairing  the  towing  path  directly  below  lock  No.  19.  It 
consists  in  fastening  one  and  one-quarter  inch  oak  plank  to  posts  of 
\hfi  same  three  by  four  inches,  well  secured  in  the  ground  near  the 
edge  of  the  towing  path,  to  near  its  original  height,  and  filling  in 
above  the  slope-wall  with  clay  to  the  top  of  the  plank;  then  paving 
with  stone  a  travelling  path  for  horses  to  the  width  of  three,  feet,  pre- 
serving a  slope  corresponding  with  the  fowing  path  when  first  com- 
pleted ;  thus  forming  a  gradual  descent,  so  the  water  can  flow  and 
leave  at  all  times  a  dry  hard  path. 
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A  line  of  only  800  foot  in  length  hw  yet  been  laid«  Should  the 
experiment  suoceed,  of  which  there  can  be  little  doubt,  it  will  be  an 
important  improvement  in  canal  operations. 

Brown*s  old  culvert,  two  miles  west  of  Schenectady,  was  taken  out 
the  last  winter  and  filled  up*  Thus  one  cause  of  alarm  and  uneasi* 
ness  has  been  removed.  This  work  was  finished  some  days  before 
the  time  required. 

The  watch  houses  on  this  section  have  been  plastered,  painted  and 
furnished  with  roof  chimneys.  A  gravel  bed  secured  to  the  State ; 
one  State  scow  and  one  road  bridge  built,  and  one  farm  and  one  road 
bridge  are  now  being  constructed. 

Section  53  of  the  enlarged  canal  was  finished  by  the  contractor 
before  the  passage  of  the  suspension  act ;  since  that  period  a  large 
amount  of  quicksand  has  washed  into  the  canal  by  spring  freshetSi 
which  was  taken  oUt  early  in  the  season, 

Two  days  after  the  water  was  let  into  section  65,  the  towing  path 
commenced  sliding  for  eight  hundred  feet  in  length.  To  keep  up 
the  navigation,  nearly  one  hundred  men  were  engaged  for  three  days 
and  nights  boating  gravel  for  strengthening  and  widening  the  towing 
path  to  enable  teams  to  pass. 

In  bringing  six  miles  of  new  canal  into  use,  it  was  necessary  to 
raise  the  old  canal  eighteen  inches  between  Schoharie  creek  and  Sprac 
ker's  basin,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  The  additional  height  of  wat^ 
caused  so  great  a  leakage  that  a  considerable  amount  has  been  ex* 
ponded  in  ditching. 

There  have  been  twelve  bridges  moved  from  the  old  line  of  canal 
and  placed  across  six  miles  of  the  independent  enlarged  canal,  con- 
nected y^iih  the  Schoharie  creek  aqueduct.  A  new  road  bridge  at 
Fultonville,  with  double  track  and  side  walks,  has  been  built,  the  old 
bridge  having  become  unsafe.  A  sluice  300  feet  in  length  has  been 
constructed  at  **  Yankee  Hill "  lock. 

Two  new  double  locks  have  been  substituted  for  three  old  single 
ones,  by  bringing  the  above  new  work  into  use ;  and  Schoharie  and 
Auries  creeks  are  crossed  by  aqueducts  instead  of  passing  through 
the  channels  of  these  large  streams. 
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The  dam  al  Sprakers  wat  thoroaglily  repaired  in  the'  ipring,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  sand  and  grayel  ezcarated  from  the  ehannel  of  the 
creek. 

The  towing  path  bank,  one  mile  abore  Spraken,  for  a  dutance  of 
ten  chains,  has  been  raited  aboat  two  feet. 


More  than  400  cubic  yards  of  slope  wall  have  been  built  at  Die-» 
fendorf 's  Hill,  to  prevent  the  successive  spring  slides  at  that  point. 

The  Minden  dam  has  uodergone  another  considerable  repair  the 
past  season  in  consequence  of  a  depression  near  the  middle,  by  reason 
of  which  an  inadequate  quantity  of  water  was  afforded  to  the  feeder. 

Lock  No.  34,  or  Grouse's  lock»  on  the  side  of  which  a  new  lock 
pit  had  been  excavated,  which  left  it  in  an  exposed  situation,  and  even 
perilous  to  the  navigation,  was  supported  by  additional  braces  of  tim* 
ber  and  stone,  so  that  no  disaster,  w!hich  was  apprehended,  has  oc^ 
curred  during  the  season. 

The  trunk  of  the  old  aqueduct  over  the  Mohawk,  in  the  village  of 
LitUe  Falls,  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  at  considerable  expense. 
It  is  not  perceived  by  the  commissioners,  why  this  expensive  work 
and  the  old  feeder  and  basin  with  which  it  is  connected  may  not  be 
abandoned,  or  released,  under  suitable  provisions  and  conditions,  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  to  tlie  proper  authorities  of  the  village,  as 
all  the  water  required  for  the  canal  is  now  drawn  through  the  new 
feeder  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  at  the  State  dam,  one^fourth  of 
a  mile  above  the  aqueduct. 

The  old  aqueduct  at  Fulmer's  creek,  at  Mohawk  village,  was  con- 
tracted in  order  to  make  room  for  the  new  structure.  The  contraction 
is  the  cause  of  much  inconvenience,  and  some  delays;  The  old  work 
is  in  a  rapidly  failing  condition,  together  with  the  towing-path  bridge, 
both  of  which  must  soon  be  rebuilt  if  continued  in  use. 

The  aqueduct  at  Steele's  creek  was  completed  and  brought  into  use 
on  the  opening  of  the  canal  in  the  spring. 

The  canal,  for  the  distance  of  about  seven  chains  on  each  side  of 
this  structure,  was  excavated  according  to  the  original  plan  so  as  to 
connect  with  that  already  enlarged. 
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The  cbapnol  of  Staek^s  creek  at  this  place  has  been  changed,  and 
the  stream  is  iow  conducted  throagh  a  new  and  more  direct  one,  exca* 
▼ated  for  that  object.  Heavy  walls  have  been  carried  up  on  each  side 
to  protect  the  banks. 

The  public  road  formerly  winding  along  the  hill  at  this  point,  is  now 
constructed  in; a  line  parallel  with  the  canal,  and  passes  over  the  new 
bridge  of  60  feet  span. 

This  improvement  will  save  the  expense  to  the  State  of  two  bridges, 
and  also  the  annual  repairs  (tf  the  road. 

Between  Little  Falls  and  Frankfort  there  are  eight  old  locks  in  ope- 
ration, which  have  required  considerable  repairs  in  consequence  of 
their  failing  condition.  The  first  lock  at  the  village  of  Frankfort  was 
built  on  quicksand  foundation ;  is  weak  and  defective,  and  without 
essential  repairs  will  be  unsafe  for  another  year's  use. 

The  **  temporary  canaP  at  Frankfort,  and  side  cut  at  lock  No.  8, 
are  causes  of  some  delays  in  navigation  :  at  these  points  are  new  locks 
so  nearly  completed  that  a  comparatively  small  expense  would  be 
necessary  to  bring  them  into  use,  by  which  these  delays  would  be 
obviated,  and  a  substitution  of  one  new  double,  for  two  oM  single 
locks,  effected* 

The  old  aqueduct  at  Myer's  creek,  at  Frankfort,  will  soon  need 
considerable  repairs,  should  not  the  new  one  be  brought  into  use. 

» 

More  than  eleven  miles  of  canal  were  thoroughly  bottomed  out  in 
the  winter  and  spring  between  Oriskany  and  a  point  west  of  Newville. 
On  this  portion  of  the  canal  eight  miles  of  docking  were  taken  up  and 
relaid,  and  three  miles  of  new  put  in ;  twenty  miles  of  towing-path 
were  raised  from  one  to  three  feet,  and  four  miles  of  berm  bank  raised 
and  strengthened. 

One  iron  bridge  has  been  built  over  the  enlarged  canal  at  Whital's 
road,  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Rome.  This  is  a  handsome  struc-> 
ture,  and  in  all  its  parts  and  proportions  indicates  strength  and  dura*, 
bility.  The  erection  was  performed  under  a  contract,  at  an  expense 
of  #1,526.82. 

The  enlarged  canal  at  thi^  place  was  left  by  the  contractors  in  an 
mifinished  state,  as  the  old  bridge  crossed  the  canal  at  this  poin|» 
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being  the  junction  of  the  old  and  new  lines.    Early  in  the  season  the 
unfinished  work  was  completed  at  a  considerable  expense. 

Six  road  and  nine  farm  bridges  have  been  built,  and  most  of  the  old 
bridges  on  this  section  repaired.  A  stone  culvert  drain,  126  feet  in 
length,  has  been  constructed  across  James  street,  in  the  tillage  of 
Rome,  to  conduct  the  surface  water  around  the  north  end  of  the  new 
enlarged  bridge  into  the  canal. 

A  change  of  location  of  the  waste  weir  near  Durham's  mills  has 
been  deemed  necessary,  both  for  the  safety  of  the  canal  at  that  point 
and  the  greater  security  of  the  water.  A  new  structure  of  stone  upon 
the  Oneida  creek  aqueduct  is  to  be  erected,  and  completed,  early  in 
the  ensuing  spring. 


From  the  west  side  of  the  Oneida  Creek  feeder  to  the  west  bounds  rf 
the  county  of  Wayne^  a  distance  of  107  miles ;  also  five  miles  of 
navigable  feeders* 

The  navigation  on  this  division  of  the  canal  has  been  sustained 
during  the  past  season  without  much  intemiptjon. 

The  unusual  low  water  in  the  Seneca  rirer  through  which  the  canal 
passes,  rendered  it  necessary  to  incur  some  expense  during  a  few 
weeks  near  the  close  of  navigation,  in  aiding  boats  in  their  passage 
across  the  river ;  assistance  in  towing  some  of  the  heavy  loaded  boats 

was  furnished,  and  in  some  instances  a  lighter  was  employed. 

« 

Under  water  excavation  a  considerable,  proportion  of  the  distance 
between  the  Montezuma  and  Mud  lock  has  become  necessary ;  it  is 
intended  to  make  this  improvement  during  the  fore  part  of  the  next 
season. 

The  repairs  done  on  this  division  consisted  princi^y  in  cleaning 
out  the  bottom  of  the  canal  and  feeder,  raising  and  protecting  the 
banks,  and  rebuilding  and  repairing  the  bridges,  locks,  and  other  me* 
chanical  structures.  The  clearing  out  the  bottom  of  the  canal  and 
feeders,  and  raising  the  banks,  was  necessary  to  supply  water,  and  to 
maintain  the  navigation  of  the  canal. 

A  weir  to  regulate  the  discharge  of  the  water  firom  the  Skeneatelas 
Lake  reservoir  has  been  constru<ited  in  the  dam  across  the  ondet  at 
Skeneatelas. 
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In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Canal  Board,  an  arched  culvert 
of  rubble  hydraulic  stone  masonry  has  been  constructed  across  Salina 
street,  in  the  village  of  Syracuse,  to  conduct  the  water  discharged  from 
the  weigh-lock  across  said  street ;  one«fourth  part  of  thi3  work  was 
•done  at  the  expense  of  the  village. 

A  considerable  expenditure  will  be  required  on  this  division  of  the 
canal  during  the  winter  and  spring,  in  clearing  out  the  bottom  of  the 
canal  and  repairing  the  docking  and  slope  walls. 

From  the  west  line,  of  Wayne  county  to  Buffalo,  a  distance  of  one 

hundred  and  fifteen  miles. 

More  than  the  ordinary  amount  of  repairs  has  been  done  on  this 
portion  of  the  canal  during  the  past  year,  occasioned  by  the  construc- 
tion of  new  road  and  farm  bridges,  the  large  quantity  of  excavation 
done  at  contracted  points  upon  the  canal,  and  the  great  amount  of  tow- 
ing-path  and  berm  bank  which  has  been  raised  between  Wayne 
county  and  Cartersville,  and  between  Lockport  and  Rochester,  to  give 
to  the  navigation  greater  facilities^  and  so  as  to  furnish  water  for  the 
canal  east  of  the  latter  place  without  drawing  too  largely  from  the 
Genesee  river. 

The  locks  east  of  Rochester  were  originally  built  of  small  stone 
and  were  so  defective  in  their  construction  that  more  or  less  expense 
is  required  annually  to  keep  them  in  a  good  navigable  condition. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  walls  of  the  first  lock  east  of  Rochester 
was  taken  down  and  relaid,  and  new  stone  substituted  when  required. 
It  stands  well,  and  is  now  in  good  condition.  All  the  other  locks 
received  some  repairs. 

The  dam  across  the  Genesee  river  at  the  rapids,  has  been  repaired 
at  the  west  end,  and  at  the  east  end  a  new  dam,  160  feet  in  length, 
extending  from  the  termination  of  the  old  dam,  across  the  mouth  of 
the  old  feeder  to  the  new  bulkhead,  has  been  put  in  during  the  past 
summer. 

In  the  deep  earth  cutting  near  Scio,  the  canal  had  become  contracted, 
so  that  boats  grounded  in  low  water.  Last  winter  about  one  mile  in 
length  was  thoroughly  bottomed  out  and  widened. 
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During  the  spring  repairs,  a  hea^y  slide  occurred  on  the  mountaiu 
ridge,  above  Sulphur  Spring,  which  carried  into  the  canal  about  half 
of  the  towing-path  for  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  length.  This  con- 
tracted the  channel  and  required  it  to  be  removed,  which  was  done, 
and  the  face  of  the  towing-path  supported  by  a  timber  docking. 

At  GaspiSrt,  the  water  of  the  canal  flowed  over  a  piece  of  low  ground, 
which  became  stagnant  and  rendered  it  unhealthy  in  the  neighborhood. 
Last  winter  an  embankment  was  made  across  the  low  ground  and  a 
culvert  put  in  to  carry  the  drainage  water  under  the  canal,  which  has 
remedied  the  evils  complained  of. 

Between  Tonawanda  and  Bacon's,  for  a  distance  of  a  mile,  and 
along  the  high  clay  bluff  near  Allen's,  for  a  distance  of  one  and  one« 
fourth  mile,  the  canal  had  become  contracted  by  the  pressing  in  of  the 
banks  and  filling  in  of  the  bottom.  Some  3,800  cubic  yards  of  earth 
was  excavated  at  these  points,  after  the  close  of  navigation,  which  has 
formed  a  good  channel  for  the  canal  and  for  the  passage  of  water. 

The  coffer-dam  around  the  ship4ockpit  at  Black-Rock,  had  become 
so  much  decayed  that  fears  were  enlbrtained  of  its  failure.  The  super^ 
intendent  was  directed  to  secure  it  by  driving  new  piles  where  the  old 
ones  had  decayed,  and  otherwise  strengthen  it  by  piles  and  caps,  and 
by  increasing  its  width  at  the  weakest  points. 

A  break  occurred  at  the  north  end  of  the  Black-Rock  pier,  where 
it  unites  with  Squaw  island,  on  the  18th  day  of  October,  1844,  during 
a  severe  gale  down  the  lake.  The  water  in  the  harbor  rose  during 
the  gale  about  10  feet,  and  carried  out  nearly  10  rods  in  length  of  the 
upper  end  of  Squaw  island,  to  the  depth  of  from  12  to  18  feet.  This 
reduced  the  height  of  water  in  the  harbor  about  3  feet,  and  interrupted 
navigation  until  the  space  carried  out  by  the  water  was  filled  up. 

Other  portions  of  the  pier,  particularly  that  pan  of  it  between  the 
State  and  traverse  pier,  sustained  great  injury  during  the  same  gale, 
which  required  extensive  repairs  and  a  substantial  coping,  which  was 
formed  with  stone  from  the  Black-Rock  quarries. 

The  expense  of  repairing  the  injuries  caused  by  this  gale  was  paid 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  amounted  to  about  918,000. 

The  stone  which  had  previously  been  placed  to  protect  the  rear  of 
the  towing-path  along  the  Niagara  river,  above  Tonawanda,  were 
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used  in  repairing  the  breaks  at  that  place.  About  3000  cubic  yards 
of  stone  have  been  boated  from  Lockport,  during  the  past  summer, 
and  placed  along  the  rear  of  the  towing-path  at  this  point,  to  guard  it 
against  the  action  of  the  water  and  ice  of  Niagara  river. 

The  water  upon  the  level  between  Lockp(M:t  and  Rochester  has 
been  maintained  at  a  higher  elevation  during  the  past  than  for  any 
preceding  year,  which  has  added  greatly  to  the  facilities  of  navigation 
on  this  part  of  the  canal,  and  also  furnished  a  supply  for  the  canal 
east  of  Rochester  without  drawing  so  largely  from  the  Genesee  river. 
This  improvement  has,  however,  been  attended  with  considerable  ex«- 
pense  in  raising  and  strengthening  the  banks,  and  in  raising  the 
bridges,  and  conssequently  the  landings  thereto. 

A  large  expense  has  been  incurred  in  constructing  new  bridges. 
Five  farm  and  thirteen  road  bridges  have  been  built  the  past  year, 
liloyd-street  bridge,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  had  become  so  much  decayed 
as  to  be  dangerous  using  it ;  it  has  been  taken  down  and  a  new  one  is 
to  be  erected  by  the  Superintendent  this  winter. 

The  grass  in  the  canal  between  HoUey  and  Lockport  has  been  cut 
twice  the  past  season. 

Other  repairs  such  as  ordinarily  occur  beside  those  which  have  been 
particularly  stated,  have  been  made  upon  this  part  of  the  canal  during 
the  year. 

A  break  occurred  at  Orangeport  on  the  14th  April  last,  while  filling 
the  canal  preparatory  to  opening  the  navigation.  This  break  was  re- 
paired and  the  canal  again  filled  so  that  navigation  was  opened  on  the 
day  designated. 

The  levels  have  generally  been  well  kept  up  and  a  good  navigation 
maintained  during  the  season. 

The  Guard  lock  at  Pendleton,  is  intended  to  keep  the  flood  waters 
of  Tonawanda  creek  from  reaching  Lockport.  This  lock  has  stood 
open,  however,  (except  in  high  floods)  during  the  two  past  seasons  of 
navigation,  to  favor  the  long  boats  which  navigate  the  canal  between 
Rochester  and  Buffalo.  In  consequence  of  which  more  water  reached 
Ifockport,  during  the  forepart  of  these  seasons  than  was  required  for 
canal  purposes,  and  the  surplus  was  discharged  into  Eighteen  Mile 
creek. 
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To  guard  against  this  inconvenience^  and  to  be  enabled  at  all  times 
and  control  the  waters  of  Tonawanda  creek,  this  lock  should  be 
lengthened.  It  can  be  done  upon  its  present  foundation  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  one  at  Black  Aock. 

The  river  lock  at  the  village  of  Tonawanda,  has  become  so  con- 
tracted in  width  that  but  few  boats  can  pass  it.  It  should  be  taken  up 
and  relaid,  and  the  walls  carried  two  feet  above  their  present  level,  to 
conform  to  the  increased  height  of  water  maintained  in  the  canal  at  that 
place,  and  also  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  closing  the  guard  lock  on 
occasions  of  slight  floods  in  the  Tonawanda  creek. 

The  Commissioners  in  their  last  annual  report,  at  page  55,  say,  ''The 
Canal  Boardby  resolution  of  May  7th,  1844,aiithorized  the  construc- 
tion of  a  waste-weir  in  the  Tonawanda  dam." 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  resolution,  propositions  were  received 
by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  and  the  work  was  pat  under  contract  on 
the  9th  day  of  August  1844,  to  be  completed  by  the  1st.  December 
following.  The  contractor  commenced  and  progressed  with  the  work 
until  the  the  20th  February  last,  when  there  remained  to  be  done,  the 
docking  and  embankment  on  the  north  side,  the  putting  in  of  the  gates, 
and  the  driving  and  capping  of  the  protection  piles,  and  the  removal  of 
the  coffer  dams. 

On  the  25th  February  during  high  water  in  the  Tonawanda  creek, 
the  coffer  dam  on  the  upper  side  broke  in  and  was  forced  against  the 
frame  work  of  the  waste-weir,  which,  together  with  the  ice  and  flood 
wood  that  accumulated,  tore  it  out,  injured  the  masonry  and  other- 
wise damaged  the  work. 

The  main  dam  across  the  creek  was  also  undermined  for  some  80 
to  90  feet  in  length,  and  from  6  to  10  feet  in  depth,  allowing  it  to 
settle  in  shape  conforming  to  the  space  washed  out.  The  dam  was 
repaired  and  the  waste-weir  was  again  enclosed  by  a  coffer  dam  on 
the  upper  side,  previous  to  the  opening  of  navigation.  The  waste- 
weir  has  since  been  rebuilt :  it  is  60  feet  long,  with  twelve  gates  4 
feet  wide  each,  with  a  stone  pier,  abutment,  base  and  wing  walls.  It 
is  a  permanent  structure  and  well  and  substantially  built. 

It  is  designed  to  discharge  the  flood  waters  of  the  creek  and  fur- 
nish a  means  of  drawing  it  down  for  spring  repairs  or  other  purposes. 
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CHAMPLAIN  CANAL. 

Navigation  on  this  canal  opened  on  the  15th  day  of  April  and  closed 
on  the  dOth  day  of  November,  and  has  been  maintained  during  that 
period  without  interruption. 

This  work  is  in  excellent  condition  throughout  its  entire  line,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  mechanical  structures,  and  affords  a  depth  of 
water  sufficient  for  the  free  transit  to  boats  drawing  four  /yths 
feet — a  class  of  boats  not  unfrequently  seen  navigating  this  canal  the 
past  season. 

From  the  new  junction  above  West  Troy  to  the  State  dam  at  Co- 
hoes,  but  a  small  amount  has  been  expended  for  repairs  the  past  sea- 
son. At  the  period  of  greatest  scarcity  of  water,  some  repairs  were 
made  to,  and  brackets  put  upon  this  dam,  to  increase  the  supply  of 
water  required  for  navigation. 

A  new  change  bridge  is  being  constructed  atthenew  junction  of  the 
Erie  arid  Champlain  canals,  and  when  ready  for  use,  will  not  only  greatly 
facilitate  the  connecting  navigation^  but  will  be  so  constructed  as  to 
serve  all  the  purposes  of  a  farm  bridge,  in  the  vicinity,  which  is  much 
needed,  and  the  erection  of  which  by  the  State  has  been  earnestly  en* 
treated  for  the  last  three  years. 

The  heads  of  both  the  upper  and  lower  locks  in  the  side  cut  at 
Waterford  require  to  be  taken  up  and  relaid,  together  with  the  wing 
walls.  The  stone  is  already  delivered  near  the  locks  for  the  perfor*" 
mance  of  the  work  before  the  opening  of  spring  navigation. 

The  sum  of  9 1,323 .92  expended  by  the  State  in  the  summer  of 
1844,  in  repairing  the  towing  path  bridge,  attached  to  the  Cohoes 
company's  toll  bridge,  across  the  Mohawk  river,  still  remains  unre^ 
mitted  to  the  State.  As  this  company  is  bound  by  its  contract,  entered 
into  with  the  State  in  1828,  to  keep  this  towing  path  bridge  in  good 
repair  for  the  consideration  of  $8,000,  which  was  fully  paid  to  said 
company  by  the  State,  it  is  but  just,  that  it  should  indemnify  the  State 
for  making  a  repair  that  it  refused  to  do,  and  without  which,  the  navi- 
gation on  the  Champlain  canal  must  have  been  suspended  or  most 
seriously  interrupted. 
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The  Canal  Board  at  its  session  in  July  last,  passed  a  resolution  di« 
recting  the  Attorney  General  to  institute  proceedings  against  the  said 
Cohoes  company,  for  the  recovery  of  the  above  sum,  and  a  suit  on 
behalf  of  the  State,  has  accordingly  been  commenced  by  that  ofGicer. 

A  statement  more  in  detail,  relating  to  the' above  mentioned  contract, 
will  be  found  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners.  As^ 
sembly  Document  No.  28,  under  the  head  of  "  Champlain  Canal." 

The  river  dock  at  Waterford  has  been  raised  and  throughly  repaired 
during  the  last  summer.  And  the  river  dock  from  Saratoga  guard 
lock  to  Fort  Miller  bridge,  has  been  rebuilt  of  large  timber  in  the  most 
substantial  manner,  and  raised  two  feet.  Also,  a  piece  of  docking  on 
the  quick  sand,  north  of  the  discharge  lock  at  Fort  Miller. 

New  gates  have  been  put  in  at  the  guard  lock  at  Waterford,  and  at 
the  discharge  lock  at  Fort  Miller.  This  'lock,  which  for  some  time 
had  been  in  an  unsafe  condition,  was  well  repaired  early  in  the  sea* 
son  by  raising  it  one  course  of  sixteen  inches,  the  head  built  up  anew, 
the  old  docking  taken  up  and  the  wing  walls  rebuilt  of  Kingsbury 
stone.     New  mitre  sills  and  a  new  apron  have  also  been  put  in. 

Two  culverts  of  stone  have  been  constructed  on  the  river  above 
the  Saratoga  dam,  at  a  sufficient  elevation  above  high  water  mark  to 
furnish  a  safe  towing  path  in  periods  of  the  river  floods  which  have 
heretofore  rendered  navigation  at  this  point  extremely  perilous. 

The  side  cut  at  Fort  Miller  has  for  years  past  acted  as  a  drain 
from  the  canal  to  the  mill-pond  vrith  which  it  connects,  at  all  times  of 
low  water  in  the  Hudson  river  at  that  place.  This  has  been  owing 
chiefly  to  the  decayed  state  of  its  gates. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Glens  Falls  feeder,  the  State  has  had 
no  use  of  the  side  cut,  nor  is  it  perceived  that  it  will  be  needed  in 
future  either  for  navigation  or  feeder.  This  is  now,  as  heretofore,  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  who  in  their  annual  report  of  last  year, 
remark  "  The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  interests  of  the 
State  would  be  best  promoted  by  closing  the  side*cut  by  an  embank* 
roent  at  the  point  where  the  public  highway  crosses  it." 

Concurring  in  the  view  thus  expressed,  the  Commissioner  in  charge 
directed  the  superintendent  of  repairs,  in  August  last,  to  provide,  in  a 
reasonable  time,  the  necessary  materials,  and  close  the  cut. 
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Shortly  after  this  order  was  given,  and  before  any  expense  had 
been  incurred  for  doing  tlie  work,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  mills 
at  Fort  Miller,  appeared  and  presented  two  *' petitions  from  dealers 
in  lumber,  and  mill  owners,  asking  the  Canal  Board  to  repair  the  dam 
at  that  place,  and  also  the  side  cut  connecting  the  dam  with  the  Cham- 
plain  canaL'* 

The  Canal  Board  denied  that  part  of  the  application  asking  for  re- 
pairs of  the  dam,  in  which  the  State  claims  to  haye  no  interest  or 
control,  but  passed  a  resolution  **  advising  the  acting  Commissioner  to 
keep  up  the  connexion  between  the  Hudson  river  at  Fort  Miller  and 
the  canal,  and  that  he  repair  the  gates  in  such  manner  as  in  his 
judgment  will  be  safe  for  the  public  works.*' 

In  compliance  with  this  resolution  of  the  Canal  Boards  all  the  neces* 
sary  materials  have  been  provided  for  doing  the  work  in  the  course  of 
the  present  winter* 

On  the  two  mile  level  north  of  Fort  Miller  bridge,  the  old  docking 
has  principally  given  way,  and  as  the  foundation  is  quick  sand,  ren- 
dering the  rebuilding  impracticable  during  the  spring  repairs,  it  has 
been  directed  to  be  done  during  the  present  winter  season. 

The  wooden  waste  weir  near  Flinn's  lock  is  deemed  unsafe  for  an- 
other season,  and  materials  have  been  procurred  for  a  new  structure  of 
stone.  The  waste  weir  at  the  foot  of  Wilbur^s  basin,  to  be  rendered 
more  safe  from  the  flood  of  the  river  will  soon  require  an  additional 
support  by  piling,  and  extending  the  apron  one  hundred  feet. 

Considerable  piling  was  done  the  last  winter,  to  secure  the  canal 
from  the  continued  slides  from  the  hills  south  of  Coveville. 

The  old  wooden  guard  lock  five  miles  south  of  Whitehall,  where 
the  canal  leaves  Wood  creek,  had  become  so  much  impaired  and 
weakened  as  to  endanger  the  navigation,  andl  the^  commissioners 
decided  to  replace  it  and  substitute  a  stone  structure,  for  which  most 
of  the  materials  were  provided  in  1844«  A  new  guard  lock  of  stone 
was  therefore  erected  and  brought  into  use  last  spring. 

A  permanent  stone  dam  across  Wood  creek,  near  the  lock  above 
mentioned^  has  been  erected.  Ample  gates][are  inserted  in  this  dam 
for  passing  the  flood  waters  in  freshets,  being  indispensible,  as  the 
two  other  channels  of  the  creek  at  this  place,  across  which  are 
decayed  wooden  dams,  are  to  be  permanently  closed. 
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On  the  fire  mile  lerel  south  of  Whitehall,  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  timber  docking  placed  in  both  sides  of  the  canal : 
also  at  Smith's  Basin,  Dunham's  Basin  and  at  the  new  guard  lock. 

The  towing-path  bridge  at  Fort  Ann  and  the  junction  with  the  creek, 
was  originally  placed  too  near  the  foot  of  the  lock  for  convenience. 
Its  centre  pier  and  abutments  being  so  far  deranged  as  not  to  admit  of 
farther  use  or  repair,  a  new  bridge  has  been  constructed  in  a  direct 
line  across  the  stream  about  three  hundred  feet  north  of  the  old  site. 
The  change  of  location  of  the  bridge  made  it  necessary  to  form 
about  fifty  rods  of  new  towing-path  at  this  place. 

Pour  miles  of  slope-wall  of  quarried  stone  have  been  built  north  of 
Fort  Edward,  and  about  the  same  aniount  laid  of  field  stone,  of  good 
size,  south  of  that  place  on  this  canal  the  past  year. 

In  the  same  period,  there  have  been  built  four  new  road  and  eight 
farm  bridges  on  the  whole  line :  also  two  State  scows,  one  for  the 
northern  and  one  for  the  southern  section. 

The  three  combined  locks  at  Whitehall,  and  the  three  locks  at  Fort 

^  Ann,  have  stood  longer  than  could  have  been  reasonably  expected, 

considering  the  imperfect  manner  of  their  construction.    Their  walls 

are  settled,  and  so  much  pressed  inward,  that  the  larger  class  of  boats 

pass  them  with  difficulty  and  some  detention. 

Some  repairs,  therefore,  especially  to  the  lower  lock  at  each  of 
these  places,  will  be  needed  soon,  both  for  their  preservation  and  the 
facilities  of  navigation. 

At  Comstock's  landing  and  vicinity  the  towing  path  bank  has  been 
frequently  carried  away  by  bodies  of  ice  in  spring  freshets.  To  pre- 
vent this  in  future,  a  thick  vertical  wall  has  been  laid,  of  large  quar- 
ried stone,  and  of  sufficient  strength  to  effectually  resist  the  floods  of 
ice  hereafter. 

GLENS  FALLS  FEEDER. 

This  is  an  expensive  work,  and  constantly  requiring  the  watchful 
attention  of  the  Superintendent  to  prevent  breaks  in  its  elevated  banks, 
and  stop  leakages  through  the  fissures  of  the  rocks  in  the  bottom  and 
sides,  as,  in  the  event  of  a  breach  in  the  vicinity  of,  and  above  the 


No.  140  67 

combined  locks  near  the  junction,  the  works  below  would  be  swept 
away,  and  the  navigation  of  th6  levels,  north  and  south,  suspended* 

But  little  less  disastrous  would  be  the  effects  of  a  break  occurring 
west  of  Sandy  Hill  to  the  falls,  where  the  embankment  on  the  south 
side  is  very  high,  and  the  material  chiefly  light  sand. 

Although  in  the  aggregate  much  diminished,  numerous  leakages 
are  still  to  be  seen  at  the  bottom  of  the  slope,  and  not  unfrequently 
issuing  to  the  surface,  at  a  distance  of  one  half  mile  from  the  feeder, 
fiy  filling  the  openings  in  the  bottom  and  sides,  where  formed  of  rock, 
would,  as  is  believed,  greatly  lessen  the  quantity  of  water  now  pass- 
ing  through  them  and  lost.  To  efiectually  stop  these  leakages  is  per^ 
haps  impracticable. 

The  dam  across  the  Hudson,  at  the  head  of  the  feeder,  has  been 
gradually  settling  since  its  construction. 

In  the  winter  of  1843  it  was  raised  to  its  original  height,  in  order 
to  insure  an  adequate  supply  of  water  to  the  Champlain  canal,  but 
with  that  addition,  it  has  been  found  necessary,  in  a  Idw  stage  of  wa- 
ter in  the  river,  to  resort  to  the  use  of  brackets.  By  this  expedient 
the  last  year,  delays  to  navigation  have  been  prevented. 

As  freight  down  the  feeder  is  often  brought  from  a  distance  of  se- 
veral miles  above  the  dam,  and  as  it  meets  with  no  Collector's  office 
till  it  arrives  at  Schuylerville,  a  distance  of  twenty«twd  miles  from  the 
dam,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  some  loss  of  revenue,  from 
this  cause,  is  annually  sustained  by  the  State. 

It  is  believed  that  by  establishing  a  collectof^s  office  at  the  junction 
of  the  feeder  with  the  Champlain  canal,  this  supposed  loss  of  revenue 
Would  be  prevented,  whilst  the  convenience  of  forwarding  would  be 
increased. 

The  business  on  the  feeder  is  steadily  increasing. 

The  principal  repairs  made  during  the  year,  have  been  the  raising 
of  the  towing  path,  taking  out  the  towing  path  wall  and  filling  with 
graveli  and  rebuilding,  in  part,  the  guard-lock  at  head  of  feeder. 

A  Safety-gat6  and  waste-weir  are  to  be  rebuilt,  and  half  mile  of 
berm  bank  wall  relaid  with  cement,  the  ensuing  season. 
[AsmnUy,  No.  14.]  6 
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Troy  Dam. 

There  hare  been  added  to  the  Troy  dam,  the  past.season,  two  long 
eribt  of  timber  and  stone,  one  near  the  middlei  the  other  a  few  ehains 
from  the  eeat  end. 

The  filling  was  an  ayerage  depth  of  21  feet.  No  less  than  six  cribs, 
of  a  simihur  kind,  have  been  sunk  for  strengthening  this  wcork,  within 
the  last  three  years. 

The  old  gates  at  the  head  of  the  sloop  lock  gave  way  in  July,  and 
new  ones  were  replaced.  The  repair  caused  a  suspension  of  lockages 
at  the  dam  for  the  space  of  ten  days. 

The  current  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond,  created  by  lockages  and 
the  drawing  of  water  through  the  mill  canal  to  the  company's  works, 
brings  into  the  channel  copious  deposits,  which  form  a  bar  just  above 
the  lock.  Upon  this  bar  vessels  and  boats  often  ground,  and  have  to 
be  extricated  by  the  assistance  of  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  State. 
To  remedy  the  evil,  at  least  temporarily,  the  under  water  excavator 
was  employed  for  several  days,  in  the  dry  est  part  of  the  season,  and 
the  channel  thoroughly  cleared  and  deepened. 

In  July  last,  the  old  timber  docking  below  the  sloop  lock,  for  about 
100  feet  in  length,  with  a  large  quantity  of  earth,  fell  into  the  chan- 
nel. The  water,  at  this  point,  being  several  feet  deep,  it  occasioned 
no  obstruction  to  the  navigation.  A  new  timber  docking  has  been 
since  put  in. 

OSWEGO  CANAL. 

The  navigation  on  this  canal  was  commenced  on  the  15th  of  April, 
and  was  continued  until  the  30th  of  November. 

There  are  eight  dams  across  the  Oswego  river,  which  serve  to  ele- 
vate and  turn  the  water  into  the  same  number  of  levels  of  the  canal ; 
ani  also  to  furnish  slack  water  navigation  a  large  proportion  of  the 
whole  distance. 

The  unprecedented  low  stage  of  the  river  during  the  latter  part  of 
August  and  in  September,  caused  a  depression  of  many  c^  the  levels 
with  which  it  is  connected,  and  rendsred  some  under  wateip  ^xcavaties 
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Mi  the  taiiiiig  and  tf gtonlftg  0i  ie^eml  et  the  dkva$,  ttecettftTy  to 
sustain  the  navigation. 

These  dams  are  subject  to  injury  by  the  operations  of  a  speciei  of 
insect  which  is  very  prevalent  on  the  bed  of  the  river.  These  ani- 
mals perforate  the  timber  of  ivliich  the  dams  are  composed  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  weaken  the  structures  and  cause  them  to  settle.  These 
injuries  tend  materially  lo  enhance  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  daois. 

An  extensive  and  thorough  repair  of  the  dam  at  Horseshoe  was  re- 
quired to  be  made  tlie  past  season. 

The  banks  of  the  canal  have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been  raised 
and  protected  ;  also  a  portion  of  the  towing  path  along  the  river  has 
been  improved,  and  some  of  it  protected  w  ith  a  permanent  slope  wall. 
The  construction  of  this  wall  on  an  improved  plan,  will,  to  some  ex- 
tent, require  to  be  continued  another  season. 

The  work  of  rebuilding  the  road  and  towing-path  bridge  at  3  River 
Point,  was  resumed  the  latter  part  6f  the  last  season  ;  it  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, and  the  bridge  is  to  be  completed  the  present  winter :  a  portion 
of  the  material  of  this  bridge  had  previously  been  furnished,  and 
some  progress  made  in  the  work. 

The  aqueduct  at  Waterhouse  creek  had  so  far  failed  that  it  could 
not  with  economy  be  longer  continued  in  use.  The  rebuilding  of  this 
structure  is  now  in  progress,  and  is  to  be  completed  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  navigation  next  springs 

Several  of  the  bridges  have  been  rebuilt,  and  the  locks  and  other 
mechanical  structures  have  received  the  ordinary  repairs. 

The  lock  at  the  high  dam,  two  miles  above  Oswego,  Was  several 
years  since  partially  undermined  by  a  break  which  occurred  at  that 
end  of  the  dam  with  which  the  lock  is  connected.  With  a  full  ohaitt* 
ber  the  water  escapes  through  the  bottom  and  through  and  under  the 
side  wall  into  the  lower  level  of  the  canal,  and  into  the  river  below 
the  dam,  in  such  quantities  as  to  render  it  difficnlt  in  cases  of  ascend- 
ing navigation,  to  pass  heavy  loaded  boats  over  the  breast  of  the  lock. 
The  bow  of  the  boat  in  passing  out  occupies  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
space  over  the  breast  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  water  into  tho 
ohamber  as  fast  as  it  leaks  out.  This  allows  the  stem  of  the  boat 
while  still  in  the  lock  to  settle,  and  in  some  instances  so  much  as  to 


eo  [A 

Imng  the  bottom  of  the  boat  in  contact  with  the  upper  mitre-eiU  of  the 

lock.    The  passing  of  this  lock  in  time  of  low  water  is  attended  wiib 
some  delay  and  considerable  hazard  to  heavy  loaded  boats. 

The  side-wall  and  foundation  has  become  so  defective  as  not  to  be 
sasceptible  of  repair. 

This  lock  is  to  be  rebuilt  during  the  next  season  of  suspended  na^ 
▼igation,  in  pursuance  of  the  advice  of  the  Canal  Board.  The  navi- 
gation of  next  season  will  be  made  available  in  the  delivery  of  the  ne^ 
cessary  materials. 

During  the  dry  portion  of  the  past  season  considerable  difficulty  at-* 
tended  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  level  above  the  combined 
locks  at  Oswego,  through  which  water  is  drawn  to  propel  the  ma*» 
chinery  situated  along  the  river  opposite  this  level,  and  on  the  Oswego 
canal  company's  race  below  the  lower  termination  of  the  canal. 

The  prism  of  the  canal  above  referred  to  is  too  small  to  carry  the 
quantity  of  water  required  to  drive  all  of  the  machinery  without  pro-* 
ducing  a  current  too  great  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  navi- 
gation. This  difficulty  has,  to  some  extent,  been  experienced  for  se^ 
veral  years  past,  and  has  been  increasing  nearly  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  the  machinery  propelled  by  water  drawn  through  this 
channel. 

• 

In  the  summer  of  1844  the  Commissioner  in  special  charge  of  this 
canal  directed  tlie  chief-engineer  in  the  employ  of  jhe  State  to  make 
such  examinations  as  were  necessary  to  determine  the  dimensions  that 
should  be  given  to  the  canal  to  permit,  without  material  detriment  to 
the  navigation,  the  passage  of  the  quantity  of  water  required  to  pro^ 
pel  the  machinery  then  built  and  dependent  for  water  from  this  source. 
This  service  was  performed,  and  a  communication  specifying  ihe  di* 
mensions  and  plan  of  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  canal  was  for- 
warded to  the  agent  of  the  company,  from  whom  assurances  Were  re- 
ceived that  the  required  improvement  should  be  made  previous  to  the 
opening  of  navigation  the  ensuing  spring.  In  consequence  of  this 
work  being  only  partially  done,  together  with  the  unusual  low  stage 
of  the  river  and  the  large  amount  of  water  drawn,  a  repetition  of  for- 
mer difficulties  occurred,  which  was,  however,  in  some  degree,  sub<i 
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■equently  remedied  by  the  mill  owners  consenting  to  curtail  the  draw- 
ing by  stopping  part  of  their  machinery. 

Assurances  have  again  been  received  from  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany to  the  effect  that  the  improvements  as  originally  planned  by  the 
engineer,  shall  be  completed  previous  to  the  opening  of  navigation 
next  spring.  If  this  is  not  done,  and  a  recurrence  of  former  hazards 
and  interruptions  tp  the  navigation  takes  place,  such  erections  as  will 
prevent  the  possibility  of  water  being  drawn  in  quantities  so  large  as 
materially  to  affect  the  navigation,  will  be  necessary. 

Towing-path  on  the  Seneca  river  from  mud-lock  on  the  Osw^o  ca* 
nal  to  Batdwinsville^  a  distance  of  5  miles  28.52  chains. 

This  improvement,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  distance  of  the 
upper  end  near  the  foot  of  the  lock  at  Baldwinsville,  was  maintained 
daring  tlie  past  season  in  a  good  navigable  condition. 

The  low  stage  to  which  the  water  in  the  river  subsided  the  latter 
part  of  the  season  left  this  portion  of  the  navigated  channel  with  less 
than  the  requisite  depth  of  water.  This  difficulty  was  augmented  by 
the  deposits  of  saw-dust,  slabs,  &c.  from  the  mills  situated  a  short 
distance  above.  These  substances  were  removed,  and  the  channel  to 
some  extent  still  further  deepened. 

This  work,  together  with  that  done  to  protect  in  some  degree  the 
channel  from  like  future  difficulties,  constitutes  the  principal  repairs 
naade  on  this  improvement  the  past  season. 

« 

CAYUGA  AND  SENECA  CANAL. 

The  navigation  on  this  canal  commenced  on  the  15th  of  April,  and 
continued  until  it  was  closed  by  ice  on  the  SOlh  of  November. 

The  locks  on  this  canal  are  of  wood.  They  have  received  conside- 
rable repairs  the  past  season,  and  several  of  them  have  become  so 
much  broken  and  decayed  as  to  require  a  renewal  of  the  sides  above  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  the  upper  level ;  in  some  instances  the  rebuild- 
ing of  a  larger  portion  of  the  lock  will  be  necessary.  This  work  is 
to  be  done  the  present  winter. 

The  pier  at  the  foot  of  the  lock  on  the  Cayuga  branch  of  this  ca- 
nal has  been  considerably  extended  from  its  former  termination,  to 
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prevent  die  narigatton  «f  the  chemiel  in  tlie  Cayuga  kke  abofre 
the  lock  from  being  obstructed  by  the  deposite  of  sand  which  was 
brought  in  by  the  waves. 

The  dredging  of  the  channel  was  thoroughly  done  the  past  season. 
Maintaining  the  navigation  at  this  place  will  be  attended  with  much 
less  expense  than  formerly. 

During  the  last  winter  the  bottom  of  the  river  level  above  Water- 
loo, and  some  of  the  other  levels  of  the  canal,  was  thoroughly  cleared 
out,  and  under  water  excavation  has  to  a  considerable  eitent  been  done 
the  past  summer. 

The  banks  of  the  canal  at  several  places  have  been  raised  and  pro- 
tected with  pounded  stone. 

One  of  the  road  bridges  has  been  rebuilt  and  other  general  repairs^ 
such  as  are  ordinarily  required,  have  been  made. 

Inlet  of  the  Cayuga  Lake. 

The  piers  and  channel  at  this  inlet  have  been  repaired  the  past  sea* 
son  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  chapter  101,  of  the  Laws  of  ld45. 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  Improvement, 

The  work  authorised  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  this  canal  by  the  act,  chapter  313,  Laws  of  1844,  was  com- 
pleted in  April  last,  in  season  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  navigation. 
The  improvements  consisted  in  lowering  the  Geneva  level,  enlarging 
the  outlet  of  the  Seneca  lake,  the  coostruction  of  a  regulating  weir  in 
the  dam  at  Waterloo,  and  a  road  bridge  over  the  enlarged  outlet  near 
the  lake.  The  amount  paid  on  the  contracts  for  doing  the  work  is 
<6,099.48. 

In  relation  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  these  improvements, 
the  Canal  Commissioners  in  their  last  annual  report,  at  page  54,  state, 
**  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  act  were  to  secure  a  better  naviga- 
tion on  the  Geneva  level,  to  enlarge  the  outlet  of  the  lake  so  as  to  ad- 
mit a  more  free  discharge  of  the  flood  waters,  and  thus  prevent 
their  injurious  effects  on  the  health  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  at 
the^head  and  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  also  to  regulate  the  dis- 
charge of  the  waters  from  the  lake. 


Some  further  inproveaients  than  those  QODteinplated  by  the  aol 
above  referred  to  are  deemed  necessary  to  s^ciire  the  navigation  of 
this  canal  from  interruption,  from  too  large  a  use  of  the  waters  of  the 
Seneca  river  for  hydraulic  purposes. 

There  are  on  the  north  side  of  (he  river  in  the  village  of  Waterloo^ 
flouriog-miUs  and  other  machinery  requiring  for  their  (^ration  water 
8u£Scient  to  drive  nineteen  run  of  stone,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
fourteen  and  a  half  run.  The  water  is  conducted  to  the  machinery  on 
the  south  side  ei  the  river  through  races  or  mill  canals  leading  from 
the  pond  above  the  State  dam.  Onahe  northerly  side  the  water  passes 
from  the  pond  above  the  same  dam  through  the  navigable  State  canal, 
a  distance  of  56  chains,  where  by  a  lateral  cut  it  is  conveyed  to  the 
machinery  and  discharged  into  the  canal  above  the  upper  and  into  the 
river  below  the  lower  of  the  two  locks  at  that  place.  This  large 
amount  of  water  being  drawn  directly  from  the  canal, '^and  from  the 
river  above  the  dam  which  constitutes  a  part  of  the  canal,  has,  together 
with  that  used  for  lockage,  frequently  reduced  the  surface  of  both  the 
canal  and  river  during  the  dry  season  one  foot  below  the  elevation 
necessary  for  good  navigation. 

And  at  pages  65  and  66^  the  Commissioners  say,  ''  weirs  of  by* 
draulic  masonry  sliould  be  erected  across  all  the  mill  races,  of  such 
elevation  as  to  allow  the  water  not  required  for  navigation,  to  pass 
freely  over  for  hydraulic  purposes.  These  weirs  may  be  so  constructi* 
ed  as  to' secure  to  the  milling  interests,  the  use  of  all  the  surplus  wa* 
ter,  and  enable  the  agents  of  the  State,  so  far  "to  control  the  flow  as  to 
retain  the  requisite  Quantity  for  navigation.'^ 

A  detention  of  boats  on  that  part  of  the  canal  affected  by  the  draw« 
ing  of  water  at  Waterleo,  has  for  several  years  past,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  occurred  ;  and  the  embarrassments  to  tlie  navigation  the 
past  season,  resulting  from  the  unusual  drouth,  and  a  too  large  use  of 
the  water  for  milling  purposes,  have  been  quite  as  great  as  in  any  for*^ 
mer  season. 

The  connections  of.  the  mill  races  with  the  canal  at  Seneca  Falls, 
are  in  many  instances  similar  to  those  at  Waterloo ;  and  the  naviga« 
lion  of  the  canal  has  from  the  same  causes  been  subjected  to  serious 
and  frequent  interruptions.  A  considerable  addition  to  the  machinery 
depending  on  a  supply  of  water  from  the  Seneca  river  has  been  made ; 
thi8»  when  brooght  into  use,  will,  with  the  present  facilities  of  drawing 
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trater  from  the  canal,  tend  to  increase  the  frequency  and  extent  of  the 
interruptions  to  navigation. 

To  prevent  in  future  the  injurious  delays  to  which  the  boats  navi- 
gating this  canal  have  hitherto  been  subjected,  the  erection  of  struc- 
tures npon  some  plan  that  will  furnish  to  the  State  agents  the  means 
of  so  far  controlling  the  water  as  to  enable  them  to  retain  the  requisite 
quantity  for  the  use  of  the  csmal,  is  indispensable. 

The  Commissioners  have,  in  several  of  their  former  annual  reports 
to  the  Legislature,  alluded  to  the  necessity  of  constructing  weirs 
across  the  mill  races  at  Waterloo  and  at  Seneca  Falls,  to  render  h 
practicable  to  maintain  the  navigation  of  the  canal. 

They  would  again  respectfully  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
for  their  erection  at  all  of  the  races  through  which  water  required  for 
the  canal  is  now  drawn. 

CHEMUNG  CANAL. 

A  larger  amount  of  business  has  been  done  upon  this  canal  during 
the  past,  than  in  any  preceding  year,  and  a  good  navigation  has  been 
maintained  upon  all  the  levels,  except  the  one  connecting  with  the 
Seneca  lake.  Some  detentions  have  occurred  upon  this  level,  but 
no  more  than  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  unprecedented  low 
Water  in  the  lake. 

During  the  drought  season,  and  up  to  the  close  of  navigation,  a 
large  amount  of  under  water  excavation  was  <ione  upon  this  level, 
principally  in  removing  deposits  from  that  portion  of  the  inlet  used  for 
the  canal,  and  in  lowering  the  bottom  of  the  canal  between  that  and 
the  lake.  Until  a  connection  is  made  with  the  lake,  independent  of 
the  inlet,  a  heavy  expenditure  will  annually  be  required  on  this  level 
to  keep  it  in  good  navigable  condition. 

At  the  Seneca  lake,  a  pier  220  feet  long  has  been  built,  extending 
from  the  old  pier  to  the  breakWatef  heretofore  constructed,  which 
forms  a  safe  harbor  for  boats  that  collect  at  this  point  on  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  the  steamboats,  and  prevents  the  inconvenience  and 
detention  which  formerly  occurred  when  boats  were  moored  in  the 
canal. 
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A  new  bulkhead  has  been  bnik  Jn  the  State  dam  on  the  Chemung 
rirer,  and  the  dam  has  received  some  repairs  during  the  season. 

The  sides  of  lock  number  two,  had  pressed  in  so  as  to  render  it 
impassable.  The  embankment  was  removed,  and  the  timbers  replaced 
before  the  opening  of  the  navigation  last  spring. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  Commissioners,  and  on  which  the  locks 
on  this  canal  were  rebuilt,  under  the  act  chap.  176,  Laws  of  1840,  is 
considered  defective,  and  the  workmanship  of  many  of  them,  was  so 
imperfect,  that  large  expenditures  will  be  required  to  keep  them  in 
navigable  condition,  a 

The  sides  of  locks  Nos.  11, 15,  81  and  84,  have  pressed  in  so  much 
that  the  embankment  or  filling  of  the  cribs  will  require  to  be  taken  out, 
the  timbers  placed  back  in  their  original  position,  and  the  cribs  again 
filled  before  the  opening  of  the  canal. 

Two  new  road  bridges,  one  at  Hollenbeck's  and  the  other  at  Ben« 
nett's,  have  been  built,  and  other  ordinary  repairs  to  the  mechanical 
structures  and  canal,  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  Canal  Commissioners  were  authorized,  by  an  act  of  the  Le* 
gislature,  passed  in  1840,  to  rebuild  the  locks  on  this  canal. 

Under  this  law,  they  have  all  been  rebuilt,  with  the  exception  of 
the  lock  at  the  village  of  Elmira,  which  connects  the  canal  with  the 
Chemung  river.  This  lock  has  so  far  decayed,  that  it  has  been  ne- 
cessary for  the  security  of  the  navigation  of  the  canal,  to  put  in  a 
bank  of  earth  at  the  head  of  it. 

Although  its  reconstruction  might  afford  additional  facilities  to  the 
navigation,  the  money  appropriated  under  the  law  above  referred  to, 
having  been  expended,  the  Commissioners  do  not  consider  it  their 
duty  to  rebuild  it  without  further  direction  from  the  Legislature. 

By  the  constructioa  of  the  dam  across  the  Chemung  river  at  the 
head  of  the  feeder^  a  slack  water  navigation  was  made  for  two  miles 
•bore  the  tennination  of  the  feeder,  on  which  tolls  are  charged  by  the 
State.  The  construction  of  a  tovring  path  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
firom  the  feeder  to  a  point  c^posite  the  village  of  Coming,  a  distance 
of  about  one  mikt  has  been  urgently  solicited  by  the  inhabitants  in 
thai  vieimty, .  and  .these,  iotaiested  in  the  BcviflitioB. 
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The  necessary  land  having  been  heretofore  af^opriated  by  the 
State,  the  expense  attending  its  construction  would  be  small.  The 
Commissioners  have  no  doubt  that  the  construction  of  this  work  would 
be  of  much  service  to  the  navigation  at  this  point ;  they  do  not,  how- 
ever, consider  themselves  authorized  to  make  the  improvement  without 
authority  from  the  Legislature. 


CROOKED  LAKE  CANAL. 

The  low  stage  of  the  water  on  the  upper  level  of  this  canal,  which 
is  connected  with  the  Crooked  lake,  rendered  if  necessary  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  season  to  lighten  many  of  the  heavily  loaded  boats. 
The  ordinary  navigation  has  been  maintained  on  other  parts  of  the 
canal,  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  season. 

Considerable  under  water. excavation  has  been  done  in  the  lower 
level,  between  the  first  lock  and  Seneca  lake,  and  the  bottom  of  the 
canal  has  at  other  places  been  cleared  out. 

The  locks  have  required  the  largest  proportion  of  the  expenditure 
made  on  this  canal  the  past  year,  and  some  of  them  were  vnth  diffi- 
culty maintained  to  the  close  of  the  season. 

The  construction  of  a  short  feeder  has  been  commenced,  by  which 
the  water  from  the  creek  at  Mallory's  dam,  is  to  be  taken  into  the 
canal  at  the  foot  of  the  lock  about  one  mile  below  the  village  of  Pena 
Yan.  The  construction  of  this  feeder  was  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners pursuant  to  the  act  chapter  276  of  the  Laws  of  1835 ;  it  is 
to  be  brought  into  use  next  spring.  The  cost  of  this  feeder  will  not 
vary  materially  from  $450. 

One  road  bridge  has  been  rebuilt,  and  other  repairs  of  an  ordinary 
character  have  been  made. 

The  navigation  of  the  level  below  the  lower  lock,  is  subject  to  in- 
terruptions by  deposites  of  sand  and  gravel  brought  into  the  channel 
by  the  waves ;  difficulty  is  also'  experienced  in  nmnaging  boats  in 
entering  and  leaving  the  canal,  during  the  prevalence  of  high  south- 
erly winds.  To  remedy  these  evils,  the  construction  of  a  light  single 
dock,  secured  with  stone  and  gravel,  extending  from  the  shore  south 
of  the  lock,  seven  chains  into  the  lake,  to  nesf  ly  opposite  the  outer 
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termination  of  the' pier  now  constructed  on  the  north  side  of  the  chan- 
nel, will  be  necessary. 

This  work  should  be  done  another  season. 

fn  pursuance  of  the  act  chapter  338  of  the  Laws  of  1845,  public 
notice  was  given  on  the  30th  day  of  May  last,  that  proposals  would 
be  received  until  the  26th  day  of  June,  for  the  construction  of  five 
composite  locks  on  the  Crooked  Lake  canal.  Proposals  were  received 
and  a  contract  was  entered  into  on  the  26th  day  of  June,  for  the  con 
struction  of  said  locks.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract  they  are  to  be 
completed  by  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

The  head  of  the  locks  and  the  sides  of  the  chambers,  for  a  length 
of  six  feet  below  the  upper  quoins,  are  to  be  of  hydraulic  rubble  ma 
aonry ;  the  remainder  of  the  sides  of  the  chambers,  are  to  be  com- 
posed of  substantial  dry  walls,  faced  with  a  frame  work  of  timber 
and  plank. 

The  economy  and  general  utility  of  this  plan  of  lock,  is  treAed 
more  at  large  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,* 
from  pages  68  to  71  inclusive,  and  the  estimated  expense  of  each 
lock  is  also  stated  at  $5,000. 

These  locks  are  to  be  built  on  the  foundation  of  the  old  locks,  of 
which  four  have  already  been  prepared  to  receive  the  new  superstruc- 
ture. The  work  is  now  rapidly  advancing,  and  from  the  progress 
thus  far  made  reasonable  assurances  are  given  that  the  locks  will  be 
completed  by  the  time  required  by  the  contract,  and  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  that  stated  in  the  report  to  which  reference  has  been 
made. 

There  are  on  this  canal,  exclusive  of  the  five  already  under  con- 
tract, 21  locks  yet  remaining  to  be  built.  They  are  wood  structures, 
and  have  been  in  use  a  little  more  than  twelve  years. 

From  a  recent  examination  of  these  locks  by  the  chief  engineer  in 
the  employ  of  the  State,  the  opinion  is  entertained  by  him,  that  the 
navigation  of  this  canal  can  be  maintained  by  building  eleven  of  the 
21  locks  yet  to  be  built,  during  the  next  season  of  suspended  naviga- 
tion, and  that  the  remaining  ten  may,  with  considerable  repairs,  be 
continued  in  use  through  the  navigable  season  of  1847. 
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The  old  locks  being  very  open  attd  leaky,  a  mach  Iom  quantity  of 
water  will  be  required  to  supply  this  canal  after  the  new  locks  shall 
have  been  completed  and  brought  into  use. 

Although  the  expense  of  repairs  of  the  ten  old  locks,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  engineer  can  be  used  through  the  seasons  of  1846 
and  '7,  may  be  greater  than  it  has  heretofore  been,  there  probably 
would  be  economy  in  continuing  them  in  use  that  length  of  time. 

If  the  building  of  the  whole  or  any  less  number  of  the  locks  re- 
maining to  be  built  on  this  canal,  is  done  during  the  next  season  of 
suspended  navigation,  an  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature. 


CHENANGO  CANAL. 

The  navigation  of  this  canal  has  generally  been  well  sustained  dur- 
ing the  past  season. 

A  depression  of  some  of  the  levels  south  of  the  Chenango  forks 
occurred  in  the  fore  part  of  September,  in  consequence  of  the  water 
being  drawn  in  too  large  quantities  for  milling  purposes  from  the 
State  dam  at  that  place. 

The  repairs  of  this  canal  the  past  season  have  been  of  a  similar 
character  to  those  of  former  years.  Except  the  natural  decay,  and 
some  new  erections  in  place  of  those  that  had  failed,  the  mechanical 
structures  generally  remain  in  their  former  condition ;  also  the  b'anks 
of  the  canal  have  generally  been  well  sustained. 

The  reservoirs,  except  that  at  Kingsly  brook,  which  failed  in  1 843, 
also  the  several  feeder  dams,  continue  in  good  condition,  and  have 
required  but  little  repairs  .the  past  year. 

The  upper  part  of  the  timber  and  plank  facing  of  the  chambers  of 
many  of  the  locks,  also  the  sluices  that  convey  water  around  the  locks 
to  supply  the  levels  below,  have  become  considerably  decayed.  The 
side  posts  in  the  chambers  of  some  of  the  locks  have  been  spliced  at 
the  surface  water  line,  and  the  wood  work  above  renewed ;  also 
several  new  sluices  have  been  built.  Considerable  of  this  work,  toge- 
ther with  the  renewal  of  a  number  of  the  lock  gates,  will  be  required 
the  present  year. 
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Semal  of  the  bulUiMds  on  the  feeders,  which  were  of  woodi  hsve 
been  rebuilt,  and  a  wood  wasto^weir  on  the  west  branch  feeder  has 
been  r^laoed  with  dne  of  stone. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  mechanical  structures  on  this  canal,  all 
of  which,  except  those  not  already  renewed,  have  been  in  use  nine 
years.  That  portion  of  the  wood  work  of  these  structures  exposed 
to  decay,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  will  require  a  larger  ezpeBditere 
for  repairs  and  renewal  than  has  been  nece^pary.  in  former  years. 

GENESEE  VALLEY  CANAL. 

The  completed  and  navigable  part  of  this  canal  extends  from  Roch- 
ester to  Dansville,  a  distance  of  fifty-two  miles. 

Navigation  commenced  on  the  15th  of  April,  and  continued  with 
little  interruption,  until  the  29th  of  November. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  a  breach  occurred  on  the  two  mOe  level  aboTe 
lock  number  four,  which  interrupted  the  navigation  for  about  twenty- 
four  hours. 

An  extensive  breach  was  made  in  the  high  embankment  at  the 
village  of  Mount  Morris,  on  the  25th  of  August,  whicli  suspended 
navigation  from  the  Genesee  river  to  the  guard  gates  at  Buck  RuUi  a 
distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  for  five  and  a  half  days. 

There  has  been  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  water,  in  the  dry  part 
of  the  season,  for  the  short  levels  at  the  southern  termination  of  the 
canal,  from  Mill  creek  feeder  to  the  Canescraga  creek  feeder,  a  dis- 
tance of  two  and  a  half  miles,  since  the  canal  was  first  opened  for 
navigation.  The  deficiency  the  past  season,  although  considerablet 
has  not  been  as  great  as  in  preceding  years. 

Tlere  has  also  been  a  deficiency  of  water  during  the  diy  part  of 
the  two  past  seasons,  between  the  Canescraga  creek  feeder  and  the 
Genesee  river,  a  distance  of  thirteen  and  a  half  miles,  which  has 
occasioned  some  interruption  to  navigation.  In  August  a  feeder  was 
introduced  by  taking  in  Bradner's  creek,  which  added  about  one  hun- 
dred cubic  feet  per  minute  to  the  supply  for  this  part  of  the  canal, 
and  was  of  much  service  in  sustaining  navigation. 
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Sereral  plans  htfe  been  suggested  for  obtainnig  an  anUitiooal  snpply 
d  water :  One  is  the  constniction  of  a  reservoir  on  Mill  creek,  fire 
miles  above  Dansville ;  another  is  to  use  Loon  lake  as  a  reserroir, 
which  is  situated  eight  miles  above  Dansrille,  and  discharge  the 
water  into  Mill  creek,  from  which  it  would  be  received  into  the  canal. 

From  a  report  made,  by  the  resident  engineer,  to  the  acting  Canal 
CcHcnmissioner  in  charge  of  this  canal,  it  appears  that  the  latter  is  the 
most  feasible  plan,  and  that  a  sufficient  supply  may  be  obtained  from 
that  source  at  an  expense  of  about  ^,500. 

The  Genesee  river  dam  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  the  south 
abutment  substantially  rebuilt  with  timber,  the  past  summer.  Owing 
to  its  manner  of  construction,  and  exposure  to  decay,  a  considerable 
expenditure  will  annually  be  required  to  maintain  it. 

The  channels  of  Beard's  and  Clute's  creeks  on  section  number  thirty 
five,  are  annually  filling  up  with  gravel  brought  down  by  high  water. 
They  have  been  thoroughly  cleared  out  the  past  season. 

Land  slides  have  occurred  above  the  canal,  on  sections  25,  26  and 
27,  which  have  contracted  its  width  in  several  places  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  feet.  To  secure  the  canal  at  these  places,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  use  timber  supported  by  piles.  Materials  have  been  delivered 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  work  will  be  done  during  the  winter. 

About  one  thousand  rods  of  ditching  has  been  done,  to  carry  off 
drainage  water,  and  prevent  the  discharge  of  deposites  into  the  canal, 
on  sections  Nos.  5,  11,  24,  25,  26,  27»  28  and  36. 

The  banks  of  this  canal,  to  a  considerable  extent,  are  composed  of 
material  easily  affected  by  the  action  of  the  water,  and  require  much 
labor  to  keep  them  in  repair. 

Bat  little  protection  has  yet  been  given  them,  by  walling  with  stone 
or  &eing  with  timber.  Below  some  of  the  locks,  and  at  a  few  other 
points  where  it  is  most  required,  preparation  has  been  made  to  protect 
them,  by  a  docking  of  timber,  before  the  opening  of  navigation. 

The  waste-weir  on  section  number  twenty-eight,  aiid  also  that  on 
twenty-nine,  have  been  almost  entirely  useless  the  past  year,  owing 
to  their  bad  locatioot  and  the  injury  they  have  sustained  in  discharg- 
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ging  water  through  them.    Preparations  have  been  made  for  removing 
and  rebuilding  them  on  more  farorable  sites. 

The  residue  of  the  repairs  on  this  canal,  hare  been  of  the  ordinary 
character,  such  as  facing  and  strengthening  the  banks,  removing 
depositee  firom  the  bottom  of  the  canal,  opening  a  channel  across  the 
Genesee  river  for  the  passage  of  boats,  gravelling  the  towing-path 
and  repairing  bridges,  lock  gates,  valve  gates  and  waste  weirs. 

The  condition  of  the  unfinished  part  of  this  canal,  commencing  at 
the  Shaker  settlement  and  extending  to  Olean,  a  distance  of  sixty-six 
and  a  half  miles,  remains  about  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  except  the  waste  and 
decay  of  materials.  For  further  information  in  reference  thereto,  the 
Commissioners  refer  to  their  annual  reports  for  1843,  and  44,  see 
Assembly  Documents  Nos.  25  and  16,  and  a  report  made  by  them 
on  the  10th  of  March  1845.    See  Assembly  Documents,  No.  154. 

The  superintendent  was  directed  to  haul  from  the  unfinished  part 
of  the  canal  such  of  the  perishable  materials  as  could  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage, in  making  repairs  on  that  part  which  is  completed.  A  large 
quantity  of  timber  and  plank  has  been  delivered  on  the  bank  of  the 
canal,  near  the  Shaker  settlement,  for  this  purpose. 

Some  materials  have  been  used,  and  others  have  been  deposited  at 
places  where  they  will  be  required  for  use  before  the  opening  of  navi- 
gation. 

The  amount  of  money  realized  from  the  use  and  sale  of  perishable 
materials,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  materials  used  by  the  superintendents, $357  •  28 

For  materials  sold  by  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  •  •  •  •     889 .47 

Total, 8696.70 


« 


The  labor  that  has  been  performed,  in  protecting  the  work  and  ma- 
terials on  this  canal,  exceeds  the  amount  received  for  materials. 
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BLACK  RIVER  CANAL  AND  ERIE  CANAL 

This  canal  is  to  extend  from  the  Erie  canal  at  Rome,  in  Oneida 
county,  to  Carthage  in  the  county  of  Jefferson. 

Its  route  from  Rome  is  np  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  river,  till  it 
enters  the  valley  of  Lansing  kill,  which  it  follows  to  Boonville ;  thence 
taking  a  more  northerly  direction  to  the  High  falU,  where  it  enters 
the  Black  river  in  the  town  of  West  Turin.  From  this  point  it  is 
desi;;ned  to  make  the  river  navigable  to  the  village  of  Carthage* 

The  length  of  navigation  to  be  made,  by  the  act,  authorizing  its 
construction,  is  for  the  canal  proper,  35  miles ;  for  the  feeder  which 
is  to  enter  the  canal  at  Boonville,  10  miles;  and  for  the  Black  river 
42)  miles,  making  87)  miles. 

The  first  division  of  this  canal  extends  from  Rome  to  the  north  end 
of  the  summit  at  Boonville,  on  which  there  has  been  expendtd,  at 
contract  prices,  for  work  done,  the  sum  of  $1,076,864.71.  The 
amount  of  work  remaining  to  be  done,  at  contract  prices,  is  $Sfi»* 
068.75. 

From  Boonville  to  the  High  falls  there  are  nine  sections,  two  of 
which  have  been  finished,  fbur  are  somewhat  advanced,  and  the  re- 
maining three  are  not  under  contract.  The  amount  of  work  done  on 
this  division,  at  contract  prices,  is  $359,798.57.  The  amount  re- 
maining to  be  done,  under  contract,  is  $24,918.68. 

Feeder, 

The  feeder  is  ten  miles  in  length,  and  is  divided  into  eleven  sec* 
tions ;  eight  are  completed  and  the  remaining  three  are  considerably 
advanced. 

The  amount  of  work  done,  as  estimated  at  contract  prices,  is  $84  V 
048.03.  The  amount  remaining  to  be  done,  exclusive  of  that  not 
under  contract,  is  $19,500.09. 

By  adding  together  the  above  sums,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
amount  of  work  done  on  this  canal  and  feeder  is  $1,676,1 11  •31,  and 
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that  there  remainB  to  be  done,  under  contract,  $80,487.46.    The 
estimated  cost  of  the  work  yet  to  be  let  ia  $5d4,3t  1 .04. 

There  has  been  paid  daring  the  last  year  on  the  certificates  of 
awards  made  by  the  canal  appraisers,  for  land  damages  between 
Rome  and  Bopnville,  037,934.24.  This  amount  is  supposed  to  can- 
eel  nearly  all  the  claims  for  lands  appropriated  on  that  division  of  the 
canal. 

The  claims  of  this  character  which  are  embraced  within  the  diyi 
sion  north  of  Boonville  and  on  the  feeder,  and  which  remain  unad* 

■ 

justed,  will,  it  is  believed;  amount  to  much  less  than  the  above  sum. 

The  cost  of  completing  the  feeder,  including  the  dam,  according  to 
former  estimates,  is  (32,000.  This  estimate,  however,  is  based  upon 
relative  contract  prices,  ai.d  makes  no  allowance  for  loss  of  materials 
delivered  on  the  work  of  a  perishable  nature,  and  which  are  now 
wholly  unfit  for  the  uses  for  which  they  were  procured. 

A  more  detailed  and  minute  descriptioii  of  the  work  on  this  canal 
and  feeder,  may  be  found  in  the  annual  leport  of  the  Commissioners 
for  1843,  Assembly  document  No.  25.  Also  a  special  report  in  8e« 
nate  document  of  the  same  year,  No.  49,  in  which  are  described  the 

condition  of  the  work,  the  materials  delivered,  and  the  work  remain- 

» 

ing  to  be  done  to  complete  the  canal  and  feeder,  either  with  stone  or 
with  composite  locks. 

With  the  exception  of  the  increased  injury,  by  the  action  of  the 
elements,  the  whole  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  described 
in  the  reports  above  referred  to. 

The  numerous  locks  and  other  structures  on  this  work,  finished 
and  nearly  completed,  so  far  as  the  same  arc  composed  of  perishable 
articles,  have  for  some  years  remained  exposed  to  alternate  action  of 
the  sun  and  rains,  the  inevitable  tendency  of  which  has  been  a  slow 
but  certain  dilapidation  and  decay. 

From  a  recent  and  careful  inspection  of  these  structures,  made  by 
the  resident  engineer  and  commissioner  in  charge,  the  flooring  and 
other  wooden  portions  of  the  locks  were  found  to  be  comparatively 
little  aflected,  and  a  considerable  number  of  which,  from  their  less 
exposed  location,  entirely  uninjured  and  sound. 
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It  has  been  aBcertftined  that  a  contract  can  be  made  with  an  experi* 
enced  and  responsible  individual,  to  cover  with  running  water,  the 
wood  work  of  all  ihe  locks  on  this  canal,  and  to  keep  them  submerged 
for  the  space  of  five  consecutive  years,  for  the  sum  of  $2,000. 

The  only,  but  efficient  catise  fur  delaying  this  work  has  been  the 
want  of  funds  applicable  to  the  payment  of  such  contract. 

Every  consideration  of  sound  economy  would  seem  to  urge  the 
prompt  execution  of  this  protective  Work ;  and  should  the  Legislature 
concur  in  this  view  of  the  subject  and  provide  the  necessary  n)eans, 
during  its  present  session,  the  proposed  work  will  be  accomplished 
early  as  the  first  of  July  next. 

Chapter  278  of  the  Laws  of  1844  provides  for  the  sale,  by  the 
Commissioners,  of  perishable  materials  which  have  been  delivered  on 
the  lateral  canals — paid  for  by  the  State  and  surtendered  by  contrac* 
tractors,  and  application  of  the  avails  of  such  sales  towards  preserving 
and  securing  the  works  from  further  injury  and  decay. 

This  is  the  only  provision  yet  made  by  the  Legislature  for  protect- 
ing the  finished  and  unfinished  strilctures  on  the  lateral  canals,  and 
has  proved  wholly  inadequate  in  furnishing  the  requisite  means  for 
that  object. 

Ev:e'ry  reasonable  ctertion  haS  been  usbd  the  past  season  by  the 
Conimissioner  in  charge,  and  by  authorized  agents,  to  dispose  of  the 
perishable  materials  on  the  Black  river  canal,  and  at  almost  any  price. 
These  efforts  have  proved  entirely  unavailable,  for  the  reason  that  the 
supply  of  most  kinds  of  lumber  in  the  region  of  this  canal  is  far 
greater  than  the  existing  local  demand.  Consequently  no  sales  have 
been  effected. 

In  'order  to  realize  as  far  as  practicable,  and  with  due  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  State,  some  portion  of  the  required  means  for  pro- 
tecting the  Work  on  this  canal,  directions  were  given  early  last  spring 
to  the  Superintendent  of  repairs  on  the  Rome  section  of  the  Erie  canal, 
not  only  to  sell,  but  use,  for  the  repairs  of  the  last  named  canal»  any 
of  these  perishable  materials  and  to  account  for  the  same  at  fair  mar- 
ket  prices. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  round  and  square  timber  and  some  plank 
have  been  hauled  from  this  canal  a  distance  of  six  and  ten  miles  and 
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Qted  to  advantage  on  the  Erie  canal ;  and  it  is  contemplated  to  tmf^ 
port  by  sledding*  during  ihe  present  winter,  additioiial  qaantit(es  to 
the  same  canal  which  any  be  profitably  used  thereon  in  making  the 
spring  repairs. 

The  total  sum  realized  from  the  sale  and  use  of  these  materiaU  and 
accounted  for  to  the  30ih  of  September  last  is  $351  <  84. 

Out  of  this  sum  there  was  paid,  in  May  last,  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Canal  Fund,  on  voucher  No.  42,  found  in  George  Stone^s  ab- 
stract for  Ociober  and  November  in  1844,  presented  by  late  Cominia^ 
sioner  Enos,  the  sum  of  870.41  for  repairing  a  breach  in  the  Black 
River  canal  in  1843. 

In  September  laat  there  was  paid  on  George  Stone's  draft  for  work 
and  materials,  in  repairing  a  road  bridge  which  crosses  the  Black 
River  canal  in  the  village  of  Rome,  the  sum  of  $37.66. 

In  October  last,  was  paid  to  E*  H.  Brodhead,  Resident  Engineer, 
on  his  abstract  rendered  to  the  acting  Commissioner,  the  sum  of 
$i<l7rf75,  making  in  the  aggregate  $215.82,  and  leaving  a  balance  in 
this  fiind,  on  the  first  of  Ociober  of  $136. 02. 

This  last  expenditure  was  incurred  the  past  summer,  in  collecting 
together  and  securing  about  80.000  lbs.  of  lock  irons  which  were 
scattered  along  the  whole  line  of  the  canal,  and  which  were  of  such 
portable  size  and  form,  as  well  as  adaptation  to  ordinary  uses,  as  to 
invite  depredation  by  individuals  who  are  not  over  scrupulous  in  their 
regard  for  the  interests  of  the  State. 

It  is  known  that  the  State  has  incurred  some  loss  since  the  work 
Was  suspended  in  1842,  through  the  exposed  situation  of  these  irons 
and  the  facilities  afforded  for  their  conversion  to  private  purposes. 

It  was,  therefore,  judged  expedient  to  collect  and  place  this  property 
in  a  safe  depository  and  under  the  care  and  control  of  agents  of  the 
State. 

The  irons  collected  on  the  line  of  the  canal  between  the  village  of 
Rome  and  combination  locks  Nos.  44,  45  and  46,  have  been  brought 
to,  and  placed  in  the  State  shop  at  Rome. 

All  of  the  irons  found  north  of  the  above  combined  locks  were  col- 
lected and  brought  to  Boonville  and  are  there  safely  deposited  in  a 
substantial  building  which  is  owned  by  the  State. 
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ONEIDA  LAKE  CANAL  AND  FEEDER. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State,  at  its  session  in  1840,  passed  an  act 
entitled,  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  purchase 
for  the  State,  the  Oneida  lake  Canal  and  Feeder,"  and  also,  ^*  to  pur- 
chase of  ihe  owners  thereof,"  the  interest  in  the  navigation  of  Fish 
creek,  if  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  same  "  should  not  ezeeed  the 
Talue  thereof  to  the  State,  nor  the  sum  oi  $50,000.'* 

In  April.  1841,  a  certificate  of  stock  for  $60,000  was  issued  by  the 
Comptroller,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  de* 
lirered  to  the  authorized  agents  of  the  company,  at  which  period  the 
State  became  pos^sessed  of  its  purchase. 

A  perspicuous  statement  of  the  purchase  of  these  works  by  the 
Commissioners,  then  in  charge  of  the  State  canals,  together  with  an 
arithmetical  illustration  of  the  profit  and  loss  upon  the  investment, 
will  be  seen  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the*  Canal  Commissioners, 
Assembly  Document  No.  28,  at  page  72  to  75.  ' 

This  canal  extends  from  the  Erie  canal  at  Higgins*,  to  Wood  creek, 
three  and  three«tourth  miles  ;  thence  by  slack  water  navigation,  form* 
ed  by  the  junction  of  Wood  and  Fish  creeks,  two  and  a  quarter  miles, 
to  Oneida  lake,  making  a  navigable  communication  six  miles  in  length. 

There  are  seven  locks  on  this  canal  constructed  of  wood,  all  of 
which  are  now  so  far  decayed  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  future  use, 
even  with  ordinary  repairs.  And.  although  the  revenues  of  the  ca- 
nal, since  it  became  the  property  of  the  State,  show  a  deficiency,  in 
meeting  the  expense  of  its  repairs,  and  the  interest  on  its  cost,  of 
more  than  $17,000,  yet  an  additional  outlay  on  the  locks  and  the 
towing  path,  can  no  longer  be  postponed,  if  the  navigation  is  to  be 
kept  up. 

The  insufficiency  of  these  locks  has  caused  a  serious  drain  of  wa- 
ter'from  the  long  level  of  the  Erie  canal,  being  at  a  point  where  it 
cannot  be  spared,  without  great  detriment  to  the  navigation— a  drain, 
resembling,  in  some  degree,  that  which  is  produced  on  the  canal  reve- 
nues, by  the  cost  and  repairs  of  this  work. 

As  a  constant  supply  of  water  on  that  level  is  indispensible  to  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  navigation,  any  unnecessary  diversion  of  it,  more 
especially  in  diy  seasons,  should  be  carefully  avoided. 


A  recent  examinaticn  of  these  locks  has  conTinced  the  CommiBsioii* 
ers  of  the  impracticability  of  continuing  the  navigation,  securely,  short 
of  their  reconstruction,  and  a  thorough  repnir  of  the  gates,  and  nUo 
ol  the  towing  path,  and  tliey  iiave,  accordingly,  directed  Uie  work  to 
be  done.  If  found  practicable,  the  same  is  directed  to  be  complet6d, 
and  ready  for  use,  on  the  resumption  of  navigation  next  spring. 

The  probable  cost  of  these  repairs,  on  the  most  economical  system, 
including  the  necessory  piling  for  sustaining  the  towing  path  along  the 
creeky  it  is  believed,  will  fall  little  short  of  $10,000. 

Preparations  of  materials  for  the  work  are  being  made  by  the  su^^ 
perintendent  of  repairs,  and  every  proper  means  will  be  put  in  requi- 
sition, during  the  winter^  to  accomplish  it  by  the  first  of  May  next. 

The  feeder  is  a  work  unconnected  with,  and  independent  of,  the 
Oneida  lake  canal. 

Its  length  is  two  miles,  and  extends  from  Oncic^a  creek,  in  a  north* 
eriy  course,  to  the  Erie  canal,  at  a  point  five  miles  west  of  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Oneida  lake  canal. 

It  was  constructed  by  the  Oneida  lake  canal  company,  for  a  navi- 
gable feeder,  and  to  contribute  as  large  a  supply  of  water  to  the 
Erie  canal  as  should  be  drawn  therefrom  through  the  Oneida  lake 
canal,  to  do  which,  the  company  was  bound  by  the  provisions  of  their 
charter. 

Experience,  as  well  as  mathematical  measurehnent  of  quantities, 
has  shown  a  large  difference  unfavorable  to  a  full  compensation. 

With  the  proposed  repairs  of  the  locks  and  gates  on  the  Oneida 
lake  canal,  it  is  to  be  presumed^  the  drain  from  the  Erie  canal  will  be 
essentially  diminished,  and  present  a  more  favorable  comparison  with 
the  supply  through  the  feeder. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  NAVIGATION  OF  THE 

ONEIDA  RIVER. 

The  work  done  on  this  improvement  remains  nearly  in  the  samfe 
condition  in  which  it  was  left  at  tiie  time  it  was  suspended  in  1842. 

The  ettibankment  at  Caughanoy  rapids  has  received  some  injuries 
from  the  floods  of  the  streanit  and  6ome  d  the  valve  gates  in  the 
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lock,  at  Oak  Orchard,  have  become  out  of  repair,  and  to  some  ex* 
tent  injured,  by  ibe  passing  of  the  boats  through  it  tliat  navigate  the 
ri/er. 

This  lock,  and  the  dam  with  which  it  is  connected,  are  located  at 
the  foot  of  the  Oak  Orchard  rapids,  eight  miles  from  the  Oswego  ca« 
nal.  These  structures  had  been  completed,  and  the  excavations  in 
the  bed  of  the  river,  to  form  a  navigable  channel  through  the  several 
bars,  had  so  far  progressed  previous  to  the  suspension,  as  to  make  the 
river  navigable,  during  its  lowest  stages,  with  boats  drawing  three  feet 
of  water,  from  the  Oswego  canal,  at  Three  River  Point,  to  the  foot 
of  the  rapid  at  Caughanoy,  a  distance  of  14  miles. 

At  the  foot  of  this  latter  rapid,  a  lock  is  located,  and  an  embank- 
ment in  the  river,  extending  from  the  head  of  tiie  lock  nearly  parallel 
with  the  shore,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  to  deep  water  at  the 
head  of  the  rapid. 

The  lock,  with  the  necessary  valves  and  other  fixtures,  is  entirely 
completed.  The  embankment  and  the  cut,  through  the  rapid,  be- 
tween the  embankment  and  the  original  sliore  of  the  river,  which,  to- 
gether, form  the  canal,  are  also  completed,  except  an  opening 
tlirough  the  bank,  which  was  left  near  the  head  of  the  lock,  to  drain 
the  work  while  it  was  in  progress,  and  a  small  amount  of  excavation, 
at  tlie  upper  end  of  the  cut,  to  connect  it  with  the  deep  water  above. 

The  drain  left  through  the  bank  has  been  enlarged,  by  the  flood 
waters  entering  the  canal,  at  the  upper  end,  and  passing  out  through 
this  opening  into  the  river  below  the  rapid.  This  opening  continues 
to  be  enlarged,  by  every  flood  that  occurs  in  the  river,  and  without 
being  repaired,  the  fender  docking,  at  the  bead  of  the  lock,  is  liable 
to  be  undermined,  and,  together  with  the  embankment  on  the  river 
side  of  the  lock,  carried  away. 

An  expenditure  of  about  $500  would  complete  this  repair,  and  ex* 
tend  a  like  navigation,  to  that  below  this  rapid,  a  distance  of  four 
miles  farther  up  the  river  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  at  Brewerton. 

To  extend  the  navigation  through  these  rapids,  into  the  Oneida 
lake,  would  require  the  work,  at  this  placoi  to  be  completed  on  the 
original  plan  ;  to  do  this,  would  cost  the  further  sum  of  $7,728*12. 


0t  [AtttXB&T 

Tha  canal  and  lock  at  Caughanoy  rapid,  occupy  the  old  channel  of 
the  riyer ;  the  river  is,  consequently,  now  innaTigable  at  that  rapid  ia 
time  of  low  water. 

If  the  narigation  was  extended,  as  above  suggested,  its  advantages 
would  he  sensibly  felt  by  that  portion  of  the  community  for  whose 
benefit  the  improvement  of  this  river  was  originally  designed. 

Some  supervision  of  the  completed  work  at  Oak  Orchard  is  neces* 
ssry,  to  prevent  its  injury,  in  being  used  by  those  who  navigate  the 
river. 

The  locks  are  of  permanent  stone  masonry,  with  chambers  30^  feet 
in  width,  and  120  feet  in  length;  the  valves  are  of  boiler  and  cast 
iron,  operative  with  screws. 

A  statement  more  in  detail,  of  the  plan  of  tliis  improvement,  and 
the  condition  of  the  work  at  the  time  it  was  suspended,  may  be  found 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners,  made  in  January,  1843, 
Assembly  Doc.  No.  25,  at  pages  133  to  137  inclusive. 

The  Commissioners  have,  in  several  of  their  annual  reports  to  the 
Legislature,  recommended  that  the  law  providing  for  this  improve- 
ment  be  so  modified,  as  to  authorize  the  collection  of  tolls,  and  that 
part  of  it,  which  is  so  nearly  completed  as  to  be  used,  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Oswego  canal.  They  again  re* 
spectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject. 

The  whole  cost  of  completing  this  improvement,  on  the  original 
plan  of  four  and  a  half  feet  depth  of  water,  is  estimated  at  1 16,0S6  .M.  * 
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$16,056  90 


No.  14. 1  97 

The  CommisBioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  on  the  4th  of  Norember 
last  gave  notice  to  the  acting  Canal  Commissioners  that  no  more 
drafts  could  be  paid  from  the  Fund  of  $900,000  authorized  by  the 
act  chapter  314  of  the  Laws  of  1844,  as  the  whole  amount  of  said 
fund  was  exhausted. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  proyisions  of  the  act,  that  the  money  to  be 
borrowed,  was  to  be  applied  to  the  payments  of  land  damages ;  ar« 
rearages  to  canal  contractors  and  others  for  work  done  previous  to  the 
law  of  1842  suspending  the  public  works;  for  extra  allowances  and 
for  awards  made  under  the  Revised  Statutes  or  special  laws,  and  to 
the  payment  of  engineers. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  Commissioners  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  what  amount  will  be  found  due  to  contractors  on  claims 
which  have  not  been  adjudicated  under  the  several  acts  for  their  adjust- 
ment ;  and  no  less  easy  for  them  to  calculate  the  aggregate  sum  that 
may  be  required  under  special  laWs,  and  subsequent  awards  by  the 
appraisers,  for  land  damages. 

It  has  been  ascertained  from  the  canal  appraisers  that  they  hare 
now  before  them,  for  consideration,  325  claims,  in  which  they  have 
taken  and  closed  the  testimony,  and  which  are  in  progress  of  adjudi- 
cation and  decision.  It  is  also  ascertained  that  the  appraisers  made 
154  awards  from  July  18th,  1843,  to  August  23,  1844,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  til  1,267.94,  and  that  from  the  last  mentioned  date, 
to  August  18th,  1845,  were  made  315  awards,  amounting  to  1 145,- 
954.87. 

The  amount  of  unpaid  awards  certified  by  the  appraisers  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  acting  Commissioners  will  not  vary  much  from  $18,- 
000.  This  amount,  together  with  subsequent  awards  to  be  made  by 
the  appraisers,  and  allowances  by  the  Canal  Board  under  the  several 
laws  for  settling  canal  claims,  as  well  as  the  payments  due  to  engi- 
neers, must  remain  unpaid  until  further  provision  therefor  shall  be 
made  by  the  Legislature. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JONAS  EARLL,  Jukiok, 
DANL.  P.  BISSELL* 
NATH'L  JONES, 
STEPHEN  CLARK, 
[AssemUy,  No.  14.J  9 


te 

.s 
1 

•^ 

5 

00 

^N 

J 

X 

J*' 

^ 

» 

9 

1 

a 

>? 

- 

s 

t 

1 

0 

z; 

o 

1 

s 

as 

1 

V 

0 

tE 

■1 

fr 

OS 

"s 

s 

CQ 

>^ 

c 

as  ^ 

s 

5 

s 

S 

3^ 

«>-> 

««! 

1 

1 

f     35 


©    -S 


I 


HiJlMillJI 


Ijljiil'ifijii 


[Aumbl;,  No.  16.] 


[Awn 


^   1     .       s    . 

Nil  1=  a  h 


i    sa.t.l.    i^ltS  -la  .c   &  .2'- .1 


aJ 


-  -  i 


ii?i 


SSKO 

N 


^  0  ii 


ii 


li 


RUWUOUUU 


^  listed 


g'o.sf  as 


""15 


N«.  16.] 


I 

f 


9 

e  o  w 

o 


.SX 


S  c  «  -s  c 

o  r  »  o  «       _ 

Ir*     ^     *s    "i* 


—  e»  .®  ®  1—  .* 


"2    ^ 


s 


P  ► 


o  "tJ    « 


«9 
4; 


c 
Cd 


e  — 

fee  O   c 

9    s     •    » "^   cd 


e  : 


.    •  2  ^      -      •. 


r 
O 

e 

<0 


•  *)  —  •—    t-    ft 


£ 


o  •: 


r- 


ce 


05 

o 


e 
.=  a;   e   ^ 


O    00 

55C 


a 
cd 


S    V 

&§ 


I 


;» 


^  h  ^  ^  P%>>N  S  ►  ^ 
cBcecscdcdcdcdoJOO 

B&SCB9S9S&BSiStC| 


V  .^ 


•g 

SCO 


5  "8 


• •  as  I— •  "TS 


(Bd  «  «^  JJC 
«  9>  5 


E 

o 


fe  ^ 

^  «) 


CW   cd^ 

S  ^*  P  «>* 


ed*-      «o 


»  »  #  »2  ?!  »:3 


§^5 

E  S 

ce   03 

oS  S3 


[Ambmblt 


?  S  c  c"^  §      .e^  c:£  S.E  S  o  o  u  5  c  S  g  ;S 

^SS:=     "i^iSESgosS  ESSE 


4> 

I- 

"==  ^^  I  S  5 


3 
O 

-rrtfi 


4-  G 


2-S 


c 


o 
c 


»0^ 


«» 
V 

^ 


>  ,5  S   s=   ^   Cy   «  «•«   oTp.,  o*  «;-  Q)   ec   5  x-Hjrcsr.E-S:   « 


52 


4^ 


c 


O  c 

"  C  E 

o  o 


f^  f>^.  ris  r^ 


*  00 

c  c 
V    r?    o    s 
j=:  E.2 


to 

esc 

ee    «e 


9 


®  «  s»^.2  «  £  50 

C    5     K     «     ^ 


at-<«o»S(»ccoooSooc;)<»ooc-<cQ^o 


C    O    00    0 

WO    -—  ► 

J 1  ^  S*  »; 
2  20Z-2 

ce   ed   u   u  r= 


,  o     • 

=    C    O 

■=00 


a 
•^^ 

S 

c« 


CO 


£  2 


C    O 

JZ     9C 

a;  . 

CD 


'  3 


bO 


—  o 


S 


S   •£ 

s  £  E^.sor 


QQ 


ECl  OS  K^   B 


=  5i  «  2  c  ^  «•  ^-S  5  t:  ^2  ^  £  E  ^ 

jz.s.ii.  o  u  n.M  o  04)  4>  jc  »c  .c:  aC  •Ht 
P^  PU  Ac  Ac  PL,  tf  pj  Pi  00  «[>00  GQ^  «h«^«2  e 


Ho.  It.) 


1 

5  1  || 


i  i 


^j- 1141^1  i^yj lib  11  mil- 1 


■«|are?J 


-<UthHui-h.UHcV-OVa<     U{>.Ufi(»«  =  <0 


^^=  e^Ej 


__    s  §■  *^ 

i  j"  J 1  i  I  r'l  o.riJl  i  s  j-i  u  t\  I 


o  a  2  * 


l^ll'^JllJll  ills -1^1 


[AftKiftiiMr 


SB 

«  S 


c 


I 


c  c  < 

is    9  ' 

o  01 


ns  o  .5  c  u  «5 

*A       •=  g  c  e  Jf  3 

8  J  5  6  £  S3  «S*^ 

g.  oQ  >4n  8  c  .s  2 
f 8?S^a|Jo 

*   CS  5r  O      *  1-  tS 

.  ^»-)  fl«  H  H  t^a  u 

•^    C    ^    m    Oi    <    ^ 
•^^    5    S    2    O    0<    fl4 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No  16. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  10,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  unclaimed  dividends  and  deposites  in  the  Mechanics* 

and  Fanners'  Bank,  Albany, 

Mechanics*  and  Farmers'  Bank,  > 
Albany f  January  10/ A,  1846.      \ 

To  the  Hon.  Wm.  C-  Grain, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly : 
I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  enclosed,  a  statement  of  unclaimed 
difidends  and  deposites,  which  has  been  pubhshed  conformably  wiih 
the  law  passed  May  9,  1835. 

I  am  with  great  regard,  dear  sir, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

E.  £.  KENDRICK,  Cashier. 


[Assembly,  No.  16.]  1  [vl.  n.] 


CTATEMENT 

Of  deposites  and  diyidends  unclaimed  for  the  last  two 

years. 

Mechanics'  and  Farmbes^  Bank«  > 
Albany^  September  Ist^  1843.     > 

1843»  Aug.  2.    Nahum  Allen,     balance  of  account, ...«  CI, 500  00 

1842,  Dec.  23.  Philip  Church,  do  ..«.« 
do    Oct.  17.    E.  T.Foote,                    do  ..^ 

1843,  May  17.  John  Hunter,  do  «.^. 
do  July  21.  Henry  Mix,  do  .^^ 
do    March  27.    Luther  Tucker,           do  .^^^ 

The  following  have  been  reported  in  former  statements : 

John  Davis,  attorney  for  J.  P.  Defireest,*..., •^•..«. 

Clark  Durant,  .•••..^•.•^•...••^^.•««.«.«^.««.,.^« 

J.  D.  P.  Douw,  ..•••.^••«< 

Delaware  Turnpike  Co.,  ... 

Gideon    Hawley,  Treasurer  of  Steamboat  (old)  North 

America, ....—  •«•••.«....« »•••«•••«•.••«       923  40 

Joseph  Jesup,  Sarah  S.  Jesup,  and  Charlotte  E.  Jesup, 

minor  children  of  Benjamin  Jesup,  of  Schodack,  ...«•       132  84 

Moore,  Martin  Sc  Co.,  •....^•.••».^.^ .^*«.^.         10  00 

Oliver  Phelps,  ••«••«••. •»«...«..^. •»•.•••••«•••»«         20  45 

WelthonD.  Spencer,  ....^....^..^.^ ^.^^^  8  50 

H.  Shepard,  •..•.».»«..^.^...»...«...*...»^*..^         22  28 

William  Shelt, ^ — 36  07 

Representatives  of  John  Taylor, «••«.•••..«  4  00 

James  Thompson,.^* •«..»••.» ««       115  00 

Tennis  Van  Yechten, .^...^ ^...^  2  00 

«-*-  Watson,  •.^..•^^•..^•.^••^••.•••..^•.^•....^         12  19 
Prentiss  Williams,  •«..« ^^ »•«•  •  •  ^ •  ..^ ,,,, ^.^^ ^.^  3  82 

Albany  County  m.— Edward  E,  Eendrick,  cafthier  of  the  Mechan- 
ics' and  Fanners'  Bank,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  being  duly  sworn,  de« 


2  43 

1  02 

7  42 

225  00 

21  62 

1  63 

1  00 

26  00 

2  00 

f  AfSX]CBX.T 

poseth  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  trae,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

E.  E.  KENDRICK,  Cashier. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  this  1 0th  day  of  January,  1846. 

L.  JsNKiNSy  Cam.  of  Deeds. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  17. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  13,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Merchants  Exchange  Bank,  in  relation  to  unclaim- 
ed dividends  and  deposites. 

MBRCHAifTs'  Exchange  Bank,  I 
New-  Yorkf  Jan.  9th,  1846.    J 

Sir :— ^I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  certificates  from  the  office  of 
the  Albany  Argus,  Morning  Courier  and  New-York  Enquirer,  of  the 
publication  according  to  law,  of  the  unclaimed  balances  and  dividends, 
as  they  appeared  on  the  books  of  this  bank,  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember last. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  JOHNSON,  Cashier. 

Hon.  William  C.  Grain,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


[Assembly,  No.  17.]  1  [tt.n.J 


STATEMENT 

Of  balances  on  deposit  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange  Bank 
remaining  unclaimed  for  two  years  prior  to  September 
1st,  1845. 

Names  and  Residences.  Amoant* 

J.  Brandon,  New-Tork, ti  11 

L.H.Bmler,       do        185 

R.  W.  Brewster,  Unknown,  .  •  • %  •  3  50 

W.Butler,                do 2  07 

G.  Bassett,                do        •••• 80  00 

H.  Cimningliani,       do        1108 

Codwise  &  Bailey,  New-Tork, 6  88 

Edward  and  George  Curtis,  New-York, 10  91 

A.  Cheever,                                 do 107 

D.  Colwisa,  trustee,                    do        , 2  82 

T.F.  Cornell,                             do        35  56 

E.  Colbum,                                do        • 83 

Robert  Campbell,  Hackbnsack,  N.  J., 61 

E.  and  H.  Clark,  Paterson;  ••• 3  45 

H.  O.  Dusenbury,  New-York, •  2  22 

Day,  Napier  &  Co.,     do         4  75 

JohnDick,                    do        21 

A.  H.  Denton,  Unknown, 10 

John  B.  Ebbetts,  New-York, 1  10 

Thomas  F.  Field,        do        25  91 

Benjamin  H.  Folger,    do        •  • 48 

£.  N.  Farnsworth,      do        4  96 

J.  Heminway,             do        •••• « d  04 

G.  J.  Hopper,             do        ••• 400  00 

James  E.  Hathaway,  Brooklyn, • 4  80 

Miller  Hallowes,  Georgia, ••• 6 

A.  Ingram,  New-York,  ••• 2  31 

John  Jewell,        do        ••• • 3  68 


4  [Amkicblt 

W.  E.  Lathrop,  traitea,  New-Tork, $2  00 

S.  M.  Lewis,                         do        •. 27  19 

G.  W.  Lay,                          do        100 

N.  H.  Jewett,                        do        «••••  '62 

John  Mathews  jiuiior,             do        101 

Israel  Minor,                          do        10  81 

F.  S.  Morrison,                       do          75 

George  J.  Mankin,                 do 3  05 

Joseph  Oliver,                        do        •••••••••• 5  01 

Putnam,  Knapp  &  Co.,          do         • 5  80 

J.Richards,                             do         171 

Peter  M.  Ryerson,  Pompton,  N.  J.,  •  • •  •  3  20 

Root,  Leonard  dc  Fosdick,  New- York,  •• 1  18 

Ex'rs  of  James  Rogers,             do        ••.••••• 7  85 

J.  S.  Ruckle,                              do        ••.«• •  167 

Daniel  Sekil,                              do        3  32 

N.  H.  Simon  dc  Co.,                 do        •• 100 

E.  Sebring,  Charleston,  S.  C,  •  •  • •  •  •  •  •  2  65 

William  Sharp,  Brooklyn, « • •  31 

Shipman  dc  Co.,  New- York,  ••••••• • 6  41 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,      do         ••••^•••••. 13  18 

W.  Stevenson,             do «  10 

JohnSelby,                 do         146 

Warren  Glover,           do •••*•••••'••  1  75 

William  R.  Van  Amburgh,  New-York, •  •  •  3  08 

W.  Wright,  Staten  Island, 2  50 

Winnebago  Land  Co.,  New- York,  •  • • « •  • 9  49 

A.  C.  Wheeler  dc  Son,       do        4  50 

D.  S.  Weeden,                   do        4  74 

E.  White,  4th  dividend,      do        • ••.•••  17  50 

Mary  Osborn,  21st  dividend,  New- York, •  • 5  25 

do         22d      do               do          ••..•••••  5  25 

State  of  New-Yorkf  city  and  county  of  New-York^  w. — William 
H.  Johnson,  Cashier  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  Bank  in  the  city  ci 
New- York,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 

statement  is  in  all  respects  true  and  correct  according  to  the  best  of 
deponent's  knowledge  and  belief. 

W.  H.  JOHNSON,  Cashier. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  day  of  September,  1845. 

B.  Ten  Brobck,  Com.  of  Deeds,  New^York. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  18, 


IN  ASSEMBLY 

January  13,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Of  the  Manhattan  Company,  in  relation  to  unclainied  divi« 

dends  and  deposites. 

Manhattan  Cohpant,       > 
New- York,  January  Hd,  1846.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Albany  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor,  herewith  enclosed,  to  hand  you  the  annu- 
al  statement  of  unclaimed  deposites  and  dividends  stock  of  the  Mao* 
battan  Company  for  1845. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Your  ob*t  senr'l, 

J.  M.  MORRISON,  Cashier. 


LAssembly,  No.  18.] 


LIOT  OF  BALANCES 

Remaining  unclaimed  in  the  Manhattan  Company  for  two 
years  previous  to  the  first  day  of  September,  1845. 

C  Angier, $1  67 

R.  T.  Auchmcity, 07 

D.  A-  Baldwin, 1* 

William  Barr, 66 

H.  Bailey, 59 

6.  D.  Beekman, i  94 

A.  Bininger  &  Co., 01 

Ray  Boynlon, tt  44 

W.H.Brown, S6  30 

C.R.  Bogart, 4  80 

D.  P-  Campbell, 80  37   ^ 

C.  H.  Carroll, _ 1  62 

Executors  of  Isaac  Clason, • 15  14 

do          E.  Campbell, 21  05 

Washington  Coster, 26  47 

John  Conklin, 7  83 

TunisCox, 46  53 

W,  B.  Crosby,  Ex'r, Ol 

C.  F.  Codwise, *  73 

J.  6.  Coster  and  R.  Riker,  Tmstees, 01 

Cornelius  Dover,  ...••« 12  83 

J.  C.  Dockray, 10  00 

Charlotte  Dobbin 8  00 

R.  Doremas, ^ 14  04 

Jeannie  Dulux, 2,381  00 

B.  Dupoy, - 7  89 

J,  P.  Elwell, 60 

Samuel  B.  Ferris, 60 

Oiaydc  Dennistown, • 21 


4  [ASBSMBLT 

Z.  Gritwold  &  Co.,  ..^ 72 

Nicholas  Haighl, 68 

E.  C .  Halliday,  Administrator, 158 

M.  Hartley, 3  24 

Heckscher  and  Coster, ••  10  57 

E.  M.  Hopkins 2  39 

Hogan&  Miln, 88 

11.  Hobart, 58 

H.  Ibbotson, 10  75 

J.  T.  B.  Ketchum, 8  79 

R.B.  Kimball, 54 

C.Kliig, 02 

T.Lawrence, .-.-•  2  17 

George  Mcintosh,  Norfolk 58 

Merchants^ Exchange  Company, 167 

J.  E.  Mowatt, 42  06 

N.  Y.  India  Rubber  Cloth  Manufactaring  Co.,  .  18  89 

James  Neilson,  Treasurer, •••...•  74  83 

John   Neilson, 95 

R.  M.  Patterson,  Treasurer, 66  90 

H.  Pelerin, 63 

T.  L.  Ragsdale, 8  78 

J.  Richards  and  J.  Schiefielin,  directors  of  N.  Y. 

Society  of  St.  John, 172  62 

G.  Rutgers, * 84  50 

N.  Starr, 68  63 

C.  -Stuart, ^.  129  93 

Shepherd  &  Farqohar, 1  62 

J.  T.  Siillivan, 4  84 

P.  R.  Underbill 36  63 

C.  Van  Burcn,  Executor  of, * 26  67 

George  Wilson, 5  77 

S.  Williams,  Secretary, 06 

Wm.  Young 27  13 

T.H.Young, 02 
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STATEMENT 

Of  dividends  on  stock  of  the  Manhattan  Company  remaining  un- 
claimed for  two  years  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  Sept.  1845. 


Date. 


1808. 

1812. 
1813. 


1814. 


1815. 
1835. 
1839. 


January,.. 

July, 

July, 

January,.. 

Jnlyi 

January,  ..j 

July, 


July, . . . 
July,.-. 
July, . . . 


1840.    January,. 


Nunei. 

John  Mclver,  residence  unk*n,. 

Thomas  Cooper,  trustee, 

John  J.  Watu, 

Anthony  John  Bonnett, 

John  J.  Watts, 

John  J.  Watu 

Elizabeth  Arden, 

A  nthony  John  Bonnett, 

Henry  Joseph  Vatablet 

EliEabeth  Haydock, t. 

James  Malcolm, 

John  Grice, 

John  Rider, ., 

James  Turner,.... 

Sarah  Dunbar, 

George  Richardson 

Peter  Smith, 

Narcissa  P.  Whittemorc, 

Julia  Living8ton,53dividends  on 
Johanna  Murphy  30        do 
Henry  Moss,       13        do 
Rebecca  Judah,    9        do 


Ko.  of 
sbaret. 


98 

44 

28 

26 

28 

28 

5 

26 

49 

12 

11 

4 

5 

20 

6 

5 

10 

1 

2 

1 

13 
6 


Amoont  of 
dividtiidi,' 


$220  50 
99  00 
63  00 
58  50 
63  00 

126  00 
22  50 
58  50 

110  25 
27  00 
22  00 
10  00 
12  50 
50  00 
15  00 
12  50 
25  00 
2  50 

226  90 
60  74 

520  00 

loO  00 


State  of  New*  York^  city  and  county  of  New*  York^  ss. 

James  M.  Morrison,  cashier  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  being  duly 
sworn,  saith,  that  the  foregoing  statements  of  unclaimed  balances  and 
dividends  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  M.  MORRISON,  Cashier. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  the  11th  day  of  September,  1 845,  before  me. 

John  Neilson,  Jr.,  Notary  Public. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  19. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  15, 1846. 


mtmamemmaBmesmmamsmmmmam 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  ''An  Act  to  preserve  the  public  health." 

Mr  McNeily  from  the  select  commitee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  presenre  the  public  health*', 

REPORTS : 

That  it  appears  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  December  last,  a 
Mr.  Gilbert,  who  resides  in  the  town  of  Pinkney,  in  the  county  of 
Lewis,  which  town  of  Pinkney  adjoins  the  town  of  Rodman,  in  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  went  to  New* York  to  purchase  goods ;  that  while 
at  New- York  or  on  going  to,  or  returning  from  that  place,  he  was  expos* 
ed  to,  and  took  the  small  pox,  and  returned  to  his  family  without  the 
least  suspicion  that  such  was  the  fact. 

That  soon  after  he  returned,  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
at  the  time,  he  held  several  courts  which  were  numerously  attended 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  and  the  surrounding  towns,  who  were 
more  or  less  exposed,  besides  those  who  had  been  otherwise  exposed 
by  visiting  the  store  and  family  of  Mr.  Gilbert.  Yet  nothing  was 
known  of  the  peculiar  situation  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  although  he  complain* 
ed  of  being  unweU,  until  three  of  his  family  were  taken  down  with  this 
frightful  disease.  There  are  now,  as  your  committee  are  informed, 
some  fifteen  families  laboring  under  the  influence  of  this  dreadful 
disease  in  the  towns  of  Pinkney  in  Lewis  and  Rodman  in  Jefferson 
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counties,  betide  three  cases  reported  in  Sacketts  Haibor,  and  one  in 
Watertown,  two  of  the  largest  Tillages  in  the  county. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  unless  speedy  and  efficient  ac- 
tion is  had  in  the  premises,  the  door  will  be  opened  wide  to  the  con« 
tinued  spread  of  this  dreaded  calamity. 

Your  committee  have  no  particular  desire  for  a  general  law  on  this 
subject^  or  one  that  shall  reach  throughout  the  State.  Yet  as  other 
portions  of  the  State  have  been  recently  visited,  as  your  committee  are 
informed,  with  this  terrible  disease,  and  arc  likely  to  be  again,  your 
committee  can  see  no  evil  that  would  be  likely  to  grow  out  of  such  a 
law,  or  no  reason  why  it  should  not  reach  tliroughout  the  State,  and 
continue  in  force  for  one  year  or  more. 

They  would  therefore  ask  leave  to  report  the  bill  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  and  recommend  its  immediate  passage* 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  20. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  16,  1846^ 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  in  the  matter  of  Frazee  and 

Foster. 

Mr.  Lawyer,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  iVazee  and  Foster,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  settle  with  and  pay  them  for 
work  done  on  the  new  line  of  the  Erie  canal  enlargement  at  Rome^ 

REPORTS : 

That  it  appears  from  the  petition  and  from  documents  submittedt 
and  testimony  taken  by  the  committee,  that  the  petitioners  made  con- 
tracts with  the  Canal  Commissioners,  on  the  S4th  day  of  August,  1839, 
to  construct  sections  number  123  and  124  of  the  Erie  Canal  enlarge- 
ment, which  embraced  the  new  line  at  Rome,  which  work  would 
have  amounted,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  petitioners,  to  about 
$93,900,  but  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  resident  engineer,  to 
about  $80»000 ;  that  the  petitioners  entered  upon  the  work  and  prose* 
cuted  the  same  until  the  first  of  April,  1842,  and  until  they  were  inform* 
ed  of  the  law  which  put  a  stop  to  the  public  works,  when  they  sus- 
pended for  a  short  time ;  that  at  this  time  they  had  done,  as  they  tup* 
posed,  about  two  thirds  of  the  work  to  be  done  under  their  contracts ; 
and  they  were  overpaid  by  the  commissioners  for  the  work  before 
that  time,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the  engineer,  the  sum  of  $49,- 
164.  That  the  said  petitioners  resumed  the  work  after  a  short  time  and 
excavated  from  4000  to  5000  yards,  that  they  then  suspended  their  work 
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for  two  or  three  months.  That  certain  citizens  of  Romei  among 
whom  are  named  Mr.  Striker,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Mudge  and  Mr 
Doty,  then  came  to  the  petitioners  and  assured  them  that  the  works 
would  be  resumed  the  next  winter  and  if  they  went  on  with  their  work 
they  would  get  their  pay ;  that  they  also  represented  to  the  petitioners 
that  there  was  an  understanding  with  the  Canal  Commissioners,  that 
they  might  go  on,  though  the  Commissioners  themselves  would  give 
no  such  directions  ;  the  petitioners  then  went  on  with  the  work  on 
their  jobs,  and  continued  so  to  do  for  about  two  months,  when  ihey 
quit  and  did  no  more  until  spring  following.  That  in  the  spring  of 
1842,  the  same  inducements  were  held  out  to  them  by  the  citizens  of 
Rome,  and  in  a  much  stronger  light,  to  induce  them  to  prosecute 
and  finish  said  contracts,  and  the  citizens  of  Rome  agreed  to  secure 
the  petitioners ^the  payment  of  the  interest  on  $6000.  The  object  was 
to  persuade  the  petitioners  to  loan  that  sum  of  money,  and  to  expend 
it  in  carrying  on  the  work  upon  this  new  line  of  canal.  An  agreement 
was  entered  into^and  signed  by  the  petitioners  on  one  part,  and  several 
of  the  citizens  of  Rome  on  the  other  part,  by  which  the  petitioners 
agreed  to  go  on  with  their  work  upon  this  new  line  of  canal,  and 
t}iose  citizens  agreed  to  pay  to  them  the  interest  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  until  they  received  their  pay  from  the  State.  The  petition- 
ers then  resumed  their  work  and  continued  it  until  this  new  line 
was  made  navigable  in  the  spring  of  1844.  This  work  was  done  by 
^the  petitioners  not  under  the  direction  of  engineers  of  the  State, 
^ut  the  petitioners  employed  their  own  engineer  after  the  passage  of 
)he  stop  law. 

All  the  money  raised  and  expended  upon  this  new  line  of  canal  after 
the  passage  of  the  stop  law,  was  raised  by  the  petitioners  alone,  and 
on  their  responsibility,  and  not  by  the  citizens  of  Rome  or  any  of  them. 
According  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Brodhead,  who  was  the  engineer  on 
the  work,  there  is  now  unpaid  to  the  petitioners  about  the  sum  of 
$80,846,  but  in  the  estinmte  of  the  petitioners,  a  much  larger  sum ; 
and  about  #8,000  worth  of  this  work  has  been  done  by  the  petitioners 
since  the  passage  of  the  Resolution  of  the  12th  of  March,  1844,  by 
which  provision  was  made  to  brihg  the  new  line  into  use  of  the  State. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  this  work,  and  such  the  authority  under 
which  it  bad  been  done  and  the  amount  expended  updh  it  by  the  peti- 
tioners when  the  resolution  of  the  12th  of  March,  1844  was  adopted. 


It  18  insisted  by  the  petitioners  that  as  the  State  has  appropriated 
the  work  done  by  tliem,  though  not  done  by  the  direction  of  her  canal 
officers,  and  has  taken  that  new  line  of  canal  into  the  use  of  the 
State,  she  cannot  longer  in  justice  delay  the  payment  for  the  labor 
which  the  petitioners  have  actually  performed.  The  committee  would 
therefore  respectfully  advert  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
State  took  this  new  line  of  canal  into  use. 

On  the  12lh  of  March,  1844,  a  concurrent  resolution  passed  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  as  follows  : 

^*  Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur)  that  the  Canal  Commissioners 
are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  new  line  of  the  enlarged  canal, 
which  has  been  constructed  through  the  village  of  Rome,  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation ;  provided  they  shall  be  satisfied  that 
the  expenditure  necessary  to  bring  the  same  into  use  shall  be  less  than 
the  expenditure  necessary  to  be  incurred  in  .repairing  and  continuing 
in  use  the  old  work.  But  nothing  in  this  resolotioa  contained  nor  the 
use  of  such  new  canal  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  impose  upon 
the  State  any  pecuniary  liability  on  account  of  the  construction  of 
such  new  canal." 

In  reference  to  the  above  resolution,  the  committee  would  refer  to 
the  action  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  as  stated  in  their  report,  Jan* 
uary  20th,  1845,  which  is  as  follows :  , 

"  The  new  line  through  the  village  of  Rome,  in  pursuance  of  a 
concurrent  resolution,  which  passed  the  Legislature  March  12th,  1844, 
was  brought  into  use  at  the  opening  of  navigation,  and  ut  a  less  ex- 
pense than  was  estimated  by  the  resident  engineer.  This  portion  of 
the  enlarged  Erie  canal,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  in  length,  with  a 
depth  of  over  five  feet  of  water,  has  greatly  facilitated  the  passage  of 
boats  the  past  season. 

"  There  has  been  a  large  amount  of  work  done  by  contractors  on  this 
.  line,  without  authority,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  29th  of 
March,  1842,  suspending  the  farther  progress  of  the  public  works, 
for  which  they  have  not  been  paid  by  the  Canal  Commissioners. 
The  bringing  into  use  this  new  canal  saves  the  State  a  large  expense 
annually,  which  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  kept  the  old  line 
in  a  good  navigable  condition."  It  will  also  be  seen  by  reference  to  a 
report  of  Canal  Commissioners,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  As* 
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sembly,  Docament  No.  ^26,  April  15, 1845,  that  the  amount  expend- 
ed to  bring  the  new  line  into  use,  was  $1,388.45,  a  much  less  amount 
thaQ  was  required  to  keep  the  old  canal  in  a  narigable  condition. 

Your  committee  in  view  of  the  aboye  facts  set  forth  are  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  State  is  now  receiving  the  benefit  of  labor  and  work 
done  by  petitioners,  for  which  they  have  not  been  p^ud,  and  that  in 
justice  she  should  no  longer  withhold  from  said  petitioners  such  an 
amount  as  they  may  be  justly  entitled  to.  Your  committee  therefore 
ask  l^i^^e  to  introduce  a  bill.    AU  of  which  \b  respectfully  submitted^ 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No  21. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  13,  1846. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  unclaimed  dividends  and  deposites  in  the  Leather  Man* 

u&cturers'  Bank,  city  of  New- York. 

Leather  Manvpactu&ers'  Bank,  > 
New-Yarkf  January  lOth^  1846.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Grain, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly : 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  enclosed,  a  statement  of  unclaimed 
dividends  and  deposites,  which  has  been  published  conformably  with 
the  law  passed  May  9,  1835. 

I  am  with  great  regard,  dear  sir. 

Your  ob*t  senr't, 

E.  PLATT,  Cathier. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  balances  of  accounts,  and  of  dividends  due  for  two  years 
prior  to  the  1st  of  September,  1845,  not  heretofore  pub- 
lished and  still  unclaimed. 

John  A.  Bowie, $12  90 

W.  A.  Cook, 6  61 

John  Denmeady 1  73 

Thonoas  Fitch, 1  68 

Wood  Gibson 7  32 

B.  B.  Howell, 2  22 

Charles  E.  How, 5  72 

H.  H.  Jones 3  91 

Joseph  Isaacs, « 13  41 

W.  Kumble, 14  67 

Ralph  Pomeroy, 3  02 

D.  L.  Poiter, ;  2  83 

Foster  Rhodes, 16  26 

Thompson  &.  Coffin, 4  17 

13  balances  under  $1  each, ^ 6  96 

DIVIDENDS. 

B.  ic  W.  Rushmore, $35  00 

George  Dutch 40  00 

Samuel  Comstock,  •  • 20  00 

S.  A.  Halsey, 40  00 

Joseph  6.  Taylor,  .  •  • 24  00 

The  foregoing  statements  are  true  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief. 

E.  PLATT,  Cashier. 

Sworn  before  me  the  1 1th  day  of  Sept.  1845. 

JosBPH  Strong,  Com.  of  Deeds. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  22. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  17,  1846 


mt 


REPORT 

Of  the   Canal  Commissioners  on  the  petition  of  Elias 

Brown. 

Canal  Comhimion£r*s  On^ics,  > 
Albany,  Jan.  16th,  1846.        I 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY : 
Tlie  Canal  Oommissioners  submit  their  report  in  answer  to  the  foK 
lowing  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  State  ov  New- York,        ) 
"  In  Assembly,  Jan.  ISth,  1846. 1 

**  Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Elias  Brown  praying  for  compen* 
•ation  of  damages  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  across  the  Erie  canal  at  West  Troy,  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners  for  their  report  thereon." 

The  petitioner  represents  that  he  is  owner  of  lot  No.  182,  in  West 
Troy,  being  30  feet  front  and  rear,  and  50  feet  deep,  boimded  west  by 
the  Erie  canal,  north  and  east  by  the  street  or  highway,  south  by  lot 
No.  163,  also  owned  by  petitioner,  on  which  lot  is  a  handsome  house 
two  stories  high,  fronting  said  canal,  and  north  on  said  highway. 

The  petitioner  complains  that  the^State,  in  1845,  erected  a  bridge 
across  the  canal  and  placed  an  embankment  to  the  same,  which  pass* 
es  the  north  side  of  his  house,  and  is  so  high  as  to  cut  oflf  all  access 
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to  it  except  an  alley  6  feet  in  width.  That  the  height  of  this  embank- 
ment darkens  his  windows — ^the  dust  of  which  blow?  into  his  rooms — 
the  water  from  which,  in  wet  weather,  runs  into  his  alley  and  cellar, 
thereby  rendering  his  building  of  little  or  no  value.  And,  therefore 
prays  the  Legislature  to  grant  him  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  com^ 
pensate  him  for  his  alleged  damages. 

From  a  personal  examination  recently  made  by  an  engineer  in  the 
employ  of  the  State,  and  from  the  map  of  the  Erie  canal  in  the  Com- 
missioner's office,  it  appears  that  lot  No.  182  above  mentioned,  is  situ- 
ate on  the  east  side  of  the  Erie  canal  and  south  side  of  Spring-street, 
at  the  intersection  of  said  canal  and  street  in  that  part  of  the  village 
of  West  Troy  known  as  Port  Schuyler. 

The  embankments  of  the  new  bridge  were  completed  during  the 
past  year.  The  bank  in  front  of  the  building,  on  lot  182,  is  about  five 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  street,  and  the  space  between  the  bottom 
slope  of  the  embankment  and  the  building  is  8  feet.  The  building  is 
80  feet  front  on  Spring-street  and  18  feet  deep. 

The  injuries,  of  which  the  petitioner  speaks,  might,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  remedied  by  constructing  an  open  drain  at  the  foot  of  the 
embankment  and  discharging  the  surface  water  into  the  canal.  Suck 
a  drain  would  be  attended  with  a  trifling  expense. 

The  front  of  this  building  could  readily  be  changed  to  the  street 
bounding  the  premises  on  the  east  side. 

The  building  in  question  is  a  cheap  frame  structure,  and,  apparent- 
ly, has  been  standing  for  many  years. 

The  Commissioners  would  further  remark  thai  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  bridge  in  question  is  indispensible  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public,  and  the  proprietors  of  lots  and  dwellings  situ- 
ate on  the  street  with  which  it  connects  :  and  it  is  presumed  the  lots 
of  the  petitioner,  on  the  whole,  are  benefitted  to  some  extent,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  by  the  constniction  of  the  new  bridge. 

It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  canal  appraisers,  that  they  made 
an  award  to  the  petitioner  on  xho  10th  of  April,  184$,  of  $1;027.84 
upon  claims  presented  by  him  for  damages  to  the  lots  above  men- 
tioned, and  also  lot  No.  220,  in  consequence  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
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canal,  and  refused  to  award  any  damage  to  the  petitioner  on  that  part 
of  his  claim,  then  presented,  for  the  want  of  a  bridge  at  this  place. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  appraisers  for  denying  the  latter  claim 
was,  that  it  did  not  appear  from  any  facts  before  them  that  the  State, 
by  its  agentSy  had  decided  not  to  erect  a  bridge  at  this  point. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATHANIEL  JONES, 
JONAS  EARLL,  Junior, 
DAN'L  P.  BISSELL. 
STEPHEN  CLARK. 
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REPORT 

* 

Of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 

Assembly. 

Secret  art's  Office,    ) 
Albany,  Jan.  \9thj  1846.  $ 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  your  honor* 
able  body  of  the  17th  inst.,  requesting  him  td  transmit  the  Litho- 
graphic Maps  and  Statistics  required  by  the  16th  section  of  the  act 
entitled  *'  An  act  relative  to  the  Census  or  enumeration  of  the  State/* 
passed  May  7th,  184S, 

RE8P£GTFt7LLT  RbPORTS  Z 

That  he  cannot  at  this  time  transmit  the  before  mentioned  maps,  as 
they  have  not  yet  been  received  at  this  office. 

.  The  Secretary  desires  respectfully  to  state,  that  he  believes  he  has 
iiot  been  unmindful  of  the  importance  of  the  duty  devolved  upon  him 
by  the  act ;  that  he  has  made  every  necessary  effort  in  his  power  to 
comply  with  its  provisions,  and  that  he  never  could  have  been  so  re- 
gardless of  his  duty  as  to  withhold  these  maps,  even  one  day,  after 
they  bad  been  delivered  into  his  possession. 

That  on  the  fifth  of  September  last,  after  advertising  that  sealed 
proposals  would  be  received  to  furnish  the  maps,  a  contract  in  writing 
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was  executed  by  the-  undersigned  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  Messrs. 
£.  B.  and  E.  C.  Kellogg,  engrarers,  whereby  they  agreed  to  furnish 
the  maps  required  and  deliver  the  same  at  the  Secretary's  Office  in 
Albany  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  December  last.  The  contract 
was  awarded  to  the  Messrs.  Kelloggs  as  the  lowest  bidders  for  it,  and 
ample  security  was  required  and  given  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  agreement  on  their  part. 

The  tables  of  population  were  compiled  as  fast  as  the  abstracts 
were  received  from  the  county  clerks,  and  furnished  to  the  engravers 
as  soon  as  completed ;  and  the  maps  of  the  cities,  delineating  the 
boundaries  of  the  wards  therein,  were  also  forwarded  to  them,  but  the 
map  of  the  city  of  Schenectady  was  not  obtained  and  forwarded  until 
the  22d  day  of  December,  although  continued  efforts  had  been  made 
to  procure  it  two  months  before. 

No  doubt  is  entertained  by  the  undersigned  that  the  contractors 
have  made  every  reasonable  exertion  to  complete  the  maps  in  time  to 
bd  delivered  by  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  and  in  a 
letter  dated  the  1  dth  instant,  they  gave  assurances  that  the  maps  would 
be  delivered  at  this  office  in  the  course  of  last  week,  but  they  have 
not  yet  been  received. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


N.  S.  BENTON. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 
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CONCURRENT  RESOLUTIONS 

On  the  subject  of  Oregon. 

[Offered  by  W.  S.  FULLERTON.] 

Whereas,  in  October,  1842,  after  settlement  by  treaty  of  the  north* 
eastern  boundary  question,  Lord  Aberdeen  directed  Mr.  Fox,  Her 
Brittanic  Majesty's  Minister,  to  open  with  our  government  a  negotia* 
tion  in  relation  to  the  line  of  boundary  west  of  the  Stony  or  Rocky 
Mountains,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  American  Minister  in  England 
was  authorized  to  make  offers  of  compromise  similar  to  those  befoi» 
made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  which  were  made  and  rejected* 
and  the  negotiation  was  shortly  afterwards  transferred  to  Washington : 

And  whereas,  in  February,  1844,  Mr.  Packienham,  the  Minister  of 
that  Government  at  Washington,  reiterated  the  anxious  desire  of  his 
government  to  come  to  an  early  and  satisfactory  arrangemedt  of  the 
boundary  of  the  Oregon  teritory  : 

And  whereas,  in  July,  1844,  the  British  Minister  informed  our  go- 
vernment that  he  had  been  instructed  to  repeat  the  earnest  desire  of 
Her  Majesty's  government,  that  a  question  on  which  so  much  interest 
was  felt  in  both  countries,  should  be  disposed  of  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment consistent  with  the  convenience  of  the  United  States  : 

And  whereas,  in  the  correspondence  which  ensued,  the  rights  and 
claims  of  the  United  States  to  the  Oregon  territory,  in  virtua  of  dis- 
covery  and  purchase,  were  clearly  set  forth  and  vindicated  : 
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And  whereas,  this  government,  after  asserting  and  sustaining  its 
claims  to  the  whole  of  the  territory  of  Oregon,  submitted  to  Her  Brit^ 
tanic  Majesty's  Minister  a  proposition  conceited  in  that  spirit  of  mag- 
nanimity which  should  characterise  the  action  of  enlightened  nations, 
and  evincing  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  its  strong  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  relations  of  amity  which  existed  between  the  two  govern- 
ments : 

And  whereas,  that  proposition  was,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legisla- 
ture, hastily  if  not  discourteously  rejected  : 

Therefore  Resolved^  (if  the  Sentate  concur,)  as  the  sense  of  the 
Jjcgislature  of  New-York,  that  inasmuch  as  England,  after  pressing 
our  government  to  the  consideration  of  the  Oregon  boundary  question, 
has  rejected  just,  fair  and  conciliatory  terms  of  settlement,  without 
offering  any  mode  of  compromise,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  our  govern- 
ment to  take  the  step  contemplated  by  the  convention  of  1827,  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  either  government,  it  should  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  its  interest  or  its  honor. 

Resolved^  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  be  requested  to  vote  for  a  resolution  advising  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  give  to  Her  Brittanic  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, at  as  early  a  day  as  in  his  judgment  the  rights,  the  interest 
and  the  honor  of  the  American  people  demand,  the  notice  required  by 
the  convention  of  1 827,  for  the  termination  of  the  joint  occupancy  by 
England  and  the  United  States  of  the  Oregon  territory. 

Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  our  relations  with  England 
impose  high  and  responsible  duties  upon  Congress,  and  that  as  the 
most  efficient  preparations  for  war  furnish  at  all  times  the  strongest 
guaranty  for  peace,  the  naval  and  military  force  of  the  United  States 
should  be  augmented,  while  its  defences  should  be  promptly  strength- 
ened upon  our  seaboard  and  along  the  line  of  our  northern  and  north- 
western frontier^ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK,  > 
Comptroller's  Office,      j 
Albany y  January  12,  1846. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  First  Section,  Title  3,  Chap.  8,  of  the  First  Part  of  the  Re» 
vised  Statutes,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller,  "to  exhibit  to 
the  Legislature,  at  its  annual  meeting,  a  complete  statement  of  the 
funds  of  the  State,  of  its  revenues,  and  of  the  public  expenditures 
during  the  preceding  year,  with  a'detailed  estimate  of  the  expend!* 
tures,  to  be  defrayed  from  the  Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year,  speci- 
fying therein  each  object  of  expenditure,  and  distinguishing  between 
such  as  are  provided  for  by  permanent  or  temporary  appropriations, 
and  such  as  require  to  be  provided  for  by  law  :  and  showing  the 
means  from  which  such  expenditures  are  to  be  defrayed."  Also  "  to 
suggest  plans  for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the  public  ror 
venues." 

In  obedience  to  these  requirements,  and  various  other  laws  relating 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  Comptroller  respectfully  submits  to  the 
Legislature,  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  principal  funds  of  the  State,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

1 .  The  General  Fund. 

2.  Common  School  Fund. 

3.  Literature  Fund. 

4.  Funds  of  the  several  canals,  ten  in  number. 

5.  Bank  Fund. 

6.  United  States  Deposite  Fund. 
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There  are  also  sereral  minor  funds,  towards  which  ihe  Treasury 
stands  in  the  relation  of  Trustee.  These  are  the  Mariner's  Fund, 
consisting  of  surplus  moneys,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Qua- 
rantine establishment  at  Staten  Island,  a  revenue  derived  from  the 
payments  made  by  passengers,  seamen  and  masters  of  vessels,  arriv- 
ing at  the  port  of  New-York.  Also  Sinking  Funds  for  six  different 
Railroads,  being  a  sum  equal  to  two  per  cent  annually  on  the  amount 
of  State  stock  loaned  to  these  railroad  companies  respectively. 

For  about  half  a  century,  the  *'  General  Fund,"  had  not  only  a 
name,  but  a  real  existence.  At  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
the  lands  which  had  been  denominated  *^  crown  lands,*'  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  Slate,  were  immense  in  extent,  and  held  out  the 
prospect  of  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue.  In  1792,  Gov.  George  Clin 
ton,  in  referring  to  the  sale  of  the  unappropriated  lands,  says,  **  it 
nppears  that  our  Treasury  will  receive  an  augmentation,  sufficient,  un- 
der prudent  management,  to  produce  an  annual  revenue  exceeding  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  government.  There  were  also  '^quit  rents" 
reserved  to  the  Sovereign,  on  extensive  patents  which  had  been  grant- 
ed, and  these,  when  by  the  change  of  government  the  people  became 
Sovereign,  reverted  to  them.  Principally  from  these  sources,  a  com- 
mon fund  was  established,  the  annual  revenues  of  which  were  intended 
to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  and  relieve  the  people 
from  the  burden  of  taxation  for  this  object.  The  fund  thus  made  up 
took  the  name  of  the  '*  General  Fund ;"  and  the  Common  School 
and  Literature  Funds,  have  been  created  mainly  by  direct  appropria- 
tions from  this  common  fund. 

The  first  appropriation  from  the  "  crown  lands,"  was  for  the  pay- 
ment of  bounties  to  the  revolutionary  soldiers  of  the  line  of  this  State. 
These  grants  embraced  23  townships,  and  450,000  acres  of  the  best 
lands  in  the  State,  covering  what  now  constitute  the  rich  and  fertile 
counties  of  Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Cortland,  Seneca,  Tompkins,  &c. 
In  making  these  grants,  reservations  were  made  in  each  town  for 
schools,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  40,000  acres. 

In  the  year  1805,  five  hundred  thousand  acres  were  appropriated 
as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  common  schools.  Separate 
accounts  were  necessarily  kept  with  this  appropriation,  and  the  same 
course  taken  with  the  Literature  and  other  funds. 
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In  1817,  the  auction  and  salt  duties  were  transferred  from  the  Com- 
mon Fund  to  the  Canal  Fund,  where  they  continued  until  1836,  pay- 
ing $5,647,497 . 1 1  to  the  latter  fund. 

Sundry  other  appropriations  were  made  to  the  Common  School  and 
Literature  Funds,  until  in  1832,  an  act  was  passed  to  sell  the  residue 
of  the  securities  belonging  fo  the  General  Fund,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government.  By  ihift  process, 
the  General  Fund  became  extinct  in  1835.  At  ihat  period,  a  tax  suf 
ficicnt  for  the  support  of  the  government,  was  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  a  sound  system  of  finance.  But  instead  of  adopting  this 
safe  course,  a  system  of  borrowing  has  been  pursued,  until  the  "  Ge- 
neral Fund,''  instead  of  being  composed  of  securities  yielding  revenue, 
has  been  stript  of  nearly  all  its  resources,  and  left  to  struggle  with  a 
debt  of  •5,885,549.24. 

The  total  sum  charged  upon  the  General  Fund,  and  paid  for  the 
support  of  government,  for  the  year  ending  AOih  September,  1845,  is 

•1,306,208  43 
Total  sum  received  into  the  Treasury,  including  tlie 
whole  of  the  mill  tax  and  excluding  the  proceeds  of 
temporary  loans, 1 ,055,166  87 

Deficit  in  receipts  to  pay  expenses,  •  •  • • ^25 1 ,04 1  56 


The  preceding  statement  shows  that  without  the  aid  of  the  whole  of 
the  mill  tax,  there  would  have  been  a  deficit  in  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  General  Fund,  to  meet  the  annual  charges  on  it,  of  •799,545.65. 
The  whole  of  the  mill  tax  for  the  last  year  was  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  General  Fund,  by  the  operation  of  the  11th  section,  subdivision 
3,  of  tiie  act,  chapter  1 14,  of  the  Laws  of  1842.  The  mill  tax  amounts 
to  •548,504.09.  This  sum  will  be  diminished  one-half  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year ;  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  having,  in 
January,  1845,  given  notice  to  the  several  county  treasurers  for  the 
discontinuance  of  that  portion  of  the  mill  tax  which  was  appropriated 
for  canal  purposes.  Witli  one  half  of  the  mill  tax,  and  the  appropria- 
tion of  ^200,000  from  the  Canal  Fund,  (which  latter  sum  has  not 
been  received  for  the  last  year,)  there  would  have  been  a  deficit  of 
•325,000.  The  deficit  is  increased  by  large  expenditures  of  an  ex- 
traofdioary  character.    There  has  been  paid,  during  the  fiscal  year. 
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for  aid  to  the  sheriffs  in  enforcing  the  laws  in  the  counties  of  Co- 
lumbia, Delaware,  Schoharie,  Ulster  and  Cattaraugus,  a  total  sum  of 
$64,391.19;  to  the  several  State  prisons  t89,203.84;  bounty  on 
coal,  &c.  $77,000;  on  salt,  $99,379.77. 

The  Common  School,  Literature  and  United  States  Deposit  Funds 
consist  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  State  stock  and  bank  stock,  the  items 
of  which  are  given  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

The  amount  of  capital  and  annual  revenue  of  the  several  funds  ap- 
propriated to  the  purposes  of  education  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Capital.  Reremie. 

Common  School  Fund, $2,090,632  41       $113,458  87 

tinited  States  Deposit  Fund, 4,014,520  71         280,272  55 

Literature  Fund, 268,990  57  19,164  87 

$6,374,143  69      $412,896  29 


The  capital  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund,  which  was  origi- 
nally loaned  to  about  eight  thousand  persons  in  the  several  towns  and 
wards  in  the  State,  on  mortgages  of  improved  lands,  estimated  to  be 
worth  double  the  sum  loaned  in  each  case,  exclusive  of  buildings,  is 
kept  good  by  an  annual  transfer  of  revenue  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
Occasioned  by  failure  of  title  of  the  moftgaged  premised  or  by  losses 
occasioned  in  any  other  way.  Whenever  the  premises  of  a  delinquent 
mortgagor  are  sold  and  bid  in  for  the  State  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners, the  whole  amount  of  the  original  loan  is  paid  from  the  reve- 
nue of  the  year,  to  make  up  the  capital  thus  rendered  unproductive ; 
and  when  the  premises  thus  bid  in  for  the  State  are  again  sold  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office,  the  avails  of  the  sale  are  applied 
to  reimburse  the  revenue  for  its  previous  advances  to  preserve  the 
capital  of  the  fund.  The  capital  of  the  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund,  there- 
fore, as  given  in  this  report,  ($4,014,520.71)  is  precisely  the  sum  re- 
ceived in  1837,  from  the  United  Slates  Treasury,  being  three  instal- 
ments of  the  surplus  moneys  ;  and  for  which  amount  the  General 
Government  holds  the  obligations  of  this  State,  with  a  pledge  to  repay 
the  same  on  demand.  This  is  a  contingent  debt ;  and  sound  policy 
and  good  faith  require,  that  the  capital  of  the  fund  should  be  kept  un* 
broken,  however  remote  may  be  the  probability  of  its  being  called  for 
by  the  General  Government.    And  the  cause  of  education,  which  has 
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the  avails  of  the  revenue  derived  from  this  fund,  iff  also  interested  in 
having  the  capital  preserved  and  securely  invested. 

The  annual  revenue  derived  from  the  capital  of  96,374,143.69,  as 
before  given,  is  appropriated  as  follows,  viz  : 

To  common  schools,  ....i.* i.i. $279,364  02 

To  academies, 4 i ;.«  65,876  38 

To  Normal  School, *.... 10,000  00 

To  Univetsity  of  New-York, 9,000  00 

To  Geneva  College  and  Medical  Institution  of  (he  same^  7,000  00 

To  Hamilton  College, 3,000  00 

To  Albany  Medical  College^ * ^,  ..*.  1,000  00 

To  New-York  Eye  Infirmary, *•• .; »*.  1,000  00 

The  Genesee  Wesley  an  Seminary,  2,300  00 

1*0  District  SchoolJournal, 2,800  00 

To  deputy  superintendents  of  common  schools, 14,089  78 

$385,430  18 
There  has  also  been  paid  directly  from  the  Treasury, 

for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  deaf  and  dumb  and 

blind,  the  following  sums,  viz  : 
For  the  support  and  instruction  of  deaf  and 

dumb, $21,930  69 

For  the  support  and  instruction  of  blind,  .     1G,132  04 

38,062  73 

$423,492  91 

Making  a  total  sttm  of  $423,492.91,  appropriated  and  paid  annually, 
for  the  purposes  of  education. 

The  payments  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind,  ought  to  be  charged 
to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fuiid,  and  thus  relieve  the 
General  Fund  to  the  amount  of  $38,062.73. 

The  Canal  Funds  consist  of  the  canals  themselves,  and  the  tolls 
derived  from  them.  If  the  cost  of  constructing  the  several  canals  be 
taken  as  the  principal  of  the  fund,  the  capital  and  annual  revenues  of 
the  canals  may  be  stated  as  follows  : 
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Erie  canal, tT^UajSQ  66 

do        enlargement, 12,800,851  76  $2,106,862  76 

Chafnplain  canal, 1 ,257,604  26  1 1 7,406  02 

Oswego  canal, 565,437  35  53,831  17 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, 237,000  00  28,88 1  48 

Crooked  Lake  canal 1 56,776  00  1 ,662  84 

Chemung  canal, 684,600  58  20,281  70 

Chenango  canal, 2,420,000  00  23,920  66 

Black  River  canal 1,544,000  00 

Geneses  Valley  canal 3,794,000  00  80,484  17 

Oneida  Lake  canal, 50,000  00  678  66 

Oneida  River  improvement, 69,276  13  included  in  Erie. 

$30,723,335  94  $2,374,007  56 


The  annual  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  canals  ($30,723,335.94)  at 
5\  per  cent,  the  average  paid  on  the  present  debt,  ist  •  $1,689,783  47 
The  net  revenue  from  all  the  State  canals,  after  de- 
ducting the  expenses  of  collection  and  superinten- 
dence, is • 1,673,295  36 

$16,488  11 


This  shows  that  the  canal  system,  taken  as  a  whole,  yields  a  reve- 
nue  beyond  the  expense  of  its  maintenance,  nearly  equal  to  five  and 
one  half  per  cent  on  the  capital  expended. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  expended  in  constructing  canals,  -the 
State  has  issued  stock,  and  loaned  it  to  railroad  companies,  lo  the 
amount  of  $5,228,700 ;  of  which  there  has  already  fallen  on  the  Trea- 
sury, in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  three  of  these  companies,  the 
sum  of  $3,515,700.  If  the  latter  sum  be  added  to  the  capital  ex- 
pended for  canals,  it  makes  an  aggregate  investment,  in  internal  im- 
provements, of  $34,239,035.94.  The  amount  of  interest  paid  annu- 
ally from  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  loans  to  insolvent  railroads, 
it  $191,986.60. 
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DEBT  OF  THE  STATE. 

The  direct  debt  of  the  State,  on  the  SOth  of  September,  1845,  and 
tho  amount  required  to  pay  the  annual  interest  thereon,  is  as  follows  : 

General  Fund  and  Railroad  Debts. 

Ano*!  of  prindptL     AmmiA  imnttt 

Stock  issued  to  J.  J.  Astor,  5  per  cent, .  8561,600  00  $28,075  00 
Stock  issued  for  loans  from  the  Bank 

Fund,  5  per  cent, 348,107  00       17,405  85 

Stock  issued  to  the  Ithaca  and  Owego 

Railroad  Company,  4|  and  5^  per 

cent, 315,700  00       14,486  50 

Stock  issued  to  the   Canajoharie  and 

CatskiU  Railroad  Company,  5  per 

cent, 200,000  00       10,000  00 

Stock  issued  to  the  New- York  and  Erie 

Railroad  Company,  4},  5^  and  6  per 

cent,..*.. 3.000,000  00     167,500  00 

Indian  annuities,  6  per  cent, 122,694  87         7,361  69 

Temporary  loans  to  the  Treasury,  5,  6 

and  7  per  cent, .  • 597,395  59       36,060  70 

Balance  due  specific  funds, 740, 1 5 1  78       44,409  10 

$6,885,549  24   $325,298  34 


Debts  of  the  several  canals 

Priaci|ML  InteiMi. 

At  5  per  cent, $14,449,737  23       $722,486  86 

At  6  per  cent, 1,481,782  00  88,906  92 

At  7  per  cent, •  • .       3,647,136  00         255,299  52 

Total  debt  of  canals, $19,690,020  77    $1,066,693  30 

Treasury  debt, '    5,885,549  24         325,298  34 

Aggregate, $25,575,570  01    $1,391,991  64 

The  items  of  the  foregoing  debt  are  given  in  the  statement  annexed 
to  this  report,  marked  No.  1. 

In  addition  to  the  aboTe  debt,  the  credit  of  the  State  has  been  loaned 
to  rail  road  corporations,  which  pay  the  interest,  to  the  amount  of 
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1 1,71 3. 000.    The  names  of  the  seireral  companies,  and  the  sun) 
loaned  to  each,  are  given  in  statement  No.  1,  before  referred  to. 

In  June  last,  the  Comptroller  made  a  loan  of  $467,000,  under  the 
authority  given  in  the  4th  section  of  Chapter  1 14,  of  the  Laws  of 
1842.  The  section  referred  to  provided  for  borrowing  $884,595.31, 
to  enable  the  general  fund  to  pay  the  balances  due  the  specific  funds, 
on  the  8th  of  February  1 842.  Among  these  debts  was  the  sum  of  $6 1 7,- 
000,  due  the  canal  fund  for  money  furnished  in  1837,  to  enable  the  trea- 
sury to  pay  to  borrowers  of  the  United  States  surplus  moneys,  a  sum 
equal  to  the  4th  instalment  which  was  not  paid  over  to  the  State  from 
the  United  States  Treasury. 

As  the  balance  of  $617,000  wus  a  part  of  the  pledged  fund  for  the 
payment  of  the  original  debt  of  the  Erie  and  Chi^mplain  canals,  which 
was  payable  on  the  first  of  July  last,  the  Comptroller  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  make  a  loan  under  the  4th  section  of  Chapter  114,  of 
the  Laws  of  1842,  until  the  period  arrived  for  the  payment  of  the  last 
instalment  of  the  debt  referred  to.  The  loan  was  made  on  Comp* 
troller's  bonds,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent,  payable  semi-annually. 
These  bonds  were  sold  at  a  total  premium  of  1 1 0,753 .  50.  This  stock 
is  reimbursable  in  1852,  a  year  io  which  no  portion  of  the  canal  debt 
is  payable. 

The  aggregate  debt  of  the  State,  direct  and  contingent,  at  the  close 
pf  the  fiscal  ye^,  was  $27,288,570 . 1 0. 
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The  certificates  of  ttdck  issued  by  the  Stale  from  1817  to  1841, 
are  declared  to  be  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after 
a  fixed  day,  being  generally  twenty  years  from  the  date  of  the  original 
certificate.  The  debt  created  for  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canals  was  made  payable,  one  half  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
State,  after  the  first  of  July  1837,  and  the  other  half  on  the  same  day 
in  1845.  As  the  constitution  adopted  in  1821,  secured  the  applica- 
tion of  the  revenue  of  the  canal  fund  to  the  payment  of  these  debts, 
and  prohibited  their  diversion  to  any  other  purpose,  no  higlter  evi- 
dence could  be  furnislied,  that  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  State  to  have 
these  certificates  cancelled  in  1837  and  1845. 

The  Chenango  debt,  which  was  not  included  in  the  constitutional 
pledge,  was  made  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  after  the  year 
1845.  In  1840,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  called  the  at* 
tention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  near  approach  of  the  time  for  the  re- 
demption of  these  stocks,  and  recommended  the  establishment  of  a 
sinking  fund,  equal  to  t400,000  per  annum,  to  effect  the  object.  See 
Assembly  Doc.  No.  74  of  1840,  pages  S3  and  34. 

In  1841,  the  same  Commissioners  again  called  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  urged  "  prompt  decision  in  relation  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued 
respecting  these  debts."  And  they  add,  that  tlie  act  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Chenango  canal,  **  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners 
to  pay  the  certificates  of  stock  issued  pursuant  to  its  provisions,  when 
they  shall  become  due^  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  on  band  be- 
longing to  the  Canal  Fund,  not  pledged  by  the  constitution.  This  pro- 
vision is  a  clear  exposition  of  the  sense  of  the  Legislature,  that  the 
stock  becomes  due  when  it  is  declared  to  be  redeemable."  They  also 
say  *'  the  right  to  redeem  on  a  given  day  seems  to  involve  the  recip- 
rocal right  to  demand  payment  at  the  same  time,  or  the  condition  of  the 
parties  is  unequal."  •  •  •  «« There  can  be  no  doubt,  that,  to  refuse 
payment  when  the  stock  is  depreciated,  would  be  viewed  at  least  as  an 
act  of  bad  faith,  if  not  a  violation  of  engagements,  a  reproach  to  which 
the  character  of  the  State  ought  not  to  be  subjected,  and  of  which  the 
consequences  to  its  future  loans  can  scarcely  be  mistaken.  It  seems, 
therefore,  to  the  Commissioners,  that  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  these  certificates,  at  the  time  when  they  arc  re- 
deemable."   See  Assembly  Doc.  No.  5,  of  1841,  pages  38  and  39. 

In  1843,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  in  their  annual  re- 
port, (Assembly  Doe.  No.  36,  pages  2  and  3,)  avow  their  entire  cod- 
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currence  ia  the  opinions  expressed  in  1840  and  1841.  Thus  showing 
that  two  distinct  boards  of  Commissioners,  differing  essentially  on 
oiost  questions  of  finance  and  expenditure,  agreed  as  to  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  paying  Uie  State  debts  as  they  fall  due,  notwithstanding 
the  provision  making  the  certificates  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  State  after  a  day  named  in  the  obligation. 

The  officers  connected  with  the  State  finances,  from  the  estaUidimenl 
of  the  board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  lo  the  present  time, 
have  deemed  it  essential  to  the  credit  and  character  of  the  State,  that 
all  pledges  mado  by  statute,  for  the  payment  of  money,  should  be 
promptly  redeemed  on  the  day  fixed,  accoxdiag  to  the  undentandiof 
of  the  parties. 

If  this  rule  is  adhered  to,  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  table 
showing  tlie  amount  of  debt  payable  in  each  year,  that  the  entire 
surplus  of  the  canal  revenues  will  be  required  for  many  years,,  to  re» 
imburse  ttte  certificates  of  stock  as  they  fall  due. 

Commencing  in  1 825,  numerous  laws  hare  been  passed  for  borro^^ing 
money,  and  pledging  the  surplus  canal  tolls  to  pay  the  same.  These 
debts  were  payable  18  or  20  years  after  the  slock  was  issued ;  and 
as  the  law  did  not  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Canal  Fund,  to  reserve  the  surplus  lolls,  from  year  to  year,  for  the  pay 
mcnt  of  the  debts  for  which  they  were  pledged,  they  havo  been  ap* 
propriatcd  to  other  olijccts,  by  subsequent  laws,  regardless  of  those 
prior  pledges. 

Among  these  diversions  of  the  revenue,  was  a  provision,  in  1836,  to 
loan  (400,000  annually  to  the  Treasury,  with  the  clearest  evidence 
in  the  condition  of  the.  Treasury  and  its  resources,  that  the  money 
would  be  expended  for  the  support  of  the  government,  and  never  re- 
turned to  make  good  the  statute  pledges  to  those  who  had  loaned  mo* 
ney  for  the  construction  of  the  Oswego  and  other  lateral  canals. 

In  the  Comptroller's  annual  report  for  18S7,  page  18,  this  diversion 
of  the  canal  revenues  is  alluded  to  as  follows  : 

*'  The  debts  created  for  the  construction  of  the  Oswego  and  Cayu- 
ga and  Seneca  canals,  were  made  chargeable  on  the  Canal  Fund,  and 
it  may  well  bo  questioned,  whether  the  products  of  tliat  fund  caa  with 
pcopnoty  bo  uatd  for  tbo^^  geoeml  purpoMo  of  goraommv  iastoad 
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of  being  applied  to^  or  reserved  for,  the  payment  of  the  debt  for  which 
they  are  pledged.'*  •  •  •  « 'p|^^  holders  of  the  canal  stocks  can- 
not call  upon  the  State  for  the  payment  of  any  of  it  until  1846 : — but 
it  is  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  means  which  have  been  pledged 
for  the  ultimate  payment  of  this  debt,  should  be  diverted  to  other  ob- 
jects, and  absolutely  spent  in  paying  other  debts  or  the  interest  on 
new  loans,  without  any  hope  or  expectation  that  the  pledged  means,  or 
any  portion  of  them,  will  be  returned  in  order  to  redeem  the  original 
debt."  Page  19.  *  *  *  "  In  relation  to  the  pledge  of  the  Canal 
Fund  for  the  payment  of  certain  debts  of  the  lateral  canals,  it  is  not  dc* 
sirable  to  do  any  act  which  will  furnish  just  ground  for  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  good  faith  of  the  State."    Pago  21. 

After  borrowing  several  millions  of  dollars  for  tlic  construction  of 
the  lateral  canals,  on  pledges  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  Erie 
Canal  Fund,  the  Legislature  appropriated  the  entire  surplus  of  the 
canal  revenues,  after  reserving  $400,000  annually  for  the  support  of 
the  government,  to  the  enlargement  of  Uie  Erie  canal.  The  expen- 
ditures for  the  enlargement,  together  with  the  payment  of  four  hun- 
dred tliousand  dollars  annually  to  tlie  Treasury,  must  have  consumed 
every  dollar  of  the  surplus  tolls  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  until 
long  after  the  periods  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  for  which 
these  surplus  revenues  were  pledged  by  statute. 

From  1838  to  1841  inclusive,  a  policy  was  pursued  of  borrowing 
an  amount  sufficient  to  absoib  the  annual  surplus  in  paying  interest, 
thus  destroying  all  hope  or  expectation  of  reserving  anything  for  the 
payment  of  the  lateral  canal  debts,  according  to  tlie  promises  of  pre- 
vious statutes.  The  policy  thus  indicated  by  legislation,  produced 
such  an  efifect  on  the  minds  of  capitalists,  that  at  tlie  close  of  the  year 
1 84 1 ,  money  could  not  be  obtained  at  any  price,  on  statute  pledges  of 
canal  or  other  revenues. 

« 

The  objectionable  features  of  the  various  laws  for  borrowing  money 
from  1825  to  1841,  and  their  injurious  effect  on  the  public  credit,  were 
alluded  to  in  the  annual  report  from  this  office  in  1844,  from  pages  19 
to  25. 

When  authority  was  given  in  1838  to  borrow  four  milli<»is  of  dol- 
lars, the  finance  reports  contemplated  a  sinking  fund,  but  no  require 
meat  was  inserted  in  the  law  making  it  the  duty  of -the  public  officers 
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to  resenre  the  surpluses  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed. And  at  the  close  of  the  year  1841,  not  one  dollar  had  been 
set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund,  and  6  per  cent  stocks  were  £2  per  cent 
below  par. 

In  order  to  regain  the  confidence  of  those  who  had  money  to  lend, 
the  act  chap.  114  of  the  Laws  of  1842,  adopted  a  strict  rule  on  the 
subject  of  a  sinking  fund  ;  making  it  the  duly  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Canal  Fund,  to  set  apart  annually  from  the  surplus  tolls,  a  sum 
at  least  equal  to  one  third  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  then  existing  and 
authorized  by  that  act,  to'  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and 
to  no  other  purpose.  While  this  act  provides  that  a  fixed  sum  shall 
be  sacredly  icserved  from  the  surplus  of  each  year  as  a  sinking  fund, 
it  does  not  repeal  or  supersede  any  law  which  liad  been  cnacied  pre* 
vions  10  that  time,  and  under  which  the  faith  of  the  State  had  been 
pledged  to  the  public  creditor  to  pay  him  his  money  on  a  given  day. 
Instead  of  assuming  to  grant  an  extension  on  the  obligations  of  the 
State,  without  tlie  consent  of  the  other  party  to  the  contract,  the  whole 
scope  and  object  of  the  act  of  1842,  is,  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  State 
and  preserve  its  credit. 

And  instead  of  allowing  the  certificates  of  stock  to  be  made  payable 
in  20  years,  or  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  that  time,  the  fifth 
section  of  that  act  limited  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Canal  Fund  to  a 
period  of  seven  years,  in  case  they  found  it  necessar)-  to  borrow 
money  on  a  seven  per  cent  stock ;  while  the  7th  section  provided  that 
'*  The  loans  herein  before  authorized  to  be  made  by  the  Commission* 
ers  of  the  Canal  Fund,  may,  in  the  scrip  to  be  issued  therefor,  be  de» 
dared  to  be  a  charge  on  any  money  to  be  raised  fiN'  canal  purposes, 
under  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  on  any  surplus  of  canal  revenue 
after  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  canal  debt,  and  all  expenses 
for  current  damages,  superintendence,  repairs  and  collections  on 
all  the  State  canals.'*  Under  these  provisions,  loans  were  taken  to 
the  amount  83,647,136,  at  7  per  cent,  and  made  payable  in  1849  and 
1849.  All  the  certificates  issued  under  that  act,  contain  on  their  face 
the  following  clause,  viz  :  '*  The  principal  of  which  stock  is  reim* 
bursable  on  the  first  day  of  July,  and  is  declared  to  be  a  charge  on 
any  surplus  of  canal  revenues^  and  on  the  tax  to  be  raised  for  canal 
purposes/' 
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The  obtigations  of  the  State,  in  this  case,  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
public  creditors,  pledging  the  faith  of  the  Slaie,  the  avails  of  ihe 
mill  tax  appropriated  to  canal  purposes,  and  the  whole  of  the  canal 
revenues  after  paying  current  expenses,  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
total  sum  of  three  millions  six  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars of  debt,  on  the  first  days  of  July  in  the  years  1843  and  1849. 
The  obligation  to  pay  this  amount  of  principal,  in  the  two  years  re- 
ferred to,  is  as  imperative  according  to  the  act  of  1842,  as  to  apply  an* 
nnally  an  amount  equal  to  one  third  of  the  interest  of  tlie  debt  as  a 
sinking  fund  for  its  extinguishment. 

The  faith  of  the  State  is  also  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  whole 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt  as  it  falls  due,  by  the  laws  passed  when 
the  money  was  borrowed,  and  by  obligations  entered  into  with  the 
public  creditors,  in  obedience  to  those  laws.  Tliesc  obligations  should 
be  fulfilled  in  good  faith  ;  and  if  the  revenues  provided  by  the  act  of 
1842  are  insufficient,  this  affords  no  reason  for  omitting  to  redeem  the 
pledges  made  by  previous  laws,  under  which  contracts  were  made 
with  those  who  in  good  faith  loaned  money  to  the  State,  relying  on  its 
fidelity  in  the  fulfilment  of  its  promises. 

On  the  8th  day  of  February,  1842,  the  stock  debt  of  the  canals 
was  given  at  $18,056,466.22,  (see  Assembly  Doc.  64.  p.  27  ;)  and 
the  General  Fund  debt  was  given  in  the  same  document,  page  14,  at 
$1,  569,503.20.  Before  the  first  of  the  following  April,  when  interest 
on  the  State  stocks  became  payable,  the  loan  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  the  New-York  and  Erie  rail  road  became  chargeable  to  the 
General  Fund,  and  the  loans  of  two  other  rail  roads  having  previously 
iiiUen  on  the  Treasury,  the  General  Fund  debt  on  the  first  of  April 
1842,  was  85,085,203.20, 

The  act  suspending  the  public  works,  and  authorizing  a  mill  tax, 
passed  on  the  29th  of  March  of  the  same  year.  The  following  sums 
have  been  realized  from  the  mill  tax,  viz : 

Fromthe  tax  assessed  in  1842, • •••   $564,639  66 

•«  "  1843, 561,127  17 

•«  <<  1844» 565,034  80 

Aggregate,....**** tl,690  801  63 
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The  General  Fund  has  recciTcd  of  this  sum  $1,410,238.05,  leav- 
ing to  the  Canal  Fund  $280,563.58.  Notwithstanding  this  great 
addition  to  the  revenues  of  the  General  Fund,  its  debt  has  increased 
$800,346.04,  since  April  1842. 

Tlie  General  Fund  and  canal  debts  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year 
from  1842  to  1845,  as  given  in  document  No.  1,  appended  to  the 
Comptroller's  annual  reports,  are  as  follows : 

Oenerml  Fond  ^tbt*  Canml  debu 

1842,  30th  Sept $5,659,805  79   $19,574,392  45 

1843,  "     5,423,415  33   20,411,291  18 

1844,  " 5,634,507  68   20,713,905  58 

1 845,  "     5,885,549  24    1 9,690,020  77 


Provision  has  been  made  for  the  payment  of  $2,362,535.66,  on 
the  first  of  the  present  month,  which  reduces  the  canal  debt  to  $17,* 
216,119,57. 

The  importance  of  applying  the  rich  and  growing  revenues  of  the 
canals,  to  the  payment  of  the  State  debt,  before  those  revenucfs  are 
dimini«hcd  by  the  calls  of  trade  for  a  reduction  of  rates,  or  diverted 
by  the  competition  of  rival  routes,  cannot  be  over  rated.  An  adbe* 
rcnce  to  the  policy  of  cancelling  the  mortgage  of  twenty-five  millions 
which  now  rests  on  the  State,  by  the  faithful  application  of  the  tolls 
to  this  object,  will  release  the  people  from  the  relation  of  thraldom 
which  the  borrower  always  bears  to  the  lender,  and  insure  to  New 
York  all  the  blessings  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

Increa$e  of  the  Suae  Debt. 

Although  the  public  works  were  suspend'ul  in  March,  1842,  and  no 
loans  have  since  been  authorised  to  go  on  with  them,  and  nearly  two 
millions  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  stock  has  been  paid  and 
cancelled,  yet  the  total  debt  of  the  State,  on  the  30th  September  last, 
exceeds  by  a  million  and  a  Italf  of  dollars,  the  ascertained  debt  on 
the  8ih  of  February,  1842,  as  given  in  Assembly  document  No.  61, 
of  that  year. 

The  cause  of  this  great  difierence  between  the  amount  of  the  debt  at 
estimated  in  1842,  and  the  amount  as  ascertained  since,  is  explained 
in  die  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  on  pages  10  to  16,  to  whi^i 
tbe  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred. 
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At  the  legislatiTO  sessioD  in  1842>  calls  were  made  cm  the  Sute 
officers,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  State  debt, 
the  arrearages  due  contractors,  &c.  The  first  call  was  answered  in 
Assembly  document  No.  64,  of  1842:  and  the  second  in  Assembly 
document  No.  173,  of  the  same  year*  l*be  following  sutement  shows 
in  the  first  column,  the  estimate  giren  in  the  report  last  referred  to, 
and  in  the  second  column  the  sums  actually  paid  to  contractors  for 
arrearages  on  their  contracts,  and  including  payments  to  engineers,  Tiz: 

0 

Aaoant  attuallj  p«id 
ErtJBif  of  arretrtfes.  for  arreartges. 

Erie  canal  enlargement, $370,036  00  tl, 625, 1 09  06 

Chemung  canal, 102,267  00  181,243  63 

Black  River  canal, 116,189  00  195,290  33 

Genesee  Valley  canal 21 3,7 1 2  00  588,924  6 1 

Chenango  canal, 12,495  41 

Oneida  River  improvement, 10,415  32 

•802,207  00  62,613,478  36 


The  above  sum  of  $2,613,478.36,  is  for  arrearages  ascertained 
since  1842,  to  have  been  due  to  contractors  for  work  done  previous  to 
the  passage  of  the  act  for  suspending  the  public  works. 

It  is  evident  from  this  statement,  that  so  large  an  amount  of  work 
was  put  under  contract  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  1838,  for  the 
**  more  epeedy  enlargement,"  that  ihe  engineers  were  greatly  in  arrcar 
in  their  estimate  of  the  work  done,  and  so  imperfect  was  their  know- 
ledge in  regard  to  the  work  on  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal, 
that  when  called  on  by  the  Legislature,  they  gave  the  arrearages  at 
less  than  one  fourth  of  the  sum  which  has  since  been  ascertained  and 
settled,  in  most  cases  on  the  estimates  of  the  same  engineers. 

Allowances  for  Breaches  of  Canal  Contracts. 

An  erroneous  impression  has  prevailed  in  relation  to  the  sum  award- 
ed and  paid  to  contractors,  in  consequence  of  the  breach  of  contracts 
by  the  suspension  of  the  public  works.  When  the  necessity  of 
stopping  the  public  works  was  agitated  in  the  winter  of  J  842,  many 
persons  who  were  interested  in  having  the  work  progress,  insisted 
that  tlie  payment  of  the  damages,  growing  out  of  a  suspension,  would 
cost  the  State  as  much  as  to  finish  the  contracts.  The  claims  pre- 
sented by  the  contractors,  in  some  instances,  gave  countenance  to 
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these  predictions;  one  firmi  for  instance,  having  sixteen  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  work  to  finish  a  job,  claimed  a  profit  on  this  work, 
oyer  all  expenses  of  finishing  it,  of  fiffteen  thousand  dollars.  Another 
person  having  nine  thousand  dollars  worth  of  work  to  finish  the  job  at 
contract  prices,  claimed  that  he  could  make  a  profit  of  eight  thousand 
dollars.  In  the  fir-st  case  the  Canal  Board  allowed  the  claimant  tl,* 
764,  and  in  the  second  case  an  allowance  was  made  of  1 1,527. 

The  sums  actually  awarded  and  paid  for  breaches  of  contracts, 
growing  out  of  the  suspension,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

On  the  Erie  canal  enlargement, 8248,290  83 

Black  river, 2,671  22 

Genesee  valley, 167,543  19 

Oneida  river  improvement, 3,944  66 

$422,449  90 

The  amount  paid  on  account  of  the  Genesee  valley  canal,  includes 
the  sum  of  855,000,  which  was  allowed  for  breaches  of  contracts 
under  the  act  chapter  309,  of  the  Laws  of  1839,  authorizing  the  Ca* 
nal  Commissioners  to  change  the  contracts  for  stone  locks,  and  to 
substitute  therefor  composite  locks.  If  this  sum  be  deducted  from 
the  total  before  given,  it  leaves  the  amount  of  allowances  for  breaches 
of  contracts,  under  the  act  of  1842,  at  $367,449.90. 

The  estimated  amount  of  work  to  be  done  cm  the  suspended  con- 
tracts, exceeded  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year. 

The  following  sutement  is  an  exhibit  of  the  whole  amount  received 
into  the  treasury,  and  paid  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  government, 
for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1845,  viz  : 

» 

Received.  (See  Statement  No.  2.) 

Permanent  revenue,  •  • « $359,176  96 

Proceeds  of  mill  tax, ••  548,504  09 

Temporary  loans  to  the  treasury, 489,726  60 

On  account  of  arrears,  sales  and  redemptions  of  lands 

for  taxes,  »...  109,424  38 

Miscellaneous, •  • •••••••••••••••••• 26,208  61 

$1,533,040  59 
Assembly,  No.  25.]  3 
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Paid.  (See  Statement  No.  3.) 

Amount  of  permanent  expenses, 8820,835  05 

Special  appropriations  and  temporary 

expenses • 24I9874  51 

Payment  of  temporary  loans, 624,625  34 

Expenses  of  sheriff's  posses, •  •  19,286  j38 

Payments  on  account  of  county  taxes,  86,835  73 

Miscellaneous, •  • .        15,777  72 

1,808,736  03 

Deficit  in  receipts  to  pay  expenses, •  •        8275,694  44 

But  if  the  difference  between  the  sums  received  and  paid  on  ac* 
count  of  temporary  loans,  the  sums  transferred  on  the  books  of  the 
Comptroller's  office  on  account  of  the  Gen^^ral  Fund  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  amount 
of  warrants  outstanding  on  the  30th  September,  1844,  and  on  the 
30th  September,  1845,  are  deducted  from  the  above  sum,  it  leaves  the 
actual  amount  of  deficiency  for  the  year,  8251,041 .56. 

In  the  following  statement,  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
fiscal  year,  on  account  of  the  support  of  the  government,  the  maintenance 
of  the  canals,  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  General  Fund,  railroad 
and  canal  debts,  with  the  revenues  from  all  sources,  are  brought 
together,  in  order  to  present  at  one  view,  all  the  financial  operations  of 
the  State  for  the  year,  viz  : 

Revenue. 

From  all  sources  applicable  to  the  support  of  the  government,  including 

the  whole  of  the  mill  Ux, 81,054,067  49 

From  all  the  State  canals • •      2,417,670  57 

83,471,738  06 
£xpensei. 

For  support  of  government  and  all 
charges  except  payments  of  tempo- 
rary loans, ...  •  81,191,349  97 

For  maintenance  of  canals  and  interest 

on  canal  debt, 1,960.578  64 

3,151,928  61 


Carried  forward, $319,809  45 
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Brought  forward, $319,809  45 

Add  appropriation  witiihcld  from  the  Treasury,  •  •  • «         200,000  00 
Also,  praduct  of  tax  of  one-tenth  of  a  mill  sot  in- 

eluded  above, •«  56,503.  47 

Surplus  of  Canal  and  General  Fund  revenues $576,312  92 


Condition  of  Ihe  Treasury  and  of  the  several  Funds. 

The  statements  which  follow,  show  the  condition  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  30ih  September  last,  the  items  of  which  the  several  funds  con* 
sist,  the  amount  received  and  paid  during  the  year  on  account  of  each 
fund,  and  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  current 
year. 

General  Fund. 

Revenue. 

Amount  of  balance  due  the  Specific  Funds  on  the  30th  September, 
1844, tl,012,488  53 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  Trea- 
sury, during  the  year  ending  30th 
Sept.  1845,  on  account  of  the  Gen- 
eral Fund, 1,808,735  03 

Amount  transferred  to  the  capital  of 
the  School  Fund,  being  the  sum  re- 
ceived into  the  Treasury  from  the 
United  States^  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  to  appropri- 
ate the  proceeds  of  ihe  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  &c.  .  • .  • 84,358  15 

Amount  transferred  to  the  U.  States 
Deposit  Fund  revenue  for  one  year's 
interest  on  S89,223«54  of  the  capi- 
tal of  said  fund  in  the  Treasury,  and 
which  was  used  during  the  year  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, •  % 5,353  41 


Carried  forward, $2,910,935  12 


to  [A 

Brought  forward,  •••••••  $%filOfiU  12 

Amount  transferred  to  the  capital  of 
the  School  Fund,  for  loss  of  princi- 
pal of  bonds  which  have  been  can* 
celled  per  chap.  43,  Laws  of  1845, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Oneida  purcha- 
sers of  1840  and  1841, 9,627  26 

Amount  transferred  to  the  rcTonue  of 
the  School  Fund  for  loss  of  interest 
on  the  same, 9,152  04 

Amount  transferred  to  the  School  Fund 
revenue  for  one  year's  interest  on 
8219,384 .85  of  moneys  of  the  ca* 
pital  of  said  fund  in  the  Treasury, 
and  which  were  used  during  the  year 
for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment,          13,163  08 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treasury,  remaining  unpaid  on  the 

•  dOth  Sept.  1844, 444  80 

$2,943,822  30 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury, 

on  account  of  the  General  Fund,  du- 
ring the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1845,  1,533,040  59 

Amount  paid,  being  the  balance  due 
on  the  temporary  loan  from  the  Ca- 
nal Fund  of  1837, 617,386  06 

Amount  transferred  from  the  School 
Fund,  for  the  Comptroller's  bond, 
being  an  investment  of  part  of  the 
moneys  received  from  the  U.  States,       51,645  49 

Amount  transferred  from  the  School 
Fund,  for  bonds  transferred  to  said 
fund  from  the  General  Fund, 505  02 

Amount  of   warrants  drawn  on  the 

Treasury,  remaining  unpaid  on  the 

30th  September,  1845, 594  36 

$2,203,170  52 

Deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  General  Fund  30th 
September,  1845, $740,151  78 
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Statement 

Of  balances  due  from  and  to  the  Gfenerml  Fund  revenue^  shoumg  the 

amount  of  deficiency^  as  above  stated^  viz  : 

Due  from  the  General  Fund. 

To  the  School  Fund,  for  balance  in  the  Treasury,  Tiz  : 

Capital, 8320,354  1 1 

Revenue, 86,828  96 

•407,183  07 

To  the  Literature  Fund,  for  balance  in     ^ 

the  Treasury,  viz:- 

Capital, $897  70 

Revenue, 19,334  88 

20,232  '68 

To  the  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund,  for  balance 
in  the  Treasury,  of  the  capital 371,899  73 

To  the  Bank  Fund  for  balance  in  the 
\      Treasury, 38,853  05 

To  the  Mariner's  Fund,  for  balance  in 
the  Treasury, 67,517  47 

To  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company 
Sinking  Fund,  for  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury,   181  25 

To  the  Tioga  Coal  Iron  Mining  &c.  Co. 

Sinking  Fund,  for  balance  in  the  Trea- 

Bury, 129  24 

$895,996  39 

Due  to  the  General  Fund. 

From  the  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund,  for  amount 
anvanced  from  the  Treasury  to  meet 
demands  on  the  revenue, 9,623  64 

From  Benjamin  Enos,  Treasurer,  for  ba* 

lance  in  the  Treasury, 146,320  97 

■  155,844  61 

•740,151  78 
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State  of  the  Treasury, 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 

Sept.  1844 $99»737  26 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury  on 

account  of  all  the  funds,  during  the 

year  ending  30th  Sept.  1845, 4,933,077  02 

$5,032,814  28 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  Trea^ 
sury,  on  account  of  all  the  funds,  dur* 
ing  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1845, '. $4,886,642  87 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  Trea* 
sury,  remaining  unpaid  on  the  30th 
Sept.1844,,.; 444  80 

$4,887,087  67 

Less  amount  of  warrants  drawn  on  the 

Treasury,   remaining  unpaid  on  the 

30th  Sept.  1845,  594  36 

4,886,493  31 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  Sept.  1846, $146,320  97 


Estimated  Revenue  applicable  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Govern^ 

meat  for  tJie  current  year^  viz : 

Auction  duty, $175,000  00 

Salt  duty , 132,000  00 

Registers'  and  Clerks'  fees, .  •  • 33,500  00 

Interest  on  arrears  of  county  taxes, 4,000  00 

Tax  on  foreign  insurance  companies,  •  •  •  • 2,600  00 

Pedlar's  h'ccnses, 1,700  00 

Interest  on  Treasury  deposits, ••••••••  6,000  00 

Fees  of  the  public  offices, 1,600  00 

Surplus  Revenue  from  the  canals,  .••.•••. 400,000  00 

Suto  tax, « 270,000  00 


$1,026,400  00 


No.  280  88 

Estimate  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Government  for  the  current 

year,  ■  viz : 

Salaries  of  the  officers  of  goyernmenty  including  clerk 

hire, $63,000  00 

Salaries,  clerk  hire,  and  office  expenses  of  the  clerks  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  register,  assistant  register  and 

clerks  in  Chancery ' ••• .  41,500  00 

Legislature,  compensation  of  members  and  officers,.  •  •  60,000  00 
Court  of  Errors,             do              do                do     •  •  •  26,000  00 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  pu- 
blic offices,  ••• • 15,000  00 

Interest  of  the  Stale  debt,  exclusive  of  railroad  debts, 

including  temporary  loans • 125,000  00 

Annuities  to  sundry  Jndian  tribes,  ••»».»••••»••»••.  7,361  00 
Incidental  expenses  of  government,  and  of  apprehen- 
sion of  criminals,.. ••  ••••  ••••' 2,750  00 

Commissary'sdepartment, •  •  14,000  00 

Courts  martial, 8,000  00 

Brigade  Inspectors, » 4,500  00 

Printing  for  the  Sute,  • •  •  •  50»000  00 

Deaf  and  dumb,  (including  appropriations  of  $5,000)  •  •  21 ,000  00 

Blind,                       do               do                   do       ••  16,000  00 

Hospital  New-York 22,500  00 

Foreign  poor.  New- York, 10,000  00 

Orphan  Asylum,  New- York, •• 500  00 

Prince-street  Orphan  Asylum,  New-York>  ••••••••  t  •  600  00 

State  Prisofts,  (exclusive  of  erection  of  Clinton  prison)  14,500  00 

State  Library, 4,800  00 

Supreme  Court  library, •••  •• •••  1,500  00 

Agricultural  Societies, • 6»500  00 

Expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Chan- 
cery,    2.000  00 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New-York, 500  00 

Interest  on  State  stock  issued  to  railroad  companies,*  •  191,986  50 

Postage  of  official  letters, .••••.•  • •••  2,500  00 

State  Lunatic  Asylum,  salaries  of  officers,  and  balance 

of  appropriations,  •  •  •  • • •  25,000  00 

Rent  and  taxes  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  Governor,  1,100  00 

Carried  forward, ....•    $757^997  50 
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Brought  fonrsTd, »•••••..••  $757,997  50 

Expensesof  the  Capitol,. '•.... 2,500  CD 

do            Slate  Hall, 1,500  OO 

Bounty  on  coal,  lead,  gypsum,  and  empty  casks,  •«•• .  80,000  OD 

Apprehension  of  fugitives  from  justice, 5,000  00 

Premium  on  silk, r 2,000  00 

Geological  surrey,  and  expenses  of  museum, •  •  •  30,000  OO 

Committee  to  ezan«ine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer, 

and  Canal  and  Banking  Departments, 1,000  00 

Clinton  state  prison,  for  erection,  balance  of  appropria- 

tion • 45,000  00 

Expenses  of  the  Onondaga  salt  springs, •••••  81 ,500  00 

Miscellaneous,  including  expenses  of  military,  &c,  in 

enforcing  the  laws  in  Delaware  county, •  •  •  103,502  50 


% 


$1,060,000  00 


Common  School  Fundr 

Capital. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  iUmUp  vii. : 

Bonds  for  lands, .«• ....  *••  $913,361  57 

Bonds  for  loans, ••••••••.•..«•••..•••«••  311,883  88 

Loan  of  1792 107,472  14 

Loan  of  1808, « « 212,214  26 

Loanof  1840,. 8,200  00 

Bank  stock : 

1,000  shares  in  Manhattan  Company,  at  $50  each,. ••        50,000  00 

State  stock : 

Certificate  No.  29,  Astor  stock,  5  per  cent,  $1,755  91 
do  40,  do  do      '40,000  00 

do  1322,  loan  under  the  act  to 

vide  for  paying  the  debt  of 
the  State,  &c.,  7  per  cent,  52,300  00 
do       No.  1,  Chenango  canal  loan,  6 

per  cent, 20,000  00 

Carriedforward,r. .........  $114,055  91  $1,603,131  85 


Na.  tS.l  85 

Brought  forward, •lU.OSS  91  $1,003,131  85 

Ccrtificato  No.  250,  loan  for  rebuilding  the 

locks  on  the  Chemung  ca- 
nal feeder,  5  per  cent, ....     1,445  05 

115,500  96 

Comptroller's  bond,  on  demand,  0  per  cent, 51 ,645  49 

Money  in  the  Treasury, • 320,354  11 

$2,090,632  41 

There  remains  unsold  334,229  acres  of  land  bclcmging 
to  this  fund,  yalMd  at » $167,000  00 


••^MBVa 


Revenue. 

Balance  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30ih  Sep- 
tember, 1844, $89,019  46 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30lh  Sept.  1845, 256,143  75 

Amount  transferred  from  General  Fund  for  one  year's 
interest  on  $219,384,83,  moneys  of  tho  capital  in  the 
Treasury,  and  which  were  used  during  the  year  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  Government,.  $13,163  08 

Amount  transferred  from  the  General  Fund  • 

for  loss  of  interest  on  bonds  cancelled 

per  chapter  43,  Laws  of  1845,  for  the 

relief  of  the  Oneida  purchasers, 9, 1 52  04 

867,478  33 

Amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  September,  1845, $279,864  08 

Amount  transferred  to  the  Canal  Fund  for 
interest  which  had  accrued  on  sundry 
bonds  up  to  the  time  the  same  were 
transferred  to  this  fund,  •.•«..••••••  46S  65 

Amount  transferred  to  the  Bank  Fund,  for 

interest  due  on  J.  Palmer's  bond  at  the 

time  it  was  transferred  to  this  fund,  •  • .  822  50 

280,649  37 

Balance  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  Sep* 
tomber,  1845, $86,828  96 

[Aiiembly,  No.  25.]  4 
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For  an  explanation  in  legaid  to  the  changes  whidi  hare  taken  place 
in  this  fund  for  the  year,  reference  is  made  to  Statement  No.  4. 

The  revenue  of  this  fund  for  the  current  year  is  estimated  as  fol- 
lows : 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands,   ..•••• f4d,000  OO 

do      on  bonds  for  loans, «••• •••  23,000  00 

do      onUieloan  of  1792, 5,900  00 

do      on  the  loan  of  1808, 12,000  00 

do      on  the  loan  of  1 840, 500  00 

do      on  State  stock, •••..  7,020  00 

Rents  of  lands, 200  00 

Interest  on  moneys  of  the  capital  in  the  Treasury, 19,220  00 

Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the  U.  States  Depo- 

siteFund 165,000  00 


•275,840  00 


Estimated  expenses  for  the  current  year,  viz  : 

Common  School  dividends, $275,000  00 

Shinecock Indians, • • .••••••••  80  00 


$275,080  00 


literature  Fund. 

Capital, 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
State  stock : 

Certificate  No.  112,  Oswego  canal  loan,  redeemable 
in  1846,  5  per  cent, $10,347  00 

Certificate  No.  136,  same  loan,  redeema- 
ble in  1846,  5  per  cent, 93,851  OQ 

Certificate  No.  1279,  E.  and  C.  canal  loan, 
redeemable  1845,  5  per  cent,  •••••••.       1,779  87 

Certificate  No.  26,  Astor  stock,  5  per  cent,      8,000  00 

Certificate  No.  69,*  Black  River  canal 

loan,  redeemable  in  1850,  5  per  cent,*  •      8,743  00 

117,720  87 


Carried  forward, $117,720  87 

*  t4»825  of  this  ceitifiomta  ii  held  in  tnist  for  Um  DaUwtre  Academy,  and  the  inteiMt  on  the 
nme  ia  anmudly  paid  lo  the  tniateea  of  aaid  aoadamy. 


No.  8dO  «r 

Brought  forward, « ..**     •117,720  87 

Insurance  stock : 

100  shares  in  the  Albany  Insurance  Company,  at  |t60 
each, •• • ..• 6,000  00 

Bank  stock : 

679  shares  of  the  New- York  State  Bank,  928  each, 

$16,212  00 

23  shares  of  the  Canal  Bank,  Albany,  $20 

each,.... 460  00 

2,554  shares  of  the  Merchant's  Bank,  N. 

Y.,  $60  each, 127,700  00 

144,372  00 

Money  in  the  Treasury, • •  897  70 

$268,990  67 

To  this  fund  also  belong  9,625  acres  of  land,  yalued  at      $4,300  00 

I  ■■ 


Revenue. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  80th 
September,  1844, $19,624  38 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1846, 66,686  88 

76,211  26 

Amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 

ending  30th  Sept.  1846, 66,876  38 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  30th  Sept.  1845, $  19,334  88 


■^ 


The  revenue  of  this  fund  is  estimated  for  the  curreat  year,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Dividends  oa  bank  and  insurance  stock, •  •  •  $7,100  00 

Interest  on  State  stock, 9,987  00 

Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the  United  States 

Deposite  Fund, • • 28,000  00 

Interest  on  moneys  of  the  capital  in  the  Treasury,  .  160  00 

$46,247  00 


Cfttiitaated  expenses  for  the  curreBt  year,  tii  : 

Dividends  to  academies, 640,000  00 

"                    "        for  books, 1,55000 

Dclatrare  academy,  for  interest  on  $4,625,  held  in 

trust  for  said  academy, ••..•• 289  50 

On  account  of  annual  appropriation  of  $10,000  to 

Normal  school, .».  * 3,407  50 

$45,247  00 

United  States  Dcposite  Fund. 

Capital, 
This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz  :* 

Loans  on  mortgage  in  the  several  counties,  • $3,641,520  08 

State  stock 1,100  CO 

Money  in  the  Treasury, • 371,899  73 

$4,014,520  71 

Revenue. 

Balance  due  the  General  Fund,  .^Oth 
September,  1844, $25,947  87 

Amount  of  payments  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury during  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1 845,' 243,817  24 

Amount  transferred  to  the  capital  of 
the  fund  for  diminution  in  the  loans, 
by  commissioner's  sales  of  mort- 
gaged premises, • 20,031  08 

289,790  19 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury 

during  the  year  ending  SOlh  Sept. 

1845, $274,919  14 

Amount  transferred  from  the  General 
Fund,  for  one  year's  interest  on 
$69,223.54  of  the  capital  of  the 
fund  in  the  Treasury,  which  was 

Carried  forward, 8274,919  14       $289,796  19 


Brought  forward, |e74,919  14      f389,796  19 

used  during  the  year  for  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  governmeAty  ••••  S,d53  41 

260,272  55 

Balance  due  tlic  General  Fund,  dOih  Sept.  1845,  •  • .  $9,523  (34 


-*'  ■  '.  .nil. 


The  reyenne  of  this  fund  is  estlnsated  for  tlie  current  vear,  viz  : 

Interest  on  the  amount  loaned  on  mortgage  in  the  several  counties, 
after  charging  the  compensation  and  disbursements  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  losses  in  the  loans,  on  the  interest,  ,   $218,500  00 
Interest  on  moneys  of  the  capital  in  the  Treasury,  • .  •        22,314  00 

Sales  of  lands, • 2,000  00 

Principal  and  interest  on  bonds  taken  for  lands, 10,000  00 

Interest  on  State  stock 66  00 

$252,880  00 

Estimated  e^cpenses  for  the  current  year,  vis : 

AppropriaiionSy  4*c. 

Common  School  Fund, «••••  $165,000  00 

Literature  Fund > 28,000  00 

University  of  New  York, •••« •••«  9,000  00 

Geneva  College,  •• • «•••« 6,000  00 

Medical  Inslitution  of  Geneva  College,. ««••  • ••  1,000  00 

Hamilton  College, ••  .    3,000  00 

Albany  Medical  College, « • 1,000  00 

Eve  Infirmary  (1845  and  1846), 2,000  00 

Genesee  Wcsleyan  Seminary, ••• 2,300  00 

District  School  Journal,  • •••• 2,800  00 

Pay  of  the  deputy  superintendents  of  common  schools 

in  the  several  counties,  ••••    ••.•••••••• 14,000  00 

On  account  of  annual  appropriation  of  $10,000  to  Nor- 
mal school, •• • 6,592  50 

Balance  due  the  General  Fund  30th  Sept.  1845,.  •». •  9,523  64 

Miscellaneous, ••••  • 2,663  86 

t 

$252,880  00 


so  [AsMllfBLT 

Bank  Fund. 

There  has  been  Bank  Fund  stock  issued  ponuant  to  chapt^  114, 
Laws  of  1846,  up  to  the  dOth  of  September  last,  as  follows,  tIz  : 

For  payment  of  debts  of  insolrent  banks,  $304,233  69 

For  redemption  of  bills,  • .  •  •  • • «        27,568  00 

For  cash, 4,000  00 

$836,801  69 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  30th   Sept. 

1846,  due  the  fund, $38,863  06 

Amount  invested  in  Comptroller's  bonds, 
the  payment  of  which  has  been  as- 
sumed by  the  trustees  of  Union  Col- 
lege,         20,000  00 

68.863  05 

Debt  of  the  fund  30th  Sept.  1846,  ....  $276,948  64 

The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  contributions 
to,  and  the  charges  upon,  the  capital  of  the  fund  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  30th  Sept.  1846,  viz : 

Contributums  by  the  Banks. 

1831, $26,983  67 

1832, 62,626  68 

1833, 94,296  64 

1834, 106,139  64 

1836, 118,048  56 

1836 131,766  61 

1837, 110,966  96 

1838 91,878  20 

1839, 78,107  19 

1840, $62,796  17 

less    an      erroneous 

payment  refunded,         1,000  00 

61,796  17 

1841, 42,748  23 

1842, $162,299  19 

less      an    erroneous 

payment  refunded,  400  00 

161,899  19 

Carried  forward, ••••••$1,076,241  48 


No«  86.]  31 

Brought  forward, .•••tl,076^841  48 

1842,  in  advance  in  notes  of  suspended 
banks, $551,795  44 

less,  rebate  allowed, .       74,186  44 

477,609  00 

1843, 44,99133 

1844, 33,490  00 

1845, 33,700  00 

Total  contributions $1,666,031  76 

Amount  of  revenue  of  the  fund  added 
to  the  capital,  viz : 

1843, $29,900  73    . 

1844, 3,00000 

1845 3,462  50 

36,363  23 

Amount  received  from  sundry  banks 
for  redemption  of  bills,  viz : 

1837, $48,866  32 

1838, 105,067  43 

1839, 28,100  00 

1841, 1,108  25 

183,142  00 

1,885,536  99 

Charges  upon  the  Fund. 

For  redemption  of  bills,  viz  : 

1837, $158,733  00 

1838, 23,684  00 

1839, 595  00 

1840 315,129  00 

1841, 112,877  00 

1842, $529,029  00 

less,    an    erroneous 

payment  refunded,         4,120  00 

524.909  00 

1843, 549,161  00 

Carried forwaxd, $1,685,088  00$1,885,536  99 


n  [Asnnvr 

Brought  fonmd, $1,665,068  00|I,885,536  99 

1844 224  00 

J815 $57,042  00 

**    by  issue  of  stocks,  .        27,568  00 

84,610  00 


Total  redemptions. $1,769,922  00 

J^moQBt  allowed  to  Lockport  Bafik»  per 

chapter  124,  Laws  of  1841,  being  the 

anK>unt  of  contributions  by  said  bank,  3,000  00 
Discount  on  State  stock  belonging  to  tho 

fund  sold  in  1842, 14,568  77 

Interest  #n  Bank  Fund  stock  issued  in 

1845, 1,272  78 

Debts  of  insolvent  banks  paid  from  the 

Treasury, 09,488  S9 

Debts  of  insolvent  banks  paid  by  issue 

of  stock, 304,233  69 

2,162,485  ej 


Debt  of  the  fund,  as  above  stated, $276,948  64 


\ 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Total  amount  of  contributions  by  the 
banks, $1,666,03176 

Amount  of  rerenue  of  the  fund  added 

to  the  capital, • 36,363  23 

Amount  of  stock  issued  per  chapter  114 

of  the  Laws  of  1845 335,801  69 

$2,038,196  68 

Amount  remaining  due  from  insolvent  banks  for  re- 
demptions and  debts,  •  •  .$1,960,502  08 

Amount  of  sundry  charges  upon  the  fund 

as  above  stated, •         18,841  55 

Amount  invested  in  Comptroller's  bonds,       20,000  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th 

Sept.  1843, 38,853  05 

.^  2,038,196  68 

Mariner's  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz  : 

State  stock,  5  per  cent, • $32,000  00 

Mortgage  of  the  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society, 

(without  interest,)  • 10,000  GO 

Money  in  the  Treasury, $25»895  72 

do  do        under  protest,  •• .       31,621  75 

67,517  47 

$89,517  47 

Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

» 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz : 

Sute  stock,  6  percent, ••,•  $4,347  00 

do         6  per  cent 4,000  00 

Comptroller's  bond,  5  per  cent, •  •  •  •  •  9, 1 47  00 

do        do         6  per  cent, •  •  5,663  31 

•23,157  31 


No.  f6.]  S6 

Tonawanda  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  itemty  yis : 

State  stock,  5  percent^ •••  ••••  •. $800  00 

do         6  per  cent, • 1 ,500  00 

Comptroller's  bond,  5  per  cent,  ••••..•«••• 3,367  00 

do           do      Gperccnt, 2,066  59 

$7,733  59 


Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz  : 

Sute  stock,  5  per  cent, $3,260  00 

do         6  percent, 3,060  00 

Comptroller's  bond,  5  per  cent,  •  •  • « •  •  •  • .  6,856  00 

do           do      6percent, ••  4,243  20 

$17,359  20 

Tioga  Coal,  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company 

Sinking  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  oC  the  following  items,  viz : 

State  stock,  5  per  cent, ••.••••• $700  00 

Comptroller's  bond,  7p6r  cent, 115  50 

Money  in  the  Treasury, 129  24 

8944  74 


Long-Island  Railroad  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz  : 

Comptroller's  bond,  5  per  cent, ••••••••        $3,000  00 

Money  in  the  Treasury, ••• 181  25 

$3,181  25 
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Indian  Affairs. 

Arootint  of  annuities  to  be  paid  to  sundry  Indian  tribes  during  the 
current  year : 

Annuity.  Principal. 

The  Cayugas,  $2,300  00,  which  at  6  per  cent  would 

give  a  principal  of $38,333  40 

The  Onondagas,  2,430  00,  which  at  6  per  cent  would 

give  a  principal  of 40,500  00 

The  Senecas,  500  00,  which  at  6  per  cent  would 

give  a  principal  of 8,333  35 

The  St.  Regis,     2,131  69,  which  at  6  per  cent  would 

give  a  principal  of.  «•••        35,528  12 

$7,361  69  $122,694  87 


On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1845,  the  Conamissioners  of  the  Land 
Office,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor,  made  an  agreement  with 
the  chiefs  and  trustees  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Indian  Meadows  on  Grasse  River,  reserved  to  this  tribe  by  the 
treaty  of  May  31,  1796.  These  reservations  were  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  and  including  some  small  islands ;  and  as  the  adjoining 
farms  have  been  cleared  up  and  improved,  the  natural  boundaries  of 
the  Indian  meadows  were  obliterated,  and  it  became  desirable  to  have 
tlie  claim  of  the  Indians  extinguished,  and  enable  the  owners  of  the 
adjoining  lands  to  incorporate  these  meadows  with  their  farms  by  pur- 
chase.  The  Indian  meadows  were  surveyed  and  a  map  made  of  them 
in  1801  by  Amos  Lay,  showing  210  acres  in  the  reservation.  On  a 
re*survey  during  the  last  summer  there  appears  to  be  19lYVr  uteres. 
The  chiefs  offered  to  sell  the  land  at  $3  per  acre,  and  the  sum  of  $400 
was  paid  them  on  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  The  appraisers  ap* 
pointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  estimate  the  whole 

at $1,018  36 

Esrpcnse  of  surveyor,  appraisers,  and  making  map,...*  191  07 

Leaving  a  balance  of $827  29 

This  exceeds  the  offer  of  the  chiefs  at  $3  per  acre  by  $254.  But 
it  accords  with  the  policy  of  the  State  for  many  years  to  pay  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  lands  to  tlie  Indians.  The  Commissioners  had  also 
determined  to  offer  the  meadows  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  farms, 
at  the  amount  of  the  appraisal  in  each  case,  provided  they  apply  and 
pay  for  the  same  within  one  year. 


No.  26.]  87 

ContingeDt  expenses  of  the  Legislature  and  the  public  offi- 
ces. 

These  expensei  are  given  in  Statement  No.  3»  at  $15,006.32.  In 
the  paper  marked  No.  4,  an  analysis  is  given  of  those  contingencieSi. 
although  the  items  arc  not  given  in  detail.  This  statement  shows  that 
the  contingent  expenses  are  distributed  as  follows  : 

For  the  Assembly, «•...•  f5,695  59 

For  the  Senate, ,•••  •. 1,960  00 

For  the  Court  of  Errors, 904  00 

For  the  Legislature, 1,148  12 

Toul  for  both  Houses, •9,707  71 

For  Comptroller's  office,  •...,..•• $503  3S 

For  SecreUry's  office, 878  57 

For  Attorney-General,  • •  •  •  97  68 

For  Surveyor*General, 70  87 

For  Treasurer, • 507  42 

For  Adjutant-General 651   11 

For  sundry  offices, .  • • 488  05 

For  plan  of  all  the  offices  in  State  hall,  •  •  •  109  19 

Total  for  public  offices, • 3,306  27 

For  fuel  for  Capitol  and  public  offices, 1,992  34 

$15,006  32 

Printtng  for  the  Legislature. 

The  amount  paid  from  the  Treasury  for  printing  for  the  Legisla* 
ture,  during  the  last  session,  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Printing  ordered  by  the  Senate, $\ 3,929  77 

do  do      Assembly, • 28,16102 


$42,090  79 

3 


This  shows  an  increase  on  the  Sena^te  printing  of  $3,796.46,  and 
on  the  Assembly  printing  of  $7,531.44,  comparing  this  year  with 
last. 


S8  [A 

There  has  been  paid  from  the  Treasury  for  printiiig  two  docomeiita 
during  the  last  session,  one  in  the  Senate  and  the  other  in  the  Assem* 
biy,  the  enormous  sum  of  1 16,128. 13.  One  of  these  documents  was 
a  communication  from  the  Recording  Secretary  of  ihc  State  Agricul- 
tural Society,  making  532  pages,  5,030  copies  of  which  were  primed 
by  order  of  the  Senate,  at  t4,329. 13.  The  other  was  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  which  contained  by 
way  of  appendix,  the  reports  from  the  several  county  superintendents, 
making  altogether  486  pages,  and  the  Assembly  ordered  copies  for 
each  school  district,  to  be  bound  and  distributed.  The  whole  expense 
of  this  document  is  as  follows : 
Printing  700  copies  of  Superintendent's  report  without  documents,  64 

pages, •.•••• $112  04 

do      1,725  copies  with  documents,  486  pages,  •  •  •  1,571  82 

do       1 1,150  copies  with  documents,  for  school  dis* 

tricts, 8,039  63 

Binding  12,300  of  said  reports, 2,075  63 

$11,799  12 

The  expense  of  printing  for  the  Legislature,  is  all  paid  from  the 
General  Fund.  So  far  as  this  printing  grows  out  of  the  operations  of 
the  canals,  the  cost  of  printing  ought  to  be  charged  over  to  the  Canal 
Fund,  and  paid  from  the. ample  resources  of  the  public  works.  These 
revenues  yield  a  large  surplus  over  and  above  the  annual  expendi- 
tures, whilst  there  is  a  deficiency  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  the  revenues  of  the  General  Fund,  to  meet  the  annual  demands  on 
it  for  the  support  of  the  government. 

The  School  Fund  has  an  annual  revenue  of  t275,000^  and  all  ne- 
cessary printing  for  the  common  schools,  should  be  charged  upon  this 
revenue,  and  not  on  the  deficient  revenues  of  the  General  Fund.  And 
the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  ought  to 
be  paid  from  the  revenues  of  the  Literature  fund. 

Under  such  an  arrangement,  tliere  would  have  been  charged  to  the 
several  funds  referred  to,  for  Legislative  printing  at  the  session  of 
1845,  the  following  sums,  viz: 

CanalFund, ; t3,348  04 

Common  School  revenues, ••••   •••••••••••       1 1,975  56 

Literature  Fund» 1,068  54 

$16,393  04 
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Stationery  for  the  Legislature  and  Public  Offices. 

Stationery  has  been  procured  by  the  Comptroller,  and  furnished  to 
the  Clerks  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  the  several  public  offices, 
as  provided  by  the  act  chap.  310,  of  the  Laws  of  1842. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amount-  paid  for  stationery 
during  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  amount  distributed  to  the  several  de* 
partments,  viz : 

Amount  of  stationery  on  hand  30th  Sept.  1844 81,505  10 

do    purchased  since  last  account, • 4,040  04 

5,545  14 

Amount  furnished  for  the  Assembly,  •••••••  91,788  75 

do  do  Senate, •  •  450  25 

do  do  Court  of  Errors,  •  •  453  75 

do  do  Comptroller's  office,  200  63 

do  do  Canal  Department,  117  81 

do  do  Secretary's  office,*  111  45 

do  do  Treasurer's  office,.  61  21 

do  do  Att'y  Genl.  office,.  65  13 

do  do  Sur.  Genl.  office,  •  •  1 2  44 

do  do  Adj.  Genl.  office,*  •  64  38 

do  do  Clerk  Sup.  Court,  *  75  38 

*do  do  Reg  in  Chancery,  •  62  48 

do  do  Free  Bank  Dept.**  58  25 

do  do         Inc.  Bank  Dept.  ••  34  15 

—     3,546  10 


«* 


Amount  on  hand, •*  $1,990  04 


The  Canal  Department,  the  Bank  Departments,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  Register  in  Chancery,  pay  into  the  Treasury 
the  amount  charged  to  them  respectively  for  stationery.  These  sums, 
amounting  to  a  total  of  1 338 .07,  being  deducted  from  $3,546.10, 
leaves  the  amount  paid  for  stationery  during  the  year  for  the  Legisla- 
ture and  public  offices,  at  $3,208  •OB. 

The  cost  of  stationery  for  the  Legislature  for  several  years  pre* 
ceding  1842,  and  the  anticipated  saving  under  the  new  mode  of  ibiw 
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nishing  these  articles  under  the  act  of  I848|  may  be  seen  by  refer* 
ence  to  page  29  of  the  Comptroller's  report  of  18439  and  tables  No. 
8,  4,  5  and  6  of  the  same  document. 

Bounty  on  Coal,  Salt,  Gypsum,  &c. 

In  1843,  an  act  was  passed,  (chap.  229)  requiring  the  payment 
from  the  Treasury,  of  a  bounty  on  salt,  coal,  lead,  gypsum,  &c.  on 
furnishing  proof  of  the  delivery  of  these  articles  at  certain  specified 
pojnu.  There  has  already  been  paid  under  this  law,  for  the  three 
years  ending  30ih  September,  1845,  the  following  sums,  viz  : 

Bounty  on  salt, 8237,497  76 

do    coal, 129,771  87 

do    gypsum, c 6,277  24 

do    lead, 2,709  66 

do    emptycasks, • 923  99 

8377,180  52 


The  act  under  which  the  above  sum  has  been  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury, was  first  limited  to  two  years,  and  without  a  renewal  would 
haye  expired  on  the  18th  April,  1845.  In  the  last  annual  report  from 
this  office,  some  considerations  were  presented  to  the  Legislature 
against  the  renewal  of  this  law ;  which  law,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Comptroller,  is  extremely  unjust  in  its  operation  on  erery  tax  payer 
in  the  State.  To  this  report  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred, 
from  pages  37  to  42.  It  was  suggested  in  the  same  report,  that  in 
lieu  of  paying  a  bounty  from  the  Treasury  to  the  favored  classes  who 
were  engaged  in  making  salt,  mining  coal,  and  setting  up  empty  casks, 
the  duty  of  six  cents  now  paid  on  each  bushel  of  salt  manufactured 
might  be  reduced  one  half,  and  the  canal  tolls  on  all  the  articles  enu* 
merated,  might  be  reduced  to  a  mere  fraction.  This  would  place  the 
inhabitants  of  our  own  State,  who  use  the  articles  enumerated,  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  those  of  other  States.  The  operation  of  the 
bounty  is  such,  that  an  inhabitant  of  Berkshire  county,  in  Massachu- 
setts, can  get  the  Onondaga  salt  cheaper  than  an  inhabitant  of  Herki- 
mer county  in  our  own  State ;  and  more  than  tliis,  the  resident  of 
Herkimer,  pays  annually  his  proportion  of  a  tax  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  reward  a  few  manufacturers,  for  furnishing  an  article 
of  prime  necessity,  cheaper  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  States,  than  to 
those  of  oar  own. 
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The  Bounty  paid  on  coal,  gypsum,  &c.  ought  to  be  refunded  to  the 
Trcusury  from  tho  canal  tolls.  When  the  law  passed  in  1843,  the 
tolls  were  pledged  by  the  Constitution  to  the  payment  of  the  old  Erie 
and  Champlain  canal  debt,  and  could  not  be  diverted  from  that  object 
to  pay  bounties,  without  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution  ;  hence  re* 
sort  was  had,  as  usual,  to  the  exhausted  General  Fund.  The  old 
canal  debt  is  now  paid,  and  it  is  respectfully  urged,  that  a  law  be 
passed  requiring  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  to  pay  to  the 
General  Fund,  the  sum  of  8139,682.76  from  the  canal  tolls  ;  and  all 
other  sums  which  may  be  paid  for  bounties  on  the  articles  referred  to 
after  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Where  the  bounty  paid  from  the  Treasury  on  salt,  exceeds  the  duty 
of  six  cents  paid  to  the  State  at  the  works,  the  excess  ought  to  be  re- 
funded to  the  Treasury  from  the  Canal  Fund.  Each  bushel  of  salt 
manufactured  at  Salina,  and  brought  to  tide  water,  pays  as  follows, 
viz  : 

Ctt.  Mills. 

Duty  on  56  lbs.  at  tho  works, 6    0 

Canal  toll  from  Syracuse  to  Albany, ....•••     2    2 

Total 8    2 

Bounty  refunded  to  manufacturers •  •  •     7    6 

Leaving  a  revenue  to  the  State,  of • .  •  •     0    6 


Deduct  the  amount  of  duty,  six  cents,  from  the  bounty,  seven  cents 
and  six  mills,  and  it  leaves  one  cent  and  six  mills  per  bushel,  which 
is  the  proportion  of  canal  tolls  refunded  by  the  bounty,  and  this  sum 
ought  to  be  returned  to  the  General  Fund  from  the  Canal  Fund.  The 
quantity  of  salt  brought  to  tide  water  in  three  years,  has  been  2,288,- 
989  bushels,  which  at  one  cent  and  six  mills  per  bushel  gives  the  sum 
of  $36,623.82  to  be  refunded  from  the  Erie  canal  to  the  General 
Fund,  on  account  of  bounty  paid  on  salt  coming  to  tide  water. 

The  Comptroller  has  been  called  on  to  make  regulations  which  will 
enable  the  salt  dealers  to  collect  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  salt 
springs,  the  bounty  for  bringing  salt  to  lido  water  by  rail-roads.  This 
has  been  done,  and  annexed  is  a  copy  of  the  regulations,  marked 
No.  5. 

r Assembly,  No.  25.]  6 
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Under  the  protiiions  of  the  e<n,  ehap.  229,  of  the  Laws  of  1843, 
and  its  amendment,  chap.  19  of  the  Laws  of  1845,  the  following 
sums  hare  been  paid  from  the  reTennes  of  the  Genenl  Fund  as  a 
bounty  on  salt,  vii : 

Delivered  at  tide  water, $174,523  71 

do         Lafayette,  Indiana, 14,580  47 

do         Newark,  Ohio^ ••  8,435  56 

do         some  point  out  of  the  State  by  way  of  Buf- 
falo, 29,265  16 
do                do                do                do      Oswego,  5,665  58 
do                do                do                do       Elmira,  2,257  58 
do               do               do               do       Owego,  2,767  70 

$237,497  76 


Mb^M.] 
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The  bounties  paid  from  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  as  giTen 

in  statement  No.  3,  aie  as  follows,  riz  : 

On  Coal $73,525  41 

Gypsum, • • 4,246  40 

Lead, 80  60 

Empty  barrels  and  casks, 530  62 

178.383  03 
Paid  by  the  superintendent  of  salt,  for  the  year,  •  •  •  •     99,379  77 

$177,762  80 


The  total  quantity  of  Blossburgh  coal,  shipped  at  Corning,  and  de- 
livered at  tide  water  through  the  canals  of  this  State,  during  the  year 
ending  30lh  September  1845,  is  48,487,365  pounds.  The  tolls  paid 
to  the  State  on  the  Chemung,  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca,  and  the  Erie 
canals,  on  this  quantity  of  coal,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $56,293.83. 
The  bounty  paid  to  the  owners  or  transporters  of  tlic  coal,  amounts 
to  thcsum  of  |i49,2S7. 18  :  showing  that  the  net  revenue  which  the 
State  realizes  from  this  coal,  is  only  $  7,006.65. 

DUTIES  ON  GOODS  SOLD  AT  AUCTION, 

It  has  been  suggested,  by  those  who  have  the  means  of  forming  an 
accurate  estimate,  that  the  revenue  derived  from  sales  at  auction, 
might  be  essentially  increased  by  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  duty  to 
half  of  one  per  cent  on  cotton,  rice,  iron,  copper,  lead,  hemp,  flax, 
salt,  whalebone,  whale  and  linseed  oil,  tar,  rosin,  lumber,  beef,  pork, 
flour  and  pot  and  pearl  ashes.  And  that  a  similar  result  would  be 
produced  by  reducing  the  rates  of  duty  to  three  quarters  of  one  per 
cent  on  cofice,  tobacco,  sugars,  molasses,  wines,  and  raisins. 

The  Comptroller  has  been  informed  from  the  most  reliable  sources, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  high  rates  imposed  by  the  present  law, 
nearly  all  tiic  sales  of  the  above  named  articles  are  cfiected  through 
brokers,  who  pay  no  duty  to  the  State.  It  is  therefore  very  obvious 
that  the  proposed  reduction  would  have  a  favorable  influence  on  the 
revenues  of  the  General  Fund. 

The  4ih  section  of  the  auction  law  (chap.  17)  exempts  certain  arti- 
cles from  duty,  and  among  these,  all  articles  of  the  growth,  produce 
or  manufacture  of  this  Statei  and  all  fabrics  of  cotton,  wool,  hemp, 
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tnd  flax,  manuftctured  withio  the  juriMliction  of  the  United  Stetea. ' 
If  any  reason  existed  at  the  time  the  law  passed,  for  exempting  cotton 
and  woolen  fabrics  from  auction  duties,  it  is  believed  that  there  is  no 
longer  any  ground  for  the  exemption ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  a 
duty  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  be  collected  on  sales  of  the  arti* 
cles  exempted  in  the  3d  and  4th  subdiyisions  of  sec.  4 :  and  that  a 
similar  duty  of  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent  be  charged  on  all  stocks 
issued  by  any  State,  or  by  any  incorporated  company,  association  or 
individual,  under  the  laws  of  any  8tatc,  and  sold  by  any  auctioneer, 
broker,  or  other  person  at  any  public  sale. 

A  statement  has  been  prepared  and  printed,  having  the  sanction  of 
the  principal  auctioneers  in  the  city  of  New- York,  showing  the  re- 
ceipts of  merchandize,  and  the  quantities  sold  at  public  auction,  and 
at  private  sale,  for  the  years  1842,  1843,  1844,  and  ten  months  of 
1S45.  This  table  shows  that  since  1841,  none  of  the  following  arti- 
cles have  been  sold  at  auction,  viz  :  cotton,  rice,  iron,  hides,  pot  and 
pearl  ashes,  copper,  tin  plates,  rags,  wool  but  G9  bales,  provisions, 
flour,  coal,  cocoa,  lead,  pepper,  pimento,  salt,  and  salt  petre. 

The  present  duty  on  these  articles  operates  as  a  prohibition  on  their 
sale  at  auction,  while  it  is  confidently  believed  that  a  duty  of  one 
quarter  of  one  per  cent  would  produce  a  material  addition  to  the  rev* 
enue  from  sales  at  auction. 

In  1842,  there  were  received  in  New- York  64,495  hogsheads  of 
sugar,  of  which  6,933  wcresolJ  at  auction;  in  ten  months  of  1845, 
82,495  hogsheads,  and  only  3,799  were  sold  at  auction. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  received  in  New- York  in  3  years  and  ten 
months,  has  been  1,303,093  bales,  valued  at  852,123,720;  and  not 
a  si  gle  bale  sold  at  auction. 

And  attention  is  called  to  the  fact,  that  whilst  the  importations  and 
the  business  have  largely  increased,  the  sales  at  auction,  and  conse- 
quently the  revenue  derived  from  this  source,  have  decreased. 

In  1842,  R.  B.  Boyd,  Esq.  compiled  a  statement  from  the  returns 
made  to  this  office  by  the  auctioneers  in  the  city  of  New- York,  show- 
ing the  amount  of  sales  at  auction  of  the  various  articles  of  merchan- 
dize, from  1 81 S  to  1841,  both  inclusive.  This  statement  is  given  in 
the  Comptroller**  repwt  for  i843»  Doc.  G.  of  that  report.   It  appears 
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by  ihtt  ftatemeiit,  that  tbd  itlei  of  Ewopein  goods  from  188S  ta 

1881,  ten  yean,  amounted  to  the  sum  of $118,063,918 

And  from  1832  to  1841,  ten  yean, t  83,957,338 

Showing  a  falling  off  in  the  lait  ten  yean,  of 828,006 ,  580 

Equal  to  25  per  cent 

The  preceding  raggestions  having  been  communicated  to  some  of 
the  auctioneera  in  the  city  of  New- York,  their  opinions  areundentood 
to  be  averse  to  the  proposed  duty  of  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent  on 
manufactured  goods,  which  are  now  free  of  duty  :  but  if  this  duty  is 
to  be  charged  on  manufactured  goods,  they  propose  the  classification 
of  duties  given  below,  which  is  recommended  by  the  Comptroller  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislatiue,  viz : 

Class  1st. 

All  wines  and  ardent  spirits  foreign  and  domestic,  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  on  every  one  hundred  dollars. 

Class  2d. 

All  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  effects,  the  growth,  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  25  cents  on  every  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Class  Bd. 

All  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool  or  wonted,  hemp,  flax,  or  silk, 
seventy  five  cents  on  every  one  hundred  dollars. 

Class  Ath. 

f   All  other  goods,  wares,  merchandize  and  effects,  at  the  nte  of  fifty 
cents  on  every  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  4th  subdivision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  present  auction  law 
to  be  stricken  out. 

Payments  from  the  Treasury  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  sup^ 

press  the  insurrection  in  Delaware. 

The  following  sums  have  been  advanced  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  named  below,  under  the  acts  referred 
to,  viz : 
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Ulster  coun^,  per  tcl  chap.  62»  of  1845,.  •  • $I«764  48 

Columbia      do        do        103,      do      I,l:i8  50 

Schoharie      do        do  69,      do      2,846  00 

Cattaraugua  do     .   do        177,      do      • ••••        994  20 

$6  J43  22 

■J 

The  above  sums  have  been  charged  to  the  several  counties  named, 
as  required  by  the  acts  under  \vhich  the  money  was  advanced,  and  on 
the  13th  of  October,  ihe  fact  that  such  payments  had  been  made,  was 
certified  to  the  county  treasurers,  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before 
the  boards  of  supervisors,  whose  duty  it  is  by  IdW  to  assess  the  same 
on  their  respective  counties,  to  reimburse  the  State  Treasury. 

There  has  been  advanced  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Delaware, 
during  the  fiscal  year,  under  the  act  chapter  62,  of  the  laws  of  1846, 
the  sum  of  1 11,692.25. 

There  has  also  been  paid,  since  the  cloae  of  the  fiscal  year,  as « 
compensation  to  the  sheriff^s  posse  organised  after  the  murder  of  $k^ 
deputy  sheriff,  Steele,  the  sum  of  $7,293.89,  under  the  8th  section  of 
chapter  69,  of  the  laws  of  1845.  This  was  a  mounted  posse,  and 
bills  were  presented  for  horses,  but  there  ts  no  provision  for  paying 
fer  horses  used  by  the  force  organised  under  the  second  section  of  ihe 
**  Act  to  enforce  the  laws  and  preserve  order,"  passed  April  \bf  1845. 
The  horses  used  by  the  aherifiTs  posse  ought  to  be  paid  for,  at  the 
rate  allowed  for  die  mounted  men  called  into  service  under  the  Go- 
vernor's proclamation,  as  provided  by  section  21,  of  the  law  before 
referred  to.  Such  an  allowance  would  require  a  further  payment  to 
the  sheriffs  posse,  of  five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  making  a  total  ex- 
pense of  about  $12,500  for  the  posse  employed  by  the  sheriff  after 
the  death  of  Steele," and  before  the  force  vras  organized  under  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  Governor.  If  this  sum  be  added  to  the  amount  ad« 
vanced  to  the  sheriff  for  expenses  incurred  before  the  death  of  Steele 
($11,692.25)  it  makes  a  total  of  over  $24,000,  which  the  laws  wilt 
require  to  be  assessed  on  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  De- 
laware, to  reimburse  the  State  Treasury  for  its  advances. 

The  valuations  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  Delaware,  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $3,348,000 ;  and  it  would  require  an  assessment  of  more 
dum  7  mills  on  the  dollar  of  valuatioiit  to  raise  the  required  sum. 
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This  would  be  a  lerious  burden  to  the  tax  payers  of  the  coanty,  at 
any  time,  but  would  fall  with  bcrcascd  scTcrity  at  a  time  wlien  the 
means  of  the  inhabiiants  have  been  essentially  impaired,  by  the  dis- 
turbances which  have  drawn  off  a  great  portion  of  tbem  from  their 
ordinary  business  pursuits. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Delaware  will  probably  apply  to 
the  Legislature  to  be  relieved  from  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  tbc 
sum  whii'h  the  laws  require  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  State  Treasury. 
It  seems  reasonable  that  they  should  be  relieved  from  a  portion  of  this 
burden  ;  but  if  the  State  assumes  the  payment  of  the  expenses  incur- 
red in  calling  out  the  sheriffs  posse  bsfore  the  7th  of  August,  the  coun- 
ties which  have  already  been  taxed,  for  expenses  of  precisely  the  same 
character,  will  claim  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

The  Governor's  proclamation,  declaring  the  county  of  Delaware  in 
a  state  of  insurrection,  is  dated  on  the  27th  of  August,  and  all  expenses 
since  that  date,  growing  out  of  the  organization  of  the  battalion  to  aid 
ibe  sheriff  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  fall  on  the  State  Treasury.  It 
was  the  array  of  armed  and  disguised  men  on  the  7ih  of  August,  and 
the  resistance  to  the  sherifT,  terminating  in  the  death  of  Steele  on  that 
day,  and  the  developements  growing  out  of  the  investigation  incident 
to  that  fatal  tragedy,  which  induced  the  declaration  of  an  insurrection, 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor.  Why  then  should  not  the  State 
Treasury  pay  for  the  services  of  those  men  who  volunteered  to  aid  the 
sheriff,  in  vindicating  the  laws,  by  arresting  and  bringing  to  justice 
those  who  were  engaged  in  this  insurrectionary  morement  ? 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Comptroller,  the  expenses  of  the  sheriff's  posse, 
organized  after  the  death  of  Steele,  and  before  the  promulgation  of  the 
Governor's  proclamation,  ought  to  be  borne  by  tlie  State  Treasury, 
and  not  be  assessed  on  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  Hhe  county  of  Dela- 
ware. This  will  relieve  the  county  from  more  than  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  to  which  it  is  now  chargeable  by  law,  and  leave  the  sum  of 
about  1 11,800  for  the  county  to  pay,  which  may  be  assessed  in  equal 
portions,  in  the  years  1846,  1847  and  1848. 

There  has  been  paid  from  the  Treasury,  for  the  expenses  of  the 
military  force  called  out  from  New-York  and  Albany  to  aid  the  sheriff 
of  Columbia  county,  in  December,  1844,  the  sum  of*  •     133,412  26 

Carried  forward*  .•• $88,412  26 


No.  UO  49 

Brought  forwardi tS3»418  26 

The  payments  already  made  to  the  troops  commanded 

by  Maj.  Marvin  in  Delaware,  amount  to  the  sum  of.        34,183  20 

Add  estimate  for  pay  of  troops  for  November  and  half 
of  December, 29,510  00 

Total  payments  by  the  State,« 197,105  46 

Charged  to  Columbia,  Schoharie,  Ulster  and  Cattarau- 
gus,   6,743  22 

Charged  to  Delaware  county  during  fiscal 

year, $11,692  25 

do        since,  on  first  account,  •  •  • .  191  04 

do        for  shcrifiTs  posse,  after  7th 

August, 7,699  42 

— 19.582  71 

Total  paid  from  Treasury,  to  December  5,  1845,  •••  •   $123,431  39 
Add  for  pay  of  horses  of  sheriff's  posse, 6,500  00 

$129,931  39 


If  the  suggestion  is  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  of  relieving  the 
taxable  inhabitants  of  Delaware  from  ihc  expenses  of  the  armed  posse, 
after  the  death  of  sheriff  Steele,  then  the  State  Treasury  will  have 
incurred  an  expense  of  $111,304.88;  and  the  residue,  $18,626.51, 
will  be  assessed  on  the  several  counties  named  in  the  preceding  state- 
ment. 

The  expenses  of  the  Commissary  Gcnerars  Department,  have  also 
been  increased  several  thousand  dollars,  in  supplying  arms,  ammuni* 
tion,  horse  equipage,  &c.  to  the  forces  called  into  service. 

Expenditures  on  account  of  the  Geological  Sarvej. 

The  payments  from  the  Treasury  for  continuing  the  publication  of 
the  Geological  Survey,  amount  for  the  last  year,  to  the  sum  of  $61,- 
622.07.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  moneys  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  on  account  of  the  Geological  Survey,  from  the  commence- 
ment  to  the  30tli  September,  1845,  viz : 
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For  salaries  of  Geologists,  assistants  and  draftsmen,  •  •   tl20,261  68 

freight  of  minerals,  &c l,34d  22 

printing,  binding  and  paper,  to  T.  Weed,  $10,723  21 

do  Carroll  &  Cook,   24,5U0  00 

65,223  21 

drawing,  engraving,  lithographing  and  wood  cuts,. •  30,209  72 

printing  engravings,  &c •••..•• 27,633  38 

coloring        do                 62,352  00 

paper  for      do                •• ••••  16,184  69 

fuel,  furniture,  chemicals,  postage,  labor,  dec 2,867  69 

mounting  3,000  geological  maps  of  the  8ute,.  •  •  ••  2,400  OO 

preparing  specimens  of  birds,  •  •  • 591  OO 

priming  Geologisi'«  reports  from  1836  to  1841, ••••  19.530  00 

filling  up  old  btate  Hall  for  Geological  Museum,  ••  4,500  00 

$353,101  59 
Add  value  of  lot  and  building  for  museum, 25,000  00 

$378  101  57 


a 


In  a  report  made  to  the  Senate  in  1842  (Doc.  68),  it  was  estimated, 
at  page  7,  that  the  sum  of  about  $45,000  would  be  requisite  to  com- 
plete ilie  publication.  This  e^timate  included  the  coloring  of  the 
plates  of  305  sets  only ;  subsequently  an  arrangement  was  made  for 
coloring  a  much  larger  number  of  plates  ;  and  it  is  shown  by  the 
preceding  statement,  that  there  has  been  paid  for  coloring  alone, 
$62,352.00  ;  a  greater  sum  by  $17,000.00  than  the  estimate  of  1842, 
for  completing  the  entire  publication. 

When  the  Geological  Survey  was  authorized,  in  1 836,  it  was  done 
on  an  estimated  cost  of  $104,000,  including  the  publication  of  the 
results  of  the  survey.  The  payments  from  the  Treasury  already  ex* 
ceed  $350,000 :  and  the  State  is  not  yet  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  so  successfully  explored  the  Treasury. 

Assessments  for  Highways. 

On  the  tenth  of  September  last,  the  Comptroller  addressed  a  circu- 
lar to  the  clerk  of  each  town  in  the  Slate,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
from  the  list  of  assessments  for  road  taxes,  with  a  statement  showing 
be  total  number  of  days  assessed  for  the  year  1 845,  the  number  of 
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pereom  who  are  residentSi  and  the  number  of  non-residents,  with  the 
total  number  of  days  assessed  on  each  class ;  also,  whether  there  are 
any  other  assessments  on  the  town  for  the  last  year,  which  are  not 
embraced  in  the  ordinary  tax  list  of  the  town  ;  and  likewise  the  amount 
of  any  debt  existing  against  the  town. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  7  6  towns,  out  of  851  in  the 
whole  State,  and  the  information  obtained  from  these  returns,  is  em- 
bodied in  a  table  which  is  annexed  and  marked  So.  6.  For  the  113 
towns  from  which  returns  have  not  been  received,  estimates  have  been 
made  by  taking  the  number  of  votes  in  1844,  in  the  towns  returned 
in  the  same  county,  with  the  number  of  days  assrssed  in  those  towns, 
and  adding  for  the  assessment,  in  like  proportion  to  the  number  of  votes 
in  the  towns  not  returned,  for  highways  assessment. 

The  foo*ings  of  the  table  are  as  follows  : 

Number  of  residents  assessed  for  highway  taxes, 264,951 

do          non-residents                            do         .  •  •  •  •  6«358 

do          days  assessed  to  residents, 1 ,062,2 14 

do                do                  non-residents, 67,945 

do        days  estimated  for  113  towns  not  returned,  49.400 

Total  number  of  days  returned  ajid  estimated, 1,441. 898 

Total  amount  of  asses ^ment  at  5s  per  day, t90 1 ,  i  86  25 

Toul  amount  of  debts  in  738  towns, •••  37,263  35 

In  many  of  the  towns  from  which  returns  were  received,  the  clerks 
could  not  give  the  number  of  residents  and  non*residents  ass»ei«sed. 
The  total  number  of  days  assessed,  may  be  relied  on  as  accurate,  and 
also  the  total  amount  of  highway  taxes  each  day  being  ealimated  at 
5s.  the  amount  of  commutation  under  the  law. 

Of  738  towns  from  which  returns  have  been  received,  695  are  en- 
tirely free  from  debt ;  and  the  small  amount  of  debt  resting  on  the 
43  towns,  is  generally  for  bridges  and  of  a  temporary  character.  It 
is  most  gratifying  to  perceive,  that  nearly  all  the  towns  of  ilie  State 
adopt  the  salutary  and  saving  policy,  to  ''  pay  as  they  ^o."  In  this 
particular,  the  *'  golden  rule'*  established  by  the  towns,  is  not  only 
worthy  of  the  approval  of  every  friend  of  economy  and  a  sound  sys- 
tem of  finance,  but  of  imitation,  by  the  common  councils  of  our  cities, 
aud  by  tlie  State  government. 
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It  is  belicred  that  this  is  the  first  altempt  which  has  been  made  to 
aggregate  the  assessments  in  all  the  towns  of  the  State,  for  higliways ; 
and  the  Comptroller  feels  bound  to  ofTcr  his  acknowledgements  to  ihe 
town  clerks,  for  their  promptness  and  courtesy,  in  furnishing  the  in- 
formation sought,  without  any  requirement  by  law  to  do  so. 

Debts  of  Cities  and  Villages. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  aggregate  the  debts  of  the  cities  and 
Tillages  in  this  State.  On  the  4lh  of  September  a  circular  was  sent 
to  the  clerk  of  each  village  and  to  the  clerk  or  chamberlain  of  each 
city,  requesting  a  siatement  of  the  amount  of  the  corporation  debt, 
tlie  ohjcct  for  whiclf  it  was  created,  when  payable,  rale  of  inter- 
est, &c. ;  also  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  for  the  last  year,  sep  irate 
from  the  town  and  county  taxes,  and  the  rate  of  assessment  on  the 
property  within  the  bounds  of  the  corporation.  In  most  cases  the  re- 
quest has  been  promptly  complied  with. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  65  cities  and  villages,  and  a  sum- 
mary of  the  information  obtained,  is  given  in  the  siatement  marked 
No.  7.  This  statement  shows  an  aggregate  debt  of  $15, 137,204  •- 
62  ;  and  an  aggregate  amount  of  tax  of  $2,408,648.59.  The  tax  of 
New- York,  88,096,191.18,  embraces  all  assessments  for  county  as 
well  as  city  purposes. 

Proceeds  of  the  tax  of  one  mill  and  one-tenth  of  a  mill. 

Statement  No.  8  shows  the  population  of  the  several  counties  in 
1&45,  the  amount  of  tax  on  each  county  at  one  mill  and  one-tenth  of 
a  mill  on  one  dollar  of  valuation,  the  amount  allowed  for  fees  of  county 
treasurers  and  town  collectors,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  the  tax  for 
1844. 

The  total  results  are  as  follows : 

Population  in  1845,  « 2,604  495 

Total  amount  of  tax,.. $603,067  50 

Allowed  for  fees  of  treasurers  and  collectors, 

833,529  23 

Net  proceeds  of  ux,. 621,538  27 

—     665,067  50 
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Valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate. 

Statement  No.  9  shows  the  Yaluations  of  real  and  personal  estates 
in  the  several  counties,  and  the  sums  levied  for  town,  county,  and 
State  purposes.    The  results  are  as  follows : 

Total  valuations  of  real  esUtes, $486,490, 1 2 1  00 

do  personal  do • 115,988,895  00 

1602,479,016  00 

Amount  of  corrected  valuations, • 605,646,095  00 

Number  of  acres  of  land  assessed,  • .  • .  • 27,726,549 

'^  —        — ' 

Amount  of  State  and  county  taxes,..*  •  • •  •      $3,221,256  15 

Amount  of  town  taxes, • •  949,27160 

84,170,527  95 
Add  for  highway  assessments,  as  given  in  State- 
ment No.  6, 901,186  25 

Also  for  cities  and  villages,  deducting  N.  Y.  cily, 

No.  7 312,4'»7  41 

"  ■  >i 

Aggregate  annual  taxation, • i$5,384,l71  61 

Payment  of  money  withheld  from  the  General  Fund. 

■ 

The  failure  of  certain  banks  in  which  large  amounts  of  Canal  Fund 
taioneys  had  been  deposited,  rendered  it  necessary  to  withhold  from 
the  Treasury  in  the  years  1843  and  1844,  8300,000  of  tlie  sum  ap- 
propriated for  the  use  of  the  General  Fund,  by  the  act,  chap.  238,  of 
the  Laws  of  1841.  The  money  thus  withheld  has  been  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  debt ;  and  in  closing 
up  the  affairs  of  the  insolvent  banks,  a  large  portion  of  the  amount 
which  was  unavailable  in  1843  has  been  paid  in  Safety  Fund  stock, 
which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund. 
As  the  sum  was  retained  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  provisions 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  chapter  240,  of  the  laws  of  1848,  it 
is  necessary  that  a  law  should  be  passed  requiring  them  to  transfer  to 
the  General  Fund  8300,000  of  the  stock  obtained  on  settlements  with 
the  insolvent  banks  referred  to. 

This  subject  is  fully  explained  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Coouiib* 
•ioocrs  of  the  Canal  Fundi  pages  11  and  12. 


Taxation  of  free  banks* 

It  is  desirable  to  have  an  act  passed  declaring  in  express  terms  that 
banking  associations  shall  be  assessed  in  the  same  manner  as  incorpo- 
rated banks,  on  the  amount  of  capital  paid  in  or  secured  to  be  paid  ; 
and  that  individual  bankers  shall  be  assessed  on  the  amount  of  capital 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Comptroller,  without  allowing  any  offset 
for  debts. 

Retrenchment  of  eitpenditures. 

It  is  obvious,  from  the  condition  of  the  General  Fund  debt  and  its 
revenues,  that  unless  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  are  increased,  or 
its  expenditures  diminished,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  paying  the  debt 
as  it  falls  due,  and  that  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  meeting  the 
demands  for  the  ordinary  support  of  the  Government.     In  the  annual 
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report  from  this  office  in  1848,  (page  24  to  28,)  the  attention  of  the  Le- 
gislature was  called  to  the  subject  of  retrenchment  as  one  means  of 
i«lieving  the  Treasury ;  but  the  General  Fund  has  received  but  fee* 
ble  aid  from  this  source.  The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respect«> 
fully  invited  to  the  suggestions  tlien  made  on  this  subject. 

Embezzlement  of  public  money. 

The  consideration  of  the  Legislature  is  resp^^ctfully  called  to  the 
propriety  of  passing  a  law  making  it  a  felony  fur  any  public  officer  or 
agent,  to  use,  or  in  any  way  appropriate,  the  money  entrusted  to  him 
otherwise  than  applying  it  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  placed  in  his 
hands.  It  is  provided  in  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  moneys  of 
the  United  States,  that  if  any  officer  charged  wiih  the  safc-keepmg, 
transfer  or  disbursement  of  public  moneys,  shall  convert  to  his  own 
use  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  use  by  way  of  investment  in  any 
kind  of  property  or  merchnndise,  or  shall  loan  with  or  without  mtcr- 
est,  any  portion  oi  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to  him  for  safe-keep* 
ing,  transfer,  disbursement,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  every  such  act 
shall  be  deemed,  and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  60  much  of 
the  said  moneys  as  shall  le  thus  taken,  &c.,  which  is  declared  to  be 
a  felony.  (See  chap.  7,  sec.  2,  of  the  Laws  of  lb41  )  ^>uch  a  pro- 
▼istoDi  extending  to  all  the  receiving  and  disburaiog  agenu  of  the 
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State,  including  the  common  school  moneys,  the  U.  S.  Dcposite  Fund, 
and  all  other  funds  of  a  public  characler,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Comptroller,  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  frauds,  and  secure  the  faith- 
ful application  of  public  moneys.  The  provisions  before  referred 
to  were  contained  in  the  original  act  establishing  an  independent  trea- 
sury, and  although  that  act  was  repealed,  the  penalties  for  using  the 
public  mouey  were  re-enacted. 


Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Company. 

The  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Company,  to  which  the  credit 
of  the  State  was  loaned  for  ^^160,000,  under'the  act,  chapter  178,  of 
the  Laws  of  1840.  has  failed  to  pay  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  first 
day  of  the  present  month,  as  required  by  the  6th  section  of  said  act, 
the  sum  of  $3,000,  to  constitute  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption 
of  the  stock  issued  to  said  company.  The  reasons  for  this  delin- 
quency are  given  in  a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  com- 
pany  to  the  Comptroller,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  and  marked 
No.  10.  The  sinking  fund  of  the  company  now  amounts  to  $17,. 
354.20,  which  is  invested  in  State  stock,  at  ao  interest  of  5,  6  and  V 
per  cent. 

The  7th  section  of  the  act  before  referred  to,  declares  that  in  case 
the  company  shall  make  default  in  the  payment  of  the  sum  annually 
required  for  the  sinking  fund,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Comptroller  to 
sell  the  said  road,  with  the  appurtenances,  at  public  auction,  giving 
six  months  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  or  to  buy  in  the 
same  at  such  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  State. 


Incorporated  Banks. 

.   Payment  of  Creditors  of  insolvent  Safety  Fund  Banks. 

An  act  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  entitled 
«•  an  act  to  provide  for  paying  the  dfbts  of  insolvent  Safety  Fund 
Banks,"*  which  authorized  the  Comptroller  to  issue  a  6  percent  stock 
based  on  the  future  contributions  of  the  safety  fund  banks,  and  to  use 
this  stock,  or  the  avails  of  it,  to  redeem  the  outsUnding  notes,  and  pay 
the  other  creditors  of  the  insolvent  banks  referred  to. 


On  the  12th  of  Msy,  a  circular  was  addressed  to  the  Receivers  of 
the  several  insolvent  banks,  to  ascertain  the  amounts  necessary  to  can* 
eel  all  claims  after  applying  the  assets  in  their  liands ;  and  also  to  in* 
quire  whether  the  principal  creditors  would  take  the  stock  authorized 
to  be  isiued. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  the  Comptroller  gave  notice  in  the  State 
paper,  and  in  two  newspapers  in  each  county,  that  the  outstanding 
circulating  notes  of  the  following  banks  would  be  redeemed  at  par, 
viz :  the  Commercial  Bank  of  New- York,  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Oswego,  the 
Clinton  County  Bank,  the  Watervliet  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Lyons . 

From  the  lime  this  notice  was  given,  to  the  30th  of  September, 
there  was  presented  at  the  Comptroller's  office  and  redeemed  in  cash, 
the  following  sums  viz  : 

Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,   $21,071 

Bank  of  Lyons, 12,830 

Commercial  Bank  of  Oswego, •••  • 11,845 

Clinton  County  Bank, • • 4,928 

WatervHet  Bank, 4,461 

Bank  of  Buffalo, 1,349 

Commercial  Bank  of  New-York, 447 

Wayne  County  Bank, 76 

City  Bank  of  Buffalo, 35 

$57,042 
Watervliet  Bank,  redeemed  by  issue  of  stock, 29,568 

Total  sum  redeemed  by  Comptroller, $86,610 


The  Receivers  of  the  banks  named  below  have  obtained  orders  on 
the  Comptroller  from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  have  been  paid  in 
cash  and  stock  as  follows,  vis ; 
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Commercial  Bank  of 

New-York, $121,132  45      $24,996  78  $146,129  23 

Bank  of  Buffalo, 127,278  42        21,962  80  149,241  22 


Carried  forward.  •  $248,410  87      $46,959  58    $295,370  45 
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Brought  forward,  ••  $248,410  87  $46,969  68  $296,370  46 
Commercial  Bank  of 

Buffalo, 880,000  00  44,614  87  424,614  87 

Commercial  Bank  of 

Oswego, 66,822  82  22,628  81  78,36163 

Clinton  County  Bank,. .  89,71 1  86  8,168  86  42,870  21 
Issued  for  Watervliet 

notes, 29,668  00         •• 29,668  00 

Do.  for  cash, 4,000  00         4,000  00 

$767,613  04  $117,162  12  $874,676  16 


The  rule  adopted  by  the  Comptroller,  was,  to  give  to  the  receiver 
in  each  case,  a  draft  on  the  Treasury  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  all 
claims  of  one  thousand  dollars  and  under,  and  to  issue  stocks  to  all 
persons  whose  claims  exceeded  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  order  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  in  the  case  of  the  Clinton  County 
Bank,  provides  for  $110,000  due  to  the  Canal  Fund,  an4  for  which 
the  Commissioners  hold  certain  securities ;  after  the  collection  and 
application  of  the  sums  due  on  the  securities,  the  Safety  Fund  is  to 
be  charged  with  the  balance,  which  will  probably  be  from  $80,000  to 
$100,000 ;  and  the  safety  fund  stock  debt  will  be  increased  by  the 
amount  of  this  balance,  when  ascertained. 

The  Safety  Fund  will  probably  realize  about  $60,000  from  the  as- 
sets of  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo.  The  receiver  of  this  bank,  after 
paying  all  the  established  debts  against  it,  advertised  the  remaining 
assets  for  sale  in  November  last :  As  there  had  been  advanced  from 
the  Safety  Fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  of  this  bank,  the  sum 
of  $317,107.00,  and  as  there  was  no  other  creditor,  and  no  means 
of  reimbursing  the  fund  for  its  heavy  advances,  except  from  the  re- 
maining fragments  of  the  bank,  the  Comptroller  sent  an  agent  to  at- 
tend the  sale  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  sacrifice  of  the  interest 
which  the  Safety  Fund  had  in  these  assets.  The  bids  of  the  agent 
amount  to  about  $16,900#  for  claims,  on  which  there  is  due,  nominally, 
$470,000. 

Something  may  be  recovered  on  these  claims,  and  it  may  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  fund  to  give  authority  to  the  Comptroller  to  pay  from 
[Assembly,  No.  26.]  8 
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the  Bulk  Fund  any  «zpente&  which  may  be  inciiTred  in  prosecuting 
or  compromising  these  claims. 

The  creditors  of  the  Lafayette  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New-Yorky  and 
the  Bank  of  Oswego,  have  been  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  assets 
of  those  banks,  and  without  calling  on  the  Safety  Fund. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  capital  and  the  sums  contributed 
to  the  Bank  fund  by  six  of  the  institutions  which  have  failed,  and 
also  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Fund,  to  pay  the  debts  of  each  bank, 
Yi«: — 

CapitaL  Contribution  Dnwn.  finai 

toFoBcL  FuuL 

City  Bank  of  Buffalo,  ...  $400,000       $4,333  33        $317,107  00 

Bank  of  Buffalo, 200,000         6,000  00  584,143  22 

Commercial  Bank  of 

Buffalo,  400,000  12,000  00  608,41187 

Commercial  Bank  of 

New-York, 500,000  15,000  00  285,685  23 

Commercial  Bank  of 

Oswego 250,000  5,308  21  237,495  63 

Clinton  County  Bank,  .  • .  200,000  4,263  00  1 1 1,604  21 

$1,950  000    $46,904  54     $2,144,447  16 

Sb^mS59CSSSSSS       1^SSS3SSSS^E«i^im         wSCSS^SI^SSSSS^S^^S 

The  plates  of  all  the  banks  which  hare  failed  ought  to  be  destroyed. 
Without  any  specific  authority  in  the  matter,  the  Comptroller  has  re* 
quested  the  receirers  of  all  the  broken  banks  to  deposite  the  plates  in 
his  office.  The  following  have  been  received  :  Bank  of  Buffalo,  fi?o 
plates  ;  Commercial  Bank  of  New- York,  eight  plates ;  Commercial 
Bank  of  Oswego,  four  plates ;  Clinton  County  Bank,  four  plates ;  Bank 
of  Lyons,  three  plates.  An  order  on  the  engravers  has  also  been  ob- 
tained from  the  receiver  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  for  the 
plates  of  that  bank,  but  they  are  not  in  the  custody  of  the  Comptroller. 

The  plates  came  into  the  hands  of  the  receiyers  among  the  assets 
of  the  banks,  and  so  far  as  any  yalue  can  attach  to  them,  they  may 
perhaps  be  held  accountable  ;  at  all  events  they  should  be  protected 
by  law  in  making  such  a  disposition  of  them  as  is  obviously  required 
for  the  protection  of  the  public.    The  most  successful  frauds,  within 
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the  last  year  or  two,  hare  been  effected  by  the  use  of  some  of  the 
genuine  plates  of  banks  in  Michigan,  which  were  permitted,  by  sale  or 
the  negligence  or  infidelity  of  engrarers  or  bank  officers,  to  fall  into 
improper  hands. 

Where  the  Safety  Fund  is  called  on  to  pay  all  the  arrearages  to  the 
creditors  of  a  bank,  no  claim  caa  be  interposed  to  the  plates,  so  strong 
as  that  of  the  Fund  itself;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  Chancellor 
might  require  the  deposit  of  the  plates  with  the  Comptroller,  in 
the  same  order  which  authorises  a  call  on  the  Fund  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  bank.  In  one  or  two  cases  this  has  been  done. 
And  where  there  is  no  call  on  the  Safety  Fund,  any  imaginary  yalue 
of  the  plates  to  the  creditors,  ought  to  be  subordinate  to  the  public  se- 
curity, which  may  be  seriouslyjeoparded,  unless  these  plates  are  taken 
into  the  custody  of  the  State  or  destroyed. 

On  the  4th  of  January  1845,  three  plates  of  the  Lockport  Bank,  the 
charter  of  which  was  repealed  by  the  act,  chapter  440  of  the  Laws 
of  1837,  were  destroyed  by  G.  W.  Jermain  and  T.  M.  Burt.  These 
were  in  the  custody  of  the  l^ockport  Bank  and  'Trust  Company,  and 
when  Mr.  Burt,  who  was  examining  the  latter  bank  under  a  commis- 
sion from  the  Comptfoller,  found  the  plates,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
by  the  cashier  and  himself  to  destroy  them  ;  and  it  was  accordingly 
done,  and  a*certificate  of  the  fact  was  made  and  is  filed  in  this  office. 

In  the  free  banking  department,  there  are  131  plates  and  half  plates 
of  banks  which  have  been  closed  by  the  Comptroller  and  by  their  own 
officers  ;  and  of  banks  which  never  went  into  operation.  These  con- 
sist of  whole'  plates  41;  half  do.  84;  back  plates  6;  total  131. 
These  plates  cost,  probably,  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars,  but  are 
now  of  very  little  value  ;  and  the  small  interest  of  the  individuals  or 
associations  in  them,  ought  not  to  interfere  with  such  disposition  of 
them,  as  the  public  convenience  and  safety  may  require. 

There  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Comptroller,  belonging  to  82  in- 
corporated banks  now  in  operation,  the  following  plates,  viz  : 

280  full  plates  of  4  notes  each. 

2  three  quarter  •*      "  3 
62  half        "      '•  2 

9  one  quarter     **      "   1  note      " 
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The  78  free  banks,  now  in  operatioD,  haTe  in  the  cnatedy  of  the 
Comptroller,  97  whole  plates^  and  114  half  plates.  Making  a  total  o^ 
564  whole,  half,  and  quarter  plates,  belonging  to  154  banks.  They 
are  kept  in  secure  vaults  in  New- York  and  Albany. 

A  statement  has  been  prepared  and  is  amiexedy  nuirked  No.  II, 
which  shows  the  amount  and  denominations  of  notes  furnished  to  the 
BOTeral  incorporated  banks  to  the  Ist  of  December,  1845,  under  the 
act  chap.  318,  of  the  Laws  of  1843,  and  also  the  denomination  and 
total  amount  of  registered  notes  returned  by  the  banks  to  ^e  Comp* 
troller.    The  total  results  of  this  table  are  as  follows,  yiz  : 


Total  Ref^istered  '  Returned.  Amoant 

and  deliTerad..  bf  Beeke. 

One                dollar  notes      $1,201,170  $130,853  $1,070,317 

Two                         "                   1,312,228  116,853  1,196,375 

Three                      •'                  1,463,722  88,063  1,365,669 

Fire                        •«                  6,171,975  324,405  5,847,570 

Ten                        "                  4,115,280  236,100  3,879,180 

Twenty                  "                  1,626,560  199,820  1,326,740 

Fifty                       "                   1,863,050  392,650  1,460,400 

One  hundred          **                 2,945,800  755,100  2,190,700 

Fire  hundred          "                  1,118,500  366,000  752,500 

One  thousand         <*                 2,363,000  748,000  1,615,000 


^ 


$24,061,285      $3,357,834    $20,703,451 

The  actual  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  old,  or  non-registered 
emission,  exclusive  of  the  banks  whose  charters  have  expired,  on  the 

first  day  of  November  last,  was....  •• •• $881,404 

The  amount  of  the  same  class  of  notes  on 

hand,  was • $268,699 

Destroyed  after  November  1st  and  prior  to 

January  1st  1846 63,861  204,838 

Total  on  hand  and  in  circulation, '• $1,086,242 

The  entire  circulation  of  all  the  banks  in  the  State,  as  reported  to 

this  office  on  the  1  st  of  November  1 845,  was $21 ,375,369 

Deduct  notes  of  Banks  on  hand 2,258,862 

Active  circulation,  ••• •• ••••••••   $19,116,507 
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The  quarterly  atatements  required  to  be  made  to  ibis  office  by  all 
the  State  banks,  under  the  act  chapter  218  of  thelaiTra  of  1843,  have 
been  received  and  published  as  required  by  that  act.  The  statement 
for  November  last,  is  annexed  and  marked  No.  12. 

Summaries  of  the  bank  statements  at  different  periods  are  given  in 
the  following  tables. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  all  the 
Banks  of  this  State  on  the  \st  days  of  Nov.  1844  and  1845. 


RESOURCES. 


Loans  and  discounts^.  •..«•. 

Real  estate, • 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 

Stocks  and  promissory  notes,. 

Bank  Fund 

Loss  and  expense  account,... 

Over  drafts, « 

Specie, 

Cash  items 

Bills  of  solvent  banks, 

Bills  of  suspended  banks,.. .. 
Due  from  banks  and  Bankers,, 


LIA9IUTIES. 


Capital • 

Profits, 

Circulation, 

Due  Treasurer  of  the  State, «« 

Due  Canal  Fund, 

Due  depositors  on  demand,  ....... 

Due  individuals, 

Due  Banks, 

Due  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
Am't  due  not  included  in  above  items. 


Itt  Novtmbcr,  1844, 
14S  Banks,  2  brtocb- 
es. 


$73,905,900 

3,957,903 

8,419,624 

10,773,678 

321,105 

628,775 

112,194 

8,968,092 

6,047,528 

2,368,467 

136,670 

8,767,513 


Ist  November,  1645, 
148  buikc,  2  br'es. 


$119,407,849 


$75,177,011 

8,645,684 

8,181,746 

10,962,822 

236,268 

425,584 

133,242 

8,884,545 

5,947,585 

2,258,862 

14,462 

9,534,166 


$120,401,997 


^3,618,607 

4,4I3,:)30 

20,152,2)9 

687,287 

1,534,553 

30,391,622 

802,918 

14,431,103 

2,786,261 

589,449 


$119^407,349 


$42,845,428 

5,018,043 

21,375,369 

631,063 

1,581,330 

31,773,991 

759,259 

12,829,854 

3,002,649. 

585,011 


$120,401,997 
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The  charter  of  the  Dutchess  County  Bank  at  Poughkeepsie,  ex- 
pired on  the  first  of  July  last.  It  was  one  of  the. Safety  Fund  banks, 
with  a  capital  of  $600,000,  and  had  contributed  $24,456.66  to  the 
Safety  Fund.  An  association  has  been  formed  under  the  act  of  1838, 
authorizing  the  business  of  banking,  called  the  Merchants'  Bank,  with 
a  capital  of  $125,000,  which  occupies  the  same  banking-house, 
and  has  deposited  with  the  Comptroller  $108,000  of  the  stocks  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  as  security  for  the  circulating  notes  registered  in 
this  office  and  issued  by  tlie  new  bank. 

The  charter  of  the  Long  Island  Bank  at  Brooklyn,  another  of  the 
Safety  Fund  banks,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  also  terminated  on  the 
first  of  July.  An  association  has  been  formed  under  the  same  name ; 
and  the  Comptroller's  die  has  been  put  on  the  plates  of  the  old  bank, 
and  circulating  notes  have  been  prepared  and  registered  to  the  amount 
of  $134,000,  which  are  secured  by  $134,000  of  the  stocks  of  the  State 
of  New-York.  In  this  case,  the  transition  from  a  chartered  to  a  free 
bank,  seems  to  have  been  made  without  much  inconyenience  to  the 
public,  or  expense  to  those  interested  in  the  institution. 

Par  Redemptions  in  New- York. 

In  the  annual  report  from  this  office  in  1844,  (pages  61  to  63)  some 
suggestions  were  presented  in  favor  of  compelling  all  those  who  issue 
paper  money,  and  are  now  allowed  to  redeem  in  Albany  or  New-York 
at  half  of  one  per  cent,  to  redeem  the  same  at  par  in  the  city  of  New- 
York.  This  was  recommended,  not  only  as  right  in  principle,  but  as 
a  necessary  measure  to  correct  a  palpable  and  growing  abuse  on  the 
part  of  a  class  of  free  bankers,  who  were  establishing  banks  at  places 
remote  from  the  channels  of  business,  as  a  mere  cover  for  putting 
notes  in  circulation  in  the  principal  cities,  to  be  redeemed  by  the  is- 
suing parties,  at  a  discount  of  half  of  one  per  cent. 

The  Legislature  of  1844,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of, 
passed  a  law  requiring  in  each  case  of  establishing  an  individual  bank, 
that  at  least  $50,000  should  be  deposited  with  the  Comptroller.  This 
was  not  objectionable  to  the  principal  bankers  refeired  to.  It  cut  off  the 
small  shavers,  and  gave  a  monopoly  of  this  new  system  of  banking 
by  shaving  their  own  notes,  to  the  large  operators.    One  firee  bank, 
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operating  exclasiydly  in  Wall-streety  deposited  over  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  State  stocks  with  the  Comptroller,  and  obtained  an 
equal  amount  of  circulating  notes ;  not  to  be  used  where  the  bank 
was  nominally  located,  but  to  be  loaned  to  those  who  had  laborers  to 
pay  on  Saturday  night,  in  the  hope  of  shaving  every  one  who  had 
need  of  current  funds  on  Monday  morning,  out  of  one  half  of  one  per 
cent,  as  provided  by  statute.  It  certainly  would  frustrate  the  arrange- 
ments of  such  a  bank,  to  be  compelled  to  redeem  at  par  in  the  city  of 
New-York. 

It  is  said  to  be  unjust,  to  compel  one  class  of  banks  to  redeem  at 
two  places.  This,  however,  is  done  by  the  existing  law ;  and  the 
question  is,  whether  that  redemption  shall  be  made  at  par,  or  at  a  dis- 
count of  half  of  one  per  cent.  It  may  be  wrong  to  compel  the  banks 
to  redeem  their  notes  at  two  places  ;  but  it  cannot  be  right  to  allow 
those  who  make  the  currency,  and  who  are  bound  to  keep  it  equal 
with  gold  and  silver,  lo  secure  to  themselves  a  profit  by  purchasing 
their  own  currency  at  a  discount. 

Before  the  law  passed  for  redeeming  in  New^York  or  Albany,  at 
half  of  one  per  cent,  the  Revised  Statutes  imposed  a  severe  penalty 
on  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  banks  for  purchasing  their  own  paper 
at  a  discount.  The  29th  Section,  Title  2,  of  Chap.  18,  1  R.  S.  de- 
clares that : 

'*  No  corporation  having  banking  powers,  and  none  of  its  directors, 
officers,  agents  or  servants  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  purchase  or  be 
interested  in  the  purchase  of  any  promissory  note,  or  other  evidence 
of  debt,  issued  by  such  corporation,  for  a  less  sum  than  shall  appear 
on  the  face  thereof  to  be  then  due  ;  and  every  person  violating  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shall  forfeit  three  times  the  nominal  amount 
of  the  note,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  so  purchased.*' 

The  apprehension  that  a  redemption  at  par  in  New- York,  would 
send  back  the  notes  upon  the  bank,  and  leave  their  place  to  be  filled 
by  a  less  valuable  currency  ;  or  that  the  banks  thus  redeeming  at  par 
would  be  restricted  in  their  circulation  and  curtailed  in  their  profits, 
is  not  borne  out  by  the  experience  of  those  banks  which  have  for  a 
long  time  kept  their  notes  at  par  in  the  city  o(  New-York. 
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In  the  foUowing  table,  five  banks  have  been  selected,  which  keep 
their  notes  at  par  in  New- York,  and  five  with  corresponding  capitals, 
which  redeem  under  the  law  at  half  of  one  per  cent.  The  compari- 
son extends  to  four  quarters,  and  the  aggregate  circulation  for  the  year 

for  the  fire  banks  which  redeem  at  par,  is $3,329,975 

While  the  circulation  of  the  other  five,  is 3,232,218 

Excess  in  favor  of  par  redemptions, •  $97,757 

The  details  are  given  below  : 
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It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  currency  in  the  counties  of  the 
fiye  banks  which  redeem  at  par,  although  immediately  on  the  borders 
of  other  States,  is  in  all  respects  as  good  as  the  currency,  in  the  five 
counties  where  the  banks  are  located,  which  do  not  redeem  at  par ; 
thus  negativing  the  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  authorise  our  banks 
by  law  to  shave  their  own  notes  at  half  of  one  per  cent,  in  order  to 
have  a  good  currency. 

The  banks  incorporated  by  the  Legislature,  and  those  formed  un- 
der the  act  of  1838,  have  been  regarded  as  two  distinct  systems  of 
banking ;  and  at  times  a  strong  impression  has  prevailed  that  there 
was  something  inconsistent  with  the  public  good,  in  having  two  sys- 
tems for  creating  paper  money ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  come  to 
a  determination  as  to  which  was  the  best  of  the  two  modes,  and  adopt 
that  and  abrogate  the  other. 

So  far  as  the  banks  are  relied  on  for  a  currency,  there  is  no  marked 
distinction  between  those  created  under  the  different  modes.  The  in- 
corporated bank  issues  small  bills  and  large  bills,  and  the  free  bank 
does  the  same ;  and  those  interested  in  each  are  desirous  that  the 
great  mass  of  bill-holders  should  become  converts  to  the  doctrine,  that 
bank  notes  are  better  for  the  possessor  than  gold  and  silver  coin.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  relates  to  the  blessings  conferred,  or  the  evils  inflicted 
on  the  people  by  a  paper  currency,  the  free  and  incorporated  banks 
may  be  regarded  as  one  system. 

Formerly  one  class  of  the  incorporated  banks,  those  chartered  since 
1 829,  paid  a  certain  sum  into  the  State  Treasury  to  secure  all  the  cre- 
ditors of  an  insolvent  bank  against  loss ;  but  this  feature  of  the  Safety 
Fund  system  was  changed  by  the  5th  section  of  the  act,  chap.  247, 
of  the  Laws  of  1842,  and  now  and  hereafter  the  Safety  Fund  is  se- 
curity only  for  the  notes  in  circulation. 

The  securities  of  the  free  banks  in  the  hands  of  the  Comptroller 
are  pledged  only  for  the  indemnity  of  bill-holders.  Itere  again  the 
two  systems  are  alike,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  creditors  are  con- 
cerned. 

In  the  security  of  the  public  under  each  system,  our  experience  in 
the  failure  of  ten  safety  fund  banks,  and  about  three  times  that  number 
of  free  banks,  proves  that  the  contributions  of  half  of  one  per  cent 
annually  on  the  capital  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks,  has  thus  far  affcard- 
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ed  as  much  protection,  as  the  deposite  with  the  Comptroller  by  the 
free  banks,  of  a  sum  nominally  equal  to  all  the  bills  issued  to  them. 
It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  a  statement  under  the  head  of  insolyent 
free  banks,  that  the  loss  to  bill  holders,  on  the  supposition  that  all  the 
securities  had  been  stocks  of  this  State  and  bcxids  and  mortgages, 
would  haye  been  over  16  per  cent,  while  the  actuij  loss  has  been 
nearly  39  per  cent.  The  loss  to  first  holders  of  the  Safety  Fund 
notes  was  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  and  there  has  been  a  loss  of  about 
four  years'  interest  to  subsequent  purchasers :  Whereas,  in  the  ca- 
ses of  the  free  banks  the  securities  were  sold  and  proceeds  paid  to 
bill  holders  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  failure  of  the  bank. 

If  the  bank  fund  act  of  1829  had  provided  only  for  the  redemption 
of  circulating  notes,  as  is  the  case  with  the  act  for  free  banking,  all 
the  notes  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks  which  have  failed,  would  hare 
been  paid  at  par  by  the  contributions  made  to  the  Safety  Fund  from 
1831  to  1845.  And  if  the  present  plan  of  registering  notes  had  also 
been  in  operation,  the  result  would  have  been  still  more  favorable,  as 
fraudulent  issues  have  been  redeemed  from  the  Safety  Fund  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  only  securities  on  which  banks  can  be  established  under  the 
free  system,  are  bonds  and  mortgages  and  stocks  of  the  State  of  New- 
York.  If  the  chartered  banks  should  have  no  other  alternative  than 
to  associate  under  the  free  bank  law,  as  has  been  done  by  the  North 
River,  the  Fulton  and  Chemical  banks  of  New- York,  and  the  Long- 
Island  and  Dutchess  County  banks,  it  would  create  such  a  demand 
for  State  stock  as  might  interfere  with  the  extinguishment  of  the 
State  debt,  or  render  it  impracticable  to  obtain  the  required  security 
for  banking. 

Nothing  ought  to  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  payment  of  the 
State  debt  as  it  faDs  due,  and  all  necessity  for  an  increased  issue  of 
State  stock,  ought  to  be  removed.  Among  the  securities  for  circula- 
ting notes,  might  be  included  stocks  issued  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  gold  and  silver  coin. 

The  bill  holders  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks  might  be  amply  secured, 
by  the  payment  annually  into  the  Treasury,  of  a  sum  equal  to  half  of 
one  per  cent  on  the  capital,  during  the  life  of  the  charter ;  this  sum  to 
be  invested,  and  the  accumulations  added  to  the  fund,  and  held  by  the 
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Bute  as  trustee  for  the  bill  holder.  Under  the  present  bank  fiind  law, 
the  payments  continue  for  six  years  only,  and  the  accumulaticms  are 
distributed  annually  among  the  c<mtributing  banks,  unless  the  insol- 
yency  of  some  of  them  creates  a  necessity  for  a  different  distribution. 
In  addition  to  this,  security  might  be  exacted  for  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  the  per  centage,  on  the  delivery  of  the  circulating  notes  to  the 
ofBcers  of  the  banks,  and  such  a  provision  would  effectually  protect 
the  bill  holder  as  well  as  the  associated  banks. 

When  the  State  assumes  to  authorise  a  person,  or  associations  of 
persons,  to  stamp  paper  dollars,  and  literally  force  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  citizen,  in  exchange  for  his  labor  and  his  property,  it  is  an  in- 
cumbent duty  to  compel  the  manufacturer  of  the  currency  to  secure 
such  citizen,  against  loss ;  and  the  most  effectual  mode  of  doing  this, 
is,  for  the  Government  to  take  the  security  into  its  own  hands,  and 
hold  it  as  trustee  for  those  interested.  Both  the  Safety  Fund  and  free 
bank  systems  were  intended  to  secure  Uiis  object ;  and  though  they 
have  come  far  short  of  the  point  to  be  attained,  yet  it  is  believed  they 
have  afforded  better  protection  to  the  holders  of  the  currency  issued, 
than  any  other  plan  of  banking  on  this  continent. 

In  our  efforts  to  make  the  paper  issues  of  this  State  equivalent  to 
gold  and  silver,  or  as  nearly  so  as  practicable,  we  have  the  discouraging 
assurance,  that  if  our  bills  are  kept  at  par  in  New- York  city,  the  sur- 
rounding States  will  fill  all  the  business  channels  with  an  inferior  cur- 
rency, and  thus  defeat  all  the  efforts  to  protect  the  bill  holder  from 
loss.  The  fact  that  there  are  twenty-eight  separate  State  Legisla- 
tures, which  may  authorise  the  manufacture  of  paper  money,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  gold  and  silver,  instead  of  furnishing  a  reason  for  relaxing 
our  efforts  to  give  value  and  stability  to  our  currency,  ought  to  stimu- 
late us  to  increased  exertions,  in  the  hope  that  the  surrounding  states 
may  imitate  our  example,  and  secure  tot  hemselves  a  better  currency, 
instead  of  attempting  to  give  us  a  worse  one.  The  successful  stand 
taken  in  this  State  in  resuming  and  maintaining  specie  payments,  and 
in  upholding  State  credit,  shows  that  honest  principles  and  fair  deal- 
ing, not  only  have  their  reward,  but  also  have  their  influence  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  a  single  State. 

After  repudiating  the  British  form  of  government,  we  adopted  her 
paper  system,  in  a  form  much  more  loose  and  insecure  to  the  people, 
than  was  ever  tolerated  even  in  England.    In  the  State  of  New-York, 
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we  have  been  driyen  by  experience  to  exact  something  in  the  form  of 
security,  from  those  who  issue  a  paper  currency,  to  ensure  its  redcmp- 
tion.    This  was  the  principle  which  governed  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature  in  adopting  the  safety  fund  system  in  1829 ;  and  in  requiring  a 
deposite  of  security  with  a  Stale  officer  to  ensure  the  redemption  of 
the  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  1838.    And  when  it  was  foond  that 
the  possession  of  the  plates  of  a  bask,  enabled  its  officers  to  break  oyer 
tlie  limit  of  the  law  by  fraudulent  issues,  the  act  of  1843,  provided  for 
concentrating  all  the  bank  plates  in  the  bands  of  a  State  officer,  and 
prohibited  any  bank  in  the  Slate  from  issuing  any  note  to  constitute 
a  part  of  the  currency,  unless  that  note  was  received  from  the  Comp- 
troller, and  bore  evidence  of  having  been  countersigned  in  his  office. 

Within  the  last  eighteen  months,  essential  reforms  have  been  made 
in  regard  to  the  paper  currency  and  banks  in  England.  It  is  conceded, 
after  the  experience  of  more  than  a  century,  that  a  bank  with  paid  up 
capital,  and  the  obligation  to  redeem  its  promissory  notes  on  demand, 
when  connected  with  and  controlled  by  the  general  operations  of  busi- 
ness, does  not  afford  a  sufficiently  stable  basis  for  a  paper  currency. 
And  hence  a  proposition  has  been  made  to  the  British  Parliament 
and  adopted,  to  separate  the  issue  of  the  bank  notes  entirely  from  the 
business  operations  of  the  Bank  of  England,  limiting  the  issues  of  cur- 
rency at  all  times  to  the  securities,  consisting  of  government  stocks 
and  gold  and  silver  actually  in  the  possession  of  the  issuing  depart- 
ment, over  which  the  government  has  a  controlling  influence. 

By  an  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,,  passed  in 
July,  1844,  it  fs  provided  that  from  and  after  August  of  that  year, 
the  issue  of  promissory  notes  by  the  bank  shall  be  kept  wholly  dis- 
tinct from  the  general  banking  business  of  the  company ;  and  the 
business  relating  to  the  issue  of  bank  notes  shall  be  carried  on  by  the 
company  in  a  separate  department,  to  be  called  the  issue  department 
of  the  Bank  of  England.    To  ibis  department  is  to  be  transferred  go- 
vernment securities  to  the  value  of  fourteen  million  of  pounds,  and  also 
so  much  of  thegold  coin,  and  gold  and  silver  bollion,  as  shall  not  be  re- 
quired by  the  banking  department,  and  thereupon  there  shall  be  deli* 
vered  out  of  the  said  issue  department  into  the  banking  department, 
such  an  amount  of  notes  as,  together  with  the  notes  then  in  circulation, 
shall  be  equal  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  securities,  coin  and  bui- 
lion,  80  transferred  to  the  issue  department.    And  the  whole  amount 
[Assembly,  No.  25.]  10 
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ef  notes  in  circulatioa,  including  those  delivered  to  t&e  banking  depart* 
meoty  shall  be  deemed  to  be  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  seearitiea, 
coin  and  bullion,  in  the  issue  departoaent. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  position  of  the  Bank  of  Epgland,  it  ha» 
been  deemed  necessary  to  base  the  currency  issued  by  that  bank,  on 
securities  and  coin,  to  be  set  apart  for  the  redemption  of  its  notes. 

The  other  issuing  banks  in  England  and  Wales,  are  restricted  to 
the  average  of  their  circulatiott  for  12  weeks  preceding  the  27th  of 
April,  1844.    No  new  banks  of  issue  are  to  be  created. 

Thus  it  .will  be  seen,  that  in  England  the  paper  currency  has  a  fixed 
limit  for  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  only  expansion  aUowed,  beyond  thi» 
Kmit,  is  on  the  deposite  of  coin  and  bullion. 

The  acknowledgement  of  the  necessity  of  these  restrictkms  in  Eng' 
land,  whose  example  we  have  followed  too  libendly ,  in  creating  debt  and 
paper  money,  ought  to  admonish  us  of  the  necessity  of  new  ssrfe^guards  ^ 
and  our  own  experience  has  shown  the  unmeasured  evils  which  may 
be  inflicted  by  the  State  governments,  in  creatii^  banks  and  paper 
money  without  limit,  and  State  and  city  stocks,  without  naeans  to  re^ 
deem  them.  The  general  government  has  power  to  coin  money  and 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  but  it  has  never  attempted  to  limit  the 
amount,  or  to  regulate  the  value  of  paper  money  authorised  by  the 
several  States. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  State 
of  New-York,  should  give  the  full  force  of  its  example,  to  the  establish' 
ment  of  a  sound  currency,  and  the  honest  payment  of  State  debts  and 
the  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith. 

Free  Baiik^. 

The  whole  number  of  associations  and  individual  bankers  that  have 
deposited  securities  with  the  Comptroller  and  received  circulating 
notes  therefor,  under  the  act  to  authorise  the  businesa  of  bankingf 
passed  April  18,  1839,  is  one  hundred  and  thirleeiL  Twelve  of  the 
number  have  been  dosed  by  thekr  own  stoekheiders,  and  ibeir  circuhh 
ting  notes  redeemed  at  par  and  returned  to  the  Banking  Department 
except  the  sum  $9,768,  for  tha  redemption  of  whicb  f ttnd»  are  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  Comptroller. 
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(See  Schedule  No.  id.] 

Twenty-Mae  of  the  113  hwaks  before  referred  to  hare  been  closed 
by  the  Comptroller.    The  aggregatib  circalation  of  the  29  banks  at 

the  time  of  £ulure  was , • •1,233,374  00 

Amoant  redeemed  by  the  Comptroller, 1,205,823  00 

Leaving  the  outstanding  circulation,  •  • i27,551  00 

[  See  Schedule  No.  14.] 

There  are  seventy-two  associations  and  individual  bankers  now  in 
operation,  whose  aggregate  circulation  on  the  3 1st  December,  1845, 
was  96,442,045. 

The  securities  of  the  above  banks  in  the  hands  of  the  Comptroller 
consist  of 

New-York  State  4i  per  cent  stock, .  •  •  $218,876  56 

do            5            do             ...  2,135,113  53 

do            5i          do            ...  441,000  00 

do            6            do             •  •  •  465,592  00 

do  7  do  ...       544,880  00 

$3,805,462  09 

United  States,    5  do  ...       955,000  00 

do  6  do  •  * .         50,000  00  , 

105,000  00 

Indiana  State  stock, •.  $158,000  00 

Illinois        do            513,000  00 

Arkansas,    do           499,000  00 

Alabama     do           ^    34,000  00 

Michigan    do  500,293  60 

$1,704,293  60 

$5,614,755  69 

Cash  deposited, 22,436  10 

Bonds  uid  mortgages,  *•.«• ••    1,655,588  98 

$7,292,780  77 


CircuUtion  on  the  above, $6,442,045  00 

[See  Schedule  No.  15.] 
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Increase  of  New-York  State  stocks,  .  •  $740,556  71 

do        Bonds  and  Mortgages,  •  •  •  •       75,062  1 1 

do        Cash  on  deposite, 8,291  39 

$823,9ia  21 

Decrease  of  Indiana  State  stocks, $1 2,000  00 

do         Illinois        do            5,000  00 

do         Arkansas    do            •   •  • .  43,000  00 

do         Maine         do            40,000  00 

do  Michigan    do  1 5,000  00 

$115,000  00 

One  association  and  two  individual  bankers  have  commenced  busi- 
ness during  the  year,  viz  : 

Merchant's  Bank  in  Poughkecpsie,  (an  association ) 
Hungerford's  Bank,  Adams,  Jefferson  county. 
Kirkland  Bank,  Clinton,  Oneida  county. 

And  have  deposited  the  following  securities,  viz : 

Ne w*York  State  5  per  cent  stock, $30,000  00 

do  6  do  85,000  00 

do  7  do  68,000  00 

Bonds  and  mortgages, 25,000  00 

$208,000  00 

Circulating  notes  issued  on  the  above, $200,000  00 

The  Farmers'  Bank  at  Malone  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  at  Ulster, 
have  been  closed  by  their  own  officers,  and  an  amount  equal  to  the 
outstanding  circulation  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Comptroller,  in 
the  New- York  State  Bank,  Albany. 

The  Comptroller  holds  in  trust  for  insolvent  free  banks,  bonds  and 
mortgages,  as  follows : 

Bank  of  America,  •••.•••,.•••  $4,275  00  in  course  of  collection. 

Bank  of  Brockport, S,500  00        do  do 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  ••••   10,000  00 
Farmers'  Bank,  Seneca  county,  • .     3,500  00 

do  do  •  •        650  00  in  course  of  collection. 

The  mortgage  on  account  of  the  Merchanu'  Exchange  Bank,  for 
$10,000,  was  sold  at  a  master's  sale,  and  bid  in  for  the  Comptroller 
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at  95,000.    The  farm  has  been  neglected,  and  the  timber  col  oC 
and  probably  not  half  the  amount  of  the  bid  will  be  realised. 

The  mortgage  held  on  account  of  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Seneca 
county,  is  subject  to  a  claim  of  Geo.  W.  Stanton,  of  9639.98,  with 
interest  from  June  8,  1843. 

Both  of  the  farms  referred  to  were  recorered*  after  being  litigated 
in  Chancery,  and  the  latter  was  sold  by  the  Comptroller,  after  haying 
been  bid  in  at  a  master^s  sale. 

Insolyent  Free  Banks. 

A  statement  has  been  prepared  (No.  16}  giving  the  names  of  the 
insolvent  free  banks  closed  by  the  Comptroller,  the  amount  and  kinds 
of  stock  sold  in  the  case  of  each  bank,  the  amount  received  on  each 
kind,  and  the  total  of  the  whole,  with  the  percentage  obtained  from 
the  different  kinds  of  stock  :  also  the  sum  obtained  on  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  and  mortgages,  and  the  percentage  in  each  case, 

A  summary  of  this  table  gives  the  following  results  : 

9449,000  Indiana  State  stock  produced  9220,381  25  or  49^^  per  ct. 

239,000  Illinois             do        do  117,423  26  A9i/f  do 

170,000  Arkansas         do        do  103,445  00  58tVt  do 

79,000  Alabama         do        do  56,142  50  71i^,V  do 

66,000  Michigan         do        do  48,147  50  72^%^  do 

138,350  New-York       do        do  122,571  25  88tVt  do 

407,988  bonds  and  mortgages  do  2:5,261  00  69^,  do 


91,555,838  9953,871  75 


Average  per  centage  on  all  State  stocks,  other  than  New*York,  54|Vv 
do  do  including  New- York,  58//^ 

do  do  including   New-York 

State  stocks,  and  bdnds  and  mortgages,  61tW 

The  percentage,  if  all  the  notes  had  been  secured  by  stocks 
of  other  States  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  would  have  been  58^/y> 

The  percentage,  if  all  the  notes  had  been  secured  by  stocks  of 
New- York  and  bonds  and  mortgages,  would  have  been  •  •  •  •  88|Vr 
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Although  mortgages  taken  as  security  for  circulating  notes  were 
required  to  be  only  upon  improved,  productive,  unincumbered  lands, 
worth,  independently  of  any  buildings  thereon,  atleast  double  the  amount 
for  which  they  are  mortgaged,  the  result  proves,  that  on  a  forcpd  sale, 
the  average  value  of  mor^ges  given  by  19  banks  is  a  fraction  less 
than  70  cents  on  the  dollar.  In  all  cases  two  persons  were  selected 
by  the  Comptroller  to  estimate  the  lands  and  to  report  the  same  to 
him  tader  oath.  There  is  only  one  case  where  the  bonds  and  mon- 
gages  which  formed  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  at  its  first  or- 
ganization, have  been  sold  at  par,  and  this  case  is  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Orleans,  at  Gaines.  'A  single  mortgage  of  910,000,  pledged  as  secu- 
rity for  notes  of  the  Washington  Bank  of  New-York,  after  being  con- 
tested in  Chancery,  was  recovered  by  the  Comptroller,  and  sold  for 
912,660,  or  126  per  cent.  The  mortgages  received  from  Bank  of 
Lodi  produced  94^  per  cent. 

The  total  loss  to  bill  holders  of  29  banks  on  the  amount  secured  by 
mortgages  on  land,  has  been  9122,727. 

The  losses  on  Sute  stocks  have  been. 

On  Indiana, 9228,618  75 

lUinois, 121,576  76 

Arkansas, 72,555  00 

Alabama, 22,857  50 

Michigan 17,852  50 

Total  loss  on  Stocks  of  Other  Sutes,  .• 9463,460  50 

do  New-York  State  stock, 15,778  75 

Aggregate  loss  on  stocks  and  mortgages, 9601,966  25 

Statement  No.  17,  shows  the  amount  of  circulating  notes  outstand- 
ing, of  the  29  banks  closed  by  the  Comptroller,  and  the  money  on 
hand,  applicable  to  the  redemption  of  these  notes. 

The  total  amount  of  notes  outstanding, •  •   980,603  00 

Money  in  the  hands  of  the  Comptroller  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  same, , 23,612  67 

The  sum  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Comptrdler,  in  trust  for  the 
redemption  of  circulating  notes,  is  given  below,  vis : 
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In  the  Commercial  Bank,  Albany,  1  Sept.  1845, $24,023  69 

Manhattan  Company, •••••• 1,081  63 

New-York  State  Bank, • 1,061  60 

Merchants' Bank,  New-York, 518  62 

•26,685  48 


The  money  on  hand,  as  shown  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  Depart- 
ment, is  diminished  by  the  checks  issued  and  charged  on  the  books^ 
which  had  not  been  presented  to  the  bank  for  payment  in  time  to  be 
deducted  from  the  bank  statement  of  cash  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  Comptroller. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 


DOCUMENTS. 


(Na  1.  ) 
Debt  of  the  StUte. 
GENERAL  FUND  DEBT, 

State  Stock. 

Amount  issued  to  John  Incob  Astof,  per 

chap.  86,  Lawe  of  1632,  bearing  in- 
terest at  5  per  cent,  and  redeemable 

at  pleasure, • 8561,500  00 

Amount  issued  per  chapter  18,  Laws  of 

1840,  bearing  interest  at  5  per  cent, 

and  redeemable  1st  January,  1848,.       846,107  00 
Amount  issued  to  thovlthaca  and  Owego 

Railroad  Company,  per  chap.  295, 

Laws  of  1838,  and  chap.  344,  Laws 

of  1840,  viz: 

«  4^  per  cent  redeemable 

inl«58, |2S7,W0 

5^  per  cent  redeemable 
in  1865, 28,000 

315,700  00 

Amount  issued  to  the  Canajdiarie  and 

Catskill  Railroad  Company,  per  chap. ' 
240,  Laws  of  1835,  bearing  an  inter- 
terest  at  5  per  cent,  and  redeemable 
as  follows : 

1858 $100,000 

1859 50.000 

1860, 50,000 

200,000  00 

Carried  forward,.«4  ••«••••••  $M85|M7  00 
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Brought  forward, 


Amount  issued  to  the  New* York  and 
Erie  Railroad  Company,  per  chap. 
236,  LawB  of  1838,  and  chap.  296, 
Laws  of  1840,  tiz  : 
4^  per  cent  redeemable 

in  1859,  9300,000 
do  do  1860,  400.000 
do  do  1861,  1,200,000 
do  do  do  200,000 
do        do  1862,      900,000 


$1,425,307  00 


51 

6 
6 


•3,000,000 


•4,425,307  OO 


|m2 


tan  Annuities. 


Amount  of  annuities  payable  to  sundry  Indian  tribes, 
which  at  six  per  cent  would  give  a  principal  of. 


•  •  •  • 


122,694  87 


Tenq>oraiy  loans  to  the  Treasury. 

Comptroller's  bonds  payable  as  follows,  viz  : 
On  demand,. •  5  per  cent,* 


do 
do 
1844, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 
1852, 


6 

7 
7 
7 
7 

7 
6 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


•22,870  00 

63,618  59 

11,291  50 

115  50 

1,000  00 

12,000  00 

20,000  00 

467,000  00 


597,395  69 


Balance  due  the  Specific  Funds. 

Amount  of  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  General 
Fund  to  meet  the  balances  due  the  other  funds,  •  •  • 


740,151  78 
•5,885,549  24 


CANAL  DEBT. 

State  Stock. 

Erie  and  Champlain  canal,  viz  : 

Old  debt, •111,365  64 

Newdebt 341,474  52 

•452,840  06 

Erie  canal  enlargement, « •  •  9,933,000  00 

Oswego  canal,  •••  • 421,304  00 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal, 237,000  00 

Carried  forward, 1111,044,144  06 


NO.S50  6S 

Brought  forward, •11,044,144'  06 

Cbeniung  canal, 648,600  58 

Crooked  Lake  canal,   1^20,000. 00 

Clienango  canal, 2,420,000  00 

Black  River  canal, 1,544,000  00 

Genesee  Valley  canal, 3^794,000  00 

Oneida  Lake  canal 50,009  00 

Oneida  River  improvement, 09,276  13 

19,690,020  77 

CONTINGENT  LIABILITIES. 

Amount  of  State  stock  issued  and  loaned  to  the  follow^ 
ing  companies,  viz : 

Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  $793,000  00 

Auburn  and  Syracuse  Railroad  Com- 
pany,   200,000  00 

Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  Com- 
pany,   200,000  00 

Hudson  and  Berkshire  Railroad  Com- 
pany,   150,000  00 

Tonawanda  Railroad  Company, 100,000  00 

Long  Island  Railroad  Company, 100,000  00 

Schenectady  and  Troy  Railroad  Com- 
pany,   100,000  00 

Tioga  Coal  Iron  Mining  and  Manufac- 
turing Company, 70,000  00 

1,713,000  00 

Aggregate  amount  of  debt,  direct  and  contingent,  •  • .  $27,288,570  01 

—  ■■       .1 


(  No.  2.  ) 
STATEMENT 

Cy  moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending  30/A 

September ^  1845. 

On  account  of  the  General  Fund. 

Permanent  Revenue. 

Auction  duty, ^176,198  62 

Salt  duty,  (of  this  sum  there  has  been 
paid  u'om  the  Treasury,  for  expenses 

of  the  salt  springs,  (3 1,527.56,). .  •  1 32,024  84 

Cairied  forward,  •••••••••     •  308,223.  46 


Brought  £Drmird» »    $30^93  40 

Registers  and  clerks  fcesi  viz. : 
Register  in  Chancery, ••«•  ^1,254  94 
Assistant  do       ••••     6,633  37 

Clerks  of  the  Supremo 

Court,  Ncw-York^    8,481  85 
do  Albany,  ••     1,827  52 

do  Utica,  ••••     1,146  37 

do  Geneva,  ••        364  23 

Clerks  of  the  Chancery  Cir- 
cuits : 

2d  Circuit, 687  70  I 

4lh    do       .• 289  87  ^ 

5th    do       132  82  \ 

6th    do       6  32 

7th    do       173  55 

8lh    do       600  13 

Collected  by  county  treasu-  ' 

rcrs, 18,073  23 

$33,571  90 

Interest  on  arrears  of  comity  taxes, ...  5,184  58 

Tax  on  foreign  insurance  conipani'^s,  •  2,675  38 

Pcdlers  licen.^'cs, 1,750  00 

Iniercst  on  Treasury  deposites,  from 

1st  July,  1844,  to  1st  April,  1845,  .  5,842  29 

Fees  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 1,367  78 

Fees  of  the  Comptroller, 144  60 

Fees  of  the  Surveyor  General, 3 1  00 

Sales  of  general  fund  lands, 385  77 

359,176  96 

State  tax, 548,504  09 

Miscellaneous^  viz : 

Sales  of  Natural  History  of  New-York»  $326  80 

Escheats, 563  62 

Premium  on  Comptroller's  bonds  issued 

for  temporary  loans  to  the  Treasury,        10,753  50 

Sales  of  damaged  military  stores  by  toe 
Commissary*Gerieral,    • 3,170  94 

Sales  of  old  furniture,  &c ,  from  the 
Capitol  and  old  State  Hall, 142  64 

Costs  of  advertising  sales  of  lands  col- 
lected by  the  2Surveyor-General,  •  •  •  217  50 

For  stationery,  &c.  furnished  by  the 
Comptroller,  viz : 

Governor, $7  00 

Commissioners  of  the  Ca- 
nal Fund,  156  63 

•      Carried  forward,.. ••    •16»  5a     tlSilTS  00    •007.68105 


Bffwght  fiBrwan!,..     tieS  53     $l6aTf&  00     8«07,68I  05 

Register  in  Chancery, .  r        127  57 

Banking  Department, (in- 
corporated banks,)  in- 
cluding postage 138  CI 

$/i29  71 

H.  N.  Wales,  late  clerk  of  the  Assem- 
bly, for  balance  due  on  his  account 
for  moneys  advanced  to  hioi  for  con^ 
tingent  expenses  of  the  Assembly^*  •  107  42 

Erroneous  payments  from  the  Treasu- 
ry to  sundry  individuals,  refunded,  •  691  50 

For  costs  of  Attorney-General  in  case 

of  Smith  Cutter, 109  00 

Amount  advanced  la  J.  Denniston, 
agent,  for  annuity  lo  the  Cayuga  In- 
dians west  of  the  Mississippi,  re- 
funded.    1,700  00 

William  C.  Bouck,  late  Governor,  for 
unexpended  balance  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced to  hjm  for  apprehension  of 
criminals*  3  05 

H.  Denio,  late  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Utica,  for  unexpended  ba- 
lance of  moneys  advanced  to  him  for 
clerk  hire  and  office  expenses, 225  81 

A.  C.  Flagg,  for  postase  on  private  let- 
ters,    6  00 

Costs  of  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  col- 
lected by  the  Attorney-General, 
which  haa  been  previously  advanced 
to  him, 20  56 


Moneys  received  an  suitdry  accounts^ 

for  which  previous  advances  had  been 

madCf  or  which  were  subsequently  to 

be  paid  from  the  Treasury,  and  do 

not  belong  to  the  permanent  revenue 

of  the  General  Fund. 

Arrears  of  county  taxes, •  •  •  •       $36,31 2  90 

Sales  of  lands  for    do     1,342  64 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  in 

1&43, 71,768  79 

Temporary  loans  to  the  Treasury, , .  • .       478,973  10 
Banking  Department^  (free  banks,)  for 

expenses,   •••., 17,650  18 

Military  fines, •••••••  40  00 

Marsh  tax,  Jeflferson  county, •  •  624  32 


18,374  05 


Carded  foxward,   • $606,71 1  99     $926,055. 10 
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Brought  forward, $606,71 1  93     $926,055  10 

Marsh  tax,  Maaison  county, 52  64 

Caleb  Hopkins,  late  treasurer  of  Greene 
county,  being  the  proceeds  of  the  es- 
tate of  Jane  Phillips,  deceased,  for 

the  benefit  of  her  heirs, 220  92 

606,985  49 

Total  amount  of  receipts  on  account  of  the  Grcneral 
Fund; •1,533,040  59 

On  account  of  the  School  Fund. 

Capit€U. 

Principal  of  bonds  for  lands, $54,T74  78 

do            do          loans, 32,4T7  99 

do     loan  of  1792 3,199  09 

do        do       1808, 2,672  00 

First  payments  on  sales  of  lands,  ••  •  •  14,701  37 
Hedemption  of  lands  sold  for  arrears  of 

consideration • 3,149  68 

Amount  of  interest  paid  by  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  on  the  984,358. 15  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States, 7,287  34 

118,262  25 

Revenue. 

Interest  bn  bonds  for  lands, $44,580  58 

do            do            loans, 19,275  97 

do     loanofl792, 6,973  93 

do       do         1808 12,984  12 

do       do         1840 512  75 

Rents  of  lands  leased, •  • .  314  07 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,    •  •  •  • 4,382  74 

Interest  on  State  stock, 3, 119  59 

91,143  75 
Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the 

United  Sutes  Deposite  Fund, 1 65,000  00 

256,143  75 

On  account  of  the  Literature  Fund. 

Revenue, 

Dividends  on  bank  and  insurance  stock,      $13,278  79 
Interest  on  SState  stock, 5,886  08 

19,164  87 
Appropriation  from  the  income  of  the 

Carried  forward $19,164  87  $1,907,446  59 


No.  250  ^ 

Brotight  forward, $19,164  87  $1,907,446  59 

U.  S.  Dcposite  Fund, 28,000  00 

Amount  received  from  the  iocome  of  the 
U.  S.  Deposite  Fund  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  this  fund   . 
for  the  year,  on  account  of  payments 

to  the  Normal  School, 8,422  01 

55,686  88 

On  account  of  the  U.  States  Deposite  Fund. 

Capitid. 
Principal  of  loans, • 262,645  11 

Revenue, 

Interest  on  loans, $251 ,485  80 

First  payments  on  sales  of  lands,  •  •  •  •  •  7,081  17 

Principal  and  interest  on   bonds  for 

lands,    15,308  11 

Interest  on  State  stock, •••••.  82  50 

Amount  collected  from  mortgagors  for 
deficiency  on  sales  of  mortgaged  pre- 
mises by  the  Commissioners, 961  56 

274,919  14 

On  account  of  the  Bank  Fund. 

Contributions  by  the  banks, $33,700  00 

Interest  on  State  stock 2,500  00 

Interest  on  bond  uf  J.  Palmer, 140  00 

Sale  of  ( Astor)  State  stock, 20,000  00 

Sale  of  stock  issued  per  chap.  114, 

lawsofl845, 4,000  00 

60,340  00 

On  account  of  the  Mariner's  Fund. 

Moneys  received  by  the  Boiurd  of 
Health,  (under  protest,) 917,006  50 

Interest  on  State  stock, •  1,100  00 

Smith  Cutter,  late  Health  Commission- 
er, in  full  of  his  account,  per  chap. 
27  laws  of  1845, 13,830  25 

31,936  75 

On  account  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canal 

Fund. 

Tolls  Erie  canal, •s!;067,061  59 

Carried  forwani,   •2,067,061  59  92,592,874  47 


1 


BiM^fDnrinl, |B,M7,061  fi*  •8,592,874 47 

Tons  Champlam  canal, Il4,]9d  06 

do  Oneida  lake  canal  and  feeder,  •  •  488  6& 

do  Seneca  river  towing  path,  ••••••  406  94 

Rent  of  surplus  water,  ••  • 1,525  87 

First  payments  on  sales  of  lands,  •  •  •  •  •  J^954  S8 

Rents  of  lands, 104  00 

Sales  of  buildings  by  Uie  Canal  Com- 
missioners,   •  •  •  •  • •  •  •  671  50 

For  release  of  the  interest  of  the  State 
in  the  Fort  Edward  dam  and  feeder 

to  Timothy  Eddy, 250  00 

— — —    2,168,601  29 

On  account  of  the  Oswego  canal. 

Tolls, 50,716  83 

On  account  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal. 

Tolls, 27,384  82 

On  account  of  the  Crooked  Lake  canal. 

Tolls, 805  56 

On  account  of  the  Chemung  canaL 

Tolls, 19,042  20 

On  account  of  the  Chenango  canal. 

Toll 2^829  35 

On  account  of  the  Genesee  Valley  canal. 
Tolls, • 19,103  17 


On  account  of  the  Auburn  and  Rochester  Roil* 
road  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

jbnoqnt  due  1st  January,  1845,  to  cre- 
ate the  fund $4,000  00 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler's bonds,  1,112  72 

Principal  of  Comptroller's  bond,  • .  •  • .  335  1 1 

■  6,447  83 

Carried  forwaid* $4,926,805  49 


No.  ^0  '^ 

Brought  forward, •  •••• $4»926,805  49 

On  account  of  the  Tonaviranda  Railroad  Com- 
pany Sinking  Fund. 

Amount  due  Ist  January,  1845,  to  ere* 

ate  said  fund, '• $1,300  00 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptro^ 

ler*8  bonds,  •  •  • 370  66 

Principal  of  Comptroller's  bond, 126  15 


1,996  81 


On  account  of  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail* 
road  Compaoy  Sinking  Fund. 

Amount  due  1st  January,  1846,  to  cre- 
ate the  fund,  •••••••        $3,000  00 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptrol- 
ler*s  bond 830  83 

Principal  of  Comptroller's  bond,  •  •  •  •  •  251  31 


4,061  tii 


On  account  of  the  Tioga  Coal  Iron  Mining 
and  Manufacturing  Company  Sinking  Fund. 

Interest  on  State  stock  and  Comptroller's  bond, •  43  08 

On  account  of  the  Long-Island  Railroad  Corn* 

pany  Sinking  Fund. 

Interest  on  Comptroller's  bond, ... .  •• «••••  150  00 

$4,933,077  Oi 


(  No.  3.  ) 
STATEMENT 

# 

Of  warrantM  draum  an  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending  30M 

September f  1845. 

On  account  of  the  General  Fund. 

Salaries  of  the  officers  of  GoTemment,  viz : 

Governor, «•    •....•«  94.000  00 

Chancellor, 3,000  00 

Vice-Chancellor,    «  2|000  00 

Carried  forward, $9,000  00 

[▲Membty,  Na  S6.]  IS 


n 


90 

Brought  forwaitl, ...,•  tQ^OOO  00 

Assistant  Vicc-Chanccllor, .  • : 2,700  00 

Vice-Chancellor,  8lh  cireuit, 1,600  00 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ••••••  8,891  09 

Judges  of  the  circuit  courU,  • 1 2,651  50 

Attorney-General, l,Ono  00 

Reporter  of  ihe  Court  of  Chancery,  . .  600  00 

Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court, 375  00 

Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent 

of  Common  Schools • 2,500  00 

Comptroller, 2,500  00 

Treasurer, 1,500  00 

Surveyor-General,  ..•• 1,000  00 

Adjutant-General,  ......; 1,000  00 

Deputy  Comptroller, ....  1,600  00 

Deputy  Secretary,  and  clerk  of   the 

Commissioners  of  the  Land-Office, .  J  ,500  00 

Deputjr  Treasurer, 1,300  00 

Commissary-General, •  • . .  700  00 

Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor,  •  • .  600  00 

Judge  Advocate-General,  •  • .  • 150  00 

• 

Salaries,  clerk  hire  and  office  expenses 
of  the  Registers  and  clerks  in  Chan- 
cery and  tne  clerks  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  viz: 

Register  in  Chan'cy:  Salary,  $2^000  00 
Clerk  hire  and  office  ex- 
penses,   •  • .  •      2,520  00 

„     .  4,520  00 

Assistant  Register  in  Chancery  : 

Salary t2,637  00 

Clerk  hire  and  office  exp's,     5,000  00 

,  ,       , 7,637  00 

Clerk  of  the  2d  Chancery  Circuit  : 

Salary  and  office  expenses, « •  •  1,500  00 

Clerk  of  the  4th  Chancery  Circuit : 

Salary  and  office  expenses, • « .  1,200  00 

Clerk  of  the  5th  Chancery  circuit : 

Salary  and  office  expenses,  .••..•••  1,500  00 

Clerk  of  the  6ih  Chancery  circuit  : 

Salary  and  office  expenses, l  ,200  00 

Clerk  of  the  7th  Chancery  circuit : 

Salary  and  office  expenses 1,503  00 

Clerk  of  the  8th  Chancery  circuit : 

Salary, Jl,500  00 

Clerk  hire  and  office  ex- 
penses,        1,500  00 

3,000  00 

Carried  forward,  ••••  • $ 


rAjMBKBLT 


|50,967  G9 


•50,967  69 


No.  26.]  91 

Brought  forward, ;  • . .  •       $  ^50,967  59 

Clerk  of  the  ISupreme  Court,  New-York : 
Salary, 92,500  00 

Clerk  hire  and  office  expen- 
ses,   « 3,000  00 


Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Albany : 

Salary, $2,000  00 

Clerk  hire  and  office  ex- 
penses,        2,800  00 


5,600  00 


Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Utica : 

Salary 92,000  00 

Clerk  hire  and  office  ex- 
penses,       2,780  14 

Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Geneva : 

Salary,  91,894  51 

Clerk  hire  and  office  ex- 
penses,. •••• . 2,335  41 


4,800  00 


4,780  14 


4,229  92* 


41,870  06 

Clerk  hire  for  the  Comptroller's  office, 5,919  90 

do  Secretary's        do      2,822  74 

do  Attorney-Generars  do 800  00 

do  Treasurer's  do 800  00 

do  Surveyor-General's  do •  699  99 

do  Adjutant-General's   do •  •  • .  500  00 

do  Chancellor's  do 600  00 

Postage  of  official  letters,  &c.  viz : 

Governor, • • $436  16 

Comptroller,  • 920  54 

Secretary  of  State  and  Superintendent 

of  Common  Schools, 1,503  56 

Treasurer,  ••• • 144  24 

Attorney-General, ..  •  • 150  72 

Surveyor-General, • 80  93 

Adjutant-General,  • • ••••  223  65 

Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court 64  50 

3,524  30 

Legislature,  pay  of  members  and  officers,  ••••••••.         81 .65 1  00 

Court  of  Errors,        do  do  26, 1 93  90 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislature  and  public 

offices,  • • • ••..  15,006  32 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court, 1,062  58 

do            do               Court  of  Chancery,  ••••  1,010  00 

Governor's  messenger, • 723  00 

Carried  forward, 9233^651  88 


9%  i 

Brought  forward, » $238,651  38 

Advance  to  the  Governor  for  incidental  expenses  of 

Government,  ••••.••••••••• 4i4  55 

Expenses  of  the  State  prisons,  viz  : 

Transportation  of  convicts,  • 13,545  07 

Apprehension  of  escaped  convicts,  •••  46  86 

Travelh'ng  expenses  of  the  agents,  •  •  •  100  38 

Pay  of  inspectors  of  the  M.  P.  prison,  863  15 

14,555  46 

Indian  expenses,  vis : 
Annuities  to  sundry  tribes,  (this  sum 
includes  1 1,700,  being  the  annuity  to 
the  Cayugas  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  was  advanced  to  J.  Denniston, 
agent,  and  by  him  refunded,  it  hav- 
ing been  twice  paid  from  the  Trca- 

sury,).. $9,161  67 

Attorneys  and  agents,  ••••••. 403  20 

Incidental  expenses, 60  00 

Support  of  a  school  at  Onondaga,  •  •  •  •  50  00 

9,674  93 

Advance  to  the  Governor  for  apprehension  of  crimi* 

nals, 680  00 

Interest  on  the  General  Fund  State  debt 45,335  26 

Interest  on  temporary  loans  to  ihe  Treasury, 31,31 1  42 

Interest  on  IState  stock  issued  to  railroad  companies, 
viz 

New-York  and  Erie, ^167,500  00 

Ithaca  and  Oweco,  .  • •  •       ^14,486  50 

Canajoharie  andCaUkill, 1 0,000  00 

191.986  60 

Printing  for  the  State, 51,763  74 

Assessments  on  property  belonging  to  the  State,  • .  •  •  848  27 

Survey,  appraisment,  &c,  of  public  lands, 562  06 

Deaf  and  dumb,  for  support  and  instruction  at  the  N. 

York  Institution, 16,930  69 

Blind,  for  support  and  instruction  at  the  N.  Y.  Insti- 
tution,   11,132  04 

College  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  New- York,  •  •  •  •  500  00 

Commissary's  Department,  •  •  t 1 4.733  37 

Brigade  inspectors, * 4,476  00 

Courts  martial, 8,068  90 

Gun  houses, •  •  • 540  00 

Keepers  of  arsenals, .  •  •  • • . .  •  175  00 

Costs  of  suit, 9 2,149  97 

County  clerks,  for  services, 45  90 

Wolf  bounties, 105  00 

Kent  and  taxes  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  Governor,  1 ,096  77 

Carried  forward,  .../« •640J67  21 


BiMglit fomtid, .•••     9640,767  21 

Slate  library,  viz : 
On  account  of  the  annual  appropriations, 

$2,500  00 

Librarian's  compensation »••••••.  54;)  70 

Assistant  do  do         •••  342  48 

Contingent  cxpei^scs,* « 1,710  97 

6^97  161 

Supreme  Court  library,  on  account  of  appropriation,*  1»802  04 

Expenses  of  the  Capitol,  viz : 

Repairs,  cleaning,  &c., » $2,88.'>  49 

Superintendent's  compensation, 100  00 


Expenses  of  the  State  Hall,  viz : 

Repairs,  cleaning,  &c., • *••      $1,176  62 

Superintendent's  compensation, 365  00 

Repairs,  dec,  of  the  old  State  Hall,  «*•• •••• 

Expenses  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  .viz : 

Salaries  of  officers*  .  •  •  • : .  •  • »     $3,850  00 

Managers  expenses, •  •  •  * 30  57 

Apprehension  of  fugitives  from  justice, 

Premium  on  silk, • • 

Agricultural  societies,  on  account  of  the  $8,000  annu- 
ally appropriated  for  the  term  of  five  years, • 

Hospital,  New-York, • •  •  •  • 

Foreign  poor,  New-York, 

Orphan  Asylum,  New-York, ...••..•... 

Orphan  Asylum,  Prince-street,  New-York, 

Committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Canal  and 
Banking  Departments, • 

Bounty  on  coal, • • •••• 

Bounty  on  gypsum,   • • . 

Bounty  on  lead, 

Bounty  on  empty  casks, • • .  •  • 

Expenses  of  the  Geological  Museum, • 

Intrusion  on  Indian  lands, ••• •• 

James  Minor,  his  annuity,- ••••.••.. •  • 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  their  compensation  and  expenses  of  mes- 
sengers,   • • 

Expenses  of  the  Onondaga  salt  springs,  ••••••••••. 

Miscellaneous,  viz: 

Trnnsportalion  of  the  Session  Laws, 
Journals  and  Documents  of  tlio  Legis- 
lature, to  the  several  county  clerks, 
and  boxes  to  contain  the  same, $459  61 


2^985.49 


1^1  69 

177  16 

3,880  &7 

5,381  84 

8,139  53 

6,55s  50 

22,500  00 

10^000  CO 

500  00 

500  00 

1,045  50 

73,525  41 

4,246  40 

80  60 

530  62 

431  87 

51  40 

60  00 

3,024  98 

31,527  56 

forwaid^ $459  61     $818,8&5  44 


94  [Amxkmut 

Brought  forward, •459  61     $818,355  44 

Expenses  of  the  circuit  judges  in  holding 
courts  oat  of  the  districts  in  wbicii  they 
reside, 152  32 

For  sundry  copies  of  the  Radii  furnished 
the  deaf  and  dumb  persons  of  this 
State  by  Levi  S.  Backus, 200  00 

For  statements  of  conviction,  sentence, 
iccy  in  certain  cases  of  murder  fur- 
nished the  Governor  by  the  circuit  jud- 
ges   441  87 

Surrogates,  for  copies  of  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, &c.,  .•••«••••••••••••  15  19 

For  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court,  &c., 
transmitted  to  other  states  by  the  Go-' 
vernor,  •  •  •  • • 48  00 

H.  H.  Bremner,  for  his  services  and  ex- 
penses in  keening  the  transfer  books 
of  the  New- York  and  Erie  railroad 
State  stock, ..••.••••  534  50 

Sheriff  of  Erie  county  for  reports  of  con- 
victions,    36  00 

Oneida  Indians,  for  interest  on  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  Missionary  lot 

in  Westmoreland, 92  62 

1,979  61 

Amount  of  permanent  expenses,  ••••••••» • .     $820,335  OS 

Special  appropriations  and  temporary  expenses^  viz  : 

Geological  survey, $61,622  07 

State  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  erection  of 
buildings, 28,000  00 

New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ap- 
propriation for  1845, 5,000  00 

New-i ork  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  appropriation  for  1845,  •*••••        5,000  00 

Mount-Pleasant  prison,  on  account  of 
stone  furnished  for  the  new  State  Hall,     17300  00 

Clinton  pnson,  for  erection  of  buildings,      56,848  38 

^  Roads,  viz : 

Carthage  and  Lake  Champlain, 

$4,335  50 

Through  School  Fund  lands 
in  Clinton  and  Franklin 
counties, • ••  42  93 

Carried  forwaid,..  $4,378  43  $174,270  45    $820,335  66 


No.  86.]  96 

Broughtforward,*.  tl^STS  43  •174,270  46   •820,336  06 

Lake  Champlain  to  Clinton 

prison, ISa  20 

4,608  63 

Discoverers  of  forfeited  estates, *  •  226  27 

Purchase  of  Indian  lands,  .1 767  69 

Expenses  of  military,  &c.,  called  into 

service  to  aid  sheriffs  in  the  execution  of 

their  duties,  viz  : 

Columbia  county #33,41 2  26 

Delaware  county,  •«•••*••     11 ,692  26 

46>104  61 

Improvement  of  the  Cayiiga  and  Seneca 

canal, 7,176  83 

Amount  refunded  to  purchasers  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  consequence  of  failure  of 
title, 180  33 

Hugh  Maxwell,  commissioner  in  relation 
to  the  Rensselaerwick  manor, t  206  00 

Treasurer  of  Rockland  county,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  in  depositing 
money  received  for  State  lax  in  the 
Manhattan  Bank, 8  80 

John  Romeyn  Brodhead,  agent  to  pro- 
cure and  transmit  documents  in  Eu- 
rope in  relation  to  the  colonial  history 
of  this  State,  in  full  for  his  services,*        1,390  98 

W.  H.  Grant,  for  extra  services  in  the 
Adjutant-General's  office, 10000 

A.  C.  Archibald,  for  extra  services  in  the 

Adjutant-General's  office, 100  00 

Addison  (lardiner,  for  assisting  district 
attorney  by  the  direction  of  the  Go- 
vernor, •• 60  00 

Thomas  Farrington,  late  Treasurer,  for 
attending  the  committee  of  the  Iiegis- 
lature  to  examine  his  accounts, 69  42 

Erection  of  a  flaff  staff  on  the  Capitol 
and  expenses  of  a  flag, 241  91 

L.  McPherson,  for  his  services  in  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  old  State  Hall  and 
Geological  Museum •••••  100  00 

John  Willard,  for  services  of  his  son,  in 

the  Treasurer's  office, 300  00 

Treat  and  Allen,  for  services  under  a 
canal  contract, •  •  212  60 

Josiah  Barber,  fcnr  a  judgment  against 
the  Agent  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,         3,348  83 

Carried  forward, $238,361  1 6     $820,336  06 


Brought  fbmt?d, tOM^SOl  15    $820,335  05 

John  H.  T.  Smiih,  for  release  of  certain 
premises  in  the  city  of  New-York,..  1,677  17 

A.  Keyser,  for  seryices  in  the  office  of 

Canal  Appraisers* #••••••••  400  00 

Surveyor  General,  far  expenses  of  eelN 
ing  property  at  Oswego, 18  88 

Transportation  of  copies  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  com- 
mon schools,  to  the  several  counties, 
and  boxes  for  same, ••••    ••»«««w**  483  00 

Transportation  of  packages  in  relation  to 
the  census,  and  boxes  for  same,  •  •  •  •  08  63 

H.  R.  Seymour  &  Co.  for  amount  of 
advances  and  interest  on  same,  made 
by  the  Receiver  of  the  Bank  of  Buffalo, 
to  pay  the  compensation  and  mileage 
of  the  officers  of  the  Court  of  Krrors 
for  attendance  at  the  term  held  at 
Buffalo  in  1841, 688  18 

James  B.  Spencer,  for  his  services  and 
expenses  in  taking  the  census  of  the 
St.  Reffis  Indians, «••...  •  84  00 

Michael  Francisco,  for  his  claim  for 
bounty  lands  as  a  revolutionary  sol- 
dier.  «...<»  830  00 


I** 


$241,874  51 


Moneys  paid  out  of  the  Treasury ^  on  sundry  accounts^ 
which  had  been  previously  received^  or  were  sub* 
sequently  to  be  received^  and  are  not  actual  expen* 
ses  of  government. 

County  Treasurers,  for  county  taxes,     $22,441  44 
Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  county 

taxes  refunded  to  purchasers, «       62,608  17 

Erroneous  payments  for  taxes  refunded,         1,891  12 
Banking  department,   for  free  banks, 

viz : 
Engraving,  printing,  paper, 

office  expenses,  &c.....   89,374  89 
Compensation  of  Registers,      2,500  00 


■Mite 


11,874  89 


Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  for 

balance  due  on  one  half  of  the  pro« 

cccds  of  the  State  tax  assessed  in  the 

year  1843, 2,3(i0  02 

Temporary  loans  to  the  Treasury,  •  • .  7,240  28 


M* 


Carried  fonrard ei08,31&  93  $1,062,309  60 


No.  25.]  97 

Brought  forward, S108»316  92  $1 ,062,209  66 

Temporary  loans  to  the  Treasury  from 

the  Canal  Fund  in  1837,  in  full, ....     61 7,385  06 

Marsh  tax  Jefferson  county, 223  05       < 

Expenses  of  military,  &c.  called  into 

service  to  aid  the  sheriffs  of  the  fol* 

lowing  counties  in  the  execution  c^ 

their  official  duties,  viz  : 

Delaware tl2,846  54 

Columbia, 1,138  50 

Ulster, 1,764  43 

Schoharie,  .••  * 2,846  00 

Cattaraugus, 691  21 

19,286  68 

Mahala  Griffin,  for  amount  of  her  share 

of  moneys  paid  into  the  Treasury  by 

Joshua  Lamb,  administrator  of  the 

estate  of  William  Griffin, 200  50 

John  Ij.  Harris,  for  services  and  ex- 

1>enses  of  surveying  and  locating  the 
ine  of  division  and  boundanr  between 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Warren,*  •  1,113  26 

746,525  4T 

Total  amount  paid  on  account  of  the 

General  Fund, tl,808,735  08 

On  account  of  the  School  Fund. 

C<qntal. 

Loan  to  Jefferson  county,  •••••••••••  t2,300  00 

do.     Orleans  county 2,000  00 

do.    Warren  county,  •  •  • 1,500  00 

Surplus  moneys  on  resale  of  lands  re- 
funded,   65  12 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  arrears  of 

consideration  refunded  to  purchasers,  211  21 

6,076  83 

Revenue, 

Common  School  dividends, $275,010  00 

Shinecock  Indians  (per  chap.  15  Lavrs 

of  1845.) 80  00 

Diffest  of  the  Common  School  system, 
for  the  several  school  districts,  and 
county  superintendents, ** .         4,056  94 

Carried  forward, $279,146  94  $1,814,81 1  86 
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66  [A 

fironght  forward, $279,146  94  $1,814,811  36 

Crroneous  payment  of  interest  on  the 

loan  of  1792,  refanded, 32  70 

do  do  on  a 

mortgage,  refunded, 146  00 

Surveyor  GeneraPs  expenses  in  attend* 

ing  sale  of  lands,  and  for  adrerising,  38  38 

^ 279,364  08 

On  account  of  the  Literature  Fund« 

Revenue. 

Dividends  to  academies, .  •     $40,000  10 

do.  do.        for  books,  • .  •  •  1 ,536  00 

On  account  of  appropriation  to  Normal 
School,  ($8,422.01  has  been  refund- 
ed from  the  income  of  the  U.  S.  Dep. 
Fund,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue  of  the  fund  in  conse- 
quence of  this  charge  upon  it,) 13,200  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Regents  of 
of  the  University, 860  78 

Delaware  academy,  for  one  year's  in- 
terest on  $4,825  of  State  stock  held 

in  trust  for  said  academy  • 289  50 

— d5|876  38 

On  account  of  the  United  States 

Deposit  Fundi 

Revenue. 
School  Fund,  for  Common  School  divi- 
dends,      $165,000  00 

Literature  Fund,  for  distribution  among 

academies, 28,000  00 

do.  for    deficiency  in  re- 

venue of  said   fund  on   account   of 
payments  for  Normal  School,  •••••«  8,422  01 

University  of  New  York,  ••••..••*..♦  9,000  00 

Geneva  College, 6,000  00 

Medical  Institution  of  Geneva  College,  1,000  00 

Hamilton  College, 4».....         3,000  00 

Albany  Medical  College, 1 ,000  00 

Eye  Infirmary  New  York, 000  00 

Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary, «  2,300  00 

District  School  Journal,  for  distribution 
among  the  organized  school  districts 

of  this  State, * 2,800  00 

Pay  of  deputy  superintendents  of  com- 
mon schools  in  the  several  counties,       14,089  78 

-II  I  I    ■     *      M 

Carried  forward #240,61 1  79  #2,160,061  76 


No.  ft5.J  99 

Brought  forward t240»61 1  79  $2,150,051  76 

ABsessments  on  properly  bid  in  for  the 

State, • 2,263  05 

Excess  of  interest  received  by  the  coun- 
ty  commissioners,  refunded,  • 776  20 

Disbursements  of  county  commis- 
sioners,   • • •  147  50 

Priming, 18  70 


243,817  24 


On  account  of  the  Bank  Fund. 

Redemption  of  bills, t57.042  00 

Pebu  of  banks,  • . . .  • ^ . .        69,488  39 

Interest  on  bank  fund  stock, 1,272  78 


127,803  17 


On  account  of  the  Mariners'  Fund. 

Juvenile  Delinquents, $6,000  00 

Marine  Hospital,  Suten  Island, 5,000  00 

New- York  Dispensary, 1,600  00 

Northern  Dispensary,  New- York,  ••••  1,500  00 

Eastern  Dispensary,  New-York, 1,500  00 

Salary  of  the  Secretary,  and  expenses 

of  the  Commissioners  appointed  per 

chap.  289,  Laws  of  1 840, 500  00 

On  account  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canal 

Fund. 

Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  for 

revenue, $2,196,010  79 

Miscellaneous, 1,104  88 


16,000  00 


2,197,115  67 


On  account  of  the  Oswego  Canal. 

Comissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  for  revenue, 50,71 6  83 

On  account  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  Canal. 

Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  for  revenue, 27,384  82 

On  account  of  the  Crooked  Lake  Canal. 
Commissioners  of  ihc  Canal  Fund,  for  revenue^ 805  56 

On  account  of  the  Chemung  Canal. 

Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  for  revenue, 19,042  20 

Carried  forward 14,832,737  25 


100  [Abbembly 

Brought  forward, $4,832,737  25 

On  account  of  the  Chenango  Canal. 
Commiisioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  for  reTenae, 22,829  35 

On  account  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal 
Conunissioners  of  the  Canal  Fand,  for  rcTonae 19,103  17 

On  account  of  the  Auburn  and  Rochester  Rail- 
road Company  Sinking  Fund. 

Comptrc^r's  bond, 5,663  31 

On  account  of  the  Tonawanda  Railroad  Com- 
pany Sinking  Fund. 

Comptroller's  bond, 2,066  59 

On  account  of  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail- 
road Company  Sinking  Fund- 
Comptroller's  bond, 4,243  20 

•4,886,642  87 
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(  No.  5.  ) 

Amount  of  *'  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Public 
Offices''  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1845,  as  per  report, 
is, $15,006  32 


The  charges  to  each  department,  and  the  "  prominent  items  "  which 
make  up  this  sum,  are  as  follows  : 

Assembly, 

Amount  delivered  by  Mr.  Tifft,  consisting  of  the  usual  articles  of 

stationery  used,  dec 91,788  75 

Amount  advanced  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Assem- 
bly, and  the  following  are  some  of  the 
items,  per  vouchers : 

Newspapers,  ••••••« 9743  37 

Document  boards, 153  59 

Pen  knives, 842  00 

Messengers  and  attendants, .         622  50 

Postage, 123  95 

Binding  Documents, 548  00 

Sundries 1,373  43 

3,906  84 

$B,695  69 

Senate, 

Amount  advanced  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  and  the  fol* 
lowing  are  some  of  the  items,  per  vouchers : 

Newspapers, 9288  66 

Messengers  and  attendants, .         586  00 
Binding  Documents,  dcc.>  •  •         254  22 

Penknives, 86  88 

Postage 21  46 

$1,237  22 


Sundries, 722  78 


1,960  00 


Court  of  Errors. 

Amount  delivered    by  Mr.  Tifit,    stationery-^probably 
three-fourths  paper, •• 904  00 

Capitol  and  State  Hall. 

Fuel  for  the  Capitol  and  the  Public  Offices,  including  ex* 
penses  of  sawing  wood,  carrying,  piling,  &c 1,992  34 

Carried  forward, * **•••  $10,551  93 


No.  96.]  106 

Brought  forward,. •  ••••••• • $10,551  93 

Legislature. 
For  senrices  and  ezpenses  of  sundry  persona,  •  • 1,148  12 

Ptiblic  Offices. 
Engraving  and  plan  of  State  Hall,  dec.  • 109  19 

Comptrollef^s  Office. 

For  printing  blanks  and  circulars,  binding^fumiture,  clean* 

ing,  dec $302  75 

For  stationery,  dec.  delirered  by  Mr.  Tifit,  .        200  68 

■         508  88 

Secretaries  Office. 

For  printing  blanks,  binding,  furniture,  dec.  •       8767  12 
For  stationery,  dec.  delivercMl  by  Mr.  Tifit,  •  •         11 1  45 

878  57 

Attorney 'GeneraCs  Office.         ^ 

For  candles,  cleaning,  dec.  •  •  •  • $32  55 

For  stationery,  dec.  delirered  by  Mr.  Tifit,  ^  65  13 

97  68 

Survey or^GeneraVs  Office. 

For  printing  blanks,  dec.  dec.  •  • $58  43 

For  stationery,  dec.  delivered  by  Mr.  Tifil,  •  •  12  44 

70  87 

Treasurer's  Office. 

For  furniture,  printing,  binding,  cleaning,  dec.      $446  17 
For  stationery,  dec.  delivered  by  Mr.  Tifft,  •  •  61  25 

— — —        507  42 


Adjutant-GreneraPs  Office. 


% 


For  printing,  dec.  dec ..%      $586  78 

For  stationery,  dec.  delivered  by  Mr.  Tifft,  •  •  64  38 

— — —        651  11 

Sundry  Offices. 

Stationery,  dec.  furnished  the  Register,  Clerk  of  Supreme 
Court,  Canal  and  Banking  Departments,  which  is  to  be 
refunded,  ...«• 488  05 

$15,006  82 

[Assembly  No.  26.]  14 


106 


AMnaaa 


! 
1 


"^ 


-I  I 


6 


S!  a   •> 

III' 

•9 


.11 


I, 


5*5 '^i  si 

'^S'2  8  *  o  e  g  « 
^_S  S  a  o  5  •*  S  •• 


•9 


8 


;»^!3 


«  5  8  8  K^  3 


1^" 


g  6 

,9.S 


«> 

fe 

8 


s 

a, 
I 


CO 


e« 


9Q 
H 

P 

Z 

o 


? 


ii      i 


^•1 


f 

•c    -c 


■  ^  .«**irtB«*  A^hMI^^M 


Jt   !  J   I   J  ' 

:  :  :88  :  ■ 

•   •   •#»   trt   • 

Sill!; 
ftliil: 

:  1  !§g !  ■ 

1    •    ••-«    • 

i  1  ;§  is  1 

•  •  •  ^  •      • 

•     wm*     t           1 
I      •     •            •           t 
til           •           • 

:5SSSSi3S2:S;;SS:SiS38S? 


888 


§PI§!g§Si§l§g§ES8 

^    ^  «?  •»  *  •» 


SSS68egSS|S8gS 


•  mmio   ;«e«e«mnc«M_eimne«e( 


'"SSiJSSSSSSSSSS^SSSS 


ii-; 


illlliiMllil 


iM 


No>aOi] 


107 


I 


8  i 

<eQ    n 


•  Sc4     (S 


8 


•J    •ccc 


•  O'C) 

*$ 

:32 

•  t* 

•lO 

«  ^ « 

• 

• 

:  :  :S  :  r  1 

II*      I  • 

:S  :  :  ! 

i§ii! 

:  :    i  : 

•    •        11 
II         11 

)    1    • 

83S  :  ( 


•*  n.#  I 

WI-*      I  I 

•  9 

•  I 


8 


I 


8*4     iQ     th- 


CO 


£• 


3 


2S 


:§§ll  ;§§§§§i§§§  iiti  :§§§§l|§§  :§§i§ii  :!§§§§ 


ietvao'4*   » <<••  M  09  01  et  •^  CO  Ol  ^   •e«e« 


^coM^eoeiMO   « n ci '-•  m e« C9    •«xte^r9<w 


s 


.COM         M         •^'^     M  e«  lo     f-4        o<     d         •^e« 


V^B*B>aM«. 


8  :SS  :|!S328S§SSc^ogS:S3|;?S^gS£:SS||SSS2S^S79^S 


>etc9r»«   •e«*«>^^'-*^e9^^   icoe*   •99Me«M^ot«*««   •  ^ e* v^ #9 •>« c9   •■«««ci^ 


•rtt^ooecnei^aDOM^aDOjoai 


ro 


«oeco«^so«oo*e-ro» 


.^     ••«  pi^  V*  (^  *«  m  a^ 


106 


[Ammmmmlt 


i 


^  jtt  oi  CO  -^^  id 


« 

■ 

• 

• 

« 

1 

• 

p 

1 

Ll  i^»  I 

.•^1       .s|. 

• 

s |s  s  s  »  s 

a  g  2     ^  5.0  25 

0   2   <>   «         Jl   « 

Q©        (©;r:©o 
P  P  a      ^  ©^  c  0 

C    0    «    fl    V.2    B 

0    S  ^    ©    *"  ^    © 

OOcoOScnO 

««««««<• 

^2  ««•«•<•«•«• 

6          00 

00        0 

• 

•       • 

1          •      •          • 

_eo      00        i 

1              0>        00          .   OP    . 

HW         HB 

•        HN                           HM      HP* 

r«  0  •-•  e«ooo^ 

OO-^O'-^OtOt^-^OO 

88828S8  ! 

•  0000  o<^oo  0 

8S||^8| i 

!ooQOioaocoo9 

iiOOOOOOOCCOO) 

fli                             ^                             ^        1 

>(or«ooGiff-«iooi«-«« 

00 

^"                             ^"                             ^^        1 

1                                                                                                                             ^^          ^* 

1* 

^M       t  1*  f*  fr*       •       •       < 

*0       I                               •       t       1 

>l^««l**tll«t 

• 

1            II            ••••»' 

et 

^^         •                                       •         •        4 

)            If            •      •      ■     1      • 

)             •      •            •      f      f      •      • 

lO 

88S88  : 

;SS 

'88  \ 

:8  : 

l^i§^  I 

88 

;8  ; 

#k 

^k              M 

CO  pH      I 

>cO     < 

• 

GO 

^»            9 

CO            1 

< 

CO 

»      t      1 
•      ( 

1     t     i 
)      1     1 

1        1        4 

t      1      1 
1      t      < 

1     i      ( 
)      •      1 

1       •       1 

;  i  i 

1        • 

1      • 
1      • 

1        9 

1      • 
1     I 

t      ft 

1     t 
1     I 
1      ■ 
»       • 

:  i 

1       I 

H 

1      •       1 

1      • 

-< 

/     ~        ' 

>     • 

< 

Ik 

1      ■      • 

2 

'       *    r" 

-8  : 

tMDo 

1  ss-s 

►  S,t  ©    .-go 
!  5  0  a  >.c  »« 

S     tm     «ShSS     k 

1  •>=««)     ki     ft«     SB  f-^'  C0      BB 

"-t-^ 

-<j 

-<-«« 

-^ 

impq 

impq 

ipq 

10 

Iff 

lU 

•u 

^u 

^0 

N0.S6.] 


109 


^  10  «5  a  *«  i-« 
V  o  ^  c  ^  o 


9 


OB 

O 

a 


8 


3 
o 

0.0«0    CLO    O.^    CI«0    O    ttfi.E*0 
O    q>   O    0)  a>   OJ  Q) 


5  2 

V  c  a>  c        o  c 
*j  ©  ^  o        *5  o 


a>  «  o 

-  S  2 


I 


a 

o 


o 

ST 

s 

a.  o  o 

o 


*•       «• 

«• 

«•       w 

«• 

2      •"     •• 

«• 

«• 

w       w       «• 

«•      ^ 

«•*•*• 

«•       *■ 

«• 

w         «• 

«• 

«•     M      « 

« 

«• 

w     w     ^ 

^      «• 

w 

M   w   M 

oo 

•  o  o 

•  o    < 

'      o 

o    < 

•  O     " 

1       o 

'OO 

•OO  o 

^4    v^ 

•  ^"1  r^ 

1  v^       < 

1           ^^ 

1  ^"t       1 

\           w^                1 

1   f-<   ^N 

1  f*^    ^4    ^N 

*       • 

1      •       • 

1        • 

1              • 

•        J 

1         *         ' 

1                   • 

1      •       * 

p       •       •       • 

OQO 

HN    ' 

t  00  t^ 

100     < 

'-_.  « 
••^_ 

r-    ; 

1^    I 

:    ^^  < 

jODOO 

HM       I 

ir^Qo  lo 

00  -• 

CO 

^  c« 

r* 

0)  O  lO  o 

wm 

c«o  « 

C«^ 

eo 

00  *-4  G9 

^ 

• 

. 

^* 

o  o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o  o 


ooo 

O  lO  o 


OOOiQQpOOpOOOOO 
O-^OC^OOOOOOOOO 


OC0OOi0^OOC9i0OQ0^i0000»OO0Di0OOiOO 

§co  o  lo  CO  00  o  o  <o  c^  lO  lo  ^  o  o  ^  o  o  r*  o  o  r^  o 
eO  O)   CO -^  O  O  01   00  1-4  G«  1^  »-•  "^  00  T^      <^<^COO 


lO 


£8S 

^  O  lO 

o>  o  r^ 


09 


■ 


•  •  •  •  •  •  t  •  f  f  it^  ir«  I  I  I  •  •  I  I 

•  •■ttttllll     •     lllllll 

•  •••••fiiii     «     viifiia 


to 

lO 


88S 

o  to  o 
r*  t^  o 

r-<  01  ^ 


o 
5 


^  00  o 

ooo  o 

CO  r*  O 
«  .-I  o 


S8^^ 


o  r* 


O  O  f-i  00  o 
O  CI  lO  i-i  lO 
O)  CO  C«  lO 


CO 


00 

o 

00 

0!) 


•  o 


110 


[Asflduur 


I. 


a.  o  o-ae  a.  o  o 
-^  "^  '^  "^  — .  "^  '^ 


ST 

s 


*      Q> 

COO 


0)  T3 

c   ce 
t»   O 


jxoooooooo 

_  ^Q  ^3  ^3  *^3  T3  *5J  ^O  T3 


o  oo 

•   •  • 

c:  e«  eo 


(O    09 

00  00  O 


o 


c*^ 


o 

•       •   • 

O  f«  00  aO  O^  «-« 


00 


8Q  a>  o  o  o  o 
O  *1*  o  o  o  o 

O  O  lO  o  o  o  o 
o  o  CO  o  o  r*  o 

^  O  ^  ^  04  Ot  O 


;o 


CO 


•  o»  c«    • 

•  o  —    • 

«0I  00     • 

•  r*  o    • 

•  (O  CO     • 

lOOOOOOf^OOt 

e9QO««OOCtOO 
O  O  O  01  Ol 


Oi  n"  ^  •-* 


c*  ♦>•  o  o> 

O  CO  i^  o 


ot      o      et 


« 


001 

(Of 


e*! 


o« 


;  14 


I  •  • 

•  I  •  I 
t  I  •  I 

•  •  •  ■ 


•  ^  •* 


;o 


t 
t 


•     I 


10 

00 
CO 


o 
o 


000 

sis 


00 

o 


O  CD  O 
O  P  O 

r^  01  o> 

•k         »         •> 

09  ^  00 


^ 
r* 


82S8 

a  —  o  o 

09  CO  O  9) 

CO  C«  00  00 


09 

o 

09 


en 


ee  S 

^  c  eo^  c  -T  c  J«  4* 
O   fli    o    O  -C    o    o 


—  03  V  ^ 

«  O'  ce  5  1. 

a  c  o  o  ^ 

£  «  S  «  2P 

^mm    ^am  W  **  a^ 


1 


12    1^"^ 


o 


o    ^    ^    *^ 

.2  V   c0   es 


PHfU^PHtfd40^CfiCCCQCCGQGGGCHhPt?i>(^ 


No.  8ft.]  HI 

Albany, -'^The  debt  of  Albany  city  is  made  up  of  a  loan  of  its  ere* 
dit  to  the  Western  rail  road  for  $850,000  and  a  similar  loan  of  8342,- 
849  to  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson  Rail  Road  Company.  The  sum  ad- 
Tanced  on  assessments  for  improving  the  Albany  basm  9103,684.98  ; 
leaving  the  debt  created  for  school  houses  and  city  purposes  generally 
$322,149.89.  The  original  loan  on  account  of  the  Western  rail  road 
was  one  million  of  dollars.  The  interest  on  this  stock  is  paid  by  the 
company,  and  a  Sinking  Fund  is  established  which  already  amounts 
to  $150,000. 

Broo^/yn.— «The  statement  of  the  debt  of  Brooklyn  was  taken  from 
a  newspaper,  and  no  other  particulars  were  obtained. 

New-York, — Almost  the  entire  debt  of  the  city  of  New-York,  was 
contracted  in  bringing  the  Croton  water  into  the  city.  •  In  addition 
to  the  debt  of  $12,308,251,  there  is  a  debt  of  300,000  to  be  paid  by 
taxation,  in  sums  of  $50,000  for  each  year  from  1846  to  18S1,  both 
inclusive.  There  is  also  a  floating  debt  of  205,000,  being  the  excess 
of  expenditures  of  the  last  year  over  the  revenues  received. 

Schenectady. — While  the  debt  of  Schenectady  is  put  down  at  $12,- 
700,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  city  property  is  valued  at  $20,000. 
The  interest  on  the  debt  amounts  to  $821  annually ;  but  the  city  is  in 
the  receipt  of  about  $1,320  annually  from  rents  reserved  on  perpetu- 
al leases  and  dividends  on  bank  and  bridge  stocks,  leaving  a  surplus 
of  near  $500  annually. 

Troy. — Of  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Troy,  $611,700  is  on  account  of 
the  Schenectady  and  Troy  rail  road.  Of  this  debt,  $263,000  bears 
an  interest Df  7  percent,  the  principal  is  payable  in  annual  sums  of 
$20,000  in  each  successive  year,  commencing  in  1847.  There  are 
bonds  at  6  per  cent  for  $262,700,  and  among  these  is  included  $100,- 
000  of  stock  loaned  by  ihe  State,  redeemable  in  1 867,  for  which  the 
Comptroller  holds  the  bonds  of  the  city.  The  residue,  $162,700,  is 
payable  at  various  periods  from  1847  to  1867.  By  the  act  chapter 
92  of  the  Laws  of  1843,  the  Common  Council  is  required  to  raise  an- 
nually by  tax  $20,000,  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt. 
The  interest  is  also  required  to  be  raised  by  tax. 

The  debt  for  the  waterworks  amounts  to  $117,000 ;  the  revenue 
from  which  pays  interest  and  expenses,  and  something  more. 

The  debt  of  Troy  is  large  and  its  taxes  high,  but  an  excellent  and  ef- 
ficent  system  of  finance  has  been  adopted,  which  will  pay  the  debt 
within  a  resonable  period  and  preserve  the  credit  of  the  city.  The 
tax  of  1845  embraces  $40,000  tor  the  payment  of  interest^  and  $20,- 
000  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt. 
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(  No.  10.  ) 

Rail  Road  Office,       > 
Hudson  f  January  3(i,  1845.  > 

Hon.  a.  C.  Flago»  Comptroller, 

Sir: — ^The  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail  Road  Company  has  failed 
to  pay,  as  required  by  the  act  of  April  28th,  1840,  the  $3,000  into 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  reasons  following : 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  said  company  found  it  necessary  to  make 
some  permanent  repairs,  during  this  winter,  up<ni  a  portion  oi  the  road, 
and  to  provide  some  new  passenger  cars,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
sustain  the  operations  of  the  road  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  State 
bonds  the  coming  year.  The  income  of  the  road  the  past  season, 
although  somewhat  exceeding  that  of  the  previous  year,  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  meet  such  required  outlays,  and  also  pay  the  sum  due  to 
the  Sinking  Fund. 

Had  the^Legislature  of  this  State  protected  their  own  interest  ii> 
this  road,  and  prevented  the  Western  rail  road  from  constructing  an- 
other road  along  side  of  it,  the  income  would  not  only  have,  at  all 
times,  met  the  demands  of  the  State,  but  would  have  paid  fair  divi- 
dends to  the  stockholders :  but  instead  of  this,  the  State  abandoned 
the  road  to  the  "  tender  mercies"  of  a  powerful  foreign  corporation, 
and  authorized  that  corporation  to  destroy,  as  far  as  it  could,  her 
own  lien  and  the  properly  of  her  own  citizens.  Still,  notwithstand- 
ing the  oppressive  action  of  the  State,  the  directors  have  hitherto 
met  all  the  requirements  of  »aid  act  up  lo  this  period.  They  now 
find  that  the  money  intended  for  the  SinkiiiffFund,  must  be  laid  out 
on  the  road,  or  the  road  must  be  given  up.  They  intend  applying  to 
the  I^egislature  as  soon  as  convened,  to  have  the  payments  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  suspended  for  two  or  more  years,  in  order  to  place  them- 
selves in  a  better  condition  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  State.  The 
interests  of  the  Sate  and  of  the  stockholders  will  both  be  promoted 
by  such  a  suspension,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  readily  be  granted. 

If  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  make  any  communication  respecting  this 
subject  to  the  Legislature,  please  state  our  reasons  and  intentions. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  FAIRFIELD,  Preiident. 
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(  Na  18.  ) 
STATEMENT 

Showing  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  tf  the  State  pr 
sons  during  the  year  ending  September  30/JC  1S45. 

Auburn  Prisou. 
Dr. 

John  Beardsley,  Agent,  in  account  for  general  suffforU 

1844.  Oct.  1 .    To  balance  due  the  State, $5,082  3 1 

1845.  June  1*    To  cash  received  from  the  ibUowing 

sourceSi  Tiz : 

Coopershop, 1,919   29 

Toolshop, 3,953   60 

Carpet  shop, 7,893   2:) 

Hame  shop, • 2,642  65 

Shoeshop, 2,850  40 

Tailor  shop 2,623  27 

Cotton  wearo  shop, • 688  J2 

Cutler's  shop, 5,747  02 

Pumpshop, • 415  80 

Optic  sliop 257  30 

Muchine  shop,  •.•••••« •••••  2,257  55 

Button  shop, 2,145  30 

Cabinet  sbop^  * • 4,07;)  99 

Silksliop, 1,480  32 

Fire  wood»  •••• 10  00 

Convicts^  deposites, 30  54 

Visiters, 979  29 

Prison, 718  34 

$44,618  32 
Or. 

By  monthly  accounts  of  expenditures  for  general  sup- 
port, as  per  Touchcn  auoited  and  allowed, 

•32,619  28 
By  cash  paid  to  R.  Chappel,  agent, 11 ,776  85 

44,896  13 


«■ 


Leaying  a  balance  due  the  State  of $222  1 9 


Dr. 

Rtttsell  Chappel,  Agent,  in  account  for  general  support. 
1846.    June  1.      To  cash,  John  Beardsley,  late  Agent,  91 1,776  85 
Sept  30.   To  cash  from  the  following  sources, 

viz  * 

^'^:                              Cabinet  shop, • 1,642  86 

^'             ^                     Machine  sliop, • •  1,350  75 

Shoe  shop, , 1,456  98 

Hame  shop, « •  1,357  37 

Tool  shop, 690  12 

Cotton  weave  shop, 268  37 

Cutler's  shop, 4,095  25 

Tailor's  shop, 933  74 

oOS                                Pump  shop, 52  35 

Cooper's  shop,  •••«. 1,043  99 

Carpetshop, ••  1,113  30 

m                             *  Silk  shop, 634  03 

l^                               Convicts'  deposites, • •  •  •  •  •  4  60 

liK^                                Vi.^iters, 1,053  ]8 

>^i                                Prison, 777  93 

Ij^                              Stone  shop, 100  00 


i.rt 


V  $28,351  67 

hi 


5) 


By  monthly  accounts  of  expenditures  for  general  sup- 
port, as  per  vouchers  audited  and  allowed, 20,982  1 8 


i^  Leaving  a  balance  due  the  Sute  of  • •     97,369  49 

^>-  — 

3' 


Mount-^Pleasant  Prison. 
Dr. 


^  William  H.  Peck  in  account  for  general  support, 

f ;          1 844.    Oct.  1 .    To  balance  due  the  State, $5,196  66 

1845.    Sep.  18.  To  cash  received  from  the  following 

sources,  viz : 

State  Treasury, 13,800  00 

Stone  shop  and  quarries, 10,936  89 

Provision  account, 649  78 

Coopershop,    • 5,937  83 

'                                  Boot  and  shoe  shop, • • .  6,134  30 

'^                                  Carpet  and  rug  shop, 10,453  53 

'^                                  Saddle  hardware  shop, 5,355  38 

^                                  File  shop, 14,271  37 

Hatsbop, 8,909  86 

Carried  forward, • 976,644  60 
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Brought  forward,  ••  • ••••  f76,644  59 

Toyshop 293  80 

Slate  shop, «  372   11 

Smith  shop, « 09  93 

Visiters, • 19  50 

Postage  and  stationery, 3  75 

Convicts'  account, 39  71 

Paint  sliop, # •  27  00 

Furshop 4 3.998   14 

Srikshop, 1,488  53 

House  ami  farm, «•• 662  72 

•83,609  78 
Cr. 

By  monthly  accounts  of  expenditures  for  general  sop- 
port,  per  vouchers  audited  and  allowed,.  883,338  59 

By  cash  paid  H.  P.  Uowcl,  successor  in  % 

office, 19  15 

83.357  74 

Leaving  a  balance  due  the  State  of  ••••••••  •        9252  04 

Dr. 

Hiram  P.  Rowel,  Agent,  in  account  for  general  support. 
1845.     Sept.  18.  To  cash  received  from  Wm.  H.  Peck, 

late  agent,. ...  • ..« $19  15 

30.  To  cash  received  from  ^)Ute  Trcas'y,       4,000  00 
To  cash  received  from  stone  shop  and 

quarries, 45  13 

To  cash  received  from  convicts  ac- 
count,   • 03 

$4,064  33 
Cr. 

By  expenditures  from  ]8lh  to  30th  September,  1845,  for 

general  support,  per  vouchers  audited  and  allowed,  •  •       2,486  60 

Leaving  a  balance  due  the  State  of  ••••••••  •     $  1 ,577  73 
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Clinton  Prison* 
Dr. 

Ransom  Cook,  Agent,  in  account  for  general  support,  &c. 
1845.    Dec.  10.    'I'o  amount  of  cash  advanced  from  the  Treasury, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chap.  S45,  of  the  Laws  of  1844,  and 
chap.  70,  of  the  Laws  of  1845, 979,857  57 

Cr. 

By  accounts  and  vouchers  audited  and  tillowcd  for  the 
purchase  of  mines,  land,  erection  of  buildings,  gene- 
ral support,  &c «  68,029  88 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  agents  hands  of  • .  • .    $  1 1 ,827  69 

^^™^  ^*^*  *^—  ^'^^^•^■^ 

The  appropriations  for  the  establishment  of  this  prison  have  been 
as  follows,  viz : 

To  test  the  practicability  of  manufacturing  iron  with  steam  power, 
generated  by  heat  escaping  from  the  Catalan  forge,  establish  the  pri- 
son, purchase  mines,  land,  &c.,  by  chap.  245  of  the  Laws  of  1844, 

^0,000  00 
To  erect  buildings  and  for  general  support,  by  chap.  70, 

of  the  Laws  of  1845, 75,000  00 

9105,000  00 
Of  which  the  agent  has  drawn  as  above  stated, • .      79,857  57 

Balance, 925,142  43 


■• 


The  balance  of  9 11, 827. 69  above  atated  to  be  in  the  agent's  hands, 
was  probai  ly  expended  in  the  month  of  November,  in  closing  up  the 
building  operations  of  the  season*  and  for  winter  supplies  for  ihc  pri- 
son, accounts  and  voucliers  for  which  have  not  yet  been  rendered. 


I 

(  No.  19.  ) 
Clerks  in  the  Public  Offices. 

Amooni  paid  for  clerk  hire  during  the  year  ending  30th  Sept.  1 845^ 
Omptrotter'e  Ogke. 

£itrm  Salsnei.  Totd* 


Peter  Keyser,  book-keeper, $900  00 

Homer  R.  Phe!p8, $40  00        800  00 

HcnryTiflt, 800  00 

Peter  Hasbrouck, 40  00        700  00 

Jetur  Gardiner, 40  00        700  00 

E.  W.  Graham 40  00        600  00 

Edmund  Sloan, 40  00        600  00 

John  T.  Marshall, 550  00 

H.F.Flagg, 69  90 


$200  00  $5,719  90 
$5,919  90 


•a 


Banking  Department,  {/^^^  banks,) 

W.  W.  Van  Zandt,  book-keeper,* . .  $900  00 

George  Hnnford,  register,  ••••••••  800  00 

Charles  Callender,    do     800  00 

$2,500  00 

Secretary's  Office* 

Samuel  S.  Randall,  General  Deputy 

of  Supermtendent  of  Commom 

Sdiools $999  90 

Jolin  Cuyler, 48  50        800  00 

Henry  P.  Nugent 42  50        800  00 

Daniel  Campbell, • 41  75 

R.  R.  Stetson, 42  00 

HenryMcKay, 54  00 

$222  75  $2,599  99 
— $2,822  74 

TVeasurer^s  Office. 

C.P.Fay, $466  68 

S.D.Enos, 266  66 

J.T.Marshall, 66  66 

$800  00 
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, Attorney 'OeneraPi  Office. 

H.M.Hyde, tTSS  34 

E.F.Smilh, 66  66 

$800  00 


Survey oT'OeneraVe  Office. 
3.  B.  Jones, $699  99 

Adjutant'GeneraTs  Office. 

W.H.Grant, $176  01 

A.  H.  NiTen 91  43 

▲«  C.  Archibald, 233  56 

$500  00 
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[Thit  docniiMiit  is  refetnd  to  inth*  Report  u  Na  S.] 

(  No.  20.  ) 

BOUNTY  ON  SALT. 

Comptroller's  Office,    > 
Albany,  December  12,  1845.  > 

The  first  section  of  the  act,  chapter  184  of  the  Laws  of  1848,  pro- 
vides that  '*  a  bounty  shall  be  paid  upon  salt  manufactured  in  this 
State  as  follows : 

"  1 .  Upon  each  bushel  of  salt  delivered  at  West  Troy,  or  Albany, 
or  at  the  Junction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  seven  cents  and 
six  mills." 

The  fourth  section  of  said  act  provides  that  the  Comptroller  shall 
make  the  necessary  rules  and  prescribe  the  proper  evidence  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  rules  and  the  nature  of  the  evidence  prescribed  by  the  Comp- 
troller on  the  12th  of  May,  1843,  being  adapted  to  the  canal  transpor- 
tation and  requiring  the  evidence  of  the  weigh  locks  and  the  affidavits 
of  masters  of  boats,  &c.,  it  has  become  necessary  to  make  new  regu- 
lations in  regard  to  salt  transported  by  railroad  ;  and  on  the  applica- 
tion of  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  manufacture  and  transporta- 
tion of  salt  to  tide  water,  the  following  rules  are  prescribed  by  the 
Comptroller. 

To  obtain  the  bounty  on  salt  reaching  tide  water  by  railroad,  it  will 
be  necessary, 

1 .  That  the  owner  or  transporter  of  the  salt  should  make  out  a  sepa- 
rate bill  of  lading,  specifying  the  number  of  barrels,  and  the  bushels 
of  66  pounds,  or  the  number  of  bags  and  bushels. 

This  bill  should  be  signed  by  the  owner  or  transporter,  and  accom- 

Eanied  by  his  statement  under  oath,  that  all  the  salt  contained  in  the 
ill  of  lading  had  been  inspected  b^  the  inspector  of  salt,  or  ope  of  his 
deputies,  giving  the  brand  of  the  mspector,  and  also  of  the  manufac- 
turer ;  and  stating  also  that  the  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel  of  56 
pounds  had  been  paid  to  the  State. 

This  affidavit  may  be  taken  before  the  canal  collector  or  any  judge, 
commissioner,  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  Onondaga  county. 

The  bill  of  lading  thus  prepared,  must  be  presented  to  the  canal 
collector  at  Syracuse,  who  will  certify  thereon,  that  he  has  examined 
the  salt,  and  compared  the  same  with  the  bill,  and  finds  it  correct ;  that 
he  has  taken  an  account  of  the  salt  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  toll 
thereon,  and  that  the  amount  of  toll  to  be  paid  to  the  State  on  the 
quantity  contained  in  the  bill  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $  [Here 

insert  the  amount.] 

2.  When  the  salt  included  in  the  bill  of  lading  arrives  at  Albany  or 
Troy,  it  is  necestiiy  to  get  firom  the  freight  agent  of  the  railroad  compa- 
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nj  a  certificate  in  'the  fdlowing  fonn,  to  be  annezed  to  the  bill  of  lading 
and  papers  referred  to  in  No.  1,  or  copies  thereof,  yerified  by  the  oath 
of  the  treight  agent  as  true  copies,  ris : 

Albakt  CoinfTT,  11. 

being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that 
he  is  freight  Agent  for  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson  Kailroad  Company, 
that  there  was  leceired  at  Albany,  by  the  aboye  named  road,  the  fol- 
lowing parcels  of  salt : — 

barrels  containing  Statute  busheb. 

Bushels      •*  *♦         " 

Bags  "  "  " 

and  that  the  number  of  parcels  and  quantity  described  abore  is  correct, 

as  per  the  original  bill  of  lading,  of  which  the  accompanying  is  a  tnie 

copy,  and  that  the  san^e  was  deiifcred  to  at 

on  the  day  of  184  . 

Swam  before  me,  this         I 
day  of  184    .» 

When  the  papers  are  thus  prepared  and  authenticated,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  bait  Springs  will  pay  to  the  owner  or  transporter  of  the 
salt,  whose  name  appears  in  the  bill  of  lading,  or  on  his  written  order, 
a  bounty  at  tlie  rate  of  se? en  cents  on  each  bushel  of  56  poimds. 
The  amount  paid  to  the  State  for  duties  at  tlie  salt 
works  and  for  toll  to  Albany,  on  each  bffahel  of  56 

lbs.  of  salt,  is • 8cU.  2  mills. 

Amount  of  bounty  refunded  to  manufacturer, 7  *'    6    ** 

Leaying  to  the  State  a  reyenne  of....  •»»•  ,•••••••••  6.miUs. 

The  duties  on  tolls  paid  to  the  State  when  the  salt  is 

transported  on  the  railroad,  amottnt  to 7c.    6m.  8(r. 

By  allowing  a  bounty  of  7  cents,  the  State  retains  the  same  reyenoe, 
6  mills  per  bushel,  as  if  the  salt  came  to  tide  water  on  the  canal. 

A.  C  FLAG6, 

CamptfvUer. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  26. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  20,  1846. 


REPORT 


Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Abial 

Payne. 

Mr.  Burnell,  from  the  committee  on  claims^  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Abial  Payne,  asking  for  a  law  whereby  he  can  recoyer 
damages  sustained  by  him  in  the  construction  of  the  Eaton  Brook  re* 
senroiry 

REPORTS  i 

That  from  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition,  it  tippears  that  in  the 
years  1835  and  1836,  in  the  construction  of  the  Eaton  Brook  reser- 
Toir  in  the  town  of  Nelson  in  Madison  county,  it  became  necessary  to 
construct  a  catch  water,  93  rods  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  across 
the  farm  of  the  petitioner,  taking  from  him  for  canal  use  a  stream  of 
water  appropriated  by  him  to  the  flowing  of  about  ten  acres  of  mea- 
dow lands,  and  removing  the  surface  of  about  four  acres  to  the  depth 
of  from  four  to  sixteen  feet  to  construct  the  embankment  to  the  reser- 
voir, damaging  the  petitioner's  orchard  and  substantially  destroying  a 
saw-mill  and  clothing  establishment  located  near  him.  It  also  appears 
that  in  1835,  the  damages  of  his  neighbors  were  ascertained  by  the 
State  appraisers,  his  own  being  deferred  on  account  of  the  incomplete 
state  of  the  embankment.  In  1886,  and  after  the  completion  of  such 
embankment,  the  petitioner  went  to  Hamilton,  where  the  appraisers 
were  understood  to  be  in  session,  with  a  view  to  the  appraisal  of  his 
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own.  They  had,  howerer,  left  for  Utica,  though  it  was  understood, 
to  be  absent  but  a  abort  time,  and  did  not,  in  point  of  fact,  again  re- 
turn during  that  year.  In  1837  he  called  on  the  appraisers  and  was 
told  by  them  that  the  time  authorized  by  law  for  the  presentation  of  his 
claim  before  that  board  had  expired.  These  facts  appear  to  be  au- 
thenticated satisfactorily  to  the  committee,  and  they  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
abUl 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORIC 


No.  27. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  20,  1846* 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims^  on  the  petition  of  SimeqQ 

Rogers. 

The  committed  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Simeon  Rogers  for  a  re-appraisal  of  damages  sustained  by  him,  caused 
by  the  construction  of  a  dam  across  the  Chenango  riyer,  and  tha 
dirersion  of  water  from  his  mills,  for  the  use  of  the  Chenango  canal, 

REPORT : 

That  it  appears  from  the  petition  referred  to  the  committee,  and  by 
other  proof  produced  before  them,  that  the  petitioner  is  the  owner  of 
a  grist  mill,  saw  mill  and  carding  machine,  situated  on  the  Chenango 
river,  at  Chenango  Forks,  and  was  the  owner  of  the  same  prior  to, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  Chenango  canal,  until  which 
time,  the  same  were  well  supplied  with  water,  and  were  profitably 
used  through  all  seasons  of  the  year :  That  in  1836,  a  dam  was  con* 
structed  by  order  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  across  said  rirer,  a 
short  distance  abore  his  mills,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Che- 
nango canal :  That  the  said  dam,  being  constructed  within  the  petition* 
er's  mill  pond,  the  water  of  the  pond  was  drawn  off  by  order  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  his  mills  rendered  entirely  useless  for  several 
months  during  the  construction  of  said  dam ;  that  for  the  average  pe- 
riod of  about  three  months  in  each  year  since  the  erection  of  said 
dam,  the  said  mills  have  been  entirely  useless,  in  consequence  of  the 
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water  of  laid  river  being  wholly  diverted  during  such  period,  by  the 
said  dam,  into  the  Chenango  canal,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  and  that 
the  petitioner  has  sustained  much  damage  by  reason  thereof,  not  only 
in  the  loss  of  business  during  such  periods,  but  being  unable  to  ac- 
commodate his  customers  at  all  times  or  seasons  of  the  year,  many  of 
them  are  induced  to  entirely  withdraw  their  patronage  from  his  mills. 

It  appears  that  but  little  water  flows  in  said  river  during  the  dry 
season  of  the  year :  but  that  previous  to  the  erection  of  the  State  dam, 
the  pond  from  which  the  petitioner's  mills  were  supplied  with  water 
formed  an  extensive  reservoir,  sufficient  to  supply  his  mill,  at  all  times ; 
that  the  water  of  the  river  is  pow  used  to  feed  the  Chenango  canal 
from  the  mills  of  the  petitioner  to  Binghamton,  a  distance  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles,  throughout  which  distance,  the  soil  is  gravelly  or  po- 
rous ;  and  that  during  about  three  months  in  each  year,  all  the  water 
of  the  river  is  required  to  render  the  canal  navigable.  It  appears 
that  an  appraisal  of  the  temporary  damages  sustained  by  the  petition- 
er in  the  years  1837-8  was  made  by  the  canal  appraisers,  from  which 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Canal  Board,  and  the  appraisal  afilrmed, 
but  that  no  part  of  the  sum  so  awarded,  has  been  paid  to  the  petition* 
•r ;  the  petitioner  alleges  that  the  sum  so  awarded,  was  wholly  inad- 
equate to  compensate  him  for  his  losses  and  damages,  and  that  he  de- 
clined receiving  the  same,  believing  that  if  he  did  accept  it,  he  would 
be  barred  from  any  claim  for  damage  thereafter. 

In  the  year  1842,  the  petitioner  again  asked  relief  from  the  Legis- 
fatture,  and  they  passed  an  act  authorizing  an  appraisal  of  damages, 
hi  addition  to  the  damages  first  appraised ;  but  the  same  act  provided 
that  the  sum  to  be  awarded  by  virtue  of  said  act,  as  well  as  the  sum 
awarded  by  the  first  appraisal,  should  be  paid  out  of  monies  arising 
from  the  tolls  of  the  Chenango  Canal. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  a  second  appraisal  took  place  under 
tke  last  mentioned  law,  and  that  an  additional  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  was  awarded  to  the  petitioner,  but  that  no  part  of  either  of  the 
above  mentioned  sums  have  been  paid  to  him,  and  that  he  has  receiv- 
ed no  part  of  his  damages.  The  petitioner  alleges  that  the  sums  so 
awax?ded  are  wholly  inadequate  to  compensate  him  for  his  losses  and 
damages,  and  he  asks  fot  a  law  authorizing  the  canal  appraisers  to 
examine  the  premises,  and  make  such  further  ezaminationa  as  may  be 
necessary,  and  to  award  him  such  an  amount  as  he  may  be  justly  en- 
titled to. 
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Although  lim  daim  of  the  petitioner  has  been  delayed,  it  in  erident 
from  his  frequent  applications  to  the  Legislature,  that  it  has  never 
been  abandoned.  It  is  apparent  that  the  petitioner  has  sustained  dam- 
age to  a  considerable  amount ;  and  the  time  which  has  interrened  since 
the  Chenango  canal  went  into  operation  will  enable  the  appraisers  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  permanent  damages  which  the  petitioner 
may  be  entitled  to,  and  to  make  that  equitable  disposition  of  the  case 
which  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  justice  to  the  petitioner,  reqiures. 

The  committee  therefore  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No-  28. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  J  9,  1 846. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  public  printing  in  relation  to  print- 
ing the  report  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

Mr.  Townsend,  from  the  committee  on  public  printing,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  from  this  House,  and  also  the  motion  to 
amend  the  same  in  the  words  following : 

Mr.  Ludlow  moved,  that  five  times  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  250  copies  for  the  Department, 
and  one  for  each  county  and  town  superintendent  of  common  s(3hooIs : 

Mr.  Blodgett  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by  striking  out  the 
words  *'  and  one  for  each  county  and  town  superintendent  of  common 
schools,"  and  inserting  the  words  "  and  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
be  printed  to  supply  the  trustees  of  each  school  district  in  the  State, 
the  said  copies  to  be  handed  over  to  their  successors  :" 

REPORTS : 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  of- 
fer the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  the  said  report  be 
printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Legislature  and  State  officers,  and  1200 
copies  for  distribution  among  the  county  and  town  superintendents  of 
common  schools. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


No.  29. 


IN  ASSEMBLY 

January  16,  1846< 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Fitssu^i* 

mons  and  Brady,  for  relief. 

Mr.  Dean,  from  the  comm.Utee  on  claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Patrick  Fitzsimmons  and  James  Brady,  for  extra  allowance 
for  constructing  sections  8  and  9,  ot  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal, 

REPORTS : 

That  Fitssimmons  &  Brady  entered  into  a  coatiact  with  the  State, 
in  August,  1836,  to  construct  sections  8  and  9  of  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  canal,  and  that  they  hare,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, completed  the  work. 

Among  other  items  of  excavation  specified  in  the  contract,  are  the 
following,  riz : 

**  Solid  rock  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Quarried      "     60    " 

Slate  "    30    "  "      »' 

That  soon  after  the  petitioners  entered  upon  the  work,  as  appears 
from  tlie  testimony,  they  found  it  necessary  to  excarate,  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  9olid  slate  rocft,  which  the  engineer  classed  as  slate 
rock^  and  to  be  paid  for  at  that  rate.  The  petitioners  thereupon  ap- 
plied to  the  Canal  Commissioner  baring  charge  of  those  sections,  and 
insisted  that  they  should  be  paid  for  excarating  soUd  slate  rock,  the 

[Assembly,  No.  29.]  1 


2  [ASSKMBLT 

same  price  as  specified  in  the  contract  for  solid  rock.  The  Commis- 
sioner informed  them  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  aUow  them  any 
more  for  ezcarating  solid  slate  rock^  than  the  price  specified  in  the 
written  contract  for  sUte  rock ;  and  he  advised  diem  to  go  od  and 
complete  their  contract,  and  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  a  proper  al- 
lowance for  such  excaration. 

It  appeared  from  testimony  introduced  before  the  committee,  that 
an  ordinary  hand  could  not  ezcaTate  more  than  one  cubic  yard  per 
day,  of  this  solid  slate  rock,  and  that  it  was  as  difficult  of  ezcavatioD 
as  granite  rock  or  limestone  rock. 

It  also  appeared  that  one  of  the  petitioners  had  previously  done 
similar  ezcavation  on  the  Troy  road,  and  had  received  a  price  equal 
to  that  specified  for  solid  rock,  and  that  they,  on  taking  this  contract, 
expected  to  be  paid  the  same  price  for  solid  slate  rock  as  for  solid  rock. 
From  the  testimony  before  the  committee,  it  further  appears  that  the 
petitioners  had  a  hard  contract,  according  to  the  construction  given  it  by 
the  Canal  Commissioner ;  and  as  men  might  very  honestly  differ  as 
to  the  true  construction  of  the  contract,  and  as  it  appears  that  the  pe- 
titioners did  understand  that  they  were  to  be  paid  for  solid  slate  rod 
the  same  as  for  solid  rock,  and  as  the  expense  of  excavation  for  solid 
slate  rock  is  about  the  same  as  that  for  solid  rock,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  an  extra  allowance  should  be  made  to  the  petitioners  equal 
to  forty-five  cents  on  each  cubic  yard  of  solid  slate  rock. 


DOCtJMENTS. 


(  No.  1.  ) 

Ccpy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  A.  Whitney,  Csnal  Commiesione^. 

March  ISth,  184h 

In  relation  to  FitEsimmokift  &  Brady's  claim  for  payment  as  solid 
rock  for  slate  rock. 

The  contract  prices  are  for  solid,  quarried,  and  slate  rock,  and  the 
explanation  of  the  reasons  for  the  classification  complained  of  by 
Fitzsimmons  &  Brady,  are  ffiven  in  a  report  of  the  Canal  Commis'* 
■ioners,  on  a  similar  claim  of  Marlett  ic  Dunham,  in  lock  3,  Assembly 
Doc.  No.  31.  Jan.  10th,  1839,  and  the  report  of  the  committee.  Doc. 
No.      ,  of  the  same  year. 

The  contracts  for  sections  7  to  11,  were  the  first  let  upon  the  en* 
largement  in  August,  1836,  and  each  of  them  have  a  similar  claim. 
Their  prices  for  rock  are  as  follows  : 

Beetion.  Cents.  Ctnti.         Cents. 

7  Clark  &  Co.  solid  rock,  65  iquarried,  26  slate,  44 

8  Fitzsimmons  &  Brady,         do        75       do       50    do    30 

9  do  do    75   do   50  do  30 

10  F.  Hitchins  6c  Co.,      do    70    do   20  do  58 

11  do  do    70    do   22  do  62 

When  the  old  contractors  began  to  claim  payment  as  solid,  for  this 
slate  rock,  we  altered  the  expression  of  the  contracts  to  read  thus  : 
for  solid  rock,  except  slate ;  for  quarried  rock,  except  elate ;  so  that 
there  could  be  no  misunderstanding  on  their  part. 

On  our  part  our  estimates  and  previouB  calculations  all  show,  that 
foe  intended  this  classification,  but  there  were  probably  some  of  the 
contractors  who  did  not  so  understand  it. 

As  regards  the  geological  character  of  the  work  in  question,  there  is 
no  doubt  of  its  being  slate  ;  it  was  not  as  hard  rock  as  was  found  by 
Marlett  &  Dunham,  in  lock  3,  but  required  blasting  and  was  much 
harder  and  more  expensiye  than  many  kinds  of  rock  which  would 
come  under  our  classification  of  "  solid  rock,"  such  as  Grey  wacke. 
Limestone,  &c. 

^     .  Signed.  WM.  J.  McALPlNE, 

ReeH  Eng. 


[ASSIMBIT 


Copy  of  testimony  of  Wm,  J.  Mc Alpine,  before  Cana.  Commusionen. 

January,  1840. 

At  the  lettiBg,  which  occurred  in  August,  1836,  copies  of  the  con- 
tracts were  exhibited  to  all  who  wished  to  propose  fcMr  work.  These 
contracts  were  the  same  as  the  petitioners  signed,  and  contained  pricei 
as  follows : 

For  solid  rock,  for  rock  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Engineer  can  be 
quarried,  and  for  slate  rock. 

The  rock  met  with  by  the  petitioners  was  strictly  slate  rock,  io  its 
geological  character,  and  the  material  we  (the  Engineers  and  Commis- 
sioners,) meant  to  have  embraced  in  the  item  of  *'  slate  rock.''  From 
2  to  3  fbet  from  the  surface  could  be  taken  out  by  picks,  bars, 
icCf  without  blasting,  and  perhaps  a  foot  of  the  surnice  might  be 
ploughed ;  the  remamder  could  not  have  been  excavated  without 
blastmg. 

The  slate  rock  in  this  vicinity  is  called  primitive  axgallite,  and  is 
much  harder  than  slate  generally.  The  shafts  that  were  sunk  to  ex- 
hibit the  material  to  contractors  were  only  dug  to  the  rock,  and  some 
may  have  been  deceived  by  them,  supposing  the  whole  rock  would 
be  as  easily  excavated  as  the  surface,  but  the  old  Erie  canal,  and  tlie 
Cohoes  canal  was  cut  through  it  from  10  to  30  feet  in  many  places 
near  the  new  canal,  and  showed  its  nature  fully,  and  we  did  suppose 
that  it  would  increase  in  hardness  with  its  depth. 

The  contractors  and  several  others,  early  claimed  pay  for  this  blasted 
work  as  "  solid  rock,"  and  I  beUeve  they  were  deceived  when  they 
put  in  their  proposition  for  the  work.  To  prevent  any  others  from 
being  deceived  we  subsequently  altered  the  lorms  of  the  contracts  to 
read  as  follows  : 

For  solid  rock  (except  slate.) 

For  quarried  rock,  (except  slate.) 

For  slate  rock. 

This  has  prevented  any  doubt  as  to  the  constrnction  of  the  con- 
tract. 

The  fair  value  of  this  slate  rock,  taking  the  soft  with  the  hard,  for  6 
to  10  ft  cutting,  is  about  fifty  cents.  A  less  depth  of  cutting  is  worth 
less,  and  deeper  more.  The  upper  2  to  3  feet  might  be  excavated  for 
25  to  30  cents,  and  the  lower  portion  is  worth  70  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

The  whole  quantity  of  rock  excavated  is  about  22,000  cubic  yards, 
and  the  hard  portion  of  it  about  9,500  cubic  yards. 
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(  No.  JJ.  ) 

Affidavit  of  Wm.  C.  Bauck. 

Statb  op  Nbw-York,  ) 
Albany  County.       y     ' 

William  C.  Bouck,  being  duly  sworn  upon  his  oath  says,  that  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundr^  and  thirty-six,  Patrick  Fittsimmons 
and  James  Brady,  of  West  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  Canal  Commissioners  for  the  construction  of 
sections  Nos.  8  and  9  on  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  oanal,  in  the 
county  of  Albany.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  by  the  terms 
of  said  contract,  said  contractors  were  allowed  a  certain  price  per  cubic 
yard  for  excavating  solid  rock^  which,  as  this  deponent  is  informed 
and  belieres,  was  seventyfiye  cents  per  cubic  yard,  aad  for  excavatine 
slate  rock^  another  specined  sum,  which  this  deponent  is  informed  and 
verily  believes  was  only  thirty  cents  per  cubic  yard.  And  this  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  said  contractors  entered  upon  the  work  speci- 
fied in  their  said  contract,  and  that  in  proceeding  in  the  execution  of 
their  said  contract  they  encountered  and  were  compelled  to  excavate  a 
quantity  of  rock  which  was  solid  slate  rock.  This  deponent  further 
says,  that  for  most  of  the  time  said  contractors  were  engaged  upon 
their  said  contract,  he  was  then  acting  Canal  Commissioner  upon  that 
portion  of  the  Erie  canal  embracing  said  sections,  and  further  says 
not. 

WM.  C.  BOUCK. 

Sworn  before  me,  April  5,  1842. 

L.  Shbrwood, 

State  Senator. 


(  No.  3.  ) 

Affidavit  of  Oioen  Bums  and  others. 

Before  the  committee  of  claims  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  James  Brady  and  Patrick 
Fitzsimmons. 
Rensselasr  county^  ss. 

Owen  Bums,  of  Watervliet,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  being  duly 
sworn,  says :  that  he  worked  in  the  employ  of  Brady  and  Fitssim- 
mons  upon  sections  Nos.  8  and  9,  on  tne  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
canal ;  that  on  those  sections  it  became  necessary  to  excavate  a  large 
quantity  of  solid  slate  rock.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  tor 
a  part  of  the  time  during  said  excavation  he  was  an  overseer  of  the 
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men  at  work  on  the  tame,  and  for  a  part  of  the  time  he  worked  as 
one  of  the  hands ;  and  this  deponent  says  that  he  has  been  engaged 
for  more  than  mne  years  in  constructing  puUic  works  in  this  amutry, 
and  during  that  time  he  has  labored  extensivelv  in  the  excavation  of 
granite  and  graywacke,  and  also  solid  slate  rock,  and  that  he  is  weU 
acquainted  with  the  etcaration  thereof ;  and  this  deponent  farther 
says  that  it  was  more  difficult  and  expensive  to  excavate  the  solid 
slate  rock,  so  as  aforesaid  excavated  on  said  sections  8  and  9,  than 
solid  rock  of  granite  or  graywacke  ;  that  the  laborers  were  frequently 
set  to  pick  the  rock  up  until  it  was  found  impossible  to  excaTate  it  in 
that  manner ;  they  were  then  set  to  work  with  drills  and  powder,  and 
in  that  way  an  able  bodied  man  of  usual  skill  in  the  work  could  not 
by  diliffent  labor  excavate  per  day  as  much  of  this  solid  slate  rock  as 
he  could  h«re  excavated  of  solia  granite  or  graywacke,  and  for  the 
reason  that  a  blast  set  in  this  solid  slate  rock  would  not  blow  out  or 
htetik  up  as  large  a  quantity  of  this  rock  as  it  would  of  said  granite 
or  mywacke.  It  would  blow  up  but  a  small  quantity  of  stone  im- 
mediately around  the  blast,  because  it  was  a  solid  stone  without  seams, 
whereas  solid  granite,  graywacke  and  limestone,  having  beds  and 
veins,  will  blow  out  in  large  ouantittes ;  and  further  says  that  he  has 
no  interest  whatever  in  the  claim  in  this  matter  now  pending  before 
the  Legislature,  and  further  says  noli 

OWEN  BURNS. 
Sworn  before  me, ) 
January  19,  1843,         ) 

Wm.  W.  Sbtmour, 

Commissianer  of  Deeds^  TVoy. 

Rensselaer  county^  ss. 

Thomas  Mullen,  John  Gormon,  and  John  Brady,  of  Watervliet,  in 
the  couhty  of  Albany,  being  duly  sworn,  say  :  that  they  and  each  of 
them  have  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  excavating  by  picking, 
blasting,  dec,  upon  the  public  works  ;  and  that  they  all  were  enngrd 
and  labored  for  Messrs.  Brady  &,  Fitzsimmons  upon  sections  Nos.  8 
and  9  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  They  all  assisted  in 
excavating  the  solid  slate  rock  encountered  upon  those  sections  ;  that 
they  are  acquainted  with  and  have  labored  in  the  excavation  of  solid 
granite,  graywacke  and  limestone.  And  these  deponents  further  say 
Uiat  said  solid  slate  rock  on  said  sections  8  and  9  could  not  be  exca- 
vated in  any  other  way  than  by  blasting ;  they  all  worked  in  blasting 
the  same,  and  the  said  solid  slate  rock  was  so  hard,  and  having  no 
beds  nor  veins  in  it  could  not  be  blasted  with  near  the  ease  or  expense 
that  either  solid  granite,  solid  ffraywacke,  or  solid  limestone  could 
have  been  blasted ;  that  of  said  solid  slate  rock,  by  diligent  labor, 
they  could  not,  upon  an  average,  taking  one  day  witn  another,  blast 
out  more  than  one  cubic  yard  each  ;  and  that  they  were  paid  by  their 
employers  per  day  while  thus  at  work  on  said  solid  slate  rock  from 
seven  to  eight  shillinffs  per  day.  These  deponents  further  say  that 
they  have  been  paid  their  wages  upon  said  work,  and  have  no  interest 


No.  29.]  7 

whatever  in  the  claim  now  pending  in  this  matter  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  further  say  not. 

JOHN  GORMAN, 
Sworn  before  me,  >  JOHN  BRADY, 

January  19,  1843,  )  THOS.  MULLEN. 

Wm.  W.  Sbtmour, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 


(  No.  4.  ) 

Affidavit  of  John  Coyh. 

Albany  county^  ss. 

John  Coyle,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  being  duly  sworn,  says  :  that  he 
was  overseer  of  the  work,  sections  Nos,  8  and  9  of  the  enlargement 
of  the  Erie  canal,  and  was  employed  by  Fitzsimmons  &  Brady,  and 
was  overseer  during  the  excavation  of  rock  on  those  sections ;  Uie 
work  was  going  on  durinff  the  years  1836,  1837  and  1838 ;  is  not  in- 
terested in  the  claim.  There  was  some  solid  slate  rock  excavated  on 
those  sections  ;  thinks  it  cost  from  seventy-five  cents  to  one  dollar  to 
excavate  the  solid  slate  rock  per  cubic  yard.  There  was  over  this  so- 
lid slate  rock  shelly  slate  rock  to  the  depth  of  one  foot  and  a  half  to 
two  feet.  There  was  solid  slate  rock  to  the  depth  of  from  three  to 
five  feet  to  be  blasted.  The  excavation  was  sometimes  more  and 
sometimes  less  difficult  than  cemented  gravel.  That  ordinary  work- 
men would  not,  on  an  average,  execute  more  than  a  cubic  yard  of  so- 
lid slate  rock  per  day  ;  that  the  solid  slate  rock  was  more  difficult  in 
excavation  than  granite  rock  or  limestone  rock.  The  two  sections 
were  io  length  about  one  mile  and  thrse-fourthsi 

JOHN  COYLE. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  d4th  day  > 

of  January,  1 843,  before  me,       S 
William  Rugbr, 

Senator^  ^. 


(  No.  5.  ) 

Affidavit  of  James  Brady. 

Albany  county,  ss. 

James  Brady  being  duly  sworn,  says  :  that  himself  and  Fitssim* 
mons  made  no  profits  on  sections  Nos.  8  and  9  of  the  Erie  canal  en- 
largement ;  that  they  had  nine  or  ten  double  teams  of  their  own ;  that 
they  called  on  the  Canal  Commissioner  at  the  time  they  discovered 
that  there  was  solid  slate  rock,  to  allow  them  for  solid  rock,  (the  chief- 
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engineer  had  decided  that  they  could  not  be  paid  for  solid  rock  as  it 
was  slate,)  but  the  Commissioner  stated  that  they  woul4  hare  to  finish 
their  job  and  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  their  extra  labor,  and  on  this 
statement  from  the  Comoussiooer  they  went  on  and  finished  their  job. 
Thinks  that  thej  have  not  been  paid  for  their  own  personal  services, 
nor  for  the  service  of  their  teams.  That  in  taking  the  contract  they 
expected  to  be  paid  75  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  all  solid  rock,  whether 
solid  slate  rock  or  other  solid  rock ;  that  he  had  been  paid  on  the  TVoy 
road  excavation  75  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  solid  slate  rock  excara- 
tion,  and  that  in  taking  this  job  they  expected  the  same  constniction 
and  the  same  price.  That  they  were  disappointed  when  the  engineer 
gave  the  contract  a  different  construction,  deciding  that  no  slate  rock 
could  be  paid  for  as  solid  rock.  Marlett  &,  Dunham  had  a  contract 
on  this  same  line. 

JAMES  BRADY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  24th  day  } 
of  January,  1843,  before  me,       ) 
William  Riro«R, 

Senator^  ^c. 


(  No.  6.  ) 
Ajfiiavii  rf  Thomas  A.  Sherwood. 

Albafhf  cowKbf^  m. 

Thomas  A.  Sherwood,  of  Kingsbury,  in  the  coonty  of  Washington, 
being  duly  afimned,  says :  be  excavated  in  part  a  loc£  pit  on  what  was 
call^  section  9,  of  the  enlargement  near  West-Troy.  Thinks  that 
the  excavation  of  solid  slate  rock  done  by  Fitisimmons  and  Brady  on 
section  9,  or  near  lock  No.  12,  was  worth  one  dollar  per  cubic  jhiA. 
Thinks  that  the  slate  rock  extended  to  the  lock,  beuiw  which  was 
about  forty  rods ;  that  as  near  as  he  could  judge  die  rock  was  cf  the 
same  character,  solid  slate  rock.  Thinks  it  more  difficult  to  excavate 
than  some  lime  rock.  Had  rather  get  out  cemented  mravel  than  this 
solid  slate  rock.  Has  been  superintendent  about  twelve  years  on  the 
Champlain  canal. 

THOMAS  A.  SHERWOOD. 
Affirmed  this  24th  day  of  January,  > 
1843,  before  me,  ) 

William  Rvosa, 
Smator^  4^. 
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Communication  from  N.  J.  Waterbury 215 

Canal  Commissioners,  report  of  relative  to  superintendents  of 

repairs, 221 

CANAL  BOARD. 

Report  of,  on  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 
AsaT.  Smith, 49 

Report  of,  on  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 
Sanford  &  Eggleslon, •«...«    78 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  contract 
of  John  Ellis, • ^ ^..     81 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 
.  N.  Schuyler, ». •..-•..    98 


RepoA  tiU  ^on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  <tkt  petition  elf 

Cahin  P.  Richardson,  et«al^.... «...«  108 

Report  of,  on  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

Oliver  Baker, 11» 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  relatire  to  Flori- 

da  Bridge, 12i 

Report  of,  en  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

J.  P.  Veeder, 13S 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

citizens  of  Alabama,  Genesee  county, ••••.,  19t 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  relative  to  water 

power  along  Beneca  river, ..'...•»«»•   144 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petiticHi  of 

S  ilas  Eggl  eston , 147 

Report  o^  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

James  C.Ott, ...-.  161 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

John  Hollister, ^ 152 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

Learned  &,  Johnson, 154 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  relative  to  wiers 

at  Seneca  lake, » 166 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  relative  to  Sttr* 

plus  waters  from  Chenango  canal, 195 

Report  otf  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  6f  the  petition  of 

George  W.  Hildrcth, 201 

CANAL  COMMISSIONERS. 

Annual  report  of,  ••«• •... 14 

Report  of^  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

Elias   Brown, 22 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly, 35 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

Lovinia  Beardslee, .^^^ 48 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,. .......  52 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

Piatt  WiUiams, ^ 74 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly, 88 
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Itepoft  of,  in  amwtr  to  a  resohitioo  of  tbe  Assembly  rolatiye  io 

doubling  locks  on  the  Erie  Canali 1 10 

Report  of,  relatiTS  to  lock  at  Tonawanda........ 117 

Report  of,  giving  names  of  superintendents, 119 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resokition  of  the  Assembly,.. . .  15^ 

Report  of,  relative  to  the  supply  of  water  on  Rome  level, 171 

Report  of,  relative  to  sitperioteadents  of  repairs, ..« ••..  221 

COMMISSARY-GENERAL. 

Annual  report  of^ w.«..« ^ 69 

COMMISSIONERS  OP  THE  CANAL  FUND. 

Annuaf  report  of, 4 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolntion  of  the  Assembly,. 3^ 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

Report  of,  relative  to  certain  Oneida  purchasers, • .  34 

Reportof,  on  petition  of  Asa  Baxter, 85 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  pelitioi^  of 

Stockbridge  Indians, 158 

Reportof,  relative  to  Sing  Sing  Guard, 163 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

M.  N.Hawkins, 183 

Report  of,  on  the  reference  from  tbe  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

S.  AbleoMn, 191 

COMPTKOLLER. 

Annual  report  of, 25 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly, 31 

Report  of,  relative  to  printing  for  Executive  Departments,  • . .  «  «  75 

Reportof,  on  the  claim  of  P.  Danham, «•  82 

Annual  report  on  canal  expenditures, .« 90 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  relative  to  the  public  prin- 
ting,  91 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  relative  to 

tolls  on  the  Erie  canal,  dec, ^ IIS 

Report]of,  relative  to  expenses  of  Canal  Commissioners,..*^  ..••  1 18 
Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  relative  to  purchasing  assets 

of  citybankof  Buflfalo»>>^>^^^^«..^,..      ,    ,,    n^  ISO 


11 

Report  of,  -or  the  reference  from  the  Assembly  of  the  petition  of 

citizens  of  Erie  county  relative  to  Grand  Island ....... 155 

iReport  of,  relative  to  appropriationsTrom  the  GeneriClFiind,....  178 

Report  of,  in  answer  to  a  resolution, «.-  186 

Report  of,  relative  to  GeneralFt^nd, ...•,....  198 

Repoit  of^  relative  to  State  stock  in  trust  for  banks, . ..«.••••.  203 


COMMITTEES,  REPORTS  OE. 

Standing  Committbss. 
AgrictUture, 

Report  on  se  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  Agri- 
culture,   ••  148 

Report  recommending  the  printing  the  annual  repoit  of  Ame* 

ricaa  Institate, « « •• 200 

Bmnks -and  Insurance  Cvmpanies, 

Report  relative  to  Savings  Banks  «t  Buffalo  aod  Rochester, 54 

Report  relative  to  Savings  Bank  at  Rochester, 68 

Report  on  resolution  referred  to  committee, 67 

Report  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  banking  law, 7t 

Report  on  the  memorial  of  J.  Van  SehooBhoven,'et  al.,  relative  to 

par  redemptions, ^ 131 

Report  of  minority  committee  on  par  redemptions, 145 

Report  of  majority  committee  relative  to  Dansville  Bank, 224 

••       ^'  minority  "  «        "  **         ^     225 

<7ana£f. 

Report  on  the  petition  for  acanal  in  Chenrang, ..^..^•...  112 

"        "  "        of  Horace  Dodge,  et.  al 123 

*^  relative  to  a  bridge  over  Water-street,  in  Albany, 128 

^  on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Lenox,  Madison  county,  &c.,  130 

'*  on  an  act  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  canal  repairs, •••  173 

*^  respecting  outlet  of  Seneca   lake, 177 

*•  relative  to  materials  at  Lockport, •.. 185 

^        "      to  water  from  Genesee  river, 204 

on  the  petition  of  George  W,  Hildretb,., 216 
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CUum$. 

K^porfon  tbep#ti^on  of  Fr%zee  &  Foster, ...•.•  ..  20 

"                      "        Abial  Payne 26 

••                      ••        S.  Rogers 1  27 

**                     •*        Fitssimmons  &  Brady» 29 

••                      «♦        H.  Bvrdick, ^ 32 

**                     **        lAn  Merriam  Mid  odierSy 38 

•♦                     •*        LoreBzo  Bates, 39 

••                     **        William  BncU, 4a 

••                     •*        Marcus  Brown, •. 42 

**                     **        Jonas  Ingnham, 47 

*^                   *'        Jonas  A.  Hugfasloii, ..•**. 50 

•♦                      «*        Henry  Heath, 62 

**                     ^        Isaac  Jackson, 69 

"                      •*        Merrit  Clark  and  others, 71 

•♦                     •*        John  Cams, ,  73 

••                      •*        J.   Reynolds, 96 

•*                     •♦        Sanford  and  EgglestoB^ 99 

*♦                     ••        J.  M.  8tttt  and  wife 100 

*«                     ♦•        Wm.  Stembergh, 106 

•«                     •*         Haight,  Blood  and  Cady, 107 

«*                    •*         Z.P^GiHett, 124 

•*                     ••        Asaph  Seymoar,  et.  al.,  (minority,) .  1 26 

••                     •♦        J.  C.Ott, 169 

Colleg^t  Academies  and  Common  Schools. 

Report  on  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  com- 
mon schools,  dec, 133 

••      ••    petition  of  inhabitants  of  Phelps, 175 

"      relative  to  Free  Schools, * -....  222 

£rect»oii  and  Division  of  Towns  ^  Coumties. 

Report  00  petitions  for  the  erection  of  a  new  ootinty  from  parts 

of  Otsego,  Delaware  and  Chemung, .  p » 97 

Report  of  minority  of  committee,  on  the  proposed  new  county  of 

Unadilla, , 105 

**    advene  to  the  proposed  new  coui^ty  of  Lafayette,..  .^ . ,  109 
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No. 

Expenses  of  Executive  D^artment, 

Report  of  comrnktee  relative  to, 143 

Govemor^s  Message. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  colleges,  academies  and  common       ' 
schools,  on  so  much  as  relates  to  common  schools,  &;c 133 

Report  of  the  committee  on  agriculture,  db  so  much  as  relates  to 

agricul  ture, , ^•.,,^.. ,  148 

Report  of  the  select  committee  on  so  much  as  relates  to  the  ma- 
nor difficulties, ••.«•••. ^ 156 

Grievances. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  J.  E.  Van  Eps, 48 

«                     «            J.  G.  Wheelock, 76 

''                     ''            Chas.  Blackman,  et.  al 84 

"                     "            George  Wheeler, 102 

"                     "           J.  Stewart,...- 165 

"                     "            Heirs  of  John  Roof, 218 

« 

Jiuliciary. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  R.  Balcomb,  relative  to  Supreme  court,  64 

Report  on  the  petition  of  J.  R.  Brice, 70 

**        relative  to  notices  published  in  the  State  paper, 77 

**        to  the  rights  of  married  women, 219 


II 


Internal  Affairs  of  Tomns  and  Counties. 
Report  relative  to  Schoharie  Court-House, 65 

Medical  Societies  and  Colleges. 

Report  relative  to  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, .' 44 

"  on  Homoeopathy,  &c * 126 

**  of  the  committee 217 

Mamtfacture  of  Salt. 

Reporton  the  petition  of  A.  Geauteau,et.  al., 57 

"       relative  to  Superintendent  and  Inspectors  of  Ongpdaga 
Salt  Springs,  •••  • 79 


u 

Militia  mnd  Publie  Defence. 

Report  on  potition  of  inhabitants  of  Rensselaer  county, 106 

Petitions  of  Aliens, 

Reportonthe  petition  of  Daniel  Klnight, 56 

Privileges  and  Elections, 

Report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  relative  to  contested  seat 

from  Dutchess  county, . .    45 

"      ••        minority,  "  "  45 

Public  Lands. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  S.  Babcock  and  19  others, 87 

"      "  "  Asa  Baxter 179 

Public  Printing. 

Report  relative  to  printing  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintend 

dent  of  common  schoolS|,.— 28 

**  **      **      engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate,  concerning 

the  public  printing, 86 

**  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  relative  to  prin- 

ting  the  annual  report  of  Comptroller  on  canal  ex- 
penses,..   ^ 
"  "        minority      "  "        "  ....    95 

**  relative  to  printing  the  annual  report  of  the  N.  T. 

Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  ic  dumb,  114 

Rail  Roads. 

Report  on  sundry  petitions  &c.,...« ^^ 

**  of  minority  committee  on  rail-roads,  against  Hudson 

river  rail-road, ....    ^^ 
**  relative  to  reducing  freight  on  Tonawanda  rail-road,    ^ 

**  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly 

of  2d  of  February,....    89 

Report  relative  to  N.  Y.  and  Erie  Rail-road, •  142 

"  •«        "      «•  "  "        (minority) IW 

"  "       to  tolls  on  rail-roads, IW 
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No 

Retrenchtnent, 

Report  of  Committee, 184 

206 

TVade  and  Manufactures. 

Report  relative  to  Hop  Law, 92 

Select  Committees. 

Report  on  bill  to  preserve  public  health, 10 

relative  to  turnpike  gate  on  Schoharie  road, 87 

on  the  subject  of  Quarantine  regulations, 60 

relative  to  House  of  Refuge,  in  Western  New- York, ,  03 

"      to  New-York  Pilots, 104 

*'      to  reform  of  common  school  system, •••  146 

to  removal  of  the  Capitol, • 158 


«• 

ci 

<< 

<<  I. 

«c  «( 

**  *^      to  anti-rent  petitions,  &:c., 166 

*'  "      to  House  of  Refuge. 160 

*•  •*      to  the  Natural  History  of  New-York, 172 

«*  "      to  New-York  police  bill,  (minority,) 174 

**      to  the  removal  of  the  Capitol,  (minority,)..^,  175 

on  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Butternutts, . . «  194 

on  apportioment (minority , ) •  208 

"      on  Auction  Bill,  (com.  of  conference,) 209 

**      on  militia'bills,  (minority,). •• .^.^ 211 

"      pn  capital  punishment 218 

"        "  "         (minority,) 214 

"      on  bill  relative  to  rent  charges,... 228 


« 

«c 
u 


Joint  Select  Committees  of  Senate  and  Assimelt. 

Report  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Bank- 
ing and  Canal  Departments, 7 

**      onaccounts  of  late  Treasurer, 116 

D. 

Dutchess  county,  report  of  majority  committee  on  privileges  and 

elections  on  contested  seat  from, .  •    45 
"  •*  "        minority,         "        "        "        ••^.    46 


It) 

Km. 

Departmenu  of  State,  report  of  Compt.  relative  to  printing  for, . .  75 

Dunham  P.,  report  of  Comptroller  relative  to  claim  of, .  82 

Delaware,  Chemung  and  Otsego  counties,  report  of  coa^ittee 

on  erection  and  division  of  towns  and  counties  re- 
lative to  new  county  from  parts  of,.  97 
"                "            "        report  of  minority  com.      •      "  .  105 
Doubling  tlie  locks  on  Erie  canal,  report  of  the  Canal  CommisioB- 

ers  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  relative  to,«.  1 10 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  report  of  the  printing  committee,  recommending 
the  printing  of  extra  nnmbers  of  the  annual  report  of 

the  NewoYork  Institution  for  the  instruction  of, 114 

Dodge  Horace,  et.  al.,  report  of  com.  on  canals  on  the  pet.  of^ ..  123 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  annual  report  of  the  New- York  institution  for 

the  instruction  of, 140 

Departments  of  State,  report  of  committee'on  expenditures  of,..  143 

Documents  transmitted  by  the  Governor,..^.... ••..•  164 

Dispensary  in  New- York,  annual  report  of, ...  207 

Digest  of  claims,... «•• 210 

DansviUe  Bank,  report  of  majority  committee  on  banks  and  insu- 
rance companies  relative  to, .  224 
"            "          "         minority,        "        "        «        "      ..  225 

E. 

Examination  of  Treasury,  Banking  and  Canal  Departments,  re- 
port of  joint  committee  on, 7 

Executive  Departments,  report  of  Compt.  relative  to  printingdbr,  75 

Eggleston  &  Sanford,  report  of  Canal  Board  on  petition  of, 78 

'*              "            '*        of  com.  on  claims  on  petition  of,..  99 

Ellis  John,. u *•        *•        "            "      "    contract  of,.  81 

Engrossed  Bill  concerning  the  public  printing,  from  the  Senate, 

report  of  printing  committee  on, 86 

Expenditures  on  the  canals,  annual  repott  of  Comptroller  on,..  90 

**  "    rep.  of  majority  printing  com.  relative 

to  printing  the  annual  rep.  of  Comp.  on,  94 

"      minority,          "             ••     .,  95 

Erection  of  the  proposed  new  county  of  Unadilla,  report  of  maj. 

com.  on  erectioa  and  division  of  towns  and  counties  rel.  to,  97 

"             "            "        "      minority,              ••        "     ..  105 
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No. 

Education,  memorial  of  citiaens  of  Rochester  relatiire  tO| 101 

Erection  of  the  proposed  new  county  of  Lafayette,  report  of  com. 

on  erection  and  division  of  towns  and  counties  against,.. «^  109 

Erie  Canal,  report  of  canal  com'rs.  relative  to  doubling  locks  on,  110 

"         Comptroller         "      **  tolls  on _  118 

Expenses  of  canal  com'rs.  report  of  Comptroller  relative  to, «..  118 
•*  •*    Executive  Department,  report  of  com.  on,  ..••... «  148 

Eggleston  Silas,  report  of  Canal  Board  on  petition  of,  »..«».•..  147 

Erie  county,  report  of  Comptroller  on  petition  of  citizens  of,  rel- 
ative to  Grand  Island, ....^..•^ :.•.......  165 

Executive  committee  of  State  Normal  Schools,  report  of,  in  an* 

swer  to  a  resolution, --•..,,-«. 168 

Expenses  of  canal  repairs,  report  of  committee  on'  canals  on  an 
^actto  reduce, ..•.,  173 

Eye  Infirmary  in  New-York,  report  of,. .••.........,.. ..^,.  180 

Enos  Benjamin  (see  reports  of  Treasurer). 

F. 

Flagg  Azariah  C.  (see  reports  of  Comptroller). 
Farrington  Thos,  (  "        "     "    Treasurer  and  Adj.  General).^ 
Frazee  and  Foster,  report  of  committee  on  claims  in  the  case  of,    20 
Fitzsimmons  &  Brady,        "  "        **        "    on  the  pet.  of,    29 

Freight  on  Tonawanda  Railroad,  report  of  the  comdnittee  on  rail- 
roads concerning  reduction  of,. •«^....^. .••••••.. ••...•     58 

Florida  Bridge,  report  of  Canal  Board  relative  to, ••••«  127 

Free  Schools,         "      "    committee  on  colleges,  academies  and 

common  schools  relative  to,. »««..«m •.«•••••  •.•••••••«  222 

G. 

Governor's  Annual  Message, •««•.•••«•«.•»•.•  8 

**             **            "         resolutions  of  Mr.  Baily,  referring,  8 
Geology  of  the  State,  communications  from  Governor  and  Sec- 
retary of  State  relativeto, ••••^... •^..m^  41 

Geauteau  C,  report  of  com.  on  manufacture  of  salt,  on  pet.  of,  57 

GillletZ.  P.,      "     •*      "      •'    canals,  on  petition  of, 124 

Governors'  Message,  report  of  committee  on  colleges,  academies 

and  com.  schools,  on  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  same,  188 
[A.  Documents.}                         8 
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Genesee  county,  report  of  Canal  Board  on  the  petition  of  citizens 

of  Alabama  in,.. •*««««« .« .«   136 

Governor's  Message,  report  of  committee  on  agricuture,   on  so 

much  of  as  relates  to  agriculture,... ...    14S 

Grand  Island,  report  of  Comptroller  on  petition  of  citizens  of 

Erie  county  relative  to, .•« ••••• 155 

Guard  at  Sing  Sing,  rep.  of  Com'rs.  of  Land  Office  relative  to, .  163 
Governor,  communication  from,  transmitting  certain  documents,  164 
General  Fund,  report  of  Comptroller  relative  to  appropriations 

from,  ••««•« • 178 

General  and  Canal  Fund,  report  of  majority  committee  on  ways 

and  means,  on,..   189 
u        «        .«        .i      a   noinority,        "        "       "  .    190 

General  Fund,  report  of  Comptroller  in  answer  to  a  resolution  rel- 
ative to,..  •• 193 

Governor,  Message,  from  transmitting  memorial  of  Seneca  In- 
dians, ...^..^ 197 

Genesee  river,  report  of  com.  on  canals,  respecting  water  from,.   204 

GOVERNOR, 

Annual  Message, • 3 

Communication  from,  and  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  Geology 

of  Stote 41 

**              "            transmitting  certain  documents, 164 

**              **                   **     memorial  of  Seneca  Indians,  197 

H. 

Health  of  public,  report  of  select  committee  on  bill  to  preserve,  19 
Hugbston  Jonas  A.,  report  of  committee  on  claims  on  the  pet.  of,  50 
Hudson  River  Railroad,  report  of  minority  committee  on  rail- 
roads on  petitions  for, « 53 

Heath  Henry,  report  of  committee  on  claims  on  petition  of, 62 

Hop  Law,            "      "          **        on  trade  and  man.  relative  to,  92 
House  of  Refuge  in  Western  New- York  report  of  select  com- 
mittee relative  to, • ««..»•... 93 

Haight,  Blood  and  Cady,  report  of  com.  on  claims  on  petition  of,  107 

Hospital  in  New- York,  annual  report  of  Governors  of, 121 

Homoepathy,  &c.,  repon  of  committee  on  medical  societies  and 

colleges,  concerning, •••••••h» •  125 
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No. 

Hollister  John,  report  of  Canal  Board  on  petition  of, 158 

Harris  Mr.,  concurrent  resolutions  concerning  anti-rentprisoners, 

offered  by, ^ •«..•••,• •-....  169 

House  of  Refuge,  report  of  select  committee  on^ •«...••  160 

Hawkins  M.  N.,         ''     **  com'rs.  of  Land  Office  on  pet.  of,.  183 

Hildrelh,  Geo.  W.,    "      •*  Canal  Board  on  petition  of, 201 

••  •*     "       "      "  com.  on  canals,      "        "     216 

Heirs  of  John  Roof,  report  of  committee  on  grieTances,on  pet.  of,  218 

Harbor  master  of  the  port  of  Albany,  annual  report  of, 220 


Ingraham  Jonas,  report  of  committee  on  claims  on  petition  on  of, .    47 

Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  in  New- York,  annual 
report  of, 61 

Indiaii's,  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Collins  relative  to, 63 

Inspectors  and  superintendent  of  Onondaga  salt  springs,  report 

of  com.  on  man.  of  salt  relative  to, 79 
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Inspectors  of  Auburn  prison,,  report  of  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
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Prison  at  Auburn,  rep.  of  Inspectors  of,  in  answer  to  resolutioii,  137 
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State  prison  at  Auburn,  report  of  board  of  Inspectors  of,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution,  ^•.^,.«*     83 
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0£Sce  concerning,  ...••^•.^» «•«..«. ,,«p^...»   169 
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